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STATE     OF     MICHIGAN 


LEGISLATURE,    1848 


Governor's     Message. 

FMow  (Xtizemofthe  SenaU  and  House  of  Repretentativei : 

Haringbeen  elected,  by  a  majority  of  the  people,  to  the  office 
of  Chief  ExecutWe  Magiatrate  of  our  young,  but  rapidly  growing 
State,  and  haying  assumed  the  high  obligations  and  responsibilities 
of  that  elevated  station,  by  taking  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  con- 
stitution, I  am  required  to  communicate  to  you,  as  the  Representa- 
tives  of  the  people,  the  condition  of  the  State,  and  to  recommend 
for  your  consideration,  such  matters  as  I  may  deem  expedient. 

With  the  importance  of  the  trust  confided  to  me,  I  am  duly  im- 
pressed, and  of  my  ability  to  perform  the  arduous  duties  it  imposes, 
am  fearfully  distrustful. 

My  predecessors,  in  accordance  with  a  custom  adopted  at  the 
organization  of  our  State  government,  have,  on  being  inducted 
into  office,  preceded  their  executive  communications  by  an  avow- 
al of  their  opinions,  upon  the  general  principles  of  government — 
the  peculiar  character  of  our  institutions  and  laws,  or  upon  such 
other  topics  of  general  interest,  as  seemed,  at  the  time,  most  to 
engage  the  public  mind. 

This  custom  is  certainly  harmless,  but  it  is,  I  think,  us  certainly, 
without  practical  utility,  and  as  it  seems  best  to  comport  with  the 
republican  simplicity  of  our  system  of  government,  to  dispense 
with  all  unnecessary  and  useless  ceremonies,  I  have  deemed  it 
proper,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  communicate  with  you,  only  in 
the  mode,  required  by  the  constitution. 

The  assembling  of  the  Legislature  at  the  commencement  of  the 
year,  furnishes  a  suitable  occasion  for  a  retrospect  of  that  which 
has  passed* 

In  reviewing  the  year  that  has  now  just  closed  upon  us  forever, 
vre  diseoTer  abundant  cause  for  congratulation :    No  severe  sick- 
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nesi  has  visited  the  people,  but  general  health  has  prevailed  through 
the  breadth  and  length  of  the  land. 

An  unexampled  degree  of  prosperity  has  attended  every  branch 
of  business — the  enterprise  and  activity  of  the  commercial  aAd 
mercantile  classes  have  never  secured  f6r  them  richer  returns — 
those  engaged  in  the  mechanical  and  other  industrial  pursuits  have 
found  uninterrupted  employment,  and  received  ample  compensa- 
tion for  their  labor. 

Although  the  crop  of  our  agricultural  staple  has  not,  in  some 
sections  of  the  State,  been  as  great  as  may  have  been  atiticipated, 
yet  in  others  it  was  never  more  abundant.  The  harvest  of  other 
farni  products,  has  been  every  where  plenteous.  All  kinds  of  pro* 
duce  have  been  in  demand,  meeting  a  ready  sale,  at  fair  and  re- 
munerating prices,  so  that,  upon  the  whole,  the  labors  of  our  hus- 
bandmen have  been  rewarded  with  a  bountiful  return.  For  these 
manifold  blessings,  received  from  the  beneficent  hand  of  Him  who 
ruleth  the  nations,  we  ought  to  render  tribute  of  unfeigned  and 
fervent  gratitude. 

The  reports  of  the  Auditor  General  and  State  Treasurer  furnish 
a  detailed  statement  of  the  transactions  of  their  respective  depart- 
ments  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  and  of  the  general  condition  of 
the  finances  of  the  State — ah  exhibition  qf  our  pecuniary  affairs, 
which  cannot  but  be  gratifying  to  our  creditors,  and  a  source  of 
pride  to  our  citizens — I  take  great  pleasure  in  presenting  it  to  you, 
and  through  you,  to  the  people. 

The  receipts  into  the  treasury  within  the  year,  to  the  credit  of 
the  general  fund,  amount  to  $185,134  46,  and  the  disbursements 
'  for  the  same  period,  have  been  $165,306  03,  the  receipts  exceeding 
the  expenditures  by  $19,828  41.  The  balance  in  the  treasury,  on 
the  30th  November,  1847,  including  the  balance  on  hand  at  the 
close  of  the  previous  year,  was  $64,470  «35 — the  whole  of  which 
was  in  current  money. 

The  amount  available  for  the  uses  and  purposes  of  the  general 
fiind,  is  $44,145  77,  which,  during  the  present  month,  will  be  in- 
creased to  $50,939  58,  by  receipts  from  the  Primary  School  inter- 
est fund,  and  the  University  interest  fund,  for  over  drafU,  which 
will  be  repaid  from  those  funds,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  annual 


to  be  received  from  the  Central  and  Southern  Rail  Road  Com- 
panies. 

The  laws,  providing  for  the  assessment  of  a  certain  tax  upon  all 
ratable  property,  for  the  support  of  the  State  Government,  were 
repealed  by  the  Revised  Statutes  of  1846,  and  no  substitute  for  them 
incorporated  therein;  nor  was  any  law  enacted  for  a  similar  pur- 
pose by  the  Legislature  of  1847; 

The  omission  was  doubtless  unintentional,  and  its  cause  is  pro- 
l»ahly  correctly  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Auditor  General. 

The  action  of  the  Supervisors  in  the  various  counties  has  not 
been  uniform'  upon  the  subject.  In  some,  the  usual  state  tax  has 
been  assessed;  in  others,  no  such  assessment  has  been  made.  This 
subject  will,  therefore,  commend  itself  to  the  early  consideration  of 
the  Legislature,  and  its  exigrency  will  demand  the  enactment  of  a 
law,  which  shall  give  validity  to  the  assessments  already  made,  and 
provide  for  the  future  assessment  of  the  state  tax  in  the  counties 
where  it  has  been  omitted.  If  such  remedy  be  promptly  provided, 
it  18  believed  that  no  serious  embarrassments  in  the  collection  of 
the  revenue,  from  this  source,  will  be  encountered. 

The  aggregate  valuation  of  the  taxable  property  of  the  State, 
according  to  the  returns  for  1847,  is  $27,617,240  13.  A  state  tax 
of  2.}  mills  on  the  dollar,  the  rate  established  by  the  law  in  force 
prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  late  revision,  assessed  on  such  valua- 
tion, would  produce  an  annual  revenue  of  $69,043  10 — $4,379  56 
less  than  the  total  assessments  for  the  previous  year. 

The  debt  of  the  general  fund  amounts  to  the  sum  of  $325,169 
06,  and  includes  $100,000  for  bonds  chargeable  upon  that  fund, 
and  fcilling  due  in  1856 — $60,000  for  Penitentiary  bonds,  due  in 
1859  and  1860,  and  a  liability  to  the  School  fund  of  $129,880  61, 
which  is  in  the  condition  of  a  permanent  loan  to  the  State,  the 
aDDUal  interest  of  which  is  to  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
specific  tax  imposed  on  the  capital  stock  of  the  Central  and  South- 
em  Rail  Road  Companies. 

The  resources  of  this  fand,  as  stated,  amount  to  $396,621  95, 
besides  the  annual  state  tax,  and  other  assets.  These  are  consid- 
ered amply  sufficient  for  the  payment  of  all  immediate  liabilities 


of  the  fund,  and,  it  is  believed,  they  will  be  made  arailable  in  the 
redemption  of  the  bonds  above  mentionedi  as  they  reach  maturity. 
The  receipts  to  the  credit  of  the  Internal  Improvement  fund  du- 
ring the  year,  amount  to  9493,495  83,   and   consist  principally  of 
payments  into  the  treasury  on  account  of  the  sales  of  the   Central 

and  Southern  Rail  Roads. 

« 

The  debits  and  liabilities  of  the  same  fund,  during  the  same 
period,  amount  to  $429,108  79,  and  are  comprised,  chiefly,  in  the 
evidences  of  state  indebtedness  paid  on  account  of  said  sales,  and 
which  have  not  heretofore  been  charged  against  the  fund. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  $2,000,000,  for  which  the  Centra! 
Rail  Road  was  sold,  together  with  the  sum  of  t27,S22  14,  the  in- 
terest thereon,  has  been  paid  into  the  State  Treasury  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  the  Act  providing  for  the  sale ;  and  on  account  of 
the  sale  of  the  Southern  Rail  Road  (75,000  of  the  principal,  with 
interest  amounting  to  $13,500,  were  received  prior  to  the  close  of 
the  fiscal  year. 

Of  the  evidences  of  State  indebtedness  thus  paid  and  cancelled, 
$1,125,000  was  of  the Jkll  paid  Five  Million  Loan  Bonds.  $309,- 
449  60,  was  in ''Interest  Bonds;"  and  the  nominal  amount  of 
•199,000  of  the  *' part  paid  bonds,"  being  a  portion  of  the  $3,813,- 
000  delivered  to  the  United  States  Bank,  was  also  received  at  the 
rate  of  allowance  prescribed  by  law. 

The  debt  of  the  State,  on  account  of  the  loan  for  Internal  Im- 
provement, may  now  be  stated  thus: 
Outstanding  full  paid  five  million  loan 

bonds,  due  January,  1863,  $262,000 

Outstanding  **  Interest  Bonds"  issued 

on  the  above,  due  January,  1850,  57,587  20 


Am't  of  principal  received  on  $3,614,- 
000,  part  paid  bonds  now  outstanding  $1,145,537  74 
Interest  on  the  same  to  January  1,  1848,  524,906  31 

$1,670,444  05 
Amount  received  from  Morris   Canal 

assets  on  account  of  the  part  paid 

bonds, with  interest  to  Jan'y  1, 1848,        30,035  95 


$319,587  20 


1,700,480  00 


Making  the  total  amount  received  on  said  bonds,    $2,020,067  20 


Amoant  brought  forward,  •2,0*20,067  20 

But  if  from  thift  amount  be  deducted  damages 
claimed  by  the  Stale «  od  the  unpaid  instalmenu 
of  the  loan,  at  the  rate  of  8  per  cent»  as  is  con- 
templated bj  the  laws  providing  for  the  recep- 
tion of  said  bonds  in  payment  for  the  Central 
and  Southern  Rail  Roads,  which,  with  the  inter- 
est from  July  1,  1841,  to  January  1,  1848, 
amounting  to  102,934  86 

The  total  indebtedness  of  the  State,  on  account 
of  all  the  bonds  issued  for  the  said  loan,  with 
interest  to  January  1,  1848,  will  then  be  (1,917,132  34 

To  which  must  be  added,  for  outstanding  internal 
improrement  warrants  and  interest  thereon, 
$365,089  05,  for  indebtedness  to  the  University 
fund  (79,371  99,  and  other  items  constituting 
the  domestic  debt,  which,  together,  amount  to  473,467  17 

And  the  present  indebtedness  of  the  State  on  account 
of  Internal  Improvements,  is  $2,390,599  51 

The  unpaid  balance  on  the  sale  of  the  Southern  Rail  Road, 
payable  by  instalments,  semi-annually,  with  interest,  now  amount- 
ing to  (425,000,  is  considered  an  available  credit,  and  may  there- 
fore be  properly  deducted  from  the  82,390,599  51.  The  amount 
of  the  present  resources  and  assets  of  the  Internal  Improvement 
fund,  which  it  is  believed  will  ultimately  be  made  available,  to- 
iprarda  the  payment  of  this  debt,  exclusive  of  other  credits  of  the 
State,  now  of  doubtful  availability,  is  estimated  by  the  Auditor 
General  at  1301,998. 

The  interest  on  all  the  full  paid  bonds,  and  interest  bonds,  to  the 
first  of  July  last,  has  been  paid,  or  provided  for,  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  certain  payments  made  by  the  Central  Rail  Road  Com- 
pany; and  for  the  payment  of  the  coupons*  on  said  bonds,  outstand- 
ing and  falling  due  in  January  and  July  annually,  amounting,  now, 
to  the  sum  of  (19,175  23  only,  provision  is  made  by  the  "act  to 
liquidate  the  public  debt  and  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the 
interest  thqreon  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  March  8, 1848. 
bat  as  the  amount  cannot  bo  assessed  until  the  next  annual  session 


of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  in  October,  1848,  and  88  the  entire 
amount  of  it  cannot,  under  the  present  provisions  of  law,  be  col- 
lected and  made  available  for  the  purpose  intended,  until  the  lapse 
of  more  than  two  years  thereafter,  I  suggest  the  expediency  of 
paying  the  coupons,  as  they  fall  due,  out  of  the  treasury,  in  antici- 
pation of  the  receipt  of  the  tax  alluded  to,  provided  it  can  be  done 
without  prejudice  to  claims  thereon  which  may  be  entitled  to  pre- 
ference. 

To  the  condition  of  that  portion  of  the  internal  improvement 
debt,  which  consists  of  the  bonds  delivered  to  the  late  United  States 
Bank,  and  for  which  the  State  received  partial  payment  only,  the 
special  consideration  of  the  Legislature  is  invited. 

To  make  early  provision  for  the  ultimate  payment  of  this  debt, 
both  principal  and  interest,  appears  to  me  to  be  an  imperious  duty, 
which  we  should  neither  attempt  nor  desire  to  avoid.  Such  a 
measure  is,  in  my  judgment,  dictated,  alike,  by  a  wise  and  pru- 
dent regard  for  the  honor  and  interests  of  the  State,  and  a  proper 
appreciation  of  the  just  rights  of  our  creditors. 

That  the  people  of  Michigan  intend,  in  good  faith,  to  pay  the 
public  debt,  I  cannot  doubt;  and  in  my  view,  their  interests  will  be 
best  subserved  by  proceeding  without  unnecessary  delay  to  pro- 
vide for  its  liquidation  and  extinguishment. 

It  is  apparent,  that  if  the  situation  of  this  debt  be  suffered  to  re- 
main unchanged  for  any  considerable  term  of  years,  the  result  can- 
not but  be  prejudicial,  as  the  payment  of  the  original  amount, 
largely  augmented  by  the  annually  accruing  interest,  will  have  still 
to  be  provided  for,  and  with  no  additional  resources.  The  faith  of 
the  State  is  solemnly  pledged  to  pay  all  she  owes,  and  her  citizens 
will  fulfill  the  sacred  obligation.  To  you,  gentlemen,  her  chosen 
representatives,  is  entrusted  the  high  and  holy  office  of  guarding 
her  rights,  and  of  vindicating  her  honor,  and  I  feel  assured  that  you 
will  discharge  the  duty  with  the  most  scrupulous  fidelity. 

The  suggestions  of  the  Auditor  General  in  relation  to  this  part  of 
the  state  indebtedness,  I  commend  to  your  special  attention ;  the 
whole  subject  is  carefully  considered  and  ably  discussed  in  his  re- 
port, which  will  be  laid  before  you. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  in  whatever  measures  you  may  think 
proper  to  adopt,  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  great  object  in 
view— the  payment  of  the  annual  interest  and  the  ultimate  absorp- 


cioo  of  tba  principal  of  tke  whole  public  debt,  u  ipeedilj  as  the 
mbilitj  of  the  a^ate  will  permit — ^I  shall  most  cheerfully  co-operate. 
The  amimgent  itht  of  the  State  remains  in  much  the  same  con* 
didoD  in  which  it  was  stated  to  be»  by  the  last  report  of  the  Auditor 
General,  and  seems  not  to  require  legislative  action  at  present. 
Its  liabilities  consist  of  the  bonds  of  the  State  to  the  amount  of 
S100»000  loaned  to  the  Detroit  and  Pontiac  Railroad  Company; 
a  similar  loan,  and  of  the  same  amount,  to  the  University— and  of 
the  instalments  of  the  surplus  revenue  deposited  by  the  United 
States  in  the  State  treasury  amounting  to  9280,151  49. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  State  Land  Office,  shows 

the  total  receipts  on  account  of  sales  of  all  classes  of  publiclands, 

dwrittg  the  past  year,  to  be  $110,580  53,  of  which  amount  there 

was  received  on  account  of  School  lands,  $63,634  10 

Univeisity  Lands,  24,399  18 

State  Building  Lands,  1,600  74 

Internal  Improvement  Lands,  20,087  06 

Sah  Spring  Lands,  868  45 

The  whole  number  of  acres  of  School  lands  sold,  down  to  the 

30di  of  November,  1847,  is  94,937,  of  which  18,990  and  30-100 

acres  have  been  sold  during  the  last  year.     The  school  section  on 

which  the  present  seat  of  government  is  located,  has  been  laid  out 

by  the  Commissioners  into  town  lots,  the  appraised  value  of  which, 

exclusive  of  the  tract  selected  for  the  site  of  the  Capitol,  is  995,527. 

Of  these  town  lots,  sales  have  been  made  during  the  year,  to  the 

amount  of  $18,233. 

Of  the  University  lands,  to  which  the  State  is  entitled,  44,416 
and  31-100  acres  have  been  selected,  of  which  19,606  and  80-100 
acres  were  sold  prior  to  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year. 

Of  the  half  million  acres  of  Internal  Improvement  lands,  appro* 
priated  by  Congress,  492,504  and  41-100  acres  have  been  selected, 
of  which  there  have  been  sold  263,054  and  21-100  acres.  The 
legislature  appropriated  27,000  acres  for  the  erection  of  a  bridge 
across  the  Grand  River,  at  Lyons,  and  the  construction  of  a  canal 
around  the  Grand  Rapids,  upon  the  same  river:  202,450  and  20-100 
acres  remain  unsold. 
The  balance  of  .the  grant  is  7,495  and  59-100  acres,  most  of 
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wliicli  was,  by  tbe  dwection  of  my  predeoenor,  selectod  in  Ihe 
mmeral  region  of  Lake  Superior,  in  pursuance  of  law. 

To  this  selection,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  atWashingtoti^ 
refuses  to  gire  his  assent  or  approval,  of  which  this  department 
has  been  officially  notified  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office. 

Whether  such  approval  is  made  necessary  by  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  to  vest  in  the  State  the  title  to  the  lands  selected^ 
and  if  so,  whether  tbe  discretion  has  been  exercised;  in  this  case, 
conformably  to  those  laws,  are  questions  requiring  careful  investi- 
gation. That  the  action  of  that  high  functionary  has  been  in  strict 
accordance  with  his  views  of  official  duty^  there  is  no  reason  to 
doubt;  but  as  the  subject  is  one  in  which  important  interests  of  the 
State  are  involved,  it  is  submitted  to  the  legislature  with  a  view  to 
the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  may  seem  expedient  in  the 
premises. 

Under  the  act  of  Congress,  giving  its  consent  to  the  sale  of  tbe 
Salt  Spring  Land$,  previously  selected  by  the  State,  a  portion  of 
those  lands,  were,  for  the  first  time,  brought  into  market  and  ofier* 
ed  for  public  sale  during  the  past  year,  pursuant  to  the  laws  of  the 
State  relating  thereto;  and  777  and  48-100  acres  were  thus  Bold, 
at  the  minimum  price  of  $4  per  acre. 

The  original  selections  of  these  lands  amounted  to  45,348  a!tad 
55-100  acres,  24,264  and  10-100  acres  of  which,  it  is  understood, 
have  received  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  from 
the  remaining  selections  the  approval  of  that  officer  is  withheld. 

Of  the  lands  granted  by  Congress  Id  aid  of  thfb  erection  of  pub- 
lie  buildings  for  the  State,  there  remain  unsold,  27,805  and  54-100 
acres.  Certain  lands  were  received  in  payment  of  debts  due  from 
the  Michigan  State  Bank,  and  other  debts  of  the  State,  valued,  on 
appraisal,  at  $28,176  41,  of  which  sales  have  been  effected  to  the 
amount  of  $5,605  62,  leaving  a  balance  unsold  of  $22,566  79. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  appointed  under  the  act  pro* 
viding  for  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  government,  to  select  and 
designate  a  site  in  the  township  of  Lansing,  in  this  county,  on 
which  to  erect  the  Capitol*  and  other  State  buildings,  it  herewith 
transmitted.    Various  propositions  were  submitted  by  and  in  be- 
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hslf  of  iMliTtdaftU,  dasirouB  of  bftTing  the  locttioo  made  opondioir 
own  lands.  All  lands,  connected  with  such  propositions,  were 
carefiiDy  explored  and  examined,  and  each  proposal  maturely  con- 
mdered  by  the  Commissioners;  they  finally,  however,  Hnanimously 
coBcorred  in  the  opinion  that  the  interest  of  the  State  would  be 
beet  subserved,  by  placing  the  public  buildings  upon  the  sixteenth 

r 

section  in  the  township  mentioned  in  the  act  referred  to,  and  they 
accordingly  designated  a  part  o£  that  section  for  such  purpose. 

There  is  no  subject  paramount  inj  importance  to  that  of  Com- 
mon School  EducatioQ, — ^none  that  has  a  higher  claim  to  the  fos- 
tering care  of  the  government.  I  am  not  aware  that  further  legis- 
lation is  necessary  in  relation  to  our  common  school  system,  unless 
it  be  deemed  expedient  to  pi'ovide  for  the  establishment  of  Nor- 
mal Schools  for  the  education  and  qualification  of  teachers.  Such 
institutions,  when  properly  conducted,  have  been  productive  of 
great  good,  and  no  doubt  is  entertained  but  such  would  be  the  re- 
sult of  their  introduction  into  our  State,  and  being  made  to  form 
a  part  of  our  educational  system.  By  a  joint  resolution  of  the 
legidature,  approved  March  4,  1847,  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Imtmction  was  required  to  compile  so  much  of  his  annual  reports  * 
for  the  years  1845  and  1846,  as  he  should  deem  necessary  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  general  information  relative  to  common  schools. 
That  duty  has  been  performed,  and  the  '^compilation"  contempla- 
ted by  the  resolution  has  been  made  by  that  officer,  and  will  be 
laid  beftnreyou. 

The  number  of  townships  from  which*  reports  have  been  receiv- 
ed, pursuant  to  laW,  is  425,  somewhat  exceeding  the  number  by 
wU^  reports  were  made  last  year. 

The  number  of  school  districts,  from  which  reports  have  been  re- 
ceived, is  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty— being  eighty  one  more 
thao  reported  last  year ;  and  the  number  of  children  reported,  be- 
tween the  ages  of  four  and  eighteen  years,  is  one  hundred  and  eight 
thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty — showing  an  increase  of  ten  thousand 
four  hundred  and  seventy  two,  upon  the  number  returned  in  any  for- 
mer year. 

The  whole  number  that  have  attended  common  schools  during  the 
past  year,  as  shown  by  the  returns  from  the  several  counties,  is  eighty 
eight  ^usand  and  eighty;  tenthousimd  two  hundred  and  seventy  three 
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more  than  are  reported  to  have  received  such  instruction  the  previotts 
year. 

For  the  year  1840,  the  primary  school  interest  fund  apportioned 
among  theseveral  counties  and  townships  of  the  state,  was  (27,035  T^*— 
thirty  one  cents  to  every  child  reported  between  the  ages  before  men- 
tioned. I 

The  amount  divided  the  present  year  is  #81,350  54 — thirty  two 
cents  to  each  child  entitled,  by  law,  to  participate  in  the  distribution  of 
the  fund. 

The  whole  sum  expended  in  the  State,  during  the  year,  for  the  sup- 
port of  common  schools,  was  $130,581  80 — •86,548  75  of  which 
was  applied  to  the  building  and  repairing  of  school  houses. 

There  are  three  hundred  township  libraries  in  the  State,  containing 
forty  three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty  six  volumes,  according 
to  the  returns  of  the  past  year  being  thirty  more  libraries,  and  six  thou- 
sand  nine  hundred  and  thirty  eight  volumes  of  books,  more  than  were 
reported  in  1846. 

Tliese  libraries  circulate  through  one  thousand  three  hundred  and 
.  forty-nine  school  districts  two  hundred  and  sixty  eight  more  than  have 
participated  in  their  benefits,  in  any  former  year. 

The  returns  evince  an  increasing  interest  in  all  parts  of  the  State,  in 
behalf  of  common  schools,  and  of  education  generally.  In  several 
villages,  Union  School  Houses  have  been  erected  at  an  expense,  vary- 
ing from  $800  to  $8000,  and  a  greater  willingness  is  manifested  to 
en^loy  competent  teachers,  and  to  pay  an  adequate  compensation  for 
their  services.    . 

The  increasing  usefulness  and  prosperity  of  the  University,  cannot 
fail  to  be  a  source  of  gratification  to  every  citizen  of  Michigan. 

Of  the  twenty-six  professorships  contemplated  by  the  organic  law  of 
the  institution,  seven  have  been  already  established  by  the  board  of 
regents  and  their  chairs  filled,  by  whom  instruction  is  given  in  all  the 
branches  of  literature  and  science  usually  taught  in  collegiate  institu- 
tions of  the  liighest  grade. 

Of  the  seven  professors  appointed,  there  is  one  of  tlie  Ancient  Lan- 
guages^—one  of  the  Modem  Languages— one  of  Mathematics  and  Nat- 
ural Philosophy — one  of  Moral  and  Intellectual  Philosophy-— one  of 
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Logic,  Rhetoric  and  the  Philosophy  of  Hittory-'-one  of  Botany  and 
Zoology,  and  one  of  Chemistry  and  Geology. 

The  library,  consisting  of  about  five  thousand  volumes,  is  believed 
to  be  one  of  the  most  valuable,  of  its  extent,  in  the  United  States,  em- 
bracing as  It  does,  the  most  approved  foreign  works  in  the  several  de- 
partments of  Literature,  Science  and  the  Arts. 

Its  cabinet  of  Natural  History  is,  also,  of  great  extent  and  value.— ^ 
The  cabinet  purchased  of  Baron  Liederer,  is  a  rare  and  rich  collection 
of  fo>reign  minerals.  Besides  which,  it  has  an  extensive  collection  of 
American  minerals  and  fossils,  together  with  suits  of  specimens  illus- 
trative of  the  Geology,  Zoology,  and  Botany  of  Michigan,  affording  al- 
together greater  advantages  to  the  student  in  Natural  History,  than  any 
wimlar  institution  in  this  country. 

The  success  of  the  University  thus  far  has  exceeded  the  expecta- 
tions of  its  most  sanguine  friends.  The  number  of  Students  now  be- 
longing to  the  several  classes  is  eighty-three,  and,  that  the  number  will 
be  largely  increased  at  the  commencement  of  each  succeeding  colle- 
giate year,  there  is  every  reason  to  expect 

The  professors  have  been  selected  for  their  ability,  learning,  and 
high  moral  qualities,  and,  that  they  possess  them  all,  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree, is  demonstrated  by  the  manner  in  which  they  have  discharged 
the  varied,  arduous  and  responsible  duties  of  their  respective  stations. 

The  finanoes  of  this  favored  institution,  are  also  upon  a  most  satis- 
factory footing. 

A  debt  was  early  contracted  in  its  behalf^  for  a  loan  of  tl  00,000  of 
the  bonds  of  the  State,  which  has  been  reduced,  from  time  to  time,  by 
the  sale  of  portions  of  its  lands  for  warrants  drawn  upon  the  Internal 
Improvement  fund,  to  t20,628  01,  and  the  nett  amount  of  revenue 
derived  from  all  sources,  during  the  past  year,  and  made  availi^le  for 
its  general  use,  afWr  deducting  interest  due  on  the  balance  of  its  debt, 
win  exceed  $16,000,  id)out  half  of  which  has  been  expended  in  the 
erection  of  an  additional  building  for  dormitories  and  lecture  rooms; 

Appropriations  are  no  longer  made  by  the  Regents  for  the  support 
of  Branches  of  the  University,  and  instruction  is  continued  only  in 
those  at  Kalamazoo  and  Rbmeo. 

The  reports  of  the  Adjutant  General  and  Quarter  Master  General 
are  herewith  transmitted.     By  an  order  made  on  the  26th  May  last^ 
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the  Quarter  Master  Creneral's  deportment  was  placed  under  the  diree* 
tion  and  control  of  the  Adjutant  General,  since  which,  he  has  per- 

« 

formed  all  the  duties  of  both  departments. 

A  strong  repugnance  is  inanifested  in  many  sections  of  the  State 
to  an  organization  of  the  militia.  Serious  embarrassments  have  been 
encountered,  consequently,  by  \he  Adjutant  General,  in  his  efforts  to 
obtain  from  the  civil  authorities  of  the  various  townships  and  counties, 
prompt  and  accurate  returns  of  those  liable  to  do  military  duty.  Those 
embarrassments  however,  have  been,  in  a  good  degree,  overcome,  by 
the  zealous  and  unremitted  exertions  of  that  efficient  ofEcer,  to  whom 
the  State  is  principally  indebted  for  the  progress,  thus  far,  made  in  the 
enrollment  of  the  militia. 

The  whole  numerical  strength  of  the  militia  of  the  State  is  estima- 
ted at  sixty  thousand,  embracing  those  actually  enrolled — such  as  are 
Kable  to  military  duty,  but  not  yet  returned,  together  with  the  active  or 
volunteer  force.  I  commend  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  legislature 
the  proposition  of  the  Adjutant  Greneral  to  appropriate  to  the  purpose 
of  an  Armory  the  rooms  hitherto  occupied  by  the  Auditor  General  and 
State  Treasurer,  in  the  State  Building  in  the  City  of  Detroit  The 
reasons  urged  by  him  for  such  use  of  the  rooms  in  question,  are  cer- 
tainly forcible,  and  to  my  nvnd,  entirely  satisfactory.  They  are  fully 
detailed  in  his  report 

I  concur  in  opinion  with  the  Adjutant  General,  also,  with  re- 
gard to  the  propriety  of  placing  at  the  disposal  of  his  department; 
a  fond  sufficient  to  defray  its  necessary  incidental  expenses. 

On  the  19th  of  May,  1846,  a  requisition  was  made  by  the  War 
Department,  upon  the  executive  of  this  State,  for  the  enrollment  of 
m  regiment  of  volunteer  infantry,  of  ten  companies,  to  be  held  in 
readiness  for  active  servioe,  when  called  for  by  the  President. 

By  a  joint  resolution  of  the  Legislature,  approved  February  13» 
1847,  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated,  to  be  ap- 
plied, in  the  discretion  of  the  executive,  in  fitting  out  any  volunteer 
regiment,  battalion  or  company,  that  might  be  calldd  from  this 
State,  to  serve  in  the  war  with  Mexico.  ^ 

In  October  last,  an  order  was  issued  by  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent, for  mustering  these  troops  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  i  and  the  meaiuree  necessary  to  secure  a  compliance  with 
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^ttt  order,  were  taken  without  delay,  by  diepivper  snthorities  of 
the  State.  OfBcera  of  ffae  regiment  and  of  the  several  companiea 
have  been  appointed  and  commisaion^d,  and  although  the  required 
number  of  the  rank  and  file,  in  some  of  the  companies,  haa  not  ye^ 
been  completed,  the  regiment,  nerertheleaa,  hae  been  muttered  tote 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  six  companies  bsYo  marched 
for  the  seat  of  war.  ' 

The  commanders  of  the  four  companies  remaining,  give  assur* 
ance  that  their  respective  commands  will  be  speedily  filled,  and 
the  whole  in  readiness  to  follow  those  who  have  preceded  them. 

An  account  of  the  disbursements  made,  and  to  be  made,  under 
the  joint  resolution  referred  to,  will  be  submitted  to  you»  when  the 
object  to  which  they  are  applicable  shall  have  been  fully  accom- 
plished. 

The  amount  thus  expended  will  in  due  time  be  reimbursed  to 
the  State  treasury  by  the  general  government 

The  promptitude  with  vi4iich  our  &Dow  citizens  responded  to 
this  call,  affords  an  earnest  that  they  will  cheerfblly  encounter  any 
hardship  or  danger  for  the  vindication  of  their  country's  honor  or 
the  maintenance  of  its  rights.  They  are  entitled  to  our  warm  and 
vnmeasured  thanks ;  and,  that  they  may  be  ''saved  firom  the  hands 
of  our  enemies" — "  preserved  from  all  perils,"  and  restored  to  their 
respective  fiimilies  and  fiiends,  should  the  prayer  of  every  Ameri- 
can patriot  and  christian  be  offered  to  Him  who  is  alone  the 
giver  of  victory. 

I  do  not  propose  an  investigation  of  the  causes  which  have  led 
to  our  present  unhappy  relations  with  Mexico,  nor  a  vindication  of 
the  policy  by  which  our  government  has  been  guided  in  the  prose- 
cution of  the  war  with  diat  Republic, 

Either  would  be  supererogation.  It  is  suiBoientto  say,  here,  that 
tlie  war  was  neither  sought  nor  commenced  by  our  government : 
we  were  {breed  into  the  position  we  now  occupy,  by  the  aggres- 
sive  acts  of  Mexico  herself. 

She  invaded  our  territory  with  her  armed  soldiery,  and  diere  shed 
the  blood  of  our  citizens. 

No  cboice  was  left  for  us.  To  oppose  force  with  force— drive  the 
invader  from  our  soil— vanqutah  her  annies^^-captare  her  soldiei»— 
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Bubjogate  her  oitiaB  and  lowns^—occupy  and  govern  her  ooua- 
try— levy  contributions  upon  her  inhabitants  for  the  support  of  our 
army,  until  she  should  acknowledge  our  rights,  and  make  repara- 
tion for  the  long  catalogue  of  injuries  committed  upon  our  citizens — 
was  the  imperious  duty  of  our  goTemment. 

That  duty  it  has  endeaYored  faithfully  to  perform,  and  its  ef- 
forts thus  far  made,  have  been  crowned  with  triumphant  success. 
From  Palo  Alto  to  Buena  Vista,  and  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Mexico, 
the  march  of  our  army  was  but  a  continued  series  of  rictories— 
our  braye  troops,  officers  and  men,  have  covered  themselves  with* 
unfading  glory. 

Of  all  the  heroic  band  composing  the  American  army  in  Mexi- 
co, none  have  served  their  country  more  faithfully,  bravely,  and 
successfully  than  those  from  our  own  State;  officers  and  privates* 
regulars  and  volunteers,  all  have  devoted  themselves  to  their  coun- 
try's cause,  with  a  determined  energy  and  unconquerable  courage, 
that  would  have  distinguished  an  army  of  veterans.  They  have 
poured  out  their  blood  like  water,  and  their  crippled  limbs  and 
mutilated  bodies  are  sad  but  truthful  mementos  of  their  deeds  of 
daring  upon  the  battle-field. 

They,  with  all  their  compatriots  in  arms,  merit  our  highest  praises 
and  our  deepest  gratitude. 

The  fiscal  year  of  the  State  Prison  has  hitherto  terminated  on 
the  31st  day  of  October;  but  by  the  Revised  Statutea  of  1846,  its 
accounts  for  the  year  are  to  be  closed  on  the  30th  of  November, 
producing  uniformity,  in  that  respect,  between  it  and  the  other  de- 
partments. Consequently,  the  report  of  its  officers  for  the  present 
year,  will  embrace  a  period  from  the  1st  of  November,  1846,  to  the 
30th  of  the  same  month,  in  1847,  both  inclusive. 

The  number  of  convicts  remaining  in  the  prison  on  the  31st  of 
October,  1846,  was  122.  Forty*four  were  received  between  that 
date  and  the  dOtb  of  November,  1847.  During  the  same  period^ 
14  were  pardoned,  24  were  discbai'ged  by  expiration  of  sentence, 
three  died,  and  two  escaped ;  and  on  the  day  last  mentioned,  the 
number  remaining  was  119. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  labor  of  the  convicts  has,  during  the 
past,  as  in  previous  years,  been  performed  for  individuals,  upon 
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cootrvet  made  widi  them  by  the  agent,  under  which  eotatraeta, 
30,418  days  work  hare  been  performed,  at  an  average  price  of 
aboBt  311  cents  per  day, 

Amonnting,  in  the  whole,  to  #9,620  %1 

The  estimated  vahie  of  convict  labor  performed  for 

the  State,  is  2,665  25 


Making  their  total  earnings,  $12,285  52 

The  total  receipts  of  the  prison  from  the  State  Treasury,  from 
GontFactors  for  convict  labor,  and  from  all  other  sources,  during  the 
13  months  before  specified,  were  $18,429  03;  and  the  total  expend- 
itares,  for  salaries,  subsistence,  and  for  all  other  purposes,  during 
the  same  period,  were  $18,060  42,  leaving  a  balance  on  hand, 
Nov.  30th,  1847,  of  «368  01. 

Our  Judiciary  system  will  claim  your  early  and  careful  atten- 
tion. 

A  prompt,  efficient  and  wise  administration  of  the  laws,  is  alike 
essential  to  the  maintenance  of  public  and  private  rights,  and  the 
redress  of  corresponding  wrongs. 

By  the  late  revision  of  our  laws,  the  previously  existing  judiciary  | 
system  underwent  many  material  and  important  alterations. 

The  office.of  Chancellor  was  abolished,  and  its  duties  added  to 
those  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  then  too  onerous  to  be 
much  longer  borne  by  those  officers. 

To  the  Chancellor  had  been  committed  the  administration  of 
equity  jurisprudence,  for  the  whole  State.  To  him  had  been  given 
original  jurisdiction  in  all  cases  where  resort  was  to  be  had  to  reme- 
dies purely  equitable,  and  his  decrees  terminated  the  litigation  in  a 
very  large  proportion  of  the  suits  brought  before  him. 

The  business  of  that  Court,  from  its  organization  to  its  abolition, 
steadily  and  rapidly  increased,  and,  during  the  last  years  of  its 
existence,  accumulated  largely  upon  its  dockets,  notwithstanding 
the  ability  and  untiring  industry  of  the  distinguished  individuals 
who*,  at  different  periods,  sat  upon  its  bench. 

By  the  same  revision,  the  District  Court,  a  tribunal  established 
for  the  administration  of  Criminal  Justice  alone,  in  four  of  the 
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large  countieaf  was  abolished  also,  and  its  duties  thrown  upon  Cb» 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 

In  the  Supreme  Court,  too,  there  has  been  a  great  increaae  of 
business  during  the  last  few  years,  especially  in  the  First  Judici^ 
Circuit,  where  causes  had  accumulated  from  term  to  term,  until, 
at  the  dose  of  the  last  session,  a  long  calendar -remained  undecided. 

Delay  of  justice,  to  the  man  of  business,  is  almost  equivalent  to 
its  denial ;  for  its  speedy  administration,  therefore,  every  practica- 
ble facility  should  be  afforded. 

With  a  view  to  relieve  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  from 
the  great  pressure  anticipated,  from  casting  on  them  the  busioaaa 
of  the  Chancery  and  Criminal  Courts,  another  tribunal  was  created, 
the  effect  of  which  has  been,  it  is  true,  to  reduce  somewhat  the  Im^ 
bor  of  the  judges  presiding  at  the  circuits. 

Such  reduction,  however,  bears  but  a  small  proportion  to  the 
increase  of  their  labor  consequent  upon  the  abolition  of  the  two 
courts  just  mentioned. 

It  is  apparent,  then,  that  with  our  present  judicial  force,  with  the 
system  now  existing,  justice  cannot  be  administered  with  the  prompt- 
itude which  the  public  interest  requires,  and  which  private  suitors 
have  a  ri^t  to  demand. 

How  shall  the  evil  be  remedied?  Several  modes  have  been  sugges- 
ted. One,  a  restoration  of  the  system  superseded  by  the  revision  of 
1640,  with  an  additionsl  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 

Another,  an  enlargement  of  the  powers  of  the  County  Courts,  giv- 
ing to  those  tribunals  general  jurisdiction  in  all  actions  at  law,  civil  and 
criipinal ;  and  again  it  has  been  proposed  to  retain  the  present  system 
unchanged,  except  by  the  addition  of  two  justices  to  the  court  of  last 
resort. 

On  the  score  of  economy,  the  first,  I  cannot  doubt,  is  entiUed  to  a 
decided  preference.  I  believe  no  system  has  been  yet  devised,  under 
which  so  lai'ge  an  amount  of  judicial  labor  can  be  performed,  at  the 
same  expense,  as  the  one  adopted  on  the  organization  of  our  State 
Government 

Senen  individuals,  of  competent  ability,  would,  unquestionably,  per- 
form the  whole  judicial  service  of  the  State,  (except  such  as  more  prop- 
erly falls  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Probate  Courts  and  Justices  of  the 
Peace,)  for  many  years  to  come,  and  that  too,  without  the  aid  of  local 
judges. 
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We  now  hftve  in  office  thirty  six  judges,  and  four  injunction  masters, 
who  are,  for  many  purposes,  under  the  laws  now  existent,  vice-Chan- 
oellors.  • 

Strong  objections  exist,  in  the  minds  of  many,  to  a  court  of  Chancery 
as  a  distinct  tribunal ;  but  it  has  always  seemed  to  me  that  so  long  as  a 
distinction  be  observed  between  legal  and  equitable  remedies,  those 
remedies  could  be  most  conveniently,  safely  and  cheaply  administered 
when  committed  to  separate  jurisdictions. 

If,  however,  you  should  deem  it  inexpedient  to  revive  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  and  yet  believe  it  judicious  to  restore  the  former 
system  excluding  that  tribunal,  the  appointmentof  additional  judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  may  be  provided  for,  with  a  corresponding 
namber  of  judicial  circuits,  and  each  judge,  as  now,  made  a  chan* 
ceQor  for  his  circuit. 

In  case  it  be  determined  to  retain  the  present  system,  I  respect- 
fully recommend  a  careful  revision  of  the  law  establishing  County 
Couits ;  many  of  the  provisions  of  which,  are,  by  their  practical 
operation,  shown  to  be  defective ;  and  should  you  think  it  unwise 
to  increase  the  force  upon  the  bench  of  the  court  of  last  resort,  it 
would  seem  necessary  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the*^  County  Courts 
should  be  much  enlarged. 

Should  those  courts  be  invested  with  general  jurisdiction  in  all 
actions  at  law,  civil  and  criminal,  relieving  the  judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  from  the  trial  of  issues  of  fact,  I  doubt  not  but  those 
judges  would  be  enabled  to  perform  all  the  duties  of  the  latter  tri- 
banal,  and  of  Chancellors  also,  in  their  respective  circuits. 

With  such  a  reorganization  of  the  County  Courts,  compensa- 
tion should  be  provided  for  the  judges,  proportionate  to  the  labor 
to  be  performed  and  the  responsibilities  assumed,  by  those  officers. 

Their  salaries  should,  I  think,  be  paid  out  of  the  several  county 
treasuries,  the  amounts  being  either  fixed  by  law,  or  determined 
l>7  the  supervisors,  according  to  the  business  of  their  respective 
counties. 

The  compensation  of  judicial  officers,  of  so  considerable  digni- 
ty and  importance  as  the  county  judges  will  be,  invested  with  the 
jurisdiction,  I  have  supposed,  ought  not  to  be  derived  from  suitors 
ut  their  bar,  as  fees,  for  the  performance  of  official  duty— certainly 
»ot  duectly. 

Oar  constitution  teaches  an  instructive  lesson  upon  this  subject. 

The  aixth  article  of  that  instrument,  after  providing  for  the  ap- 

2 


18 

pointroent  of  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  declares  that  "they 
shall  receive  an  adequate  compensation/'  6lc,  "But  they  shall  re* 
ceive  no  fee«  nor  perquisites  of  office.'*  That  provision  will  be 
applicable^  in  all  its  force,  to  the  county  judges,  if  they  be  clothed 
with  general  jurisdiction  in  all  actions  at  law. 

If  general  criminal  jurisdiction  be  conferred  on  those  tribunals, 
jurors,  both  grand  and  petit,  must  be  summoned  before  them,  at 
stated  terms  to  be  fixed  by  law. 

That  some  further  provision  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  criminal  justice,  in  the  large  counties^  more  espe- 
cially  in  the  counties  of  Wayne,  Oakland  and  Washtenaw,  does 
not  admit  of  question. 

Under  the  present  system,  with  semi-annual  terms  only,  of  the 
only  court  of  original  jurisdiction  in  criminal  cases,  persons 
charged  with ^  crime  accumulate  in  the  county  jails,  subject  the 
counties  to  great  expenses  for  their  care  and  support,  and  frequent- 
ly, the  prisoners  themselves,  to  great  suffering,  and. that  top,  before 
.thej  are  convicted  of  any  crime. 

The  restoration  of  the  district  court,  or  the  creation  of  another 
^ribunal^  with  the  powers  of  that  court,  would  afford  an  ample,  and 
it  is  believed,  an  economical  remedy  for  these  evils. 

I  submit  the  whole  subject  to  you,  trusting  that  its  importance 
will  commend  it  to  your  deliberate  and  careful  consideration. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to 
the  existing  laws  relative  to  granting  licenses  to  theatrical  exhibi- 
tions, public  shows,  &c. 

By  their  provisions,  township  boards,^ d  the  corporate  boards 
of  villages,  are  empowered  to  license  theatrical  exhibitions,  pub- 
lic shows,  and  such  other  exhibitions  as  they  may  deem  proper,  to 
which  admission  is  obtained  on  payment  of  money,  upon  such  terms 
and  conditions  as  they  may  think  reasonable. 

By  the  laws  of  many  of  tlie  States,  so  heavy  a  tax  is  imposed  on 
.  licenses  as  efiectually  to  prevent  such  exhibitions  altogether,  or  to 
confine  them  to  the  cities  and  large  towns;  and  in  most  of  the 
States,  pefBons  obtaining  lincenses  for  such  purposes,  are  compelled 
to  pay  to  the  public  treasury  what  shall  seem,  in  some  degree  at 
least,  an  equivalent  for  the  privileges  conferred ;  while  the  practical 
operation  of  our  law  is  such,  that  public  shows,  of  almost  every 
grade  and  character,  are  licensed  as  a  matter  of  course,  on  appli- 
cation for  that  purpose,  and  usually,  it  is  believed,  upon  the  pay- 
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neDt  of  a  sum  merely  nomana)*  It  ^11  appear,  from  any  ealcula- 
tioa  s^proacbing  to  accuracy,  tbat  an  expense  of  time  and  money 
ia  annually  incurred  by  our  cltisens,  on  account  of  sucb  exbibi- 
tionft,  exceeding  in  amount  all  diaburBements  made  in  snppoit  of 
the  State  government;  and  tbose  wbo  are  permitted  to  make  tbis 
heavy  draft  upon  ue,  render  no  adequate  equivalent.  Therefore,  I 
sttggestthe  expediency  of  fixing,  by  law,  a  tariff  of  prices  for  these 
licenses,  ranging  upward  from  an  established  minimum,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  population  of  the  county  in  which  application  shall  be 
made  therefor. 

I  recommend  that  the  County  Treasurers  alone  be  empowered 
to  grant  such  licenses,  and  that  all  moneys  received  therefor  be 
paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  proper  county,  and  by  him  apportioned 
among  the  several  townships  in  the  county,  to  be  applied  to  the 
pttrchase  of  books  for  their  respective  libraries. 

The  subject  of  a  cand  around  the  falls  of  the  St.  Mary's,  at  the 
ootlet  of  Lake  Superior  in  this  State,  will  be  strongly  pressed  up- 
OD  die  attention  of  the  Liegislature. 

The  importance  of  such  a  work  can  hardly  be  over  estimated. 

Though  essentially  national  in  its  character,  the  general  govern* 
ment  has  made  no  provision  for  its  construction;  and  there  is,  prob- 
ably, little  reason  to  expect  appropriations  by  Congress  for  that 
object,  so  long,  at  least,  as  the  country  is  involved  in  a  foreign 


The  state  has  not  the  means  at  command  to  meet  the  expenses 
of  sttdi  a  work,  and  prudence,  as  well  as  good  faith  towards  our 
present  creditors,  forbids  a  resort  to  loans  for  such  purposes,  even 
were  they  known  to  be  accessible. 

Private  enterprise,  and  private  capital  alone,  seem  available  fbr 
opening  this  channel  of  connection  between  Lake  Superior  and 
the  waters  below. 

Widi  a  view  of  the  attainment  of  this  object,  an  act  was  passed 
by  the  last  legislature,  granting  a  charter«to  any  persons  who  might 
be  found  willing  to  embark  in  the  enterprise. 

None,  however,  have  appeared  to  accept  its  terms  and  organiae 
under  its  provisions. 

It  has  been  represented,  that  -with  some  modifications  of  the 
chatter,  the  stock  would  be  immediately  taken,  the  necessary  fonds 
provided,  the  work  commenced  without  delayi  and  carried  rapidly 
forward  to  completion. 
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,  SbouU  such  proposals,  in  taogible  form,  emUnatiAg  from 
sponsible  sources,  be  submitted  for  your  consideration,  it  will  then 
be  for  you  to  determine  wbelher  the  proposed  amendments  can  be 
made  consistently  with  the  general  interests  of  the  State. 

Of  the  nine  million  acres  of  land  which  we  possess  in  the  Up- 
per Peninsula,  a  large  part  is  described  by  those  who  hare  moat 
thoroughly  explored  it,  as  equal  in  all  respects,  for  the  purposes 
of  settlement  and  agriculture,  to  any  portion  of  New  England,  or 
the  more  northera  part  of  this  peninsula* 

The  interests  of  our  own  State,  and  indeed  of  the  whole  Union , 
would  be  promoted  by  the.  settlement  and  cultivation  of  that 
country,  and  by  the  opening  of  its  mines  of  copper  and  other  val* 
uable  metals. 

To  encourage  and  foster  these  important  and  increasing  interests, 
by  every  means  in  its  power,  is  the  plain  duty  of  the  State  Govern- 
ment. 

The  productions  of  the  rich  and  inexhaustible  mines  of  iron, 
copper  and  silver*  found  along  the  shores  of  Lake  Superior — the 
produce,  too,  of  the  fisheries  of  that  lake,  scarcely  exceeded  in  ex- 
tent or  value  by  those  of  Newfoundland,  even,  and  the  lumber 
from  almost  boundless  forests  of  pine  and  cedar,  all  must  pass 
through  the  St  Mary's  canal  when  made. 

Of  such  vast  magnitude  and  importance  is  the  business  of  the 
upper  lake  likely  soon  to  become,  and  so  indispensible  to  its  pros* 
perity  and  growth  is  the  construction  of  that  canal,  that  it  should 
be  encouraged  by  a  charter,  as  liberal  in  its  terms  as  can  be  grants 
ed  without  jeoparding  the  just  rights  of  the  public. 

I  cannot  permit  the  present  occasion  to  pass  without  directing  your 
attention,  for  a  moment,  towards  an  interesting,  and,  I  think  valuaUe 
class  of  foreigners,  that,  for  the  last  five  months,  have  been  arriving  in 
our  State. 

They  are  a  colony  of  Hollanders,  settled  in  the  county  of  Ottawa, 
near  lake  Michigan,  remote  from  the  inhabited  parts  of  the  country. 

Their  language  is  the  low  Dutch,  they  ore  ignorant  of  our  vemaeu* 
lar  tongue  and  few  persons  in  our  state  can  act  as  interpreters  of  theirs. 

They  are  located  in  a  thickly  timbered  region,  without  roads,  witiiout 
mills,  without  mails,  without  magistrates  or  police  regulations  of  any 
kind,  and  indeed  without  most  of  those  facilities  and  conveniences  that 
are  deemed  indispensably  necessary  to  civilized  life,  even  in  its  hum- 
blest conditions. 


Stifi  diayaak  Ml  private  <^aritj,  nor  do  &6y  solicit  qifn^atiqns 
from,  the  puUic  ti'ettury,  but  they  do  invoke  the  interpoeition  of  State 
legislation,  so  far  as  to  extend  to  them  the  benefits  of  an  organized  town- 
ship  government,  and  of  such  opened  and  constructed  highways  as 
will  affi>rd  them  access  to  mills,  merchants,  mechanics  and  post  offices. 

They  are  a  hardy,  industrious,  frugal,  moral  and  religious  people,  of  * 
what  is  denominated  the  Free  Church  of  Holland,  and  like  the  pilgrims 
of  1020,  came  U>  this  country  to  escape  the  intolerance  of  their  own, 
and  in  queetof  liberty  of  conscience,  where  no  alliance  exists  between 
the  church  and  the  State,  and  where  they  may  be  permitted  to  worship 
God  in  their  own  way* 

The  Colony  now  numbers  about  two  thousand  souls,  and  it  is  believed 
will  be  increased  annually  by  many  thousands  of  their  countrymen, 
should  they  receive  the  fostering  care  of  our  government,  and  tokens 
of  welcome  and  encouragement  from  our  people. 

I  recommend  the  organization  of  a  township  which  shall  embrace  the 
principal  purchases  made  by  those  colonists.  They  have  now  no  gov- 
ernment among  them,  save  the  restraints  of  religion  and  the  rules  of 
their  church. 

Roads  for  their  accommodation  and  use  should  be  opened  and 
wrought,  so  far  as  it  can  be  done  with  the  means  properly  applicable  to 
that  object 

Their  settlement  is  in  the  midst  of  a  wide  unbroken  wilderness, 
most  of  which,  however,  has  been  purchased  by  individuals,  or  selected 
by  the  State  for  the  purposes  of  Internal  Improvement 

A  large  amount  of  highway  taxes  is  assessed  upon  these  non-resi- 
dent lands  and  brought  into  the  treasury. 

Would  it  not  be  just  to  all  concerned,  to  appropriate  a  portion,  at 
least,  of  this  fund,  to  the  construction  of  such  roads  as  are  deemed  es- 
sential to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  this  important  colony  ? 

One,  perhaps,  from  the  principal  settlement  to  Grandville,  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  another  to  the  mouth  of  Grand  River,  in  Ottawa 
county,  and  a  third  to  some  point  on  the  Kalamazoo  River,  in  the 
county  of  Allegan. 

Of  the  25,000  acres  of  Internal  Improvement  lands  appropriated 
at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  for  the  construction  of  a  canal 
around  the  rapids  of  the  Grand  River,  the  Supervisors  of  Kent 
county  have  selected  11,798  and  27-100  acres  in  the  same  town- 
ihlpa  and  part  of  the  same  tract  settled  upon  by  the  Holland  Colo- 
ny, and  embracing  nearly  all  the  unsold  lands  belonging  to  tho 
State  in  their  immediate  vicinity. 


37  this  selection,  under  the  law  referred  to,  theae  lands  may  be 
lield  from  sale  for  three  yean,  of  which  the  Hollanders  wish  to 
purchase  immediately  mere  than  4,000  acres.  • 

I  suggest  the  propriety  of  so  amending  the  law,  as  to  andiorize 
the  sale  of  the  lands  so  selected,  and  the  holding  the  proceeds  in 
'  lieu  of  the  lands,  for  the  object  of  the  appropriation. 

Such  modification,  it  is  understood,  will  receive  the  approbation 
of  the  SupervisorB  of  Kent  county. 

For  a  more  detailed  exposition  of  this  subject,  I  refer  you  to  the 
report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  State  Land  Office;  in  the  viewa 
expressed  by  that  intelligent  officer,  I  fully  concur. 

No  measure  of  legislation  could  be  devised,  perhaps,  that  would 
have  a  greater  tendency  to  induce  emigration  to  our  State  than  the 
collection  and  periodical  publication  (^  accurate  statistical  infor- 
mation of  its  varied  resources  and  capacities. 

The  false  representations  of  interested  persons,  made  for  the 
purpose  of  turning  the  tide  of  emigration  away  hrom  our  shores, 
would  be  counteracted  by  such  publication,  and  thousands  who 
now  pass  by  us  in  search  of  new  homes,  would  be  induced  to  fix 
their  abodes  in  our  peninsula. 

Individual  or  associated  efforts  cannot  bo  relied  upon,  in  a  com- 
munity so  young  as  ours,  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  but 
it  may  be  effected  through  the  agency  of  the  township,  county  and 
state  officers,  with  litde  expense  to  the  treasury. 

I  submit  whether  a  statistical  bureau  might  not  be  established  in 
connection  with  one  of  the  executive  departments,  the  advantages 
of  which  would  greatly  overbalance  any  increase  of  expenditure 
incident  thereto. 

This  subject  has  an  importance  in  a  new  country  like  ours,  not 
known  to  it  in  an  old  one.  Here  every  thing  is  in  a  train  of  ad- 
vancement; every  returning  year  exhibits  the  whole  country  and 
its  business  in  a  new  aspect,  and  with  a  largely  increased  popula- 
tion. 

It  is  as  necessary  that  statistics  should  be  renewed  annually  in 

the  Western  States,  as  that  they  should  be  collected  decennially 
in  the  old  ones. 

Were  all  the  fiicts,  affecting  the  character  of  Michigan,  the  fer- 
tility of  its  soil  and  variety  of  its  productions,  the  salubrity  and 
mildoess  of  its  clira^i  it$  ftcilities  for  manu&ctttring,  its  commer- 
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advantages,  'its  avenaes  for  travel  and  tran8portation«  tHe  ex- 
tent and  value  of  its  fisheries,  the  countless  wealth  of  its  mines, 
its  forests  of  pine  and  other  valuable  timber,  its  system  of  educa- 
tion, the  enterprise  and  intelligence  of  its  people,  the  simplicity  and 
cheapness  of  its  system  of  government,  ^elowrateof  taxation  which 
win  soon  be  reached — were  the  details  of  these  various  subjects 
annually  promulgated,  in  authentic  form,  it  cannot  be  doubted  h}it 
they  vrould  go  far  to  dbabuse  the  public  mind,  and  to  bring  us 
aecesnons  of  population  and  wealth.  Besides,  the  annual  accu* 
mulation  of  such  a  mass  of  statistical  matter,  would  be  of  invalua- 
ble benefit  to  the  State,  and  to  its  individual  citizens,  in  many  other 
respects. 

A  joint  resolutiojQ  of  the  last  legislature,  approved  on  the  17tli 
March,  1847,  prdposed  so  to  amend  the  constitution  as  to  provide 

fiw  dividing  the  State  into'  single  districts,  for  the  purpose  of  repre- 
eentation. 

This  resolution  is  referred  to  the  legislature  now  convened,  and 
if  approved  byUwo  thirds  of  the  members  elected  to  each  house, 
is  to  be  submitted  to  the  people  for  their  approval  or  rejection,  in 
sudh  manner  and  at  such  time  as  you  shall  prescribe. 

Changes  of  the  original  law  should  be  cautiously  and  sparingly 
made;  no  alteration  of  its  prorisions  should  be  hazarded,  unless  in 
some  material  part  they  are  palpably  defdctive. 

Yet  it  would  not  be  wise  to  close  our  eyes  agunst  the  light  of 
experience;  if  our  governmental  system,  from  its  practical  opera- 
tion, be  found  imperfect,  sound  policy  dictates  that  the  proper  cor- 
rective should  be  applied. 

By  the  2l8t  clause  of  the  4th  article  of  the  Constitution,  it  is  or- 
dained that  the  legislature  shall  meet  on  the  first  Monday  in  Janu- 
ary ia  fvery  year. 

Would  not  the  interests  of  the  people  be  promoted  by  so  modi- 
fying that  provisieo,  as  to  limit  the  sessions  of  the'legislatuie  to 
biennis  periodsl 

In  most  new  states,  and  in  few,  perhaps,  more  than  our  evrn,  a 
strong  tendency  to  excessive  legislation  has  been  manifested. 

Eoaetmeats  designed  to  effect  local  or  private  objects  alone,  no 
wise  conducive  to  the  general  good;  multiplied  acu  of  incorpon- 
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tion,  and  frequent  alterations  of  the  general  laws.liave  occupied  mucli 
of  the  time  of  our  legblatures.  Their  sesuoos  have  been  greatly  pro- 
tracted and  the  draft  upon  the  public  treasury  made  proportional!  j 
heavier. 

As  the  expenses  of  the  legislature  constitute  a  great  part  of  the 
amount  disbursed  in  support  of  the  State  Government,  its  sessions 
ought  not  to  be  more  frequent,  than  is  necQssary  for  the  adoption  of 
measures  and  enactment  of  laws  absolutely  essential  to  the  general 
welfare. 

I  respectfully  submit  whether  a  session  every  alternate  year  would 
not  be  all  sufficient  for  those  purposes. 

Biennial  sessions  would  very  much  diminish  the  burdens  upon  (he 
people,  andat  the  same  time  tend  to  give  greater  permanency  to  our 
statutes. 

In  several  of  the  younger  states,  their  legislatures  convene  only 
once  in  two  years,  and  in  no  one  of  them,  I  believe,  has  it  ever  been 
proposed  to  alter  their  constitution  in  that  regard. 

I  recommend  such  further  modification  of  the  constitution  and  laws 
as  shall  provide  for  the  election  by  the  people,  of  all  county  officers, 
many  of  whom  are  now  appointed  by  the  executive,  and  it  is  worthy 
of  inquiry,  whether  all  State  officers  also,  may  not,  with  advantage  to 
the  public  interest,  be  selected  by  the  direct  action  of  the  electors. 

I  have  hitherto  deemed  it  inexpedient  to  make  high  judicial  officers 
elective,  but  the  experiment  recently  made  in  another  state,  has  sha- 
ken the  opinion  I  had  previously  entertained  upon  this  subject,  and  it 
may  not  be  inappropriate  to  the  occasion,  to  add,  that  in  a  late  revision 
of  the  tx)nstitution  of  Illinois,  biennial,  in  lieu  of  annual  sessions  of 
their  legislature,  were  provided  for,  and  all  officers  of  every  class  and 
grade  made  elective. 

While,  in  concluding  this  communication,  gentleman,  I  pledge  my 
bo-operation  in  all  the  measures  you  may  adopt  for  the  promotion  of 
the  public  good,  allow  me  to  express  an  earnest  hope  that  your  present 
session  may  be  brought  to  a  ck>8e  at  the  earliest  period  possible,  con- 
sistently with  a  full  and  proper  discharge  of  your  duties,  and  I  invoke 
for  each  of  us,  the  guidance  of  Him  whose  teachings  are  unerring 
wisdom. 

EPAPHRO.  RANSOM. 

MicBioAif,  January  3d,  1848. 
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Aonual  Report  of  the  State  Treerarer. 

Statk  Tecasuiler'b  Office,  } 
DtfrftoiT,  Dbcbmbxe  l8r,lS47.     5 

Herewith  is  submitted  statomentB  ttken  from  the  books  of  our  Oftoe 

showing  the  araouAt  paid  into  the  treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  several 

^^Funds,"  and  the  amount  drawn  from  them  duriag  the  pael  fiacd  year, 

ending  November  30th,  1847. 

The  balance  on  hand  at  fhe  dose  of  the  year  is  964,470|83,  of  this 

annount  JU»781,17  is  deposited  in  the  Phesniz  Bank  New  York,  to  the 

balatioe  of  interest  due  for  1846  dc  1847  on  that  portion  of  Miehigui 

State  Stodi,  issued  on  account  of  the  "  Five  Jiillion  Loan"  whiok  hM 

been  acknowledged  and  adjusted,  leavmg  a^  balance  of  #&9,78940  io» 

fnftintyig  OH  t|%nd^ 

The  AuoUtor  General  reports  t2,16ei,88  of  ovlBtandiBg  warrants 
drawn  on  the  General  Fund  All  demands  upon  this  find  have  been 
promptly  paid  during  the  ■  past  year,  with  the  single  exception  of  the 
interest  on  a  portiop  of  the  General  Fund  State  Stock  held  by 'one  of 
the  Departments  of  the  General  Government,  which  was  not  paid,  as 
the  state  claims  damages  for  interruption  of  work  on  the  Saut  St.Maryd 
Canal  by  the  General  Government  which  is  unadjusted.  Attention  is 
called  to  this  subject  in  the  report  of  the  Auditor  GeneraL 

Public  notice  was  given  through  the  State  paper  on  ^  Othday  of 
July  last,  to  the  hoMers  of  treasury  notes  (State  Scrip)  bearing  interest, 
that  funds  were  on  hand  for  their  redemption  on  presentation  at  the  State 
Treasury,  and  that  interest  woukl  cease  from  the  date  of  the  notice  in 
•  accordance  with  the  provision  of  ^  Act  No  06, 1841"  under  which  they 
were  issued.    There  has  been  cancelled  and  burnt  during  the  past 

1 


year  #23,274,00  of  State  Scrip  leaving  a  balance  of  $1,726  unredeem* 
ed  and  outstanding. 

Under  the  7th  section  of  the  act  incorporating  the  Michigan  Central 
RailroaiT  Company ,they  were  permitted  to  deposit  in  certain  cases  with 
the  State  treasurer  money  which  had  b^n  adjudicated  for  ''right  of 
way."     'they  have  paid  into  the  treasury  #1,699  02  for  which  they  hold 
my  receipt  as  State  Treasurer.     This  amount  is  not  charged  to  this 
office  on  the  books  qf  the.  Auditor  Generali  neither  are  the  receipts 
countersigned  by  that  officer,  as  is  done  in  every  other  case  of  moneys 
received  into  the  treasury,  and  which  has  always  been  by  our  laws 
deemed  ao  MNtttid  as  a  ffioper  ^hodc  ilpoB  the  r^Mmv^officer,  as 
there  is  no  law  authorising  or  requiring  him  to  do  so.    As  a  portion  o  f 
this  n^ney  umf  WMiXk  for  Btfuy  yMia  In  the  treasury  unclaimed  on 
account  of  minor  heirs  oc  MwlivB  or  di^mled  ^^^  would  raspiiotfill- 
ly  suggest  Ihal  pioviaioii  by  tew  be  made  for  its  safe^kaepiag  imd 
proper  (fisposal. 

ifeMloft>rs  the  itHsMSldue  aemi^ananatty'  on  the  Isl  day  of  January 
and  July  on  the  ''University  State  Stock°  waa  paid  in  May  ibr  tiM 
whole  yeai^.  The  University  Fund  not  being  prepared  to  meet  the 
Janaary  mlefsst  wbea  it  became  due,  as  its  annual  conectioas  of  inter* 
est  were  not  mada  and  paid  into  the  treasury  oatil  Mareh  and  April 
IbBomsg.  By  anticipsing  (wfaiohl  shall  do)  the  amount  payid»le  on 
liw  Ist  of  February  from  the  liidiigan  GentnA  and  Souteni  Railroad 
Companies,  as  a  specific  state  tax,  a  portion  of  which  is  set  sfsit  ibr 
Has  pofpoaa  by,  tear,  an  amount  sufficient  will  be  sent  forward  in 
timatopay  Aie  mterost  on  tiiis  Stock  due  Jaauary  Isl,  1MB. 

OBO.  B,  COOPER, 
State  Treantrer. 


J«Twrt)o«.  N<r.  1. 
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TVeoMurer  of  Michigan  in  aecouni  nUh  Slate  of  Michigan. 


DR. 

To  bak  i»  trmsary 

Not  ae,  1846 
Receipts  on  accH  of 

gjeneral  fund, 
Do  int.  impt  fund. 
Do  prioiary  sdi'l  do 
Do  do  int  do 
Do  state  buikfing  d^ 
DooBwweraity  do 
Do         do       in't  do 


78,561  00 

185,134  46 
493,440  01 
3T,9M  98 
23,419  70 
1«600  74 
13,2ai  99 
19^995  95 


CR. 


•844,169  88 


Viy  amount  pftd  on 

aoc't  of  oontingH 

fund, 
Dofeneral  fund* 
Do  int  impt  do 
Do  primary  school 

int.  fund. 
Do  state  build'g  fu'd 
Do  university  in.  fu'd 
Treasury  notes  bum'd  23,274  00 

Bflisnce  in  treasury 64,470  83 

9844,169  88 


661  57 
175,861  8^ 
523,307  88 

81,274  74 

7,822  24 

17,907  25 


LBDOCR  BALANCES  02f  WTirVE  TMBMniSfett'S  BOOKS  Nov.  30,  1847. 


CM^  6t^«f  9  88 

UoAyersSly  b't  fu'd,  1,929  99 
Priomry  sch'l  in.  ft^d,  4j8n  W 
iBt  Im^t  fund,         2M,299  M 


9811,560  67 


{University  fund,  7^,871  99 

Slate  iMMng  Aind,  4,968  1N9 

Tk^eastfry  notes,  1,798  06 

Primary  school  fii'd,  129,880  61 

Gnueral  ftiud,  04,719  38 

Contingent  ftnd,  1,198  71 

•811,560  67 


'// 


DE. 

To 
fiscal  year. 
Balance, 


CblftfNOBNT   FUND. 


CR. 


during 

661  57 
1,198  71 


•1,855  28 


By  bal'ce^Nov.  80,  '46  1,855  2S 


•1,855  28 


DR, 

To  naxrantB  paid  dur- 
ItigtU  fiscal  year,     175,361  €t 
Balance,  94,719  38 


•270,081  20 


OBNBBAr  FUNB. 


CR. 

By  baVce  Nov.  30, 
1846,  64,946  74 

**  Rec'ts  daring 
fiscal  year,  185,134  46 

•270,081  20 


' JoiN9  Doc»  Nor  L 


DR. 

To  balance, 


PRIMABT  SCHOOL  POTID. 


120,880  61 


$129,890  61 


CR* 

Bybal'ce  Nov.  30, 

1846,  92,068  68 

Byr6c*t«du'gfi«1yV,  37,826  98 

•129,880  61 


^■^^i^^ 


PRIMARY   SCHOOL   INTEREST  FUND. 


DR. 

TowarranUpaid 
daring  fiapal  year,      31,274  74 


$31,274  74 


CR. 

By  balance  Nov.SO 
1846,  2,981  49 

By  iBO^  during  fiacal 
year*  23,419  70 

By  balance,  4,873  56 

•31,274  74 


DR. 

To  warren^  paid  dur< 
lag  fiaoal  year, 
To  balance. 


0TATM    BUILMNO    TUND. 


GB< 


7,822  24     1846, 


4,668  98 


By  bdaaoe  Nov.  30, 


•12,491  22 


! 


By  receipts  during 
fiacdyear, 


10,890  48 
1,600  74 
•12,491  22 


DB. 


T&EA^SURY   NOTES. 


To  amount  burned  dur^ 

ing  fiscal  year.  23,274  00 

To  balance,  1,726  00 


•26,000  00 


By  balance  Nov.  30, 
1846p 


CR. 

25,000  00 

•25,000  00 


DR. 

To  balance. 


UNIVERaiTY   FUND. 

79,371  99 


•79,371  99 


CR. 

By  balance  Nov.  30, 

1846^  66,150  00 

"  receipts  during  fiscal 

yeas,  13,221  99 

879.371  99 


JoiKT  Doc.  No.  1. 


DR.                                   UmTBMSITT  III 

To  warrantB  pftid  dur- 
ing fiscal  year,            17,007  25 

fTWMM&V  FUNO. 

By  bdanca  Nov.  30, 
1846, 

'^receiptB  daring 

fificalyear, 

"balance, 

CR. 

5,081  04 

10,055  05 
1  1,020  26 

$17,007  25 

•l7,0OqV25 

DR.  INTERNAL  IMPROTEMBNT  FUND. 

To  balance  Nov.  30, 

1846,  210,347  66 

**  warrants  paid  dur-[ 

ing  fiscal  year,       '  528,307  88 


CR. 


t7dd,745  54 


By  receipts  during 
fiscal  year,  403,275  51 

"  transfer  from  sink- 
ing fund,  173  50 

"balance,  240,206  53 


t788,745  54 


I 
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LEGISLATURE,  1848 


Annual  Report  of  the  Auditor  General. 

Auditor  Gbnxeal's  Officb,  7 
Detroit^  December,  1,  1847.    ^ 

9b  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  MicMgan: 

In  obedience  ^  the  requirements  of  law,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  foUowing 

REPORT : 

The  total  receipts  into  the  State  Treasury  during  the  past  fiscal  year, 
to  the  credit  of  the  general  fund,  amount  to  $185,134  46,  and  is  an 
exoese  over  the  receipts  of  the  previous  year,  of  $25,782  71,  and  ex- 
ceeds the  receipts  for  the  year  1845,  by  $53,488  83.  The  extraor- 
dinarily large  amount  received  during  the  past  year,  for  redemptions  and 
sales  of  lands  bid  off  to  the  State  for  the  taxes  of  various  years  pre- 
ceding, is  the  principal  cause  of  such  excess. 

The  disbursements  from  the  treasury  during  the  same  period  on  ac- 
count of  the  general  fund,  amount  to  $165,306  05,  and  which  exceeds 
the  amount  of  payments  during  the  previous  year,  by  only  $180  45. 

The  amount  of  receipts  thqfefore  exceed  the  disbursements  by  $10,- 
638  41. 

The  balance  in  the  State  Treasury,  as  represented  by  the  books  of 
this  office,  is  $02,304  45;  to  which  must  be  added  the  outstanding  gen- 
eral fund  warrants  which  are  yet  unpaid,  amounting  to  $2,165  88,  and 
the  actual  balance  in  the  State  Treasury  on  the  30th  November,  1847, 
will  be  #64,470  33,  as  is  shown  by  the  books  of  the  State  Treasui^r. 
The  whole  of  this  amount  is  in  current  cash  funds,  and  is  available  for 
the  general  purposes  of  the  State  government,  except  certain  sums,  as 
fcUowa:  $2,165  88  for  general  fund  warrants,  already  drawn  and  out* 
standing  as  above  mentioned:  #18,427  51  due  certain  individuab  for 
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delinquent  tax  surplus  and  redemption  moneys,  which,  belonging  to 
them,  may  be  considered  as  only  in  deposit,  and  subject  to  be  refunded 
on  demand:  and  #4,731  17  yet  due  for  coupons  of  January  and  July, 
1846  and  1847,  on  internal  improvement  bonds,  which  have  not  yet 
been  presented  for  payment  These  amounts  being  deducted,  the  bal- 
ance for  general  use  would  then  be  $44,145  77,  to  which  i^uld  be 
added  the  overdrafts  by  the  university  interest  fiind,  and  primary  school 
interest  fund,  together,  amounting  to  .$6,793  81,  and  which  will  be  re- 
imbursed  from  the  payments  to  be  made  to  the  credit  of  those  funds 
by  the  Central  and  Southern  Railroad  Companies,  for  their  annual  tax 
in  January  next,  as  the  law  requires;  the  actual  available  amount  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid,  will  then  be  (50,939  58. 

The  following  statement  will  exhibit  in  detail  the  receipts  and  pay- 
ments above  recapitulated: 

Receipts  and  Expenditurrs  of  the  General  Fund  from  December  1, 

1846,  to  November  80,  1847. 

AKCRIPTS. 

Delinquent  taxes  received  at  State  Treasury,  $46,961  22 

Delinquent  tax  interest  received,  do    do  4,542  08 

Do      do  charges  received,  do    do  9^679  55 

•55,182  85 

,         Coih  from  Sundry  Counties  on  Account,  viz: 

Calhoun,  t2,182  06 

Cass,  1,120  00 

Jackson,  894  07 

Kalamazoo,  679  10 

Lapeer,  198  58 

Lenawee,  6,506  65 

Mackinac,  ^                 455  00 

Macomb,  220  81 

Monroe,  520  55 

Oakland,  4,439  18 

St  Joseph,  1,600  00 


Washtenaw,  6,714  12 

Wayne,  6,041  09 


31,071  16 


Carried  forward,  #86,254  01 


Joint  Doc.  No.  2.  3 

Brought  forwBfd,  $86,251  01 

*Rec'd  for  redemption  of  lands  sold  for  taxes 

at  public  sales,  24,753  11 

Rec'd  finom  purchasers  of  State  bids,  10,968  87 

Proceeds  of  lands  sold  for  taxes  of  1845,   in 

October,  1847,  »38,370  79 

Expenses  of  sales,  received  at  treawry,  732  41 

39,103  20 

Proceeds  of  sales  of  State  tax  lands  at  public 

sales,  $17,497  96 

Charges  on  State  tax  land  deeds,  155  15 

$17,653  11 

Bank  specific  taxes,  1,990  71 

Brokers'  licenses,  169  50 

Pedlers'  licenses,  656  28 

Tax  on  Mich.  Central  R.  R  Company,  to  Jan- 
uary, 1847,  $2694  44 
Tax  on  Mich.  Southern  R.  R.  Company  to 

January,  1847,  27  78 

2,722  22 

Sales  of  State  salt  spring  lands,  868  45 

Total  receipts,  $185,134  46 


*Ib  adJitioii  lo  di«  tbore,  thare  lui  been  received  hj  tlte  treaearert  of  tbe  Mrenl  counliet 
tttiWar  reepectirt  oOeet  m  redemptton  moneya,  the  •am  of  $3,714  7a 


PaymenUffom  General  Fund  in  1847. 

LSOISLATIVE   EXPEN8£8. 

Legislature  of  1847,  pay  of  members,  dec,   $81,462  27 
Legislative  printing  and  publishing  laws  1847,     1,038  82 


Printing  paper. 

Distribution  of  laws, 

Appropriations  to  sundry  persons,  1845, 
Do  do  do  1846, 
Do                    do        do         1847, 

Preservation  of  laws. 

1,396  14 

146  62 

10  75 

74  80 

5,219  64 
24  00 

Carried  forward 

$39,373  04 
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Joint  Doc.  No.  2. 

Brought  forward, 

EXECUTIVE   DEPARTME 

Salary  of  Governor, 

Do 

Secretary  of  State, 

Do 

Treasurer, 

Do 

Auditor  General, 

Do 

Commissioner  Land  Ofiice, 

Do 

Recorder  of  Land  Office, 

Do 

Superintendent  Public  Instruction, 

Do 

Adjutant  Genera], 

Do 

Clerks  to  Auditor  and  Treasurer, 

Da 

Clerks  in  Land  Office, 

Do  . 

Clerks  to  Secretary  of  State, 

Do 

Quarter  Master  General 

Stationery  for  public  offices, 

Postage 

for        do 

Furniture  for     do 

t39,973  04 


$1,387  50 

863  90 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

400  00 

500  00 

300  00 

2,600  00 

833  33 

500  00 

185  17 

357  07 

620  42 

50  00 


EXPENSES  OF  JUDICIAav. 

E.  Ransom,  Chief  Justice, 
•  C.  W.  Whipple,  Associate  J  ustice, 
Warner  Wing,        do  do 

George  Miles,         do  do 

B.  F.  Witherell,  balance  to  close  of  term. 
Chancellor,  do  do  do 

Attorney  General, 
Rep(>rter  Supreme  Court, 
Expenses    do  do 

Do    Court  of  Chancery, 
Reports  of  Supreme  Court,  Vol.  1, 


REVISED  STATUTES  OF  1846. 

Commissioner  to  superintend  publication,  99  00 

Paper  and  printing,  7,500  00 


lY.                      , 

31,600  00 

1,500  00 

1,500  00 

1,487  50 

416  66 

875  00 

613  01 

500  00 

303  56 

64  44 

93  32 

11,597  80 


8,453  49 


7,599  00 


Carried  forward,  367,022  99 


Joii«T  Doc.  No.  2.  6 

Brought  fonrtrd,  •67,023  02 

EXPKNSBB  OP  BTATB  PEISON,  7,574  09 

PAI»  TO  0VNINIY  COUNTIK8  FOR  TAXK0  COLLECTBD. 

AlIfBgan,  tl,984  02 

Barry,  3,006  37 

Berrien,  500  00 

Branch,  1,731  81 

Clinton,  3,106  85 

Eaton,  2,000  00 

Genesee,  500  00 

Hillsdale,  1,200  00 

Ingfaani,  3,522  14 

Ionia,  1,820  00 

Kent,  1,495  28 

Ottawa,  1,812  47 

Saginaw,  3,669  22 

Shiawasfiee,  4,193  93 

St  Clair,  2,720  51 

Van  Buren,  2,479  00 


36,641  60 


Expense  of  sales,  including  allowance  to  coun- 
ty treasurers,  advertising,  clerk  hire,  blanks, 
postage,  &c.,  13,603  12 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Refunded  on  sales  cancelled,  and  payments  in 
error, 

Charges  refunded, 
*  Refunded  to  purchasers  of  State  bids, 

Surplus,  refunded  to  owners, 

State  tax  lands,  refunded  on  sales  and  expen- 
ses publishing,   and  paid  for  services  of 
county  treasurers, 

Interest  on  general  fund  warrants, 

Interest  on  general  fund  and  penitentiary  bonds,   5,721  60 

Interest  on  delinquent  tax  bonds,  and  refunded 

for  correction  of  errors,  973  98 

Carried  forward,  «I12,239  12  $124,842  63 


t2,463  65 

18 

07 

362 

11 

93 

00 

1,453 

37 

1,153 

34 

6  Joint  Doc.  No.  2. 

Brought  forward,  $12,289  12  $184,842  6« 

Redemption  moneys  refunded  to  purehuerB 

of  lands  sold  at  public  auction,  21,660  26 
Expenses  in  apprehending  fugitives  from  jus- 
tice, 464  09 
Coroner's  fees,  B4  27 
Redemption  of  delinquent  tax  bonds,  245  00 
Special  messengers,  15  00 
Brigade  inspector,  16  00 
/^Bounty  on  wolvea,  527  00 
Toledo  war,  20  46 
District  canvass,  812  04 
Removal  of  State  offices,  345  69. 
Volunteer  regiment,  joint  resolution  No  9,  of 

1847,  4,582  70 

Refunded  charges  on  State  tax  land  deeds,  69 

40,468  42 


Total  expenditures,  $165,806  05 

By  an  evidently  unintentional  omission,  there  is  no  provision  made 
in  the  laws  for  the  assessment  of  a  specific  rate  of  State  tax,  for  the 
annual  and  ordinary  expenses  of  State  government  The  following 
letter,  addressed  by  me  to  the  Clerks  of  tiie  several  counties,  in  Oc- 
tober last,  will,  perhaps,  most  readily  explain  the  causes  of  the  omis- 
sion: 

"  By  communications  just  received  from  the  Boards  of  Supervisors 
of  several  counties,  it  seems  they  have  mistakenly  supposed  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  this  office,  under  the  provbions  of  the  28th  Section, 
Chapter  20,  K.  S.  1846,  to  apportion  among  the  several  counties,  the 
amount  of  State  tax  for  the  annual  and  ordinary  expenses  of  the  State 
Government.  To  prevent  any  embarrassment  in  the  action  of  your 
Board,  which  might  be  occasioned  by  their  entertaining  similar  views, 
I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  make  this  communication,  which  embodies 
substantially  the  statement  already  made  to  the  counties  first  above 
alluded  to. 

Some  time  ago,  I  discovered,  that  all  the  laws  providing  for  the  as- 
sessment of  a  specific  rate  of  State  Tax  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of 
government,  had  been  repealed  by  the  Revised  Statutes  of  1846,  and 
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that  110  proviiioii  for  the  ■■scgflment  of  such  a  tax  wis  sobstituted  for 
them. 

I  immediately  called  the  attention  of  the  Attorney  General,  and  of 
the  Revisor,  Mr.  Green  to  the  subject  The  latter  stated,  that  as  the 
ratio  of  State  tax  had  been  frequently  altered  by  the  Legislature^  he 
deemed  it  best  not  to  make  any  provision  for  it  in  the  R.  S.,  but  to 
provide  for  it  by  special  act  in  the  session  laws.  That  for  this  pur- 
pose, a  bill  was  introduced  and  was  pending  simultaneously  with  the 
said  Statutes,  but  that  it  did  not  pass,  and  the  provision  was  afterwnrda 
overlooked,  while  at  the  same  time  the  R.  S.  repealed  the  former  acta 
in  reference  to  it  Mr.  Green  also  stated,  what  I  supposed  to  be  the 
fact,  and  which  the  Attorney  General  also  believes,  that  the  tax  men- 
tioned in  or  contemplated  by  the  28th  Section,  Chapter  20,  aforesaidi 
has  reference  only  to  an  extra  State  tax,  for  the  payment,  for  instance, 
of  the  interest  on  our  State  debt,  under  Act  No.  73,  of  1848,  and  for 
like  purposes,  and  that  it  did  not  relate  to  the  ordinary  tax  for  State 
expenses.  This,  I  think,  is  apparent,  as  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  ap- 
portionment is  to  be  made  by  the  Auditor  General  from  the  last  re- 
turns of  the  aggregate  valuations  by  the  Clerks,  and  yet  a  statement 
of  the  amount  of  the  apportionment  is  to  be  transmitted  by  him  to  the 
several  counties  before  the  October  session  of  the  Board  of  Supervi- 
sors. Thus  he  could  not  use  the  current  year's  valuationi  (for  this  he 
could  not  have  received  when  the  apportionment  was  made,)  although 
all  the  other  taxes  would  be  assessed  on  that  valuation.  But  in  the  case 
of  an  extraordinary  tax,  as  for  the  payment  of  interest,  dsc,  the  ap- 
portionment would  not  be  made  until  after  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year, 
(Nov.  30th,)  which  would  be  after  the  office  had  been  notified  of  the 
same  year's  valuation,  and  thus  all  would  be  consistent  and  proper. 

Such  a  view  is  also  evident  from  the  apparent  distinction  made  by 
the  law  itself.  Thus,  whenever  the  amount  of  tax,  &c.,  "shall  not  > 
have  been  previously  ascertained  by  2atr,'Wmplying  the  existence  of 
some  statute  in  which  provision  should  be  made  for  the  regular  and  or- 
dinary State  tax,  and  seems  to  be  in  entire  corrobation  of  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  Revisor. 

But  the  section  preacribea  that  ^Srhenever  a  State  tax  shall  be  re- 
qidrtd^^^  dec  There  is  no  State  tax  required  by  law,  except  as  is  pro- 
vided in  Act  73.  aforesaid,  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  &e„  this 
office  could  not,  therefore,  make  any  apportionment  of  a  State  tax  for 
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the  ordinary  purposes  of  the  Stale  Goverament.  There  i»  no  l9m 
requiring  the  Auditor  General  to  do  00,  and  his  act,  if  he  had  made 
such  apportionment,  would  have  no  legal  force;  and  this  was  the  uni- 
ted  opinion.  But  it  was  thought  that  the  several  Boards  of  Supervi* 
son,  in  such  contingencj,  would  probably  continue  to  assess  the  usual 
rate  of  2i  mills  on  the  dollar,  and  trust  to  Legislative  interposition  to 
give  it  validity  by  special  enactment. 

I  would,  therefore,  under  the  circumstances,  recommend  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  to  assess  the  usual  tax  of  2i  mills,  for  ordinary  State 
purposes;  as,  if  it  is  omitted  to  be  assessed  this  year,  it  will  doubtless 
be  made  an  additional  assessment  for  the  next 

Will  you  please  lay  this  before  your  Board  of  Supervisors/* 

From  official  information  received  at  this  office,  it  appears  that  the 
Boards  of  Supervisors  of  the  counties  of  Berrien,  Genesee,  Hillsdale, 
Ionia,  Ingham,  Saginaw,  St  Joseph,  Van  Buren,  Kalamazoo,  and 
Wayne,  authorized  the  assessment  of  the  usual  state  tax  of  2  {  mills  on 
the  dollar; — and  the  county  of  Clinton  3  mills  on  the  dollar;  that  in  the 
counties  of  Barry,  Branch,  Eaton,  Lapeer  and  Shiawassee,  they  resol« 
ved  to  raise  the  amount  necessary  for  state  purposes  by  assessing  the 
same  rate  of  2i  mills  as  a  "  county  tax,^^  in  addition  to  the  amount  ne* 
cessary  for  the  expenses  of  the  county;  and  in  the  counties  of  Alle- 
gan Cass,  Calhoun,  Jackson,  Livingston,  Lenawee,  Monroe,  Macomb, 
Ottawa,  Kent,  Oakland,  St  Clajr,  and  Washtenaw,  the  Supervisors  ad- 
journed without  making  any  provi^uon  for  the  assessment  of  such  state 
tax. 

*  It  will  therefore  devolve  on  the  legislature  to  make  such  enactments 

relating  to  this  subject,  as  will  give  validity  to  the  assessments  of  the 
said  tax  already  made  by  the  counties  above  mentioned,  and  to  require 
its  assessment  by  the  counties  which  have  omitted  to  make  it     At  the 

^  same  time,  it  will  be  necessary  to  prescribe  the  rate  to  be  annually  as- 
sessed for  the  ordinary  curfent  expenses  of  the  state  government,  and 
to  authorize  the  same  to  be  charged  on  the  books  of  this  office  to  the 
several  counties,  upon  the  respective  statements  of  the  aggregate  val- 
uation of  their  real  and  personal  property,  when  they  are  credited  with 
their  returns  of  delinquent  taxes  for  the  same  year. 

A  case  of  interruption  in  the  regular  annual  assessment  of  taxes, 
somewhat  analagous  to  the  present  one,  is  noticed  in  act  No.  95,  laws 
of  1639;  from  which  it  appears  that  the  taxes  of  1838  were  assessed 
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is  ioms  oountM  wMKmt  anAority,  and  in  othsn  noMMsamenli  wliift- 
eter  wei«  made.  That  law  legidised  aucb  aawflpments  as  had  baeii 
pranouily  made,  and  prtMrided  for  the  aubaeqiient  aaaoawaent  of  such 
m  had  been  omitted. 

But  the  propriety  of  requiring  the  asBeasment  of  the  omitted  tax,  in 
the  present  case,  to  be  made  in  the  tax  roll  ottkis  year,  is  somewhat 
questionable ;  as  it  wiH  doobtleaB  be  the  case,  ttiat,  some  considerable 
portion  of  it  will  hsTe  been  previously  paid,  by  both  residents  and  non« 
residents,  to  the  township  treasurers,  and  a  new  assessmentof  ataz  for 
the  same  year  must  obviously  be  productive  of  confusion  and  embar- 
rassment, and  in  soAie  cases  perhaps  of  great  injury.  Some  time  must 
also  be  consumed  in  such  extraordinary  proceeding,  perhaps  sufficient 
to  induce  the  extension  of  the  period  now  limited  for  the  collection  of 
the  taxes,  and  this  it  would  be  exceedingly  desirable  to  avoid  if  possible, 
as  it  deranges  materially  the  machinery  of  the  whole  S3rstem,  and  the 
benefits  intended  to  be  afibrded  thereby,  are  often  prevented  by  some 
misconstruction  of  the  law,  or  neglect  of  the  collecting  and  returning 
officer. 

As  will  be  seen,  sixteen  of  the  counties  have  assessed  the  state  tax 
fbr  the  present  year,  which  at  2i  mills  on  the  united  valuation  of  their 
real  and  persona]  property  will  amount  in  the  aggregate  to  $80,779  90, 
and  most  of  the  remaining  thirteen  counties  which  have  not  made  such 
assessment,  will  probably  return  a  much  larger  amount  of  delinquent 
taxes  fbr  the  current  year  than  will  be  due  from  them  respectively  for 
the  state  tax.  If  therefore  the  usual  rate  of  21  mills  is  authorized  to  be 
charged  to  the  several  counties  for  the  stste  tax  of  the  present  year, 
mfiieient  may  be  ooHected  and  received  into  the  state  treasury  from  all 
the  returns  of  delinquent  taxes  to  aid  its  other  resources  in  defraying 
aD  the  ordinary  current  expenses  of  the  i»tate  government  for  the  enso* 
ittg  year,  without  producing  any  embarrassment  to  the  counties  wfaieh 
have  omitted  to.  assess  the  said  tax ;  and  its  assessment  may  then  be 
properly  postponed  to  the  next  year,  when  it  may  be  made  with  tiw 
ether  taxes,  and  in  addition  thereto. 

The  experience  of  years  has  demonstrated  the  impracticability  mod 
ancertainty  of  any  estimate  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
general  fund  which  may  be  made  in  anticipation  for  the  ensuing  fiscal 
year.  The  fact  that  the  principal  payments  into  the  treasury  are  de- 
pendent on,  or  subject  to  the  option  of  the  tax  payers,  or  tax  land  pur- 
chasers generaUy,  and  must,  therefore,  necessarily  be  conjectural ;  and 
the  disbursements  from  it  subject  to  variation  according  to  the  amount 
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of  •zpeoswof  the  legidatiue,  and  su^h  special  approprialioiis  as  may 
be  made,  renders  such  estimate  indefinite  and  of  doubtful  utility.  Be- 
lieving that  none  oould  be  prepared  at  this  time,  wi&  such  aocoracy  as 
would  be  reliable  and  serviceable,  I  have,  therefore,  omitted  it, 

But  it  is  believed  that  the  receipts  from  some  of  the  counties  which 
have  assessed  the  state  tax,  and  from  other  proper  sources  of  revenue, 
together  with  the  available  amount  now  on  hand  and  which  may  be  useci. 
for  the  purposes  of  the  general  fund,  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  all  the 
current  and  ordinary  expenses  of  the  state  government  for  the  ensuing 
year,  and  to  meet  the  accruing  interest  on  the  remaining  portion  of  the 
liquidated  and  adjusted  internal  improvement  debt,  which  would  amount 
annually  to  tl0,175  23,  if  the  legislature  shall  so  determine. 

In  connexion  with  the  subject  of  taxation,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 

notice  the  fact,  that  by  the  adoption  of  the  revised  statutes  of  1846,*  all 

provisions  of  law  previously  limiting  ih^  rate  of  taxation  for  county  and 

township  purposes  have  been  euinulled ;  and  as  it  is  a  subject  which 
involves  considerations  of  much  importance  to  all  classes  of  tax  payersi 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  present  it  here  for  reviewal. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  aggregate  of  taxation  in  this  state,  fbr  all  pur- 
poses except  municipal  taxes,  exceeds  $600,000  annually.  Of  this 
amount  $150,000  is  for  county  taxes,  and  about  $370,000  for  township 
purposes,  including  school  and  road  taxes. 

It  will  be  thus  seen  that  nearly  nine-tenths  of  this  great  Aggregate  is 
for  the  use  of  the  counties  and  townships,  and  over  six-tenths  of  it  is 
expended  in  the  townships  alone.  And  yet  this  was  within  certain 
fixed  limits  established  by  law. 

Now  will  it  be  contended  that  these  sums  are  not  sufiiicient  for  the 
respective  purposes  for  which  they  are  raised  1    If  so,  we  may  vd  once 

earrender  all  hope  of  ever  paying  the  debt  of  the  state,  or  its  a|inual  in- 
terest 

On  the  contrary,  if  they  are  considered  sufficient  to  meet  all  the 
legitimate  expenses  of  the  counties  and  townships,  for  many  years  to 
come,  as  I  think  will  be  the  general  opinion,  where  is  the  necessity  to 
annul  this  limitation.  If,  in  some  peculiar  cases,  the  bounds  of  the 
limit  be  not  sufficiently  extensive,  enlarge  them  to  suit  the  exigency ; 
bat  if,  in  general,  there  is  enough,  is  it  not  at  least  prudent  that  the 
limit  should  exist ;  and  while  we  may,  perhaps,  be  doubting  our  ability 
to  pay  the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  on  account  of  the  requirements 
to  support  our  government  at  such  rates,  shall  we  destroy  the  legal  re- 
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straints  which  will  prerent  an  increase  of  this  already  ^enormous  tax- 
ation. 

Should  not  rather  the  effort  he,  not  only  to  maintain  and  preserve  all 
aoeh  judicious  restrictions,  hut  to  endeavor  to  curtail  and  dimintsh  the 
aggregate  of  taxation,  and  to  retrench  the  expenses  of  the  government 
wherever  it  can  he  properly  done. 

The  excesses  and  inequalities  of  unlimited  taxation  previous  to  1648, 
douhtless  induced  the  imposition  of  a  legal  restraint,  hy  the  Legislature 
of  that  year,  and  it  was  then  enacted  that  the  State,  County  and  Town 
tax,  except  for  the  payment  of  principal  and  interest  on  loans  already 
contracted,  should  not  exceed  one  per  cent  on  th^  valuation,  of  which, 
the  amount  assessed  as  a  township  tax,  should  not  exceed  four  mills 
on  the  dollar.     In  1844,  this  was  amended,  so  that  for  eotmtynnd  town- 
ship purposes,  fourteen  mills  on  the  dollar  might  he  raised,  of  which, 
not  exceeding  six  mills  might  he  used  for  township   purposes.     This 
provision  made  the  whole  rate  of  taxation  for  State,  County  and  Town- 
ship uses,  16  mills  on  the  doUar  of  the  aggregate  valuation,  which,  in 
1845,  was  increased  to  16}  mills,  and  which  was  the  limit  when  the 
Revised  Statutes  took  effect 

It  is  witfi  great  deference  that  these  views  are  submitted,  hut  while 
we  are  admonished  hy  past  experience,  which  has  shown  the  necessi- 
ty of  this  restratnt,  is  it  now  best  to  remove  it,  and  is  there  not  just 
cause  for  apprehension  that  an  unlimited  license  in  this  respect,  may 
result  in  oppressive  or  imequal  taxation,  and  he  productive  of  much 
pecuniary  embarrassment  to  all  classes  of  tax  payers. 

INTSKXAL   IMPBOVSMBNT   FUND. 

The  receipU  and  expenditures  of  this  fund  during  the  year  are  as 
follofiDs: 

EECEIPTS. 

Internal  Improvement  Lands  sold,  $18,763  98 

Payments  on  acc't  sale  of  Central  R.  Road,  t865,510  22 
Interest  on        do.  do.  27,822  14 

392,882  86 

Paym^ts  on  acc't  sale  of  Southern  R.  Road,        64,999  01 

Interest  on  do.  do.  18,500  00 

78,499  01 


Carried  forward,  $490,095  $0 
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Bxoogbt  forward, 

•49a,M5  80 

ToUs  of  Central  Railroad, 

173  60 

From  Trustees  of  Stale  Assets, 

1,102  08 

^^  Com'r  Land  Office,  asset  landa  sold. 

1,073  13 

Internal  Imp't  Warrants,  issued  on  accH  C. 

R.  R.  returned  by  J.  M«  Berrien,  Engi- 

neei[beitig  left  undaimed  in  his  hands,  46  62 

Rec'd  of  Ebenezer  Anderson  on  draft  of 

YpsilantiandTecumsehR.  R.  Comp'y,  765  00 

On  acc't  sale  of  implements,  Grand  River 

Salt  Springs,  240  00 


$493,496  63 

4,799  03 

30  00 

6,1^43i  40 

6,898  19 

200  00 

£XPKNDITURKS. 

Warrants  issued  on  acc't  Central  R.  R. 

Do.        do.  do.    Southern  R.  R. 

Do.        do.  do.    Clinton  and  Kal.  Canal, 

Do.        do.  do.     Imp't  St  Joseph's  River, 

Do.        do.  do.      do.  Flint  River, 

Amount  of  bonds  issued  on  acc't  of  five  million  loan, 

being  am't  received  in  part  payment  of  Central  and 

Southern  R.  Roads,  and  not  hitherto  charged  this 

fund,  298,262  34 

Interest  on  five  million  loan  and  other  bonds,  being 

am't  allowed  on  pay'ts  of  Central  and  Southern  R. 

Roads,  and  otherwise  paid  during  the  past  year,  61,110  12 

Do.  on  Detroit  and  Pontiac  R.  R.  bonds,      do  4,560  00 

Do.  on  Int  Imp't  warrants,  cancelled,  25,734  47 

Do.  on  Treasury  Notes,  1,161  24 

$429,198  79 

DEBT  OF  THE  STATE. 

The  following  statements  show  the  indebtedness  of  the  State,  for 
which  she  is  presently  or  ultimately  responsible. 

Having  disposed  of  the  public  works  of  the  State,  and  there  being 
now  no  revenue  derived  from  that  source,  or  liabilities  incurred  on  their 
account,  it  might  appear  unnecessary  to  continue  the  distinction  be* 
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tween  the  funds  for  the  general  purposes  of  4ie  State  gorernment,  and 
those  hitherto  appropriated  for  internal  improvements,  or  constituting 
proper  resources  for  those  purposes.  But.  until  the  whole  of  the  in- 
ternal improTement  deht  is  liquidated  and  funded,  lind  provision  is  made 
for  its  payment,  in  common  with  the  other  legitimate  liabilities  of  the 
State,  it  will  of  course,  be  still  proper  to  make  such  discrimination  m 
will  show  for  what  purposes  the  indebtedness  has  been  incurred,  and 
what  portion  is  thus  provided  for,  and  what  remains  unadjusted  and 
unsettled.  The  following  statements  will,  therefore  show  the  respec- 
tire  amounts  properly  and  hitherto  chargeable  upon  the  ^*general  fund,*' 
and  the  *4ntemal  improvement  fimd;*'  and  for  the  same  reasons  the 
resourbes  applicable  to  each  will  also  be  distinctively  enumerated : 

INPKOTEDNESS  OF  THE  OENEKAL  FUND. 

General  fund  bonds  due  May,  1856,  $100,000  00 

Interest  on  the  amount  of  same  held  by  the 

United  States,  to  November,  1847,  19,200  00 


-$119,200  00 


bonds  due  January,  1859,     120,000  00 
Do     do  do    do  1860,      40,000  00 


60,000  00 


Outstanding  delinquent  tax  bonds,  $190  00 

Do        genend  fund  warrants,  2,165  88 

Estimated  interest  on  said  warrants  to   Nov. 

aO,  1847,  805  00 

Delinquent  tax  surplus  and  redemption  mo- 
ney due  individuals,                                     $13,427  51 
Due  primary  school  fund  Novi  30,  1847,        129,880  61 


2,660  88 


148,908  12 

Total  debt  of  the  general  fund  Nov.  80,  1847,  $325,169  06 

\ 

&SSOURCES  AND  ASSETS  APPLICABLE  TO  THE  PAYMENT  OF   THE   ABOVE 

DEBT. 

Estimated  amount  subject  to  be  used  for 
purposes  of  general  fund,  $50,989  56 

Unsold  ^tate  tax  lands"  and  interest  to  No- 
vember 80,  1847,  $88,971  85 


Carried  forward.  $88,971  85  $50,989  58 
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Brou^t  forward,  •88,971  35  •50,989   58 

Lands  unredeemed andaold  to  the  State  for 
taxes  of  1844  and  1845,  and  lands  with- 
held and  unredeemed    for    1843,    '44, 

and  '45,  as  per  statement  marked,  [C]         43,927  00 

82,898  35 

Amount  of  unpaid  taxes  of  1846,  and  in< 
terest  from  February  1,  to  Nov.  80,  '47, 
as  per  statement  marked,  [I.]  68;482  74 

Salt  Spring  lands  remaining  unsold  at  $A 

per  acre,  as  provided  by  law,  say,  180,000  00 

Claim  against  the  U.  S.  as  per  .joint  resolu- 
tion No.  13,  of  1840,  and  interest  to  No- 
vember 80, 1847,  •13,558  99 

Due  from  U.  S.  for  moneys  advanced  for 
subsistence  and  other  expenses  of  volun- 
teer regiment,  to  Nov.   80,   1847,  joint 

resolution  No.  9,  of  1847,  4,582  70 

: 18,091  69 

Balance  due  from  sundry  counties  as  per 

statement  marked,  [K]  1,209  59 

Total  resources  and  assets  of  the  general  fund,  besides 
the  ordinary  annual  State  tax,  and  the  vahie  of  the 
State  Prison  buildings,  &c  •896,621  95 

From  the  resources  of  the  general  fund  large  amounts  have  been 
drawn  in  aid  of  the  internal  improvement  fund,  and  of  the  entire  amount 
of  treasury  notes,  (state  scrip,)  originally  issued  in  1841,  over  one  half 
has  been  paid  from  the  means  belonging  to  the  former  fund. 

The  mdebtedness  to  the  school  fund  may  be  considered  as  for  a  per- 
manent loan  to  the  State,  the  annual  interest  on  which  is  at  present  pro- 
vided for  from  the  amount  of  specific  tax  tobe  annually  paid  by  the  Cen- 
tral and  Southern  Railroad  Companies.  To  meet  immediate  liabilities, 
the  present  available  means  to  the  credit  of  the  fund,  as  will  be  seen, 
is  abundantly  sufficient;  and  it  is  believed,  that,  with  an  economical 
administration  of  the  State  government — the  expenditures  being  limi- 
ted to  its  actual  and  necessary  support,  the  regular  annual  revenua,and 
other  accumulating  resources  of  this  fund  will  enable  it,  not  only  to 
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neet  the  ordiiiary  domands  upon  ^e  treaaury,  but  to  pay  al  maturity 
the  principal  of  the  general  fund  and  penitentiary  slock,  with  hut  Ettie, 
if  any,  extraordinary  aid. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  a  part  of  this  debt  is  for  interest  on  general 
fund  bonds  held  by  the  United  States. 

No  part  of  the  interest  on  these  bonds  has  been  paid  from  the  state 
treasury  daring  the  past  four  years,  and  it  has  been  annually  augmented 

until  it  has  reached  the  present  nominal  amount 

There  is  now  controlled  by  the .  United  States,  164,000  of  these 
bonds,  and  $3,000  of  the  full  paid  five  million  loan  bonds,  which  to* 
getfaer  are  held  by  the  War  department  in  trust  for  certain  Indian  tribes; 
and  also  $8,000  of  the  bonds  issued  for  the  benefit  of  the  Detroit  and 
Pontiao  railroad  company,  are  held  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  trust  for  the  ^  Smithsonian  Institute^" 

The  proceeds  of  the  five  per  cent  fund  on  sales  of  the  public  lands 
within  this  state,  for  several  years  past,  have  been  applied  by  thos^  de- 
partments in  part  payment  of  the  interest  which  has  accrued  on  the 
said  bonds  respectively ;  but  of  the  precise  amount  remaining  due  after 
the  application  of  the  said  proceeds  this  office  is  not  informed. 

The  condition  of  the  state  treasury,  has  not  at  all  times,  for  some 
fears  past,  warranted  the  payment  of  such  interest,  even  if  it  had  been 
expressly  authorized  by  law. 

But  instead  of  such  authority,  this  department  has  been  compelled  to 
consider  the  claim  made  against  the  U.  S.  in  the  joint  resolution  No« 
18,  of  1940,  for  money  advanced  and  expended  by  the  state  In  the 
construction  of  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Canal,  now  amounting  with  inter* 
est  to  $19,658  99y  and  for  damages  mentioned  therein,  as  a  proper 
oflaet  against  said  indebtedness  for  arrears  of  interest,  until  otherwise 
directed  by  law.  The  expenses  of  the  Toledo  war,  which  have  been 
paid  by  the  state,  have  also  been  considered  a  just  claim  against  the  U. 
&  government ;  but  tiiese  several  claims  remain  unacknowledged  and 
unadjusted,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  indebtedness  on  the  part^of  the 
state  is  annually  accumulating. 

It  is  therefore  very  desirable  that  an  adjustment  of  these  claims  and 
debts  should  be  obtained  as  soon  as  possible  ;  and  for  this  purpoaOi 
should  not  the  attention  of  Congress  at  its  present  session  be  invited  to 
the  subject,  with  a  view  to  an  early  adjudication  of  the  matters  at  issue. 
If  this  course  be  not  adopted,  justice  to  the  parties  and  objects  for  the 
lienefit  of  which  the  respective  investments  have  been  made,  would 
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seem  to  feqaire  that  Uie  cktsn  Mt  up  by  the  state  should  at  once  he 
withdrawn  by  a  repeal  of  the  said  resolution,  and  the  said  interest  in 
arrears,  at  least  the  amount  due  on  the  gmieral  fund  bonds,  be  au- 
tiioriased  by  law  to  be  paid  from  the  state  treasury,  as  lis  condition  will 
from  time  to  time  permit. 

DEBT  FOR  INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS* — FOREIGN  DEBT. 

Funded, 
Outstanding  full  paid  five  million  loan  bonds, 

due  January,  1863,  262,000  00 

Outstanding  '* Interest  Bonds,"   issued  on 

above,  due  Jan'y,  1860,  57,587  20 


Total  funded  debt  as  per  Act  73  of  1848, 

Unfunded  and  Unadjusted. 

Amount  of  piincipal  actually  received  on 
#3,614,000,  part  paid  bonds,  now  out- 
standing, $1,145,537  74 

Amount  of  interest  on  above 

to  July  1,  1841,  $78,146  59 

Interest  on  same  amonnt, 
from  July  1, 1841,  to  Jan. 
1, 1848,  446,759  72      524,906  31 


$819,587  dO 


RecM  from  Morris  Canal 
assets,  on  acount  of  the 

$3,813,000  bonds,  originally 
deliv'd  to  the  U.  S.  Bank, 

Int'st  on  above  from  rec'pt 
to  Jan.  1, 1848, 

From  which  deduct  3  per 
cent  for  damages  on 
$2,468^462  26,  being 
the  amH  unpaid  of  the 
$3,614,000-said  bonds 
now  outstanding, 


$1,670,444  05 


23,835  50 


6,200  45        30,035  95 


1,700,480  00 


74,053  86 


Carried  forward. 


$74,053  86  $1,700,480  00  $319,587  20 
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Brought  forwatd,        $74,063  86  41,700,480  00  •310,587  20 

I 

Int'st  on  the  same  from  Ju- 
ly 1, 1841,  to  Jan.  1, 1848,  28,881  00        102,934  86 


Am't  of  unadjusted  debt,  with  dam'gs  as  abeve  deducted,  1,597,545  14 


Total  Foreign  Debt,  funded  and  unadjusted,  with 
damages  deducted  and  interest  added  to  Jan'y 
1,  1848,  as  above, 

DOMESTIC  DEBT. 

Palmyra  and  Jacksonburgh 
R.  Road  stock,  outstand- 
ing 10,000  00 

Int'st  on  above  to  Jan'y  1, 
1848,  after  deducting 
Coupons  rec'd  and  int'st 
aDowed  in  pay't  on  acc't 
C.  R.  4,678  32 


•1,917,132  34 


Oafstanding  Int'l  Imp,t  war- 
rants, 273,816,79 

Estimated  int'st  on  above  to 
Jan'y  1, 1848,  91,272  26 


$14,678  32 


Outstanding  Trea'ry  notes,     1,726  GO 
Estimated  int'st  on  do.  to 
Jan.  1,  1848,  500  00 


'365,089  05 


2,226  00 
7,432  83 


Outstanding  Land  Warrants, 

Due  Univ.  Fund  for  warrants,  scrip,  dec,       70,371  99 

Doe  State  Build.  Fund    do.        do  4,668  98    473,467  17 


Deduct  unpaid  balance  on  sale  of  the  Southern 
R.  Road,  which  is  payable  by  instalments, 
semi-annually,  with  interest,  and  may  there- 
fore, be  considered  as  an  available  credit, 

And  the  total  and  actual  Internal  Improvement 
debt,  with  damages  deducted  and  interest  ad- 
ded, to  Jan^y  1, 1848,  as  above,  will  then  be. 


2,390,599  51 


425,000  00 


$1,965,599  51 
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the  resomcbs  applicable  to  the  payment  of  the  internal. 

improvement  debt 
Are  as  follows : 
Unsold  internal  improvement  lands,  209,945  acres  at  tl,25,  9202,492 
Unsold  assets  at  state  land  office,  23,566 

Other  asset  lands  received  in  payment  of  debts  due  the  state,  4,000 
State  building  <Szc.  in  Detroit,  13,000 

$801,996 

besides  the  Clinton  6&  Kalamazoo  canal,  and  the  nominal  amounts  due 
from  the  Palmyra  &  Jacksonburgh,  and  Ypsilanti  &  Tecumseh  rail- 
road companies,  exceeding  $100,000. 

Of  the  above  indebtedness,  the  amounts  of  outstanding  land  war- 
rants, and  due  the  state  building  fund,  do  not  bear  interest ;  aiid  the 
interest  on  the  debt  to  the  University  fund  is  at  present  paid  from  the 
proceeds  of  the  annua]  tax  on  the  Central  and  Southern  railroad  com- 
panies. It  may  also  here  be  noticed,  that  of  the  original  amount  of 
treasury  notes  exceeding  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  dollars  issued  in 
1841,  only  $1,726  remain  unpaid  or  outstanding.  The  entire  balanee 
has  been  taken  up  and  destroyed — $28,274  of  which  were  burnt  du- 
ring the  past  year.  « 

The  selection  of  that  part  of  the  balance  of  the  500,000  acres  of  in- 
ternal improvement  lands,  amounting  to  7,495  acres,  reported  last  year 
as  having  been  selected  in  the  mineral  region  of  Lake  Superior,  and 
as  constituting  a  resource  then  estimated  at  $10  per  acre,  not  being  ap- 
proved by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I  have  included  the  whole 
balance  in  the  amount  of  internal  improvement  lands  unsold  at  tlie  state 
land  office,  and  at  an  estimate  of  $1,25  per  acre  ;  although  it  is  at  pre- 
sent considered  doubtful  whether  the  refusal  to  approve  such  selections 
is  warranted  by  the  laws  of  Congress  concerning  such  grant  The 
true  value  of  these  lands  will  of  course  depend  on  their  location,  but  at 
present  they  can  only  be  estimated  as  others  of  the  same  class. 

The  items  above  enumerated  as  due  from  the  Palmyra  and  Jackson- 
burgh railroad  company,  and  from  the  Ypsilanti  &  Tecumseh  railroad 
company,  appear  to  be  of  doubtfhl  availability,  although  it  is  possible 
they  may  be  eventually  collected.  The  first  is  a  balance  due  auer  sale 
of  the  P.  dc  J.  railroad,  which  was  bid  in  by  the  state  and  subsequently 
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•old  by  it  with  the  Southern  railroad,  amounting  with  interest  to 
tdy594  58,  for  the  payment  of  which  certain  securities  are  held :  the 
last  is  for  moneys  advanced- and  paid  to  the  company  on  account  of  the 
loan  to  them  of  certain  state  bonds  which  were  negotiated  with  the 
fi?e  million  loan,  and  for  which  mortgages  and  other  collateral  securi- 
ties  were  given,  the  value  and  validity  of  which  are  now  being  tasted 
by  proceedings  instituted  in  chancery  for  their  collection,  by  the  At- 
torney General.  These  items  have  been  generally  omitted  from  simi" 
br  statements,  but  they  are  here  mentioned  for  the  purpose  of  making 
a  full  exhibit. 

The  other  items  set  down  as  resources  of  the  internal  improvement 
fund,  will  doubtless  be  gradually  made  available  in  the  absorption  of  the 
domestic  debt. 

The  character  and  condition  of  the  ^*Continoent  Liabilitiis" 
remain  the  same  &s  when  last  reported,  except  as  to  the  amounts  of 
some  of  them,  which  have  been  increased,  and  there  still  seems  to  be 
DO  special  legislation  on  the  subject  yet  required. 

THE   AOOREOATB   INDBBTKDXBSS   OF   THE   STATE 

may  then  be  staled  as  follows  : 

Debt  of  the  General  Fund,  $325,169  00 

Debt  of  the  Internal  Improvement  Fund,  1,965,500  51 

Total  debt  of  the  State,  for  which  she  is  liable  with- 
out contingency,  <2,290,769  51 

THE  AGGREGATE  REBOURCES  APPLICABLE  TO  ITS  PAYMENT 

are. 

Resources  of  the  General  fund,  #396,621  95 

Resources  of  the  Internal  Improvement  fund,  301,998  60 

Total   resources^'  besides  others  of  present  doubtful 
avaUability,  »698,619  95 

Full  payment  for  the  Central  railroad  has  been  made  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  its  sale. 

The  principal  sum  of  #2,000,000,  with  the  interest  upon  certain 
portions  thereof,  together  amounting  to  #2,027,322  14,  have  been 
received  into  the  state  treasury  in  the  funds  and  evidences  of  debt  au- 
thorized by  law,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  abstract  in  detail  marked  B.     . 
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We  are  now  enabled  to  discriminate  between  the  liquidated  and  the 
unadjusted  portions  of  the  internal  improvement  debt,  and  to  state  the 
precise  amount  of  each  now  outstanding  due  and  unpaid. 

Of  the  91,387,000  full  paid  live  million  loan  bonds  there  has  been 
received  in  payment  as  above  mentioned,  $1,121,000,  and  on  account 
of  the  Southern  railroad  $4,000,  leaving  now  outstanding  of  the  said 
bonds  only  $262,000 ;  and  309,449  60  of  the  $367,036  80  ''inter- 
eat  bonds"  issued  and  issueable  for  interest  on  said  full  paid  bonds, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  act  73  of  1843,  have  also  been  received 
on  account  of  the  sale  of  said  roads. 

The  balance  of  these  outstanding  bonds  together  amount  to  $31 9,* 
587  20,  and  now  constitutes  all  of  that  portion  of  the  public  debt 
which  the  laws  have  liquidated  and  acknowledged. 

The  coupons  of  the  whole  original  amount  of  the  said  bonds  up  to 
and  including  those  due  July  last,  have  either  been  surrendered  up  and 
paid  into  the  state  treasury  by  the  Central  railroad  company,  or  a  suffi- 
cient sum  in  money  to  pay  the  same  have  been  received  from  them  as 
the  law  required.  Tnere  is  therefore  no  interest  due  on  any  part  of 
the  above  amount  which  has  not  been  paid,  or  which  we  have  not  am- 
ple means  in  the  treasury  to  meet,  until  next  January ;  and  for  the 
payment  of  this,  and  all  subsequent  dues  for  annual  interest  on  the 
above  remaining  balance,  provision  is  made  by  the  abo\e  mentioned 
act. 

On  the  first  day  of  January  next,  there  will  therefore  become  due 
the  coupons  for  that  period,  amounting  to  $9,587  61,  which  according 
to  the  requirements  of  the  said  act,  must  be  apportioned  among  the  se- 
veral counties  and  be  assessed  upon  the  taxable  property  of  each  re- 
spectively, at  the  next  annual  session  of  the  boards  of  supervisors. 

Before  the  period  of  that  assessment  arrives,  however,  the  coupons 
for  July  next,  amounting  to  the  same  sum,  will  have  become  due,  and 
it  will  therefore  be  the  duty  of  this  office,  upon  the  maturity  of  the  cou- 
pons for  January  and  July  as  aforesaid,  to  notify  the  proper  authorities 
of  the  several  counties  of  the  amount  required  to  be  raised  by  them 
respectively  as  their  quota  for  the  payment  of  the  same ;  but  the 
amount  will  not  be  assessed  until  October  1848,  and  more  than  two 
years  thereafter  must  elapse  before  the  whole  of  it  can  be  collected  and 
received  into  the  state  treasury. 

In  view  of  this  fact,  and  that  the  amount  of  said  interest  will  be  less 
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dian  920,600  annually,  it  may  be  deemed  proper  by  the  legislature  to 
direct  tiie  prompt  payment  of  the  same  as  it  falls  due  semi-annually, 
from  the  funds  on  hand  in  the  state  treasury,  which  of  course  would 
be  reimbursed  from  the  proceeds  of  the  said  tax  when  collected  and 
leceiTed  in  due  course  of  law ;  and  such  payment  I  think  might  be 
made  without  impairing  the  ability  of  the  treasury  to  meet  the  more  le- 
gitimate demands  upon  it 

The  balance  of  the  principal  of  the  'interest  bonds"  now  outstand- 
ing, amounting  to  $57,587  20  it  will  /also  be  noticed,  becomes  due 
in  1850,  and  provision  for  its  payment  at  maturity  should  be  made,  in 
accordance  with  the  promise  of  the  state. 

The  said  act  No.  73,  of  1843,  which  also  provides  for  the  settlement 
and  adjustment  of  that  portion  of  the  internal  improvement  debt  con- 
sisting of  the  amount  of  principal  received  on  the  (3,813,000  bonds 
delivered  to  the  U.  S.  Bank  with  the  interest  thereon,  requires  the 
surrender  of  oH  the  said  bonds  for  cancehment  before  the  hoMers 
thereof  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  new  bonds  for  the  amount  of  prin- 
cipal and  interest  actually  due,  saliject  besides  to  a  deduction  of  25  per 
cent  for  damages  to  the  state  on  account  of  the  non-payment  of  the 
remaining  instalments  of  the  five  million  loan. 

More  than  four  years  have  elapsed  since  its  enactment,  and  no  sur* 
render  of  any  amount  has  yet  been  made  in  accordance  with  its 
terms.  But  by  the  provisions  of  the  act  for  ^e  sale  of  the  Central 
railroad,  the  ratio  of  allowance  on  these  bonds  was  based  on  the  actual 
amount  received  by  the  state,  less  three  per  cent  for  damages  as  afore- 
said, and  at  this  rate,  •60<243  27,  or  the  nominal  amount  of  11109,000, 
have  been  paid  into  the  state  treasury. 

It  is  now  understood  that  these  bonds  which  had  been  hypothecated 
as  collateral  securities  with  the  European- creditors  of  the  U.  S.  Bank, 
have  been  proportionally  divided  between  the  holders  thereof,  and  it  is 
sobmitled  whether  justice  to  this  class  of  our  creditors  does  not  require 
that  the  law  should  be  so  modified  as  to  permit  any  one  or  more  of 
such  bondholders  to  surrender  such  portions  as  they  may  respectively 
possess  for  adjustment,  upon  the  same  basis  of  allowance  provided  in 
the  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  said  railroad. 

lliis  portion  of  our  indebteduess,  now  unpaid  and  outstanding,  being 
the  whole  amount  actually  received,  ^ith  interest  on  the  same  to  Jan- « 
nary  1848,  after  deducting  all  payments  made  by  the  Ceiitral  and 
Southern  railroad  companies,  amounts  to  $1,700,480 ;  from  which  if 
ve  deduct  the  amount  of  damages  claimed  as  aforesaid  at  the  rate  of 
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three  per  cent,  with  interest  thereon  to  the  same  tiirie,  the  nett  balance 
remaining  due  including  interest  as  aforesaid,  will  then  be  (1,597,- 
545  14  ; — ^and  for  information  and  convenience  this  debt  is  thus  vari- 
ously exhibited  in  the  foregoing  statement. 

My  views  on  the  subject  of  this  class  of  indebtedness,  as  embodied 
in  my  last  annual  report,  remain  unchanged.  The  lapse  of  time,  I 
think,  makes  it  more  '^fully  apparent  that  every  principle  of  sound 
policy  requires  not  only  im  early  and  equitable  adjustment  of  this  debt, 
but  also  a  speedy  extinguishment  of  it,  as  the  ability  of  the  state  will 
permit" 

If  we  intend  to  repay  what  we  have  received  and  justly  owe,  with 
lawful  interest,  as  we  undoubtedly  do,  can  it  be  a  true  policy  to  procraa^ 
ttnate  the  payment,  and  allow  the  debt  to  accumulate  1 

The  amount  of  principal  and  interest  due  to  January,  1848,  after  de- 
ducting damages  as  aforesaid,  if  funded  to  that  time,  would  be  subject 
to  an  annual  interest  of  #95,852  71 ;  and  as  I  have  before  remarkik), 
under  similar  circumstances,  if  this  were  so  funded  and  we  should  now 
commence  to  pay  interest  on  it  annually,  in  seventeen  years  hence  we 
would  have  paid  in  interest,  more  than  thewholb  amount  of  the  present 
debt  of  principal  and  interest,  and  yet  it  would  be  all  still  remaining 
against  us. 

Is  it  not  then  the  dictate  of  wisdom  to  commence  immediately  and 
make  proviaon,  not  only  for  the  payment  of  the  annual  interest,  but 
for  the  gradual,  though  ultimate  extinguishment  of  the  principal ; — for 
unless  we  do  this,  it  is  certain  that  all  the  evils  and  embarrassments  in* 
cident  to  a  })erpetual  debt  must  be  entailed  upon  us. 

But  under  any  circumstances,  should  not  the  certain  and  rapid  accu- 
mulation of  the  debt  be  prevented,  by  providing  for  at  least,  the  pay- 
ment of  the  annual  interesi  thereon.  Can  it  be  doubted  that  a  state 
which  exports  the  products  of  its  own  growth  and  manufacture,  besides 
supplying  the  demand  for  domestic  consumption  within  its  limits,  to 
the  amount  of  jSvf  tnilHona  of  dollars  annually,  and  the  aggregate  valu* 
•tionofwhoee  taxable  property  actually  exceeds  a  hundred  millions, 
has  the  most  perfect  alnlity  to  accomplish,  at  least,  this  much? 

The  fact  that  this  portion  of  our  indebtedness  remains  unadjusted, 
cannot,  I  think,  affect  the  propriety  of  providing  for  the  annual  inter- 
est on  the  amount  we  acknowledge  to  have  received,  for  the  debt  is 
etill  due,  is  increasing  at  a  rapid  rate,  and  it  mu8t,'Vith  all  its  certain 
annual  accumulation,  be  eventually  paid,  or  repudiated. 
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'  We  know  that  the  people  of  Michigan  have  never  contemplated  for 
a  moment,  a  resort  to  the  latter  alternative,  and  any  insinuation  of  such 
contingency  would  be  an  outrage  upon  their  sense  of  honor  and  good 
faith. 

They  have  at  all  times,  and  through  various  mediums,  solemnly  de- 
.  daared  their  intention  to  liquidate  and  pay  all  that  they  have  actually  re- 
ceived and  honestly  owe.  And  they  have  given  positive  proof  of  the 
ainoerity  of  this  intention,  by  making  an  early  and  satisfactory  settle- 
ment with  one  classs  of  creditors,-  by  providing  for  the  payment  of  the 
anniiri  interest,  on  the  amount  found  to  be  due,  upon  such  setdement ; 
vad  by  a  voluntary  surrender  of  all  the  valuable  public  property  to- 
wards the  payment  of  the  entire  debt  Thus  far  they  have  preserved 
the  most  perfect  good  faith,  although  encon^aased  with  pecuniary  em- 
bwrasamenta,  and  it  will  scarcely  now  be  believed  that  they  refuse  to 
offer  honorable  and  just  terms  of  settlement  to  another  class  of  credi- 
tors, or  that  they  unnecessarily  procrastinate  the  payment  bftheir  just 
dues. 

This  debt  then  must  and  will  be  paid,  and  we  are  under  obligations 
to  owselvesy  as  well  as  to  our  creditors,  to  make  every  proper  effort  to 
provide  for  its  liquidation  and  extinguishment  at  as  early  a  period  as  is 
poflsiblfr 

Shall  we  then  ofier  the  terms  of  settlement  above  suggested,  and 
providb  for  the  payment  of  the  annual  interest  on  this  portion  of  in- 
debtednees,  as  in  the  case  of  the  debt  on  the  full  paid  bonds?  The 
belief  that  such  terms  will  be  accepted,  is  much  strengtheued  by 
the  fact  that  the  holders  of  these  bonds  liave  already  surrendered 
tl99,000  of  them,  at  the  rate  provided  for  their  allowance;  and  it 
muat  be  recollected,  that  any  given  years'  interest  could  not  be  paid 
within  the  same  year  of  its  assessment,  but  that  from  one  to  three 
yean  must  elapse  before  the  entire  proceeds  of  any  one  years'  tax 
which  may  be  assessed,  could  be  collected  and  received  into  the  state 
tieasary,  under  the  ordinary  provisions  of  law.  Still  it  may  be 
deemed  proper  to  fund  this  debt  wiih  the  interest  up  to  1650,  and  to 
commence  thereafter  the  payment  of  the  interest  thereon,  together 
with  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the  principal  of  the  ^^nterest  bonds"  then 
4iieb  and  in  such  case  sufficient  time  would  be  afforded  to  ascertain  and 
know  the  views  and  intentions  of  the  said  bonholders.  If  such  views 
should  be  adverse  to  the  acceptance  of  the  terms  proposed,  the  amount 
e(inlB)naf)bted  to  be  raised  by  direct  tax,  Or  such  other  amount  as  the 
legiriatare  may  then  deem  proper,  can  be  most  profitably  and  benefit 
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ciaUy  Invested  in  a  sinking  fund,  which,  under  the  control  of  certaih 
state  officers,  or  other  fund  commissionera,  may  be  compounded  and 
augmented,  and  certain  portions  of  its  proceeds  be  used  under  proper 
restrictions  to  purchase  in  the  market  these  and  other  CTidences  of  our 
state  indebtedness  not  due,  thus  absorbing  the  principal,  and  gradually 
extinguishing  a  debt  which  if  suffered  to  accumulate,  must  eventually 
rest  like  an  incubus  upon  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  all. 

The  foregoing  views  are  with  great  deference  submitted  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  legislature,  in  obedience  to  the  legal  requirement  to 
^'recommend  such  improvements  in  the  financial  system  of  the  state," 
as  I  may  deem  expedient;  and  the  subject  is  now  respectfully  resigned 
over  to  the  authority,  whose  acts  are  law. 

Prom  official  certificates  filed  in  this  office,  it  has  been  ascertained 
that  many  of  the  plats  or  maps  of  the  several  villages  in'tfie  state,  have 
either  been  imperfectly  executed,  or  illegally  recorded. 

Some  of  them  do  not  describe  the  lands  surveyed  and  laid  out;  some 
have  been  merely  filed  for  record;  the  acknowledgment  of  others  is 
defective,  or  it  is  altogether  omitted;  and  in  some  cases,  the  plats  have 
neither  he^xk  filed  nor  recorded. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  some  of  the  ablest  lawyers  of  this  state,  that 
^town  plats"  thus  situated,  were  insufficient  and  therefore  invalid;  and 
that  especially  were  they  required  to  be  acknowledged  by  the  proprU" 
tors  of  the  lands  laid  out,  and  afterwards  to  be  recorded,  L  e.  transcru 
bed.  It  is  ^erefbre  held  that  unless  these  plats  were  so  acknowledgjad 
and  recorded,  they  were  an  arbitrary  division  of  property  into  parcels, 
in  a  mode  not  known  to  the  law,  that  they  could  not  be  legal  notice  to 
the  assessors,  of  the  lots  and  subdivisions  represented  by  them,  and 
ODnsequently  no  assessment  of  the  same  as  village  property  according 
to  the  said  lots  could  be  legally  made. 

Such  have  been  the  views,  also  entertained  by  this  office  for  many 
years  past,  and  its  practice  has  been  in  accordance  therewith,  as  ap- 
pears by  its  books  and  records,  which  show  the  rejection  of  taxes  and 
cancelment  of  sales  of  k)tsin  sundry  ahd  various  villages  on  account  of 
the  defects  or  omissions  above  menttoned. 

My  own  judgment  approving  such  views,  and  under  advisement  by 
the  Attorney  General,  I  have  conformed  my  official  action  thereto^  and 
have  continued  the  practice  adopted  by  my  predecessors. 

Difierent  and  conteary  opinions  are  also  entertained  by  some,  on 
this  subject,  but  this  fact  only  proves,  in  advance  of  its  adjudcia* 
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tion  by  the  proper  tribtmel,  that  the  legalUp  of  such  assesiinenti  is 
It  leaat  dovJUfvl;  a  contingency  fraught  with  destruction  to  confidence 
in  the  title  to  be  derived  under  tax  sales  made  upon  such  assessment-, 
the  effect  of  which  must  be  equivalent  to  a  positive  loss  of  the  amount 
of  taxes  thus  assessed. 

On  this  part  of  the  subject,  the  present  Attorney  General,  although 
in  some  doubt  as  to  the  positive  requirement  of  law,  very  forcibly  aud 
justly  remarks  :  "  I  understand  that  the  practice  of  yoi^r  office  is  not 
to  sell  lands  where  there  is  a  reasonable  doubt  of  the  entire  regularity 
in  their  assessment.  This  is  a  practice  which  cannot  be  too  much 
commended.  It  is  better  that  the  lands  should  be  re-assessed  a  dozen 
times,  tiiMi  that,  by  any  irregularity,  the  purchaser  should  become  in- 
vohred  in  a  law  suit" 

The  examination  and  reviewal  of  the  returns  of  delinquent  taxes, 
made  to  this  office,  is  certainly  a  duty  'in  which  much  difficulty  anu) 
embarrassment  is  encountered.  Yet,  it  is  a  very  important  one,  and 
its  exercise  has  been  attempted  with  scrupulous  care  and  discrimina- 
tion, and  it  is  reasonable  to  believe,  that  its  tendency  will  be  to  lessen 
and  eventually  to  destroy  the  causes  of  litigation  in  tax  titles,  and  to 
perfect  a  system  of  taxation  in  which  public  confidence  may  be  safe- 
ly reposed. 

It  certainly  were  desiraUe  that  in  some  one  of  the  many  cases  in  which 
r^ections  and  cancelments  have  been  made,  on  account  of  the  defects 
aforesaid,  that  the  legality  of  the  practice  of  this  office  should  have 
been  tested  before  the  proper  courts  of  the  State,  but  no  proceeding, 
hanring  this  oljject  in  view,  has  yet  been  attempted ;  and  under  such 
drcumstances,  and  considering  the  inconveniencies  and  embarrassments 
which  have  been  experienced,  and  which  must  continue  to  be  occasion- 
ed by  assessments  of  village  property  thus  situated,  I  have  deemed  it 
my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  subject,  Ibr  the 
purpose  of  providing,  if  possible,  some  remedy  for  the  defects  men- 
tioned, and  thereby  preventing  the  injurious  results  which  they  inevi- 
tably occasion. 

The  proprietors  of  such  towns  and  villages  should  not  be  suffered 
thus  to  evade  the  payment  of  their  proper  contribution  for  the  support 
of  the  government  3  and  common  justice  would  seem  to  require  ffiat 
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all  such  M  hftve  reoogniz^  the  laying  out  and  platting  of  sudi  towiMi 
and  villages^  by  any  act  of  their  own,  which  clearly  show  their  recog- 
nition and  i^fMTOTal  thereof,  should  be  required  to  amend  and  perfect 
euch  plats  or  maps,  according  to  the  provisions  of  law,  and  in  default 
thereof  the  said  plats  should  be  declared  subject  to  taxation  as  village 
property^  according  to  the  lots  as  designated  thereon ;  and  it  is  much  to 
be  hoped,  that  such  provision,  or  some  other  which  shall  be  deemed 
constitutional,  may  be  promptly  enacted,  whereby  assessments  and  re- 
assments  may  be  legally  made  on  such  property,  and  those  justly 
chargeable  therewith,  be  compelled  to  pay  them  as  in  other  cased  of 
taxation. 

AMBNDinBNTS    TO  THB  TAX  LAWS. 

The  ^'act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  certun  unsold  State  tax  lands,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  approved  Feb.  17, 1846,  and  the  act  No.  72,  amendatory 
thefeof^  approved  April  28, 1846,  by  the  provisions  of  which  this  office  was 
enabled  to  seU  at  private  entry  a  certain  class  of  thdie  lands,  and  which 
were  foimd  to  be  indispensable  for  that  purpose,  have  both  been  repealed, 
it  appears,  by  the  late  revised  stetutes,  which  contains  no  substitute  for 
them. 

It  is  now  understood  that  the  said  acts  were  unintentionally,  and  er- 
roneously included  in  the  repealing  chapter  of  said  statutes,  and  their* 
provisions  should,  therefore,  be  re-enacted,  for  the  purposes  originally 
designed;  and  as  some  sales  of  the  said  lands  were  made  after  the  re- 
peal of  the  acts  aforesaid,  and  before  it  was  discovered  that  they  were 
thus  repealed,  justice  to  the  purchasers  would  seem  to  require  that  such 
sales,  made  n^  was  supposed,  under  authority  of  law,  should  be  dsh 
dared  valid  by  special  enactment 

The  laws  require  each  supervisor,  when  he  assesses  taxes  for  state, 
oounty  ^d  town  purposes,  to  add  thereto  four  per  cent  for  collection 
expenses,  but  it  is  doubted  whether  the  requirement  extends  to  the  ad- 
dition of  such  per  centage  for  like  purpose,  to  either  the  school  tax  or 
road  tax.  To  remove  all  doubts  as  to  the  validity  of  such  assessments, 
the  law  should  expressly  authorize  the  addition  of  the  per  centage  for 
collection  expenses  to  all  classes  of  taxes,  for  they  are  all  equally  and 
justly  chargeable  with  the  expenses  of  their  collection,  and  it  was 
doubtless  never  intended  that  any  remission  or  distinction  of  the  kind 
shoukl  be  made. 

It  is  also  provided  by  law,  that  deeds  issued  by  the  Auditor  General 
for  lands  sokl  at  the  ordinary  and  regular  tax  sales,  to  individual  pur- 
cbasen,  *%hall  be  prima  facia  evidence  of  the  regularity  of  all  the  pro> 
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ceedings,  from  the  valuation  of  the  land  by  the  assessors,  io  the  date  of 
tfie  deed  inclusire,"  but  such  provision  has  not  been  made  applicable 
to  deeds  issued  for  lands  bid  off  to  the  state,  and  remaining  unre* 
deemed,  have  been  sold  and  conveyed  by  the  state  as  *' stale  tax 
kiids." 

Should  not  the  deeds  issued  for  these  lands  be  placed  on  the  same 
looting  with  those  executed  for  lands  bid  off  by  individual  purchasers  f 

It  would  seem  that  the  same  considerations  which  influenced  the 
adoption  of  the  law  concerning  the  last  mentioned,  must  exist  in  full 
force  and  weight  in  a  proposition  to  apply  its  provisions  to  the  deeds 
issued  for  state  tax  lands ;  and  it  appears  to  me  to  be  also  proper  that 
the  defect  should  be  so  remedied  as  not  only  to  afTeci  figure  issues,  but 
that  conveyances  of  the  kind  already  made  should  be  declared  on  an 
equality  with  the  others. 

The  abstracts  and  statements  hereto  i^ppended,  have  been  prepared 
witi)  great  care,  and  their  general  accuracy  it  is  believed  may  be  re- 
lied on.  They  are  designed  to  exhibit  very  fully,  the  financial  ope* 
rations  of  this  department,  and  to  afford  all  the  statistical  information 
derived  from  its  auxiliaries,  which  may  be  deemed  interesting  or  use- 
ful Some  of  them  will,  tlierefore,  appear  in  particular  detail.  State- 
ment marked  A,  shows  the  amounts  and  denominations  of  the  several 
dassee  of  State  Bonds,  and  the  objects  for  which  they  were  issued. 
This  embraces  the  issues  for  all  purposes,  from  the  organization  of 
the  state  government  to  the  present  time  ;  and  by  it  is  seen  what  por- 
tions of  the  respective  classes  of  bonds  have  been  redeemed  and  cancel- 
led. 

B  exhibits  in  full  detail,  the  anoount  and  kind  of  state  indebtedness 
received  from  the  Central  and  Southern  Railroad  Companies,  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  of  their  respective  charters. 

Abstract  C  shows  the  amount  of  '^tate  tax  lands,''  and  the  amount 
doe  the  state  upon  lands  bid  in,  or  withheld  by  it  for  the  taxes  of  van- 
ous  years,  in  the  several  counties,  the  total  of  which  is  982,898  35. 

Abstract  D  is  of  the  sales  of  lands  in  the  several  counties,  for  ^e 
taxes  of  1845,  in  October,  1847 ;  and  that  marked  E,  shows  the 
arooontof  sales  of  state  tax  lands,  by  the  several  county  treasurersi 
wnA  at  this  office,  during  the  past  year. 

F  and  G  sate  the  amount  of  redemption  moneys  paid  at  this  office^ 
and  in  the  several  counties  respectively,  for  the  same  period. 

That  marked  H,  shows  the  valuation  of  the  taxable  property  of  the 
ssveial  tawnskipi  in  1847 ;  the  number  of  acres  and  amount  of  taxes 
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returned  d^nquent  from  each,  for  the  year  1846.  This  table  con- 
tains  statistical  infonnation,  which,  it  is  believed,  will  be  found  service- 
aide,  not  only  in  matters  of  deliberation  en  the  subject  of  taxation,  but 

» 

also  as  a  general  reference. 

In  many  of  the  other  states,  statistics  of  this  kind,  in  very  minute 
detail,  are  embodied  in  statements,  annually  returned  to  the  financial 
department  of  state,  and  by  it  reported  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
legislature  and  the  people.  A  full  and  complete  exhibit  of  the  condi- 
tion and  resources  of  the  whole  state  is  thereby  presented,  and  the  in- 
formation thus  obtained,  must  doubtless  prove  useful  in  legislation  on 
the  varied  and  particular  parts  of  the  subject  they  embrace ;  and  such 
advantages  might  be  derived,  in  our  own  state,  if  more  complete  re- 
turns of  a  similar  character  were  required  to  be  made  from  the  several 
townships. 

I  and  J  are  condensed  statements,  and  show  in  a  more  consolidated 
fbrm,  the  items  detailed  in  the  foregoing  table. 

Statement  K  shows  the  condition  of  the  accounts  of  the  several 
counties,  and  the  balances  due  to  and  from  them,  respectively ;  and 
that  marked  L,  contains  abstracts  of  the  debits  and  credits  of  the  several 
funds,  as  shown  by  the  books  of  this  ofRce,  and  also  the  account  with 
the  State  Treasurer. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

D.  V.  BELL, 
Auditor  Gentrai. 
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Abstract  of  Sales  of  Lands  in  the  several  Counties^  for  the  taxes  of 

1845,  in  October,  1847. 


NsaiM  of  AmouQt  of  mUm 

to  iadividaa]*. 


Allegan, $1,845  70 

Barry, 1,576  64 

Branch, 875  31 

Berrien, 1,675  11 

Calhoun, 2,165  02 

Cass, 400  65 

Clinton, 1,184  54 

Eaton, 1,308  66 

Genesee, 1,368  83 

HULsdale, 2,689  86 

Ingham, '. 1,396  45 

Ionia, . .  * 1,139  68 

Jackfion, 2,779  40 

Kalamazoo, 1,396  16 

Kent, 1,144  57 

Lapeer 726  38 

Lenawee, 1,781  91 

Livingston, 1,185  80 

Macomb, 683  19 

Monroe, 1,157  50 

Oakland, 1,110  25 

Ottawa, 545  74 

Saginaw, 601  65 

Shiawassee, 768  18 

St  Clair, v 1,665  06 

St.  Joseph, 1,022  50 

Van  Buren, 1,329  64 

Washtenaw, 816  99 

Wayne; 1,994  07 

•38,370  79 
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Ahstraci  of  sales  of  State  tax  lands  in  the  several  counties  in  0^/.1847, 
and  at  Auditor  CreneraVs  office  from  Dec,  1,  1846,  to  Nov.  30,  1847. 


NuBM  of  CountlM. 


I     Amount  sold  by 
I  Count;  Treuurer. 


Amount  sold  at 
Aud'r  Genlt  Offlce. 


Total  Am't  Sola. 


Allegan, 
Barry, 

Berrien, 

Branch, 

Calhoun, 

Cass, 

Clinton, 

Ekiton, 

Genesee, 

Hillsdale, 

Ingham, 

Ionia, 

Jackson, 

Kalamazoo, 

KenV 

Lapeer, 

Lenawee, 

Livingston, 

Macomb, 

Monroe, 

Oakland, 

Ottawa^ 

Saginaw, 

Shiawassee, 

St  Clair, 

St  Joseph, 

Van  Buren, 

Washtenaw, 

Wayne, 


1,375  14 

96  oa 

385  64 

1,195  86 

28  09 

496  98 

786  76 

507  44 

1,186  04 

1,579  09 

613  98 

836  37 

549  39 

12  72 
656  36 
743  92 

84  39 

492  50 

182  53 

1,331  57 

215  20 

767  13 

501  51 

1,268  35 

1,111  73 

333  46 

52  31 

137  54 

13  35 

17,493  38 


231  30 

22  81 

898  33 

459  17 
90  57 

141  81 
681  67 
231  92 
506  28 
212  61 
512  82 
701  12 
544  39 

460  57 
238  82 
111  70 

64  20 

252  61 

859  39 

272  64 

455  26 

782  23 

645  25 

798  12 

609  92 

26  27 

90  61 

61  48 

10,963  87 


1,606  44 

118  84 

1,283  97 

1,655  03 

118  66 

688  79 

1,468  43 

739  36 

1,642  32 

1,791  70 

1,126  80 

1,537  49 

1,093  78 

12  72 

1,118  93 

982  74 

196  09 

556  70 

435  14 

2,190  96 

487  84 

1,222  39 

1,283  74 

1,913  60 

1,909  85 

943  38 

76  58 

228  15 

74  83 

28,457  25 
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Statement  of  Redemption  Money,  Interest  and  Charges,  received  at 
ofices  of  the  8taU  Treasurer  and  CowUy  Treasurers,  on  bids  to  in- 
dividuals, from  December  1st,  1846,  to  Mnfcmber  ^th,  1847,  inelu- 


sive. 


Amottnt  recaived  at 

Amount  received  at' 

— « 

Counties. 

State  Treasttrer'a 

Co.  Treaautera' 

Total 

Office. 

Offlcea. 

Allegan, 

$682  23 

«357  41 

•1,039  64 

Barry, 

766  37 

136  92 

903  29 

Berrien, 

328  84 

138  58 

467  42 

Branch, 

847  22 

103  18 

450  40 

Calhoun, 

788  87 

669  52 

1,458  89 

Cks, 

71  86 

46  96 

118  82 

Clinton, 

455  56 

149  94 

605  50 

Eaton, 

688  22 

205  50 

893  72 

Genesee, 

815  11 

354  99 

1,170  10 

Hmsdale, 

245  51 

20  56 

266  07 

Ingham, 

708  07 

191  60 

899  67 

Ionia, 

395  85 

88  77 

484  62 

JocksoD, 

714  85 

519  32 

1,234  17 

Kalamazoo, 

288  79 

232  12 

470  91 

Kent, 

476  28 

217  47 

693  75 

Lapeer, 

443  63 

114  83 

558  46 

Lenawee, 

614  89 

363  36 

978  25 

Livingston, 

530  53 

129  67 

660  20 

Macomb, 

519  48 

38  93 

558  41 

Monroe, 

328  82 

182  55 

511  87 

Oakland, 

510  59 

162  46 

693  05 

Ottawa, 

115  64 

43  65 

159  29 

Saginaw, 

219  27 

28  70 

247  97 

Shiawassee, 

329  64 

51  33 

380  97 

Sl  Clair, 

1,107  95 

277  83 

1,385  78 

Sl  Joseph, 

104  69 

149  83 

254  52 

Van  Buren* 

669  28 

374  97 

1,044  20 

Wa^tenaw, 

256  51 

185  64 

442  15 

Wayne, 

872  86 

36  53 

008  89 

• 

•14,346  86 

«5,593  12 

•19,939  98 
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Statement  o^  Redemption  Money^  Interest  and  Charges^  received  at 
State  Treasurer's  Office^  and  at  County  Treasurer's  C^eSj  on  bids 
made  to  the  State^  and  on  lands  withheld^  from  Dec.  1,  1846,  to 
Nov.  80  1847,  inclusive. 


Countiet.                    { 

Rec'dbyBtateTrefts. 

Rec'd  bj  Co.  Treat. 

Total. 

Allegan, 

•409  88 

•7  82 

$416  65 

Barry, 

02  51 

5  61 

98  12 

Berrien, 

427  84 

8  78 

486  62 

Branch, 

570  53 

6  79 

577  32 

Calhoun, 

61  13 

78  81 

189  94 

Cass, 

144  11 

28  06 

172  17 

Clinton, 

820  66 

47  06 

867  72 

Eaton, 

612  tfO 

16  80 

629  70 

Genesee, 

882  24 

2  45 

884  69 

Hillsdale, 

199  66 

— 

199  66 

Ingham, 

1,259  24 

— 

1,259  24 

Ionia, 

590  41 

29  90 

620  31 

Jackson, 

246  98 

246  98 

Kalamazoo, 

— 

— 

— 

Kent, 

164  13 

9  87 

178  50 

Lapeer, 

711  68 

8  54 

715  17 

Lenawee, 

87  93 

■I  I 

87  98 

Livingston, 

208  68 

10  56 

219  24 

Macomb, 

144  97 

___ 

144  97 

Monroe, 

582  58 

21  68 

554  26 

Oakland, 

286  25 

12  63 

248  88 

Ottawa, 

211  48 

— 

211  43 

Saginaw, 

1,211  68 

28  06 

1,284  74 

Shiawassee, 

978  68 

1  81 

980  44 

St  Clair, 

579  40 

8  88 

588  28 

St  Joseph, 

113  42 

14  85 

128  27 

Van  Buren, 

— 

— 

Washtenaw, 

89  50 

— 

89  50 

Wayne, 

111  41 

— 

111  41 

• 

$11,599  18 

$837  96 

•11,987  14 
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Statement  of  Delinquent  Taxes  of  1846,  returned  from  the  ser>ertU 
Counties  to  the  Auditor  G^neraVs  Ofiee^  and  the  anumnt  remaining 
unpaid  December  1,  1847. 


CoontiM. 

Am'to  f  tax  retura'd 

Amoantre- 
mftining  unpaid. 

fntnrMt  on  iim*t 
unpaid 

Total  remaining 
unpaid  with  ia- 
teroat. 

Allegan, 

•6,502  60 

$3,488  39 

•435  05 

•8,923  44 

Barry, 

4,558  98 

1,485  76 

185  72 

1,671  48 

Berrien, 

4,804  79 

2,066  78 

257  09 

2,313  87 

Branch, 

3.057  65 

1,361  54 

170  19 

1,631  78 

Calhoun, 

8,771  52 

1,849  70 

281  21 

2,080  91 

Cass, 

2,814  68 

874  80 

109  34 

984  14 

Clinton, 

6,267  90 

2,334  02 

291  75 

2,626  77 

Eaton, 

4,971  22 

2,050  98 

256  86 

2,307  84 

Genesee, 

4,866  76 

2,187  88 

278  47 

2,461  35 

Hillsaale, 

5,566  85 

2,470  88 

808  85 

2,779  78 

Ingham, 

4,197  49 

1,826  87 

228  85 

2,055  22 

Ionia, 

5,284  14 

2,172  87 

271  60 

2,444  47 

Jackson, 

3,273  97 

1,648  09 

206  01 

1,854  10 

Kalamazoo, 

3,045  25 

1,591  29 

198  90 

1,790  19 

Kent, 

5,225  68 

2,098  89 

262  84 

2,361  23 

Lapeer, 

2,688  82 

1,178  88 

147  84 

1,326  17 

Lanawee, 

5,086  68 

2,431  08 

808  87 

2,734  95 

Livingston, 

8,016  82 

1,622  78 

202  85 

1,825  63 

Macomb, 

2,110  88 

1,264  90 

158  15 

1,423  05 

Monroe, 

4,837  23 

2,471  74 

308  96 

2,780  70 

Oakland, 

2,680  53 

1,567  49 

195  92 

1,763  41 

Ottawa, 

3,749  08 

1,461  05 

182  62 

1,643  67 

Saginaw, 

7,418  85 

4,552  02 

569  00 

5,121  02 

Shiawassee, 

4,855  48 

1,758  24 

219  77 

1,978  01 

St  Clair, 

5,520  28 

2,487  26 

810  90 

2,798  16 

St  Joseph, 

1,724  00 

853  64 

106  69 

360  28 

Van  Buren, 

4,569  74 

1,611  46 

201  42 

1,812  88 

Washtenaw, 

1,345  66 

891  07 

111  88 

1,002  45 

Wayne, 

4,813  85 

2,779  96 

847  48 

8,127  44 

•120,026  88 

•56,480  16 

•7,052  58 

•68,482  74 

Joint  Doe*  No.  2. 


07 


Aggr^ale  valuation  of  the  Taxable  Property  of  the  several  CounHes, 
and  the  amount  of  State  Tax  at  2i  mills  on  the  doUar.for  the  year 
1847. 


Counties. 


AUegan, 

Barry, 

Berrien, 

Branch, 

Calhoun, 

Cass, 

Chippewa, 

Clinton, 

Eaton, 

Genesee, 

Hillsdale, 

Ingham, 

Ionia, 

Jackson, 

Kalamazoo, 

Kent, 

Lapeer, 

Lenawee, 

Livingston, 

Mackinaw, 

Macomb, 

Monroe,* 

Oakland, 

Ottawa, 

Saginaw, 

St.  eiair, 

St  Joseph, 

Shiawassee, 

Van  Buren, 

Washtenaw, 

Wayne, 


Aggregate  ValuatloB. 

Rtetn  T«x-a^  MQla. 

$529,989  13 

«1,304  97 

394,695  00 

986  74 

651,208  3d 

1,628  02 

656,148  25 

1,640  87 

1,515,521  00 

3,788  80 

690,859  00 

1,727  15 

115,555  55 

2t9  89 

458,175  00 

1,145  44 

455,860  00 

1,138  40 

715,330  01 

1,788  33 

1,184,013  82 

2,960  03 

556,053  55 

1,390  18 

526,983  18 

1,317  46 

1,498,656  50 

3,521  64 

852,374  00 

2,130  94 

586,072  00 

1,465  18 

379,013  83 

947  58 

2,000,000  00 

5,000  00 

815,110  01 

2,037  78 

156,774  00 

891  93 

788,948  00 

1,972  37 

1,160,099  57 

2,900  25 

2,014,756  00 

5,086  89 

295,661  39 

739  15 

351,982  97 

879  96 

864,872  18 

2,162  18 

912,532  00 

2,281  88 

419,775  50 

1,049  44 

466,357  36 

1,165  89 

2,362,407  00 

5,906  02 

3,331,956  00 

8,329  89 

•27,617,240  13 

•69,048  10 
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Balances  due  to  andfiom  the  several  Counties,  No 

1?.  30, 1847. 

Debit  Balance!. 

Credit  Balanees. 

Allegan, 

$2,141  19 

Barry, 

2,381  08 

Berrien, 

304  86 

Bianch, 

424  00 

Calhoun, 

«l,34d  87 

Cass, 

263  17 

Clinton, 

2,418  36 

Chippewa, 

876  92 

Eaton, 

1,622  87 

Genesee, 

■ 

1,700  04 

Hillsdale, 

931  52 

Ingham, 

1,683  02 

Ionia,     < 

3,645  26 

Jackson, 

2,300  52 

Kalamazoo, 

648  36 

Kent, 

845  60 

Lapeer, 

2,751  29 

Lenawee, 

2,519  47 

Livingston, 

748  37 

Macomb, 

2,167  81 

Mackinac, 

16  13 

Monroe, 

6,244  88 

Oakland, 

859  15 

Ottawa, 

2,233  69 

Saginaw, 

4,211  29 

Shiawasse, 

1,484  62 

St.  Qair, 

2,325  21 

St.  Joseph, 

289  80 

Van  Buren, 

1,572  61 

Washtenaw, 

2,295  99 

Wayne, 

9,314  22 

$31,883  58 

$30,673  99 

Am't  due  from  counties,      $31,883  58 

do    do  to  counties,           30,673  99 

Bal.  due  from  counties,        $1,209  59 
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DR. 

Balance  last  year, 
Rec'ts  during  year, 


STATE   TBEA8URER. 


CR. 


66,339  35 
765,608  83 


•831,948  18 


Balance  as  above, 
Outstanding  Gene- 
ral Fund  War'ts, 

Bal'ce  in  hands  of 
StatcTrea'r,Nov. 
30, 1847, 

DR. 

To  warrants  issued 
daring  the  year. 
Balance, 


62,304  45 
2,165  88 


$64,470  33 


By  payments  during 
the  year,  769,643  73 

Balance,  62,304  45 


•881,948  18 


GENERAL    FUND.  GR. 

By  bal'ce  last  year,        62,571  76 
"  Ree'ts  during  past 
year,  185,134  46 

"  transfer  from   re- 
demp'n  acc't,  10,153  83 


165,306  05 
92,553  50 


«257,859  55 


INTERNAL   IMPROVEMENT   FUND. 


1,161   24 

25,734  47 


DR. 

To  am't  overdrawn 
last  year,  585,843  19 

"  int'st^on  Treasu- 
ry notes, 

"  int'st  on  L  I.  war 
rants  cancel'd, 
"  warrants      drawn 
during  past  year  on 
acc't    pub.    works,    18,370  62 

Bonds  iss'd,  am't  re- 
c'd  part  pay't  G.  R. 
R.  Com'y,  not  hith- 
erto charged  this 
fund,  298,262  34 

Int'st  on  five  million 
loan  bonds,  81,110  12 

Int'st  on  De't  and  P. 

R.  R.  Bonds,  4,560  00 


By  rec'ts  dur'g  past 

year, 
**  I.I.  warrants  is- 
sued on  acc't  G. 
R.R.andretum'd 
WJ.  M.Berrien, 
Engi'r,  being  left 
unclaimed  in  his 
hands, 

Bal'ce,  being  am't 
overdrawn, 


♦257,859  55 

CR. 
493,449  01 


46  92 
521,546  15 


$1,015,041  98i 


$1,015,041  98 
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DR. 

To  warrants  during 

year, 
"  bal'ce  on    hand, 
Nov.  30,  1847, 


CONTINGENT  FUND. 

By  baPce  last  year, 
661  57 

1,193  71 


•1,855  26 


CR. 
1,855  ^B 


•1,855  28 


ITEMS  OF   EXPENDITURE. 

8.  Britton;  cabinet  work  at  Capitol, 

V.  W.  McGraw;  new  chairs,  and  repairing  for  Capitol, 

6.  PauU;  copies  of  Governor's  Message,  1845  and  1846, 

J.  &  D.  Flattery;  six  office  chairs, 

George  Coombs;  candles,  and  repair  of  gate  at  Capitol, 

H.  N.  Walker,  Att'y  Gen'l;  office  rent,  . 

Geo*  Coombs  and  Thos.  Cummins;  expenses  incurred  in 

illumination  of  Capitol, 
JohnHalpin;  storage  of  arms, 

R.  Manning;  fee,  case  of  Detroit  and  Pontiac  R.  Road, 
Livingston  &  Co.;  transportation  of  books, 

G.  O.  Whittemore;  maps, 

Mich.  C.  R.  R.  Company;  transportation  of  cannon  from 

Marshall, 
Adrian  Post  Office, 

D.  M.  Freeman;  apprehension  of  murderer, 
8t^  Treasurer;  Transportation  of  safe,  d^c. 


93  25 

56  75 

12  00 

16  50 

5  68 

100  00 

22  11 

5  00 

50  00 

36  19 

7  75 

19  82 

17  89 

100  00 

125  68 

t661  57 
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DR. 

To  am't  paid  for  rep's 
on  Aud.  G«n.  and 
State  TreaV  offices, 

To  am't  paid  to  J.  L. 
Glen,  and  by  him 
disbursed  on  acc't 
new  Capitol  build- 
ing, 

To  am't  paid  B.  Por- 
ter on  contract, 

Salaries  and  expenses 
of  commissioners, 
Balance, 


8TATK   BCILDINO   PUND.  CR. 

By  balance  on  hand 

last  year,  $10,890  48 

**  rec'ts  during  year,       1,600  74 


$10  Id 

1 

2,073  32 

4,723  48 

1,015  31 
4,668  98 

912,491  22 

$12,491  22 


DR.  TREASURY  NOTES. 

To  am't  burned  past 

year,  $23,274  00 

Balance  undestroyed,       1,726  00 


$25,000  00 


CR. 

By  balance  undestroy- 
ed lest  year,  $25,000  00 


$25,000  00 


DR.  TREASURY  NOTES  INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 

To  am't  paid  up  to 

Not.  80,  1846,        $19,206  44 
To  am,t  paid  during 

year  past,  1,161  24 


CR. 


$20,367  68 


Int.  Imp't  fund. 


$20,367  68 


n 
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DR. 

To  warrants  during 
year, 
Balance, 


CONTINGENT   FUND.  CR« 

By  bal'ce,  last  year,       $1,856  38 
•661  57 
1,193  71 


«1,655  28 


•1,855  28 


DR. 


PRIMABY   SCHOOL    FUND.  CR. 

By  bal'ce  per  last  yr^s 

rep't  •92,053  63 

Ay  rec'ts  during  year,   37,826  98 

•129,880  61 


FRIMART   8CAOOL   INTEREST    FUND. 


J)R. 

To  school  money,  ap- 

portM  1847,  ^31,274  74 


CR. 


•31,274  74 


Bal.  on  hand  last  year,  •2,981  49 
Rec'ts  during  year,        23,419  70 
BaL  being  am't  over- 
drawn, 4,873  55 


DR. 


UN'IVERSITY   FUND. 


•31,274  74 


CR. 


Bal.  as  per  last  rep't,    tedfldO  00 
Rec'ts  during  year,        13,221  99 


DR«>  UNIVERSITY   INTEREST    FUND. 

To  am't  paid  Trea'r 

University,  •I  1,915  00 

Am't  paid  A.  S.  Por- 
ter, 540  00 

Am't  paid  State  Trea- 
surer, 5,452  25 

•17,907  25 


•79,371  99 

CR. 

By  bal.  as  per  last  y'r,   ^5,031  04 

"  rec'ts  during  year,    10,955  95 

Bal.  overdrawn,  1,920  26 


•17,907  25 
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^, 


Annual  Report  of  tho  Commissioner  of  the  State 

Land  Office. 

Statk  Lan9  OrfVCE, 
MartAaU,  December  1,  1847. 

To  ihe  Legidahtre  of  Ae  StaU  ^  ISiekigiM  : 

The  following  report,  showing  the  husineas  proceedings  of  this  of- 
fice, for  the  fiscal  year,  ending  November  SO,  1847,  is  respedC- 
fiilly  submitted : 

Sales  and  Bote^Jfom  Dec.  h  1846,  to  Nov.  30, 1847,  tnclusive. 

PRIMARY  SCHOOL    LANDS. 

SalcM. 
lS,990.d2-100  acres,  amounting  to  t77,584  15 

183  lots  in  town  of  Michigan,  amounting  to  18,288  00 

Total  amount  of  sales  of  school  lands, 

Re(^pU, 
On  account  of  principal, 

do  interest, 

do  penalties) 

do  rents, 

Total  receipts, 

Of  which  amount  there  was  received  at 
^  land  0ffio»-<-pniieipa], 
Do.  interest,  penalties  and  rents. 

At  State  Treasury,  principal, 
Do  do        interest  aiui  penalties, 


Total  receipts  at  both  offices  on  aoc't  of  school  lands, 

1 


95,817  16 

•37,884  19 

2&,080  10 

573  81 

60  00 

( 

168,634  10 

•91,708^  83 

13,689  67 

( 

6,176  37 

M6,398  49 

12,060  24 

18,236  61 

ol  lands,        ( 

163,634  10 
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UNIVERSITY   LANDS. 

1182  59-100  acres,  amounting  to  <1 3,540  10 

On  account  of  principal,  #13,221  99 

do  .^       interest,  penalties  and  rents,       11,177  19 


•24,399  18 


CMT  which  amount  there  was  received  at 
the  land  '  office — ^principal  in  wai*- 
rants,  »4,513  70 

do  do  in  specie,         2,916  49 


7,430  19 


do  in'st,  penalties  and  rents,  specie,  8,009  02 


At  state  treasury,  principal,        $5,791  80 
do    do  interest  and  penalties,  3,078  17 


$15,529  21 


$8,869  97 


Total  receipts  at  both  offices  on  acc!t  oC  univ.  lands,  $24,899  18 

STATE  BUILDING  LANDS. 

No  Sales. 

It&ottpit, 

On  account  of  principal  and  interest,  $1,600  74 

Of  which  amount  there  was  received  at 
the  land  office,  in  warrants,  $1,118  09 

do  do  specie,  58  19 

$1,176  23 
do  do  at  treasury,  *     424  46 


Total  am't  recM  at  both  offices  on  acc't  of  state  build,  lands,  $1,600  74 
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INTBRMAl.  IMMOVBIIBM  LAMPS. 

Saki  aiul  Receipts, 
15,211  16-100  acres  at  $1  25  per  acre,  tlO.OlS  98 

Received  on  account  of  asset  lands,  1,080  00 

do  do  rents,  58  16 


Total  jeceipts— all  received  at  the  land  office,  •20,067  06 

SALT  SPRING  LANDS. 

Sakt. 
777  46-100  aqses  amo^Ung  to  .        #8^100  02 

^.  -        — ' ~ 

ReceipU. 
All  on  account  of  principal,  and  at  the  land  office,  |j8fl8  45 

RecapitvUation, 
TotaJ  amount  of  sales  of  school,  university,  stale  building    '  ' 

and  salt  spring  lands,  ♦112,467  17 

I---  -  - 

Total  ani't  of  rec^ts  di  ncc'l  of  said  lands,      $90,502  47 
do  for  internal  improvement  lands,  20,067  06  ^ 

Tsial  receif^ts  fbr«ll  classes  of  lands,  $110,569  58 

Of  which  amount  there  was  received 

At  the  Land  Office^ 
On  account  of  school  lands,  $45,896  49 

Do  university  lands,  15,529  21 

Do  state  building  lands,  1,176  28 

Do  internal  improvement  lands,      20,067  06 

Do  salt  spring  lands,  .  866  45 

Total  receipts  at  land  office,  $63,059  49 

At  the  State  Treasury. , 
Ofi  aocoitnt  of  seliool  lands,  $16,285  61 

Do  uni»'ersil)r  lands,  '     6,860  97 

Do  stale  building  lands,  4M  46 

» 

Total  receipts  at  state  treasury,  $27,580  04 

Total  receipts  at  both  offices  during  the  year,  $110,569  58 
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Statement  of  Receipts  amd  Dithurmmimie.  fiwn  Deeemher  1,  1846,  to 

November  30»  1 847,  iMaif itv. 

DR.  - 

For  amount  ieceiv«d  to  the  credit  of  the  foUowingp  fbncis : 


«         • 


P.  S.  ftind  at  land  ofike, 

Do        do  treasury, 

p.  8.  interest  fund  at  land  office, 
Do        at  treasury, 

IJi^Tereity  fbnd  at  land  office, 
Do        do    at  treasury, 

Ufilversity  interest  fund  at  land  office, 
Do  do        do  at  treasury, 

State  building  fund  at  land  office, 

I)o  do  at  treasury, 


Internal  improvement  fund  at  land  office. 
Do        •    do>  do  at  treasury. 

Salt  spring  land — gen'l  fund,  at  land  office. 


CR. 

By  deposited  by  Com.,  P.  S.  fund, 
"  received  by  Treasurer,  do 

"  deposited  by  Com.  P.  S.  in'st.  fund, 
"  received  by  Treasurer,  do 

*'  deposited  by  Com.,  university  fund, 
^^  received  by  Treasurer,        do 


•31,706  82 
6,175  37 

13,689  67 
1^2,060  24 

7,430  19 
5,791  80 

•8,099  02 
3,078  17 

•1,176  28 


•37,884  19 


25,749  91 


13,221  90 


11,177  19 


V  424  46 

-A 1,600  74 


•20,087  06 
00  00 


20,087  96 
868  45 


•110,589  53 


•31,651  71 
6,175  37 

•11,359  36 
12,060  24 

•7,430  19 
5,791  80 


•37,826  98 


23,419  70 


18,221  99 


««  deposited  by  Com.,  university  in'st  fund,     •7,877  78 
''  received  by  TMisurer,        do  3,078  17 


Carried  forward, 


10,955  95 
•85,424  62 


4i 
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Brought  forward,  #86,404  «2 

By  deposited  by  Coni«,  state  building  fund,        $1,179  28 
^  received  by  Trea^rer,    do  do  424  46 

■  1,800  74 

*^  deposited  by  Com.  int.  improvemU  fund,  19,837  06 

do  do  general  fnnd,  868  45 

paid  Ira  Mayhew,  Sup't  Pub.  InsYn, 
for  his  expenses  charged  P.  S.  inf  st 
fiuid,  i49S  94 

^  T.aMiOg  expenses,  to  wit : 
"^  sarveyiAg  town,  431  29 

"  appraising  lota,  171  00 

'*  clearing  streets,  224  75 

^  lithographed  maps,  75  97 

^  traveling  and  other  incidental 
expenses,  P.  S.  in.  fund,  117  30 


1,020  81 


"'  office  expenses  ft>r  rents,  post- 
age, stationery,  booi(s,  blanks, 
advertising,  ^.,  charged  P.  S. 
inst  fund,  and  univ.  inst  fund,  880  88 

"^  refunded  J.  D.  Worden,  for 
money  paid  at  both  the  land  of- 
fice and  treasury,  P.  S.  fund  & 
P.  S.  in  fund,  215  13 

**  refunded  D.  Mann,  on  surrender  of 
certificate  No.  27,  asset  land,  errone- 
ously supposed  to  belong  to  the  State 
when  sold,  240  00 

^  refunded  John  Bemis  on  surrender  of 
lease  wrongfully  obtained,  la  00 


2,858  66 


$110,589  53 
AH  of  which  expenses,  &c.,  have  been  audited  and  allowed. 


6  J^fNT  D6c^  No.  S. 


SCHOOL    LANDS. 

« 

Immediately  upon  the  Revised  Statutes^  taking  efl^t,  I  advertised 
for  sale,  at  public  auction,  at  a  minimum  of  four  dollars  per  acre,  yn- 
der  the  provisions  of  chapter  sixty  of  said  statutes,  all  thp  unsold  and 
unimproved  school  lands  (excepting  the  section  at  Lansing  and  that 
near  Union  City^)  in  the  counties  of  Allegan,  Berrien,  Branchy  Barry, 
Calhoun,  Cass,  Clinton,  Baton,  Genesaea,  HiHsdale,  In^ia«i»  Ionia, 
Jackson,  Kalamazoo,  Kent,  Lenawee,  Lapeer,  Livingston,  Monroe, 
Macomb,  Montcalm,  Oakland,  Ottawa,  Saginaw,  St.  Clair,  St  Joseph, 
Shiawassee,  Van  Buren,  Washtenaw  and  Wayne. 

No  school  lands  in  any  of  the  other  thirty-six  counties  in  the  penin- 
sula, containing  about  594  sections,  have  ever  been  called  for.  They 
htive  therefore  naver  been  put  in  market  And  in  Allegan,  Barry, 
Clinton,  Baton,  Genesse,  Ingham,  Ionia,  Kant,  Lapeer,  Montcidm,  Ot- 
tawa, Saginaw,  Shiawassee,  St  Clair  and  Ynn  Buren«--4iAaen  coun- 
ties, containing  about  208  sections,  there  have  been  ^sokl  but  16i  sec- 
tions ;  averaging  only  about  one  section  to  a  county.  In  Berrien, 
Branch,  Cass,  Calhoun,  Kalamazoo,  Livingston,  Macomb,  Monroe,  St. 
Joseph  and  Hillsdale — ^ten  counties,  containing  about  159  sections,  the 
total  amount  of  sales  is  about  62  i  sections — a  little  over  six  sections  to 
a  county.  In  Jackson,  Lenawee,  Oakland,  Washtenaw  and  Wayne, 
out  of  about  101  sections,  have  been  sold  about  60  i  sections. 

By  this  indefinite  bird's-eye  glance,  showing  where,  and  to  what  * 
general  extent^  the  sales  have  been  made,  we  perceive  that  we  have 
only  got  fairly  started  in  the  sales  of  our  school  lands ;  not  having  yet 
sold  half  in  the  two  southern  tier  of  counties,  into  about  seven  sections ; 
and  but  a  small  portion  north  of  these.  There  are  now  about  1000 
sections  of  unsold  school  lands  in  the  peninsula,  to  which  are  to  be 
added  those  of  the  Lake  Siqperior  troot,  more  than  500  seetbns,  ten 
sections  of  which  lie  within  the  imp  rangt  of  the  richest  minerals  of 
that  country. 

The  total  amount  of  all  the  school  lands  sold  up  to  the  SOth  Novem- 
ber 1847,  is  94,037  acres.  We  have  soM  during  the  last  fiscal  year 
18,990  80-100  acres,  whk^h  is  ahnost  as  much  as  was  sold  during  the 
diree  preceding  years,  (thai  amount  being  21,171  80-100  acres.) 
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And,  if  the  eounlry  continuM  prosperoiu,  tho  sales  will  gtUl  continue 
to  incroMa  For  Iheie  k  now  a  rapidly  increasing  nofthem  doraand, 
while  the  aalea  in  the  aoathem  ceontiea  afe  slin  inoreaeing.  This  one 
yoar^  eakw  adds  lo  the  acbool  fund  nearly  onb  miwDaap  thovband 
DOLLARS.  This  la  truly  an  enoouraghig  prospect  £>r  our  sehoolai  and 
promises  soon  a  good  increase  to  the  interest  fund  for  distribution. 
To  this  ebeering  prospect  of  the  school  fund  is  to  be  added  the  pro- 
miaing  atails  of  the  section  at  the  qi^ital.  The  appraisedl  value  of  the 
lots  upon  that  aectien  exchunve  of  the  4$  lots  upon  the  30  acres  se- 
lected by  the  commissioners  for  the  use  of  the  state,  is  0&^27  dgilL^ 
The  lota  upon  asid.80  acres  have  not  been  appipaised.  A, proportion- 
ale  and  rdative  appraised  would  bring  thg^e  lots  at  about  12,000  dollars. 
Which  would  bring  the  whole  appraised  value  of  the  sectioni  indepen- 
dent of  Capitol  Sqi|are»  at  1O8»0OO .  dollars.  The  sales  of  lots  upon 
this  section  already  amount  to  18,233  dollars. 

On  examining  section  sixteen  in  towh  five  south  of  range  seven 
west,  I  find  it  a  gaod  quality  of  soil,  heavily  timbered,  lying  within  a 
nile  and  a  half  of  Union  City,  and  posaeasing  in  8Qn;ie  parts  a  rich 
i^paiHy  of  kidney  iron  ore,  though  probably  not  in  large  quantities  in 
any  one  place.  It  is  found  in  detached  pieces  on  and  under  the  surface 
of  the  ground,  weighing  from  one  to  about  thirty  pounds.  This  ore 
and  good  clay  are  probably  the  piost  valuaUe  fossils  to  be  found  in 
this  tract  of  earth« 

I  had  deaided,  in  my  own  mind,  that  it  was  time  to  offer  it  for  sale ; 
that  it  would  not  increase  in  value  any  faster  than  the  money  at  inter- 
est; and  should,  therefore,  have  put  it  in  market  the  past  fall,  had  I 
not  dottbtad.the  legality  of , the  step,  from,  the  tenor  of  Act  No,  78  of 
1849,  reserving  froni  salo  all  lands  containing  mines  and  minerals. 
Prom  the  spirit  of  the  1st,  2d  and  Sd  sections  of  said  act,  I  felt  at  fisrst, 
iDctinod  to  question  the  intention  of  the  legislature  to  reserve  the  lands 
eontaining  trvn  ore;  and  should,  therefore,  have  thought  it  my  duty 
to  disregard  it,  had  not  the  4Lh  section  included  troa  with  the  otheir 
one  for  specific  taxation. 

I  think  the%  lands  should  be  put  in  market,  at  public  sale,  with  a 
minimnm  fixed  al  not  less  than  six  dollars  per  acre.  There  being  a 
heavy  Uast  furnace  in  suocasaful  operation  at  Union  City,  the  timber 
wfD  be  valuable  for  coal.    And  in  dearing  and  improving  the  taads. 
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the  fanner  may,  in  many  plocea,  pick  up  and  raiae^  At  lilllt  expooBe, 
o^  enough  to  pay  fbr  hia  land;  and  on  aomolotB,  no  doubt)  a  grottt 
deal  more ;  and  then  he  has  a  fine  fann^  near  a  flouviahing  ooimtry 
viHage.  The  iidiabitaiita,  in  that  vicinity,  are  not  iaaenaiWe  to  thooe 
feota,  aad  ther  lands  wiB,  therefore^  find  aready  vale. 

UNIVERSITY    tANDS. 

The  total  amount  of  university  lands  selected  by  this  State  is  44,- 
416  81400  acres.  Of  which  &ere  hove  boen^  aold,  mfterdedoeting  all 
forfeitures,  1^,606  80-100  aeres ;  leaving  a  balance  unsold,  of  M,- 
809  51-100  acres. 

It  being  made  my  duty  by  act  No.  80,  of  1847,  to  ^  inqdire  into  the 
situation  and  condition  of  the  university  lands  lying  near  Toledo,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,''  and  to  put  them  in  market  if  it  should  appear  to  be  for 
the  interest  of  the  fund  so  to  do,  I  went,  last  July,  to  personally  ex- 
amine them. 

These  lands  are  known  as  '^  lots  Nos.  7,  8,  0  and  10,  in  tile  United 
States  reserve,  of  twelve  miles  square,  lying  on  the  Maumee  river." 
They  contun  515  10-100  acres.  Tlieir  situation  on  the  west  bank 
of  this  river  is  high  and  beautiful,  and  a  portion  of  them  is  embrfteed 
within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Toledo.  And  being-  lands  of  a  rich 
soil,  handsome  face,  and  of  the  class  denominated  ^' heavy  oi^  open- 
ings ;"  they  are  already  valuable,  and  if  put  in  market,  would,  no  doubt, 
sell  much  above  the  minimum  price*  The  Wabash  and  Erie  canal 
passes  nearly  through  their  centre  and  terminates  only  about  a  imlebe* 
low  them. 

But  notwithstanding  their  present  enhanced  value,  and  the  proapect 
of  a  good  price,  should  diey  be  put  in  market ;  yet  from  the  present 
unusually  flourishing  condition  of  Toledo,  and  evident  tokens  of  a 
hencefbrth  increasing  prosperity,  it  seemed  to  be  advisable  to  delay  of- 
fering them  for  sale  a  little  longer.  Prom  present  prospects,  I  think 
these  lands  must  increase  in  value  much  faster  than  the  money  at  in- 
terest But  should  the  prospects  change,  they  can,  at  any  time  be  of* 
fered.  In  the  meantime,  I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  a  raaDhi- 
tion  of  tike  legislature,  asking  the  legislature  of  Ohio  to  exempt  said 
lands  from  taxation.  They  being  of  a  class  of  kmds  usu^y  so  ex- 
empted, being  granted  for  the  purpose  of  educating  our  youth,  who,  in 
tills  age  of  change  and  migration,  will  be  as  liable  to  become  eitkeos 
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of  (me  State  as  another,  I  doubt  not,  that,  upon  application,  that  le|^ 
iabtora  will  readily  grant  00  desirable  a  request,  and  relieve  from  tax- 
ation this  beneficient  aid,  of  our  common  country^  to  intelligence,  vir* 
tM^  pro^erity  and  safety. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT  LANDS. 

Of  the  500,000  acres  of  land  granted  by  Congress  to  the  State  for 
internal  improvement  purposes,  there  have  been  sold,  up  to  Nor.  80, 
1847,  268,054  21-100  acres 

Appropriated  but  not  yet  conveyed,  for  Lyons 

Bridge,  2,000 

Appropriated,  but  not  yet  conveyed,  for  Grand 

Rapids  canal,  25,000 


>«**• 


Making  the  am't  sold  and  oonditionaUy  disposed 

of  to  be  S100,054  21-100  acres, 

a  balance  on  hand  ojf  209,945  29-100  acres.  Of  thjs  bal- 
there  are  7,495  59-100  acres  which  have  not  yet  been  reported 
hy  the  Ck>niBiise]oner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  as  selected  and  ap- 
proved ;  which  leaves  an  unapproprii^ed  balance  now  on  hand,  for  sale, 
of  202,449  70-100  acres. 

'  Of  the  said  7^495  59400  acres,  about  6000  acres  were  selected  un- 
der the  direction  of  Governor  Felch,  in  the  mineral  region  of  the  Up- 
per Peniasriak  Bul^  general  government  has  refosed  to  confirm 
said  eeleotion. 

The  2000  acres  appioprialed  by  aot  No.  145,  of  1846,  Ibr  the  oon- 
structioB  of  a  free  bridge  across  the  Grand  River,  at  Lyons,  have  hfsen 
seieetad  by  the  supervisors  of  Ionia  county,  and  reserved  from  sale 
for  that  purpose* 

Noae  of  the  8000  acres  appropriated  by  act  No.  106,  of  1846,  for 
the  construction  of  a  free  brid^  across  the  Cass  River,  at  Bridgeport, 
Saginaw  county,  having  been  selected,  and  having  heard  nothing  on 
die  subject  from  that  quarter,  and  the  two  years  to  which  they  were 
Unitad  by  law  for  the  completion  of  said  bridge,  being  so  nearly  ex- 
pired^ I  have  not  mentioned  said  lands  in  my  estimate  as  appropriated. 

Of  the  25,000  acres  of  internal  improvement  lands  (^propriated  by 
aet  No.  19,  of  1847,  for  the  construction  of  a  canal  and  locks  around 
Ibe  m^dB  of  the  Grand  liyet  at  Grand  Rapids,  there  have  been  select- 
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ed  by  the  supervisor  of  Kent  county,  and  reserved  from  sale  for  ttiat 
purpose,  16,324  70-100  acres.     Of  this  amount,  11,798  27-100  acres 
lie  in  townships  5  north  13  west,  and  5  north  14  west,  and  are  a  part 
of  the  same  tract  of  state  lands  settled  by  the  colony  from  HolIa:nd, 
embracing  nearly  all  the  unsold  lands,  belonging  to  the  state,  in  that 
,  vidaity.    Thi^  selection  has  occasioned  much  anxiety  of  mind  i]>  those 
.  HoiUanders..    They  had  not  made  all  the  purchases  they  had  intended 
for  their  own  use,  and  they  are  expecting  yearly  new  accessions  to 
their  number  from  their  native  land.     They  had  purchased  1520  acres. 
They  are  now  desiring  to  purchase  4200  acres  more.     And'  I  am 
aware  that  the  supervisors  are  desirous  they  should  have  the  lands. 
All  they  ask  or  expect  for  them  is  ten  shillings  per  acre  in  land  war* 
rants.     But,  by  tha  just  provisions  of  said  act,  they  can  neither  have 
these,  nor  the  lands  themselves,  under  three  years,  or  until  after  the 
work  shall  have  been  completed. 

Now,  for  the  accommodation  of  these  Hollanders,  as  well  as  for  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  the  Country  by  thst  setdement,  I  weuld  most 

-  respectfully  suggest  for  your  consideration,  the  propriety  of  so  amend- 
ing said  act,  as  to  authorize  the  sale  of  the  said  selected  lands  in  said 
townships,  to  the  order  of  the  Rev.  A.  C.  Van  Raahe  (the  ksder  of 
said  Hollanders,}  and  the  holding  of  the  proceeds,  in  lieu  of  die  landsi 

*  for  the  specific  object' of  the  law.    This,  it  is  true,  would  be  granting 
a  pecaliariy  favorable  privilege  to  said  HoHKiders,  and  wouki  afibrd 
them  a  fine  opportunity,  for  the  next  three  years,  for  scAooting  Aetr 
lands,  invHing  emt]gration  and  extending  their  settlement     Bat  their 
case  is  peculiar.     Here  they  are ;  strangers  hi  a  strange  land    They 
speak  not  our  language.     And  it  is  important  to  them  that  they  be  by 
themselves.     And  furthermore,  they  are  performing  an  esseniM  ser- 
vice to  the  state  by  improving  those  wild  lands  and  preparing  a  future 
revenue  to  the  state.     The  4200  acres  which  they  desire  fbr  their  im- 
mediate use,  the  said  supervisors,  fh>m  documents  filed  in  this  office, 
have  agreed  to  release  to  them  in  the  spring,  and  select  other  laadb  in 
their  stead,  if  they  cannot  obtun  the  passage  of  a  law  giving  them  the 
warrants.     But  this  4900  acres  only  supplies  their  present  waiUa;  it 
makes  no  provision  for  the  increasing  want  of  the  future.     The  amend* 
ment  proposed,  supplies  this  want,  and  opens  the  door  for  an  extended 
growth  of  said  colony,  and  promises  a  home  among  their  friMida  Ibr  all 


/ 

Joint  Doc.  No.  3.  11 

tfattlflliaH  come  for  tiw  next  three  ye«i«.  This  liwt  menlioned  Aivor  to 
ttem,  «ttd  the  adirwABges  growing  out  of  it  to  the  stste,  would,  in  my 
fiew,  b#  the  oflsefitia}  objects  of  madcing  Mkl  avnendment.  For  an 
amendment  of  a  general  character  for  the  sale  of  any  of  the  M^CKH) 
acres  when  selected  and  the  holding  the  warrants  in  lieu  thereof  for  the 
olject  intended,  would  tend  very  jpnuch  to  lesspn  the  sales  of  the  state 
lands  for  the  next  three  years ;  as  most  of  the  sales  from  the  selections 
would  be  made  elsewhere  if  the  selections  were  not  in  market  But 
the  case  with  the  Hollanders  is  otherwise.  If  they  cannot  have  the 
lands  in  the  townships  aforesaid,  most  of  their  intended  emigration^to 
this  state  will  probably  fail. 

SALT  SPEINO  LANDS. 

Pursuant  to  the  privilege  granted  by  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled 
^An  Act  to  give  the  consent  of  Congress  to  the  sale  of  certain  salt 
spring  lands  heretofore  granted  to  the  State  of  Michigan,"  dsc.,  ap- 
proved March  3,  1847  ;  and  in  obe<)ience  to  the  requirements  of  act 
No.  90  of  the  session  laws  of  this  State,  of  1845»  I  have  brought  a 
portion  of  these  lands  into  market,  of  which  there  have  been  sold, 
m  48-100  acres. 

Under  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  ^'An  Act  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  establish  the  Northern  bounda- 
ry line  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  provide' for  the  adpussion  of  the  State 
of  Ifielttgaa  into  the  Union,  on  ceftaio  conditions  therein  expressed," 
4ipproTed  June  28, 1830,  the8tate  selected  the  psiX  apnng  landa^amoun- 
liBg  to  45,948  55-100  acres.  Of  this  seledion  but  34,364  10*100 
acres  have  been  reported  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  as  selected  and  approved.  It  is  important  that  we  have  from 
that  department  an  acknowledgment  of  the  selection,  and  approviid  of 
the  remuning 21,084  45-100  acres.  This,!  presume,  would  be  read- 
ily obtained  through  the  influence  of  our  members  of  Congress,  if  they 
were  addressed  by  the  Executive  on  that  subject  These  lands  could 
then  be  freely  oflored  without  embarrassment  They  are  generally  of 
an  Qzcelient  quality,  and  well  located,  and  their  sale  would  be  of  es* 
mioM  semoe  in  advancing  the  settlement,  andadding  to  the  resources 
of  die  State.  A  list  of  those  not  acknowledged^  as  selected  and  ap* 
psovad,  1  Inve/appenfed  to  tius  repojt. 

As  Md  ael  No.  00,  of  1845,  provides  tliat  the  publio  sale  of  «U  Aat 
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portion  of  aaid  hnd»  lying  east  of  the  principal  mondiaD  be  BMdo  «t 
the  oflice  of  the  Auditor  General  and  State  Trei^Mrer,  in  the  oi^of 
Detroit,  it  will  be  necesiaiyv  by  an  act  of  the  legidalure,  before  aaid 
lands  can  be  aoldf  to  fix  upon  another  place. 

STATE   BUILDING    LANDS. 

Of  the  29,900  72-100  acres  of  lands  granted  by  Congress  to  the 
State  for  ''Public  Buildings,''  there  have  been  sold  in  all  2,095  18-100 
acres ;  leaving  a  balance  unsold  and  now  subject  to  sale  of  27,805  54- 
100  acres. 

Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  60  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  1846, 
I  offered  these  lands  last  April,  at  public  sale,  at  a  minimum  of  eight 
dollars  per  acre. 

ASSET    LANDS. 

Of  the  asset  lands  desci^ibed  in  this  office,  of  which  the  state  held  an 
interest  of  28,172  41-100  dollars,  there  has  been  sold  of  said  interest 
to  the  amount  of  5,605  62-100  dollars ;  leaving  a  balance  unsdd  be- 
longing to  the  state  of  22,566  79-100  dollars. 

THE   CAPITAL. 

It  has  been  necessary  to  give  much  attention  the  past  summer  to  the 
new  capital  of  the  state.  Early  in  the  spring  I  repaired  to  Lansing  to 
examine  and  weigh  the  merits  of  the  school  section  (16)  in  that  town- 
ship, for  the  location  of  said  capital.  And,  it  being  found  to  be  an  eli- 
gible and  beautiful  site  for  a  town,  and  the  one,  in  the  good  judgment 
of  the  oommisBioners,  most  suitable  and  important  of  any  in  the  town- 
Bhip  for  that  pnrpoae,  1  fbithwith,  in  company  and  coonsel  with  James 
L.  Glen,  acting  oommissioner  for  locating  the  capital,  dec,  proeeeded 
to  lay  out  the  whole  section  into  town,  have  it  platted  and  reocMrded,  • 
and,  such  as  it  was  deemed  advisable,  put  in  market 

The  grounds  selected  by  the  commissioners  for  the  location  of  the 
capital  and  use  of  the  state,  are  bounded  and  described  as  follows,  to 
wit :  commencing  on  the  west  margin  of  the  Grand  river,  twenty  rods 
south  of  a  line  running  east  and  west  through  the  centre  of  said  sec- 
tion sixteen,  thence  west  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  rods,  thence 
north  forty  rods,  thence  east  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  rods,  to 
the  swd  river,  and  thence  southerly  up  sttd  river  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning, containing  thirty  acres. 

A  question  arose  as  to  the  legd  neoeasity  of  conveying  tiite  lafid  im- 
mediately to  die  9tafte ;  «nd  idso  as  to  the  mode  of  conve^aMe— wha- 
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ther  by  ^  usual  cettificate  of  parchne  made  to  the  state,  with  the 
OD'nmderation  money  paid  from  the  general  fund  to  the  school  fVmd,  or 
by  q)ecial  legislation.  We  finally  decided  to  let  the  matter  rest  for  the 
action  of  the  legislature. 

The  form  of  the  grounds,  in  point  of  beauty  and  utility,  required  the 
stidce  to  be  stuck  about  ninety  rods  west  of  the  Grand  river.  And 
should  it  be  deemed  advisable  to  have  the  public  grounds  extend  to  the 
rhrer,  it  will  be  necessary,  of  course,  for  the  state  to  purchase  this  thirty 
acres  above  described.  But  the  expediency  of  making  Ae  whole 
thirty  acres  public  grounds,  being,  in  the /minds  of  some,  matter  of 
iloubt,  it  was  thought  best  to  lay  out  into  lots  and  streets,  all  that  part 
of  raid  thirty  acres  lying  east  of  Capitol  street,  comprising  blocks  No. 
90,  IW,  101, 110,  111  and  112.  And  should  it  be  decided  that  these 
bfocks  shaB  not  be  publie  grounds,  but  be  ofiered  fbr  sale,  will  it  not 
be  Tight  ftat  the  avails  thereof  should  go  to  the  school  fund  f  If  so, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  convey  to  the  state  so  much  of  these  lands,  only, 
as  shall  be  necessary  for  state  purposes.  But  the  whole  thiity  acres 
wouM  make  a  most  beautiful  park,  and  ever  be  a  grand  ornament  to 
the  town.  By  taking  out  the  bushes  and  underbrush,  clearing  away  the 
iaUen  timber  and  the  dead  and  ugly  trees  that  are  standing,  as  the  aeting 
comimssioner  has  been  doing,  the  grounds  will  very  soon  and  Dalumlly 
work  into  white  clover  and  bhie  grass,  and  we  have,  aft  little  expense,  a 
most  charming  and  defightflH  shady  grove,  by  leaving  the  mass  of  ibe 
fareet  8lBD<Ung.  But,  if  not  decided  by  this  legislature  to  be  public 
gfoundB,  ttiey  should,  I  think,  be  reserved  from  sale  for  future  considera- 
tion* 

Blocks  No.  78  and  140,  I  have  reserved  from  salei,  supposing  it 
probaMe  that,  aft  some  fhture  day,  they  may  be  needed  for  ornamental 
groonds  or  public  institutions.  All  the  lote  upon  block  No.  115,  be- 
in^  tet  upen  which  have  been  erected  the  temporary  State  buildings, 
I  Have  also  reserved  from  sale.  Some  action  of  the  Legislature  may 
be  advisable  relative  to  the  disposition  of  this  block,  as  it  is  now  Pri« 
mary  School  Land,  and  stands  appraised,  by  the  laws  of  the  slate^  at 
#S,  487.  With  the  exception  of  this  block,  (115)  and  the  two  above 
mesiliMied^  (79  and  140,)  and  those  upon  the  thirty  acves  aeleeted  fbr 
alMe pui^poses,  aBtfie  k>t8  upon  section  sixteen,  upon  the  west  side 
of  tie  river,  h«fe  been  oflered  Ibr  sale.  We  at  first  put  half  of  them 
in  VMrkeft,  by  oflering  two  k>ts  and  reserving  two  altemalriy.  But 
w%  aoon  fbuBd  that  the  oonvenieiice  of  the  settlei;^  and  growth  of  the 
place,  amid  the  heavy  forest,  raqiuved  more  extensive  openings.    Re- 
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serving  half  the  lots  in  this  manner,  would  have  answered  in  cleared 
lands,  but  in  thick  timber  it  was  impracticable.     We  therefore  put  the 
others  in  market     The  lots  upon  the  East  side  of  the  river,  except- 
ing those  sold  for  the  use  of  the  Steam  Saw  Mill,  have  not  yet  been  , 
ofiered  for  sale. 

For  the  promotion  of  the  prosperity  of  the  town,  and  consequently 
of  the  School  Fund,  it  was  found  necessary  to  open  some  of  the 
streets,  to  provide  a  way  by  which  materials  for  building,  dec  could  . 
be  carried  lo  the  ^>ot  desired.     For  this  purpose,  1  have  appropriatec^ 
from  tne  Primary  School  Interest  Fund,  (224  75. 

It  was  thought  advisable  to  open  Washington  Avenue  the  whole 
lenglh,  leading  nearly  through  the  centre  of  the  section;  and  also 
River  Street,  leading  from  the  upper  bridge  to  Washtenaw  Street  ^ 
for  the  purpose  of  afibniing  facilities  for   going  into  the  centre 
of  the  town.    In  the  opening  of  these  streets,  and  in  the  sale  of  the 
lots,  we  have  been  much  aided  by  the  efficient  energy  and  ever  reedy  . 
influence  of  the  Acting  Commissioner,  James  L.  Glen,  Esq.     In  (act, 
the  money  expended  in  opening  the  streets,  and  the  labor  performedt . 
has  been  done  under  his  immediate  superintendence  and  care. 

Moch  has  been  said  about  the  erection  of  a  bridge  aprosa  Grand 
River,  in  Michigan  Avenue.  Men  of  judgment  and  influence  ware 
consulted,  and  there  seemed  to  be  but  one  opinion  on  the  subjeol,  •. 
which  was,  that  the  bridge  should  be  constructed,  and  from  the  Prima, 
ry  School  Interest  Fund,  as  the  bridge  would  undoubtedly  increase 
the  value  of  the  lots  to  be  brought  into  market  more  than  the  coat  of 
the  bridge,  so  that  the  Fund  would,  in  the  end,  be  enhanced  thereby. 
And  I  was,  at  one  time,  on  the  point  of  advertising  to  receive  propo* 
sals.  But  the  season  was  so  far  advanced,  and  there  being  no  law  au- 
thorizing it,  I  conduded  to  defer  it  for  the  action  of  the  Legislature.. 
There  is  no  question  in  my  mind  that  this  bridge  should  be  buih  as 
eariy  in  the  springes  practicable;  and  that  the  lands  upon  the  east  side 
of  the  river  should  not  be  put  in  market  till  ihe  bridge  shall  have  been 
completed.     But  its  construction  will  depend  upon  the  will  of  th» 


This  bridge  will  add  much  to  the  velue  of  the  lots  upon  the 
acres  selected  by  the  State,  as  w^  as  those  for  the  School  Fund*  And 
whether  the  expense  of  the  bridge  should  be  take*  whelly  from  the 
Primary  School  Interest  Fund,  or  partly  from  the  General  or  Stite 
Building  Fund,  may  Jtm  matter  of  oonaideraition,  pn>vi(M  the  fitpt% 
makes  use  of  the  lots  upon  the  thirty  aores. 
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It  wdl  be  proper  for  the  Legislature  to  designate  to  what  class  of 
lands,  if  toy,  the  lots  upon  said  thirty  acres  shall  belong ;  and  also  the 
lots  which  the  State  is  to  receive  from  Townsend,  that  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Land  Office  may  know  under  what  law  they  are  to  be 
aokL  As  the  State  Building  Fund  will  need  more  aid  than  its  lands 
will  ever  affi>rd  it,  it  may  be  well  to  class  them  under  that  head. 

There  has  been  lodged  in  this  office,  by  the  said  Acting  Comniis- 
signer,  and  here  put  on  fUe,  a  certain  bond,  of  which  the  following  is 
aoopy: 

^^iSjioir  all  men  by  these  prosents,  that  we,  Samuel  P.  Mead,  of  (he 
Cewity  of  Wayne,  and  6eoi|pB  W.  Peck,  of  the  CoiMity  of  Inghan^ 
in  the  State  of  MichigMi,  are  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  the  Slate  of 
IRchigan,  in  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  the^  said 
State,  to  which  payment  well  and  truly  to  be  made,  we  hereby  bind 
ourseWes,  our  heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  jointly  and  several- 
ly, firmly  by  these  presents.  Sealed  with  our  seieds,  and  dated  this  29th 
day  of  April,  A.  D.  1847. 

^The  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such,  that  if  the  said  Samuel  P. 
Mead  and  George  W.  Peck,  shall  and  do  well  and  truly  expend,  or 
cause  to  be  expended,  on  that  part  of  Section  Id,  in  the  township  of. 
Lnmg,  in  the  county  of  Ingfaan^  and  State  aforesaid,  which  shall  or 
may  hereafter  be  known  and  designated  as  the  town  of  Mkshigati,  ly- 
ing and  being  on  the  south  half  of  said  section  16,  for  the  purpose  of 
poMic  imjprovement  on  tlie  streets,  bridges,  drains,  or  otherwise,  as  the 
Commissioner  of  the  State  Land  Office  may  direct,  the  just  and  full 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  within  two  years  from  the  date  hereof, 
die  one  half  in  each  year,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void,  otherwise  of 
fiill  force  and  eflect 

[Signed,]  SAMUEL  P.  MEAD,  [l.  s.] 

GEORCE  VV.  PECK,  [l.  s.] 
Signed  and  Sealed  in  presence  of   ^ 

Ja«.  E.  PtATT.  S 

Upon  the  receipt  of  the  above  mentioned  bond  at  this  office,  the 
maken;  thereof  were  addressed  as  follows,  to  wit, 

(Copy.)   . 

St  At*  hASt>  OmCB, 
Marahall,  Auguat  U),  ld47. 

Maauiae.  Mbad  &  Pxoicy— <S»kntlmbk  :-*— 

Pureuaatlo' Ae'raqyireBaenta  of  a  cevtain  hood  made  by  Samuel  P, 
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Mead  and  George  W.  Peck,  to  the  State  of  Michigan,  on  die  5lMi  day 
of  April  1847,  for  the  expending  of  one  thousand  dollars  upon  the  south 
half  of  section  sixteen,  in  the  township  of  Lansing  and  county  of  Ing- 
ham, for  the  improvement  of  the  streets,'  bridges,  &c.,  you  are  hereby 
directed  to  open  in  the  order  herein  expressed^  commencing  with  Wash- 
ingtcMi  street  and  following  with  Cherry,  Grand,  Washtenaw,  Lenawee, 
half  of  St  Joseph,  Capitol,  east  part  of  Allegan  andTownsend  streets ; 
and  in  the  following  manner,  to  wit :  By  cutting  off  all  the  brush  and 
timber  under  three  inches,  and  over  eight  inches,  in  diameter,  witfain 
the  whole  street— cutting  all  of  siiid  timber  under  10  inches  in  diameter 
down  to  the  groimd,  and  all  over  10  inches  at  the  usual  height  of  dw^ 
ping — tiding  offdi^li^lMt^  in  this  maonerupoo  a  strip  two  and  a 
half  fods.  wide  in  the  centre  of  the  five  rod  str^tSi  and  three  rods  wide 
in  the  centre  of  the  six  rod  streets ;  and  burning  all  the  timber  so  cut^ 
with  all  the  fallen  trees  and  old  logs  within  the  whole  street,  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  streets,  so  as  not  to  destroy  the  timber  left  standing  in  the  sides 
of  the  streets.  And  for  which  the  state  will  allow  you  eighteen  dollars 
per  acre,  if  done  before  the  first  day  of  May  next 

(Signed)  ABIEL  SILVER,  CWV. 

.  Eighteen  dollars  per  acre  may,  at  first  thonght,  be  considered  too  high 
a  price  for  thus  clearing  and  opening  these  streets.  But  it  is  a  gieaa 
deal  of  labor  to  carry  all  the  timber,  logs,  du^,  to  the  centre  of  the  streeli 
and  bum  them  green,  without  destroying  the  trees  left  for  shade.  The 
object  in  leaving  the  large  stumps  high  is  tliat  they  may  be  drawn  out  if 
desired.  The  amount  of  labor  to  be  performed  by  Messrs.  Mead  and 
Peck  in  fulfilment  of  their  bond,  will  about  clear  out  all  the  streets  in 
this  manner  in  the  south  half  of  the  section  on  tlie  west  side  of  the  river. 
The  propriety  of  opening  the  rest  of  the  streets  is  matter  worthy  the 
consideration  of  the  legislature.  As  there  are  no  sales  being  made  upon 
the  northwest  quarter  of  the  section,  it  may  be  good  policy  for  the  P.  S. 
interest  to  clear  off  next  summer  and  seed  to  grass  the  said  northwest 
quarter ;  reserving  it  from  sale,  and  raising  the  minimum  price  to  twenty- 
five  dollars  or  over,  of  all  the  lots  now  appraised  under  that  sum ;  and 
whenever  it  may  be  thought  advisable,  put  it,  or  parts  of  it,  into  market 
again  at  public  sale. 

The  landmarks  which  govern  the  survey  and  plat  of  this  town,  are 
three  stones,  planted  one  foot  below  the  surface  of  the  ground,  upon 
die  west  line  of  Washington  Avenue,  one  of  which  is  in  the  oenHiB 
of  Michigan  Avenue,  another  in  the  centre  of  Saginaw  Street,  and  the 
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third  in  the  centre  of  St  Joseph  Street,  thus  forming  a  etandard  me- 
ridian, running  north  and  south,  through  the  centre  of  section  six- 
teen, particularly  designated  by  a  notch  cut  north  and  south,  across  the 
top  of  said  stones.  The  centre  of  said  Michigan  Avenue,  Saginaw  and 
St  Joseph  Streets,  is  each  particularly  designated  by  a  notch  cut  east 
and  west  across  the  said  notch,  running  north  and  south.  The  grand 
stand  point,  from  which  all  measurements  are  to  be  made  upon  sec- 
tion sixteen,  is  designated  by  the  centre  of  the  X  cut  upon  the  top 
of  said  stone,  planted  in  the  centre  of  Michigan  Avenue.  To  avoid 
or  settle  any  disputes  about  lines  upon  this  section,  the  above  specifica* 
tion  was  entered  upon  the  plat  of  the  town,  for  record. 

One  of  the  most  difficdlt  duties  to  perform,  attending  this  new  toWn, 
has  been  the  appraisal  of  the  lots.  It  was  all-important  that  a  just  value 
be  put  upon  them.  And  ^ere  were  almost  as  many  opinions  as  indi* 
▼iduals,  as  to  what  that  just  value  would  be.  And  though  this  task  did 
not  devolve  upon  me,  yet  the  responsibility  of  selecting  the  appraisers 
was  mine ;  and  this  I  felt  to  be  a  heavy  one,  as  I  was  limited  by  law, 
in  selection,  to  the  county  of  Ing^am^  where  I  was  unacquainted. 
Tet  I  was  so  fortunate,  I  believe,  as  to  select  honest  men,  and  disin- 
terested, other  than  the  general  interest  These  men  were  John  M. 
French,  Richard  Ferris  and  Joseph  L.  Huntington,  who  went  person- 
ally to  examine  every  lot;  and,  uninfluenced  by  the  thousand  floating 
opinions,  scrupulously  flxed  such  a  value,  as,  upon  oath,  they  believed 
to  be  right 

For  the  sake  of  convenience,  as  well  as  to  facilitate  the  sale  of  the 
lots,  and  growth  of  tibe  town,  I  had  it  beautifully  lithographed,  in 
the  dty  of  New  York,  from  an  excellent  drawing,  executed  by  the 
skillful  hand  of  Robert  Andrews,  Deputy  Commissioner  of  this  oflice. 
I  obtained  2020  maps  from  this  lithograph,  at  an  expense  of  $151  94, 
one  half  of  which  was  bome  by  Messrs.  Seymour,  Peck,  and  others^ 
propriMors  of  a  portion  of  the  town,  who  received  half  of  said  mape. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ARIEL  SILVER, 
Commiuiavier, 
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List  of  Salt  Spring' Lands  noC  reported  by  the  Commissioner  of  Gen- 
eral Land  Oficet  as  selected  and  approved. 


TRACT  SELECTED. 


fc«cc 


Town. 


HaDg^c. 


Quantity. 


^uth  half, 

North  half, 

Kiitirc, 

Entire, 

South  half,         -      •       - 

GiUire, 

West  half, 

Entire, 

Entire, 

Entire, 

Entire, 

Entire, 

Entire, 

Went  half,         -  -         , 

Entire, 

Entire, 

fciitirc, 

Entire, 

West  half  of  south  west  quarter 

West  half  and  west  half  of  east 

Entire, 

Entire, 

Entire, 

Entire, 

Entire, 

Entire,  -' 

Entire, 

Entire,  -  - 

Entire, 

Entire,  -  -       ' 

Entire, 

Entire, 

Entire^ 

Entire, 

Entire, 

South  half, 

South  half, 

North  halt 

North  half, 


half. 


1 

4  a. 

5 

E. 

320 

12 

4  " 

5 

(( 

320 

20 

7N 

8 

W 

640 

21 

7  « 

8 

t; 

649 

19 

9  " 

8 

4( 

811.21 

24 

9  " 

8 

(( 

640 

25 

9  " 

8 

t( 

320 

29 

9  " 

8 

i( 

640 

31) 

9  " 

8 

11 

d25.76 

31 

9  *• 

8 

(( 

628-92 

25 

9  " 

9 

(i 

640 

3 

7  *' 

10 

« 

575.78 

18 

13  " 

11 

i« 

642.9B 

5 

6  " 

12 

(( 

325.96 

18 

7  *• 

12 

((  . 

601.90 

19 

7  « 

12 

(( 

am 

20 

7  '' 

12 

a 

640 

30 

7  " 

12 

it 

595.68 

32 

7  *' 

12 

(I 

80 

34 

7  " 

12 

" 

445.05 

9 

8N 

12 

(( 

640 

21 

8  " 

12 

u 

640 

35 

13  " 

12 

ii 

640 

11 

7  « 

13 

(( 

640 

12 

7  *' 

18 

ct 

640 

13 

7  « 

18 

tl  . 

640 

14 

7  '^ 

18 

t( 

640 

10 

9  " 

13 

a 

640 

11  9  " 

13 

u 

640 

14 

9" 

18 

(« 

649 

15 

9  " 

18 

it 

607.80 

22 

9  *^ 

13 

4( 

640 

23 

9  "113 

44 

640 

21 

9  "13 

44 

640 

14 

8  " 

14 

44 

640 

8 

10  " 

15 

44 

820 

4 

10  " 

15 

44 

320 

9 

10  " 

15 

44 

820 

10 

10  " 

15 

14 

320 

d 
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STATE  OF  MICHIGAN. 


No.  4. 


LEGISLATURE,   1848. 


Report  of  the  Board  of  Internal  Improvement. 

Intbrnal  Imfrovembmt  Oiricc,  I 
Detraitj  December  IH^  1847.      ) 

TbAeSenaUand  Hoiue  of  Repre$eiUaii9€$ 

rfihe  State  of  Michigan: 

Daring  the  past  fiscal  year  ending  November  30th,  1847,  the 
Board  of  Internal  Improvement  have  been  engaged  in  settling  up 
the  business  consequent  upon  the  sale  of  the  Central  and  Southern 
Rail  Roads,  and  in  directing  the  expenditure  for  the  improvement 
of  the  navigation  of  the  St  Joseph  river,  the  most  of  which  was 
accomplished  before  the  expiration  of  the  office  of  the  Acting  Com- 
inissioner,  on  the  20th  of  April  last. 

The  Southern  Rail  Road  was  delivered  to  the  company  incorpor- 
ated for  its  purchase,  on  the  23d  day  of  December  last.  An  in- 
ventory and  appraisal  of  the  cars,  engines  and  other  property  on 
the  road,  was  made  by  J.  H.  Cleveland,  the  Superintendent,  on  the 

_  « 

pivt  of  the  State,  together  with  Thos.  Cole,  the  agent  of  the  com- 
pany^  a  copy  of  which  is-  attached  to  this  report;  the  valuation 
amounted  to  141,359  28.  The  board  hold  the  bond  of  the  com- 
pany for  $9,000  00,  given  for  a  new  engine  and  cars,  placed  upon 
the  road  by  the  board  before  the  sale,  under  arrangement  with  a 
portion  of  the  company  named  in  the  act  of  incorporation,  that 
they  should  be  paid  for  by  them  if  the  purchase  of  the  road  was 
completed;  the  Company  claim  a  deduction  for  over  estimate  of 
the  valuation  of  new  cars,  which  has  not  yet  been  adjusted. 
Preparation  was  made  early  in  the  spring,  for  commencing  the 

1 
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work  on  the  St.  Joseph  river,  under  the  direction  and  arrangement 
of  John  F.  Porter,  the  Acting  Commissioner.  There  has  been 
expended  during  the  past  year  on  this  work  $6,398  19,  leaving  a 
balance  of  $1,209  01,  of  the  appropriation  of  1844,  and  $87  50» 
the  entire  appropriation  of  1847 — total  $9,959  Ol^  yet  unexpended. 
The  agents  appointed  by  the  board,  who  had  charge  of  the  expen- 
diture of  the  money,  were  directed  to  proceed  with  the  work  at  as 
early  a  day  as  practicable,  and  expend  such  an  amount  as  could  be 
done  with  advantage,  during  the  season,  by  removing  sandbars, 
snags,*  hanging  timber,  and  by  repairing  and  altering  some  of  the 
wing  dams.  The  navigation  of  the  river  has  been  much  improved, 
and  has  been  of  great  benefit  to  that  portion  of  the  people  of  oor 
State,  residing  in  or  near  the  valley  of  the  river,  who  rely  upon 
this  channel  of  conveyance  to  transport  their  produce  to  market. 
Already  a  large  amount  of  property  has  found  its  way  to  market 
through  this  outlet,  increasing  yearly,  and  must  continue  until  some 
more  direct  and  cheaper  mode  of  conveyance  is  opened. 

Under  the  joint  resolution'*  approved  January  28th,  1847,*'  au- 
thorising and  directing  the  Board  of  Internal  Improvement  to  set* 
tie  with  and  allow  to  the  Superintendent  and  Collcetors  on  the 
Southern  Rail  Road,  the  uncurrent  money  received  by  them  in 
good  faith,  as  agents  of  the  State,  $885  in  bills  of  the  River  Raisin 
Bank  t^ere  received  by  the  board  from  them  in  settlement  of  their 
accounts,  satisfactory  evidence  having  been  given  that  they  ^were 
taken  as  contemplated  by  the  resolution  passed  in  their  behalf. 
The  Michigan  Insurance  Company  hold  some  security  in  their 
hands  for  the  redemption  of  these  bOls,  but  what  amount  will  be 
eventually  paid  is  not  yet  known. 

The  board  have  on  hand  in  good  funds,  $4,085  58,  a  small  por- 
tion of  which,  will  be  needed  to  settle  claims  for  animals  killed,  and 
property  lost  and  destroyed,  by  runmng  cars  on  the  Central  and 
Southern  Railroads,  and  some  other  accounts  which  are  chargea- 
ble by  law  and  payable  from  this  fund — the  most  of  them  have 
been  adjusted  and  paid  ;  the  balance  of  the  money,  aftor  payment 
as  above  specified,  will  be  paid  into  the  treasury,  and  placed  to  the 
credit  of  the  "Sinking  Fund,"  to  reimburse  the   State  Building 
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Fund,  to  which  this  fund  ia  indebted,  and  which  has  already  been 
anticipated.  « 

The  report  of  the  Auditor  General  and  the  Secretary  of  State^ 
who  had  charge  of  the  expenditure  of  the  appropriation  for,   and 
the  leasing  of,  the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  Canal,  is  appended. 
An  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

GEO,  B.  COOPER, 
CJuiirman  of  the  Board  of  Internal  ImprovemaU, 
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hiverUory  of  property  on  Sowthern  Railroad^  in  the  Stale  ofiUxMgan^ 

Dec.  25, 1846. 
1194  cords  of  Wood,  sawed  and  uusawed, 
7473  feet  Square  Timber, 
11628    ^'     sawed  do,  and  rails, 
4  Timber  Cars,  each, 
2  Dirt 
18  Hand 

4  stoves,  in  well  houses,  each, 
aO  Shovels, 


<i 


i< 


i< 


<< 


10  Spades, 

25  Spike  Hammers, 

24  Claw  Bars, 

9  Drills, 
19  Picks, 
18  Cant  Hooks, 

2  Axes, 

2  Adze, 

15  Tie  Saws, 

3  Cross  cut  Saws,  for 
17  Chalk  Lines,       " 
17  Cold  Chisels, 

16  Spik  Sets 
86  kegs  Spike, 

2  Grind  Stones, 

7  Snow  Drags,  ($10)  for 

2  Augurs,  each, 


it 


(I 


<4 


i< 


*i 


<l 


it 


il 


it 


each, 


a 


a 


a 


<30  00 
20  00 
25  00 
8  00 
50 
75 
1  00 
1  00 
8  00 
1  00 
75 

1  00 

2  00 
75 


37J 
25 
6  50 
1  00 

50 


$982  12 

298  92 

81  39 

120  00 

40  00 

450  00 

32  00 

15  00 

7  50 

25  00 

24  00 

72  00 

19  00 

18  50 

2  00 

4  00 

11  25 

10  00 

1  00 
6  38 
4  00 

559  00 

2  00 
10  00 

1  00 


In  Car  Shop  at  Monroe,  in  charge  of  R.  Livingston, 


62  covered  Freight  Cars,  complete, 

3  passenger  '* 

1         «  tf  (say  one  third  built,) 

3,  8  wheel  racks  (double  cars) 

2, 4      "        "      (wngle    "     ) 
4000  feet  Fine  Lumber,  18  50 

8000    ••    Ash        "  9  00 


$14,400  00 

3,000  00 

400  00 

900  00 

250  00 

74  00 

27  00 
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700    "    Cherry  "        for 

«6  30 

7  Work  Benches        " 

17  50 

10  Saw         "                •• 

2  50 

170  Patterns,     ,              " 

1 

300  00 

1  Cupboard  or  tool  case 

2  00 

6  Moulding  Planes, 

3  00 

15  Augurs, 

4  00 

1  Lamp, 

1  00 

2  Hand  Screws, 

1  00 

150  lbs.  Nails, 

7  50 

1  Glue  Kettle, 

1  00 

1  Stove, 

5  00 

1  Screw  Wrench, 

■ 

2  00 

3  Oil  and  Varnish  Jugs, 

1  00 

h  charge  of  J.  ScranUm,  Jr.  SiqferintendeiU  of  Machinery. 

4  Locomotive  Engines,  for 

15,000  00 

6  Pinch  Bars, 

6  00 

56  Wrenches, 

•  28  00 

7  Hammers, 

7  00 

6  Spike  do 

6  00 

5  Cooper  do 

5  00 

9  Chissels, 

4  00 

4  Boxes  for  sand, 

1  00 

17  Oil  and  Tallow  Cans,  each, 

2  00 

34  00 

8  Globe  Lamps,               '* 

1  00 

8  00 

5  Log  Chains,  (on  board  Locomotives,) 

15  00 

6  Water  Pails,            each. 

25 

1  50 

6  Shovels,                        << 

50 

8  00 

8  small  Locomotive  bells,  each, 

3  00 

9  00 

3  Wrought  Iron  Centre  Pins, 

5  00 

68  Comer  Bands,  for  freight  cars, 

50 

84  00 

32  Stirrups  for  springs, 

1460  lbs.  old  Steel, 

8  00 

8  Shovels, 

1  50 

e  FOes, 

3  38 

.    12  Old  Springs, 

50  40 
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1  Iron  Square, 

$1  00 

1  Soldering  Iron, 

50 

1  Desk, 

1  Coal  Rack  and  Coal  Bin, 

1  set  Tools  for  cleaning  boilers, 

2  00 

1  Bolt  box, 

1  Iron  Rack,  1  Tunnel, 

1  Horse  and  Harness, 

79  00 

5529  lbs.  new  Castings, 

221  16 

247  lbs.  Brass  Boxes, 

74  10 

155  lbs.  old  Brass, 

19  38 

260  bars  Railroad  Iron, 

819  00 

6  new  Tiers  for  driving  wheels. 

498  61 

1  pair  Tank  Wheels, 

58  00 

2    "    Truck  Wheels, 

118  12 

3    "    small        do 

174  06 

2  bbls.  Lard, 

64  25 

1  bbl.  Oil, 

32  12 

16  Splint  Brooms, 

4  00 

467  Wts, 

23  85 

1  pair  Driving  Wheels,  (wheels  not  good) 

184  00 

1  Crank  Axle, 

165  00 

2  sets  Blacksmith's  tools. 

100  00 

1200  lbs.  Iron, 

60  00 

8000  lbs.  Spring  Steel, 

501  13 

1  Lathe, 

25  00 

27  Lathe  Tools, 

14  00 

1  Drill  Stock, 

5  00 

3  Boiler  Hammers,  (3) 

3  00 

20  Flue  Tools,  (10) 

10  00 

10  Drills, 

5  00 

2  Papers  Rivets, 

50 

IPail, 

25 

8  Screw  Vices, 

18  00 

1  Large  Stove  and  Pipe, 

30  00 

1  Grind  Stone, 

1  00 

11  Wrenches, 

8  25 

9  Lamps, 

3  00 
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1  Locomotive  Lamp, 

80  00 

1  Tin 

75 

8  Globe            «« 

8  00 

1  Gallon  Measure, 

50 

4  Screw  Plates, 

87  00 

55Ta|>s, 

46  00 

2  Wood  Saws, 

1  50 

8  Tap  Wrenches, 

6  00 

1  Axe, 

1  00 

1  Large  Oil  Can, 

5  00 

100  Bush.  Ck)al, 

4  00 

AiMoiiroe  Office. 

1  Large  Writing  Table, 

4  00 

2  Stoves  and  Pipe, 

20  00 

2  Pr.  Shovel  and  Tongs, 

2  00 

1  Ash  Pail, 

75 

1  Counter  Brush, 

25 

2  Lamps, 

50 

1  Lamp  Filler, 

1  00 

1  Pr.  Scissors, 

25 

1  Paper  Folder, 

25 

2  Letter  Stamps, 

50 

1  BdL  Quills, 

25 

•2  Quires  envelope  Paper, 

50 

1  Sand  Box, 

25 

1  Ink  Stand, 

50 

10  Half  Quires  Writing  Paper, 

1   25 

6  Lead  Pencils, 

88 

2  Pails,. 

50 

1  Clock, 

5  00 

6  Chairs, 

8  75 

1  Large  Writing  Desk, 

6  00 

1  TaU  Stool, 

50 

1  Cherry  Table, 

4  00 

1                    " 

8  00 

6  Lb.  Candles, 

75 

1  Tin  Wash  Bowl, 

25 
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2  Tumblers,  t     25 

4  Tin  Lard  Lamps,  2  00 
8  Com  Brooms,  58 
6  Pad  Locks,  1  50 
i  Ream  Freight  Way  bills,  7  50 
}  "  Passenger,  "  7  50 
)      «    Vouchers,  5  00 

3  Rules,  ^ 
1  Map  U.  States,  10  00 
1    "  Michigan,  8  00 

At  Adrian  Office. 

1  Desk,  5  00 

2  Tin  Candle  Sticks,  25 

2  Ink  Stands,  25- 

5  Chairs,  3  00 
1  Pr.  Shovel  and  Tongs,  1  00 

1  Stove  and  Pipe,  B  00 

iSand  Box,  26 

1  Large  Table,  or  Desk  with  drawers,  5  00 

1  Horse  and  Harness,  80  00 

At  Hillsdale  Office. 

1  Horse  and  Harness,  60  00 

3  Stoves  and  Pii)C,  60  00 

1  Writing  Desk  and  Case,  10  00 

6  Chairs,                    (3)  8  00 

2  Candle  Sticks,  88 
2  Ink  Stands,  -  00 
1  Clock,  6  ^ 
1  Sheet  iron  ash  Pail,  1  25 
1  Sand  Box,  12 
1  Broom,  1* 
1  Pr.  Tongs,  87 
1  Water  Pot,  19 

1265  Ties,  89  56 

1  Platform  Scale,  26  00 

1  Dray  and  Harness,  85  00 

1  Crane  and  apparatus  in  Blacksmith  Shop,  14  00 
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1  Set  steel  tools  for  making  dies  &c, 
1  Salter's  Spring  Balance, 


•28  00 
7  50 


<41,d59  26 

This  is  to  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  property  described  in 
the  above  inventory,  and  have  appraised  the  same  as  carried  out. 
(Signed,)  THOMAS  G.  COLE. 

J.  H.  CLEVELAND. 
MoNROK,  Jan.  1,  18^. 
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Report  concerning  ike  rgnUrs  of  the  CUnlon  and  Kalamnzoo  OmuiL 

Auditor  Gkneral's  Oprics, 
Detroit,  December  1,  1847. 

jfb  the  Legislaiure  of  the  State  of  Michigan  : 

The  undersigned  {^pointed  by  the  "act  ibr  the  preeenration  and 
leasing  of  the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  Canal,"  approved  March  17, 
1847,  to  perform  certain  duties  therein  prescribed,  respectfully  report 
their  proceedings  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  said  act 

By  its  terms,  we  were  authorized  to  lease  the  said  Canal,  and  to  di* 
rect  certain  repairs  thereon,  for  the  payment  of  which,  land  script  was 
to  be  issued  to  the  amount  in  value  of  five  thousand  acres  of  internal 
improvement  land. 

For  the  purpose  of  leasing  the  canal  and  making  the  necessary  re> 

pairs  to  the  best  advantage,  it  was  deemed  proper  to  propose  to  allow 

the  lessee  to  expend  the  amount  appropriated,  in  repairs  under  our 

direction,  believing  that  the  object  contemplated  by  the  law,  could  be 

thus  best  accomplished,  and  the  foUowing,  notice  was  therefore  pub> 

fished: 

''AuDrrom  OBmtiiAr's  Orncsi 
DsTEorr,  April  37, 1847 

"Sbalid  raoposALs  will.be  received  at  this  oflioe,  and  by  David 
Shook  at  die  village  of  Mount  Clemens,  until  the  20th  day  of  May 
next,  inchisive,  for  the  kaeing  of  the  Clinton  dc  Kalamazoo  Canal, 
extending  from  the  village  of  Frederick  in  the  County  of  Macomb^  to 
the  village  of  Rochester  in  the  county  of  Oakland. 

^If  any  proposal  so  received  shall  be  in  die  opinion  of  the  under- 
signed, ^promotive  of  the  interests  of  the  State,"  a  lease  will  be  eze> 
cuted  for  a  term  not  exceeding  five  years,  sutject .  to  be  terminated 
t^  the  State  at  any  time  by  giving  six  months  notice,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  'act  for  the  preservation  and  leasing  of  the  Clinton 
&  Kalamazoo  canal,'  approved  March  17,  1847 :  and  the  leasee  will 
bb  authorised  and  required  to  expend  in  repairs  upon  the  said  canal 
between  the  villages  aforesaid,  the  amount  appropriated  for  that  pur* 
pose  by  the  said  act,  except  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary  to 
pay  the  services  of  ui  engineer  or  Superintendent,  and  other  inciden* 
tal  expenses. 

''The  said  repairs  must  be  made  under  the  direction  of  the  under* 
signed,  according  to  certain  specifications  which  may  be  seen  on  ap* 
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plipation  to  the  said  David  Shook,  or  at  this  office :  and  after  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  amount  appropriated  as  aforesaid,  the  leasee  will  be 
required  to  keep  the  said  canal  in  repair  during  the  existence  of  his 
lease." 

No  pvoposals  whatever  were  received  under  this  advertisement,  and 
'  on  the  24di  May  following,  another  notice  was  published,  inviting  pro- 
posals lor  making  the  said  rqiairs,  and  a  contract  therefor  was  enter- 
ed into  with  Messrs  Chandler  and  Warner  of  Mount  Clemens,  upon 
temw,  which,  in  our  opinion,  were  the  best  that  were  oflbred. 

Under  this  contract  the  canal  has  been  put  in  repair,  and  in  nav- 
igahle  order  to  lock  No.  18,  inclusive,  extending  from  the  viBage  of 
Frederick  to  about  three  miles  above  the  village  of  Utica  in  Macomb 
County,  tiie  cost  of  which,  together  with  other  incideBtal  expenditures, 
aD  of  which  have  been  paid  in  land  warrants,  is  as  follows : 
Paid  Chandler  dc  Warner  for  repairs  as 

per  contract,  96,000  00 

Paid  P.  and  H.  C.  Kibbee  for  estimated 
proportion  ofthe  expense  of  construc- 
ting mindam  at  Frederick,  and  charg- 

aUe  to  tiie  State,  40S  22 

Paid  D.  Shook  for  services  as  Engineer 
and  Superintendent,  part  of  whidi  ar 
mount  WIS  for  arrearages  due  from 
the  Board  of  internal  improvement; 
and  for  advertising,  675  18 

Total  Expenditures,  96,978  40 

Leaving  unexpended  of  the  appropriation  made  by  the  act  above 
mentioned,  the  sum  of  $271  60. 

It  is  believed  that  the  repairs  have  been  fidthfiilly  made,  and  in  ae* 
oordance  with  the  specifications  under  which  the  contract  was  exten- 
ded, and  it  is  probable  that'  during  the  ensuing  season  of  navigation, 
some  satisfactory  oflbr  may  be  made  to  lease  this  portion  of  the  work 
thus  completed. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

D.  V.  BELL,  Audkar  Gmeral, 

G.  O.  WHITTEMORE,  8ecrdary  of  State. 
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0ocaBie8ito  accompanying  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

DaUk  Anmud  Si^Mnt  of  tke  Board  of  Regents  of  the   Utdvermty  of 
Mkhigwn^  to  ike  St^fermtendeiU  qf  PtHbhc  Inetrudion, 

In  compliance  with  the  law  for  the  organization  of  the  Uni^eni- 
tj  of  Michigan,  the  Board  of  Regents  submit  their  tenth  annual 
report  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 

Attbemeeting  of  the  Board  in  August,  1846,  the  report  of  die 
committee  on  that  subject,  showed  that  but  four  of  the  Branches 
were  in  actual  operation.  Many  places  claimed  the  assistance  of 
the  UniTorsity  in  the  establishment  of  Branches.  The  whole  sub* 
ject  was  referred  to  a  committee.  Tins  committee  after  a  careful 
exanrinacion,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  appropriations  conld  not 
be  made  for  the  Branches  then  in  existence  and  for  the  establish- 
ment of  others,  at  points  baring  equal  claims,  without  seriously 
trenching  upon  the  resources,  and  limiting,  in  a  great  degree, 
the  usefulness,  and  even  endangering  the  success,  of  the  present  in- 
stitution. This  report  was  adopted,  and  since  that  period  no  ap- 
propriations have  been  made  to  any  ef  the  Branches  of  the  Uni- 
Torsity. 

The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  exhibits  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  during  the  past  year. 

The  fbllowing.arethe  names  and  residences  of  the  class  gradu- 
ating  at  the  last  commencement  of  the  University : 

Chester  Dalton  Yost  Alexander,  of  Lodi,  Mich.;  Edmund  Potts 
Christian,  of  Det.  Mich.;  Franklin  B.  Collins,  of  Pitufield,  Mich.; 
Seneca  Bwer,  of  Unadilla,  O.;  Eno.  Lesley  Freeman,  of  Romeo, 
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Mich. ;  Simon  Shailor  Hall,  of  Chatham,  Cono, ;  John  Billyers,  oF 
Toledo,  O. ;  John  Stoughton  Newberry,  of  Romeo,  Mich. ;  Theo- 
dore Romeyn  Palmer,  of  Plymouth,  Mich.;  Franklin  Leonidas 
Parker,  of  Plymouth,  Mich. ;  Franklin  Chase  Safford,  of  Oberltn,  O. 
No  change  haa  been  made  since  the  last  annual  report,  in  the 
Faculty,  which  now  consists  of 

Rev.  J.  Holmes  Agnew,  A.  M.,  Professor  of  the  Ghvek  and  Lat- 
in Languages,  President. 

Rev.  Greorge  P.  Williams,  A.  M.,  Professor  of  Natural  Philoso- 
phy and  Mathematics. 

Rot.  Andrew  Ten  Brook,  A.  M.,  Professor  of  Motal  and  Intel- 
lectual Philosophy. 

Rev.  Daniel  D.  Whedon,  A.  M^  Professor  of  Lugic«  Rhetoric, 
and  the  Philosophy  of  History. 
Abram  Sager,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Botany,  and  Zoology. 
Louis  Fasqiielle,  L.  L.  D.,  Professor  of  Modem  Languages. 
Silas  H.  Douglass,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chenustry  and  Geology, 
and  Supt.  UniTersity  Grounds  and  Buildings. 

The  Salaries  of  Professors  Sager»  Fasquelle  and  Douglass,  are 
limited  to  such  proportion  of  the  time  as  they  are  each  respective- 
ly employed* 

It  virili  be  perceived  by  the  reports  of  the  State  Treasurer  and 
Commissioner  of  the  State  Land  Office,  that  on  the  80th  day  of 
Nov.  last,  the  debt  of  the  University,  (originally  tlOO,000»)  has 
been  dimmished  t79,371  99,  which  leaves  the  sum  of  t20,628  00 
only,  now  remaining  of  that  debt. 

It  was  found  at  the  special  meeting  of  the  Boad  held  in  Jan.  last 
that  the  estimated  income  of  the  University,  after  payment  of  the 
regular  current  expenses,  would  leave  a  probable  surplus  of  five 
thousand  dollars,  which  could  be  applied  to  the  erection  of  an  ad- 
ditional building.  The  necessity  of  additional  accommodations  for 
Students,  and  for  a  Laboratory  and  Recitatiou  rooms,  had  been  se- 
riously felt  by  the  Board  for  the  last  two  or  three  years.  The  pros- 
perity and  success  of  the  institution  seemed  imperatively  to  require 
Ike  erecticm  of  another  building.  Uiged  by  these  considerations, 
the  Board  resolved  to  commence  the  construction  of  a  building  sim- 
ilar in  it9  dimensions  and  general  plan,  to  the  one  now  in  use,  and 
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the  8am  of  five  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  for  that  purpose. 
Haj.  JoQ.  Keanley  and  John  Oweq,  Esqr.,  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  carry  the  resolution  into  effect  Under  this  authori- 
ty the  building  committee  have  proceeded  with  its  erection.  The 
walls  are  now  up,  the  building  enclosed,  roofed  and  covered  with 
tin  and  otherwise  completed,  so  far  as  contemplated  to  be  done  this 
season^  at  a  cost  not  materially  varying  from  the  sums  appropria* 
ted.  The  additional  accommodations  which  will  be  afforded,  will 
add  moeh  to  the  convenience  and  usefulness  of  the  institution. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  August  last,  it  was  found  by  the  report 
of  the  building  committee,  that  a  further  sum  would  be  required 
to  cover  the  expenditures  which  could  be  usefully  made,  and  in 
procuring  materials  during  the  summer  and  fall  of  1847,  and  it  ap- 
pearing from  the  reports  of  the  financial  officers  that  the  funds  of 
the  University  would  justify  it,  an  additional  appropriation  of  two 
thousand  dollars  was  made  for  that  purpose. 

At  die  session  of  the  Board  in  Jan.  last,  a  Superintendent  of  re- 
pairs of  the  University  Buildings  was  appointed,  who  was  further 
required  to  exercise  a  general  superintendence  of  the  buildings 
and  grounds.  Much  benefit  has  already  been  experienced  by  the 
appointment  of  this  officer. 

The  number  of  students  in  the  university,  cannot  be  stated  with 
precision ;  no  report  of  the  members  who  have  entered  since  the 
last  commencement  baring  been  made.  It  is  understood,  howev- 
er, that  the  Freshmen  class  is  unusually  large.  The  institution  in 
the  opinion  of  this  Board,  is  fulfilling  its  duties  in  a  manner  cred- 
itable to  the  Faculty,  and  highly  useful  to  the  public.  The  Board 
look  forward  with  confidence  to  its  increasing  usefulness  and  fu- 
ture eminence. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

By  order  of  the  Board. 

J.  KEARSLEY,  Chn.  Ex.  Com. 
Detroit,  Dec  10th,  1847. 
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Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
The  Committee  of  Finance  would  respectfully  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  for  the  year  ending  July  3l8t,  1847. 
Amount  of  Warrants  unpaid,  July  31, 

1846,  $1,619  80 

Amount  of  Warrants  issued  during  the 

year,  7,075  50 

«8,595  30 

Amount  paid  by  the  Treasurer,  5t443  M 

Warrants  outstanding,  $3,152  88 

This  amount  should  be  reduced  $2,029  35,  it  having  been  paid 
by  the  State  Treasurer,  and  charged  in  his  statement,  herewith 
rendered,  on  account  of  Warrant  No.  541,  for  $3,000,  issued  to 
the  Building  Committee,  but  which  not  having  been  paid  in  full, 
does  not  appear  in  the  account  of  Treasurer  of  the  Board. 

The  present  resources  of  the  Board  are  as  follows : 
Balance  in  the  hands  of  D.  V.  Bell,  Esq.  T^eas'r,  $120  50 

"  "      State  Treasury,  5,529  55 

Am't  Interest  overp'd  by  State  Treaa'r,  540  00 

6,190  05 
Deduct  am't  due  on  outstanding  warrants,  1,123  04 

Balance,  $5,067  01 

To  this  balance  may  be  added  $400,  received  by  the  State  Trea- 
surer since  his  report  was  prepared.  The  item  of  $540,  charged 
by  the  State  Treasurer  on  the  28th  February  last,  was  an  error  ia 
payment  of  interest;  the  coupons  for  interest  for  this  amount  were 
taken  up  and  ai'e  held  by  the  State  Treasurer,  the  amount  will  be  put 
to  the  credit  of  the  University  Fund,  should  the  account  require  it. 
The  amount  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Board  at  this  time  would 
be  $6,007. 

The  total  receipts  to  the  credit  of  the  University  Fund,  for  the 
last  year  having  been  $15,945  19,  showing  a  gain  over  the  previous 
year  of  $1,989  65. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  OWEN,  Chairman. 
Dbtboit,  Aug.  2,  1847. 
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Statenunl  of  State  TreasHrer, 

Treasurer  of  iJie  State  of  Michigan,  in  account  with  TJnivernty  ii- 

terest  Fund, 
1846.  DR. 

Aug.  1.  To  balance  from  old  account,  $3,646  55 

"     ai.     "  Cash,  17  50 

Sept.  30.         do  189  64 

Oct.  1.  To  Sinking  Fund,  1,166  18 

"  31,     ••.Cash.  1,500  00 

Nov.  80.  "    do  66  67 
1847. 

Jan'y  1.     To  Sinking  Fund,  1,186  87 

March  31.     «*  Cash  1,301  29 

April  30.      «     do  891  t7 

May     1.      "do  6.607  67 

"      31.       "     do  •                      700  00 

July    1.      "  Sinking  Fund,  2,427  80 


1846.  •  CR. 

Aug.  31.  By  cash  paid  Treasurer  of 

University, 

Nov.  30.  "      "        "  " 

Dec.  31.  "      "        "  " 

1847. 

Feb.  28.  <<  Cash,  interest  on  loan, 

Mar.  31.  "     do    paid  Trea'r  of  Univ. 

May  31.  "     "        *• 

July  31.  •«     "        "        «« 


Balance, 


<19,591  69 

Sl,391  91 

103  54 

1,379  69 

540  00 

• 

831  21 

1,610  44 

100  00 

18,634  90 

tl9,591  69 
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1847. 

July  31.  To  balance  to  new  acc'c,  tld,d34  90 

"  **  "  Lees  for  money  de- 
posited in  Phcsnix 
R.  R.,  N.  Y.,topay 
int.  on  loan,  t6,076  00 

"  "  "  paid  drafts  of  Chair- 
man Building  Com- 
mittee,  2,029  35    8,105  35 


Actual  balance  in  State  Treaury,  July  81,  1847,  (5,529  55 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  books  of  this  office, 
showing  the  receipts  and  disbursements  by  the  State  Treasurer, 
from]|Aug.  1^  1846,  to  July  31,  1847,  as  above. 

GEO.  B.  COOPER, 

8t€Ue  Treasurer. 
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.    SuUemerU  of  Treasurer  of  XMivernty. 

UnivereUy  of  Mkhigan  in  account  tokh  D.  V,  Bell,    TVeaeurer, 

1846.  CR. 

Aug.  1.  By  balsnce  on 

hand  and    in    State 

Treasury,  as  per  last 

report,  $3,798  13 

Aug.  31.  By  cash  from 

State  Treasniy,  1,391  91 

Nov.  30.  By  cash  from 

State  Treasury,  103  54 

Dec.  31.  By  cash  from 

State  Treasury,  1,379  69 

March  31.  By  cash  from 

State  Treasury,  831  21 


1846. 

DI 

I. 

Aug.  7. 

To  paid  war*ntNo.  496, 

$26  13 

•« 

CI 

481, 

23  40 

M 

II 

483, 

34  98 

C< 

II 

484, 

233  33 

«l 

II 

485, 

233  33 

U 

M 

486, 

233  33 

<l 

11 

488, 

133  34 

l< 

II 

489, 

166  66 

« 

CI 

490, 

66  67 

« 

11 

491, 

20  00 

<« 

II 

AK, 

66  67 

<« 

II 

493, 

66  67 

«< 

II 

494, 

19  87 

it 

II 

495, 

5  50 

CI 

II 

497, 

66  66 

«c 

II 

498, 

22  00 

Not.  80. 

To  paid 

n 

487, 

06  66 

•• 

CI 

500, 

3  38 

It 

CI 

502, 

4  00 

i« 

II 

503, 

29  50 

Dec  31. 

To  paid 

CI 

501, 

6  86 

u 

CI 

504, 

266  66 

«« 

II 

506, 

51  04 

It 

cc 

507, 

51  94 

41 

u 

508, 

266  66 

11 

II 

509, 

266  67 

II 

II 

510, 

100  00 

11 

CI 

511. 

10  00 

II 

u 

513, 

266  66 

II 

II 

514, 

92  30 

1847. 

MaichSl 

• 

To  paid 

c« 

499, 

4  25 

•1 

CI 

1  oyer. 

505, 

24  12 

Carrier 

3.9*29  64 

Carried  orer, 


17,499  48 
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Univernty  of  Michigan  in  account  with  D,  V.  Bdl,  T)rea  surer. 


1847. 


DR. 


Te  amount  bro't  over,  #3,929  64  Amt  bro't  over. 


March  31. 

Topaid  war'nt  No.  512 
••  •«  615 
"    "      516 

517 
518 
519 
520 
521 
522 
^28 
524 
5-25 
526 
527 
529 
530 
531 


M 


<l 


<l 


« 


II 


If 


l« 


•  < 


If 


« 


4< 


«t 


U 


If 


« 


if 


ti 


<• 


(( 


H 


« 


« 


<( 


<4 


«< 


M 


<< 


t< 


May  31. 


528 
582 
533 
534 
535 
536 
537 
538 
539 
540 
542 
543 

July  31. 

544 
545 

Bal.  on  hand  and  in 
State  Treasury, 


«( 

t4 
f. 
I< 
<l 
l< 
<i 
«C 
« 
/I 


<« 
« 

•  « 
II 
If 
11 
11 
tl 
<( 
It 


41 


41 


II 


14 


1847. 


CR. 


4  00 

5  00 

24  75 

25  00 
50  00 
39  77 

5  00 

4  00 

17  00 

100  50 

100  50 

25  00 

100  00 

258  56 

7  76 

8  00 
28  00 


87,499  48 
1,610  44 
100  00 


May  31.  By  cash  from 
State  Treasury, 

July  31.  By  cash  from 
State  Treasury, 

By  cash  rec'dby  State 
Treasurer  during 
the  year,  after  de- 
ducting payment  of 
loan  interest,  pay- 
ments to  Treasurer 
of  University,  as 
per  his  statement 
herewith  rendered,   81,883  05 


5  61 
4  80 
166  67 
266  66 
266  66 
266  66 
266  66 
10  00 
25  00 
39  00 
189  72 
103  00 

75  00 
25  00 

5,650  05 


•11,092  97 
1847. 
July  31. 

By  balance  on  hand,       8120  50 
Do.  in  state  treasury,  5,529  65 

Total  to  credit  of  the 
Uniyersityi  85,650  05 


811,092  97 
Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  V.  BELL,  Trersurer  of  Vniverfiiy. 
Detroit,  July  Slst,  1847. 
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SiatemaU  of  the  Secretary  of  ike  Board  of  Regents^  of  ExpmHimretf 

4r.,  tince  the  ZVst  day  of  July^  1846. 

1846. 

Aug.  1.    Warrant  No.  496,  in  favor  of  E.  N.  Willcox, 

for  salary,  quarter  ending  July  2S,    1846, 

postage,  9cc,  $26  13 

"  "  Warrant  No.  497,  in  favor .  of  P.  O.  Marsh, 
for  salary  as  Principal  of  Branch  at  Tecum- 
seh,  term  ending  July  10, 1846,  66  66 

"      "      Warrant  498,  in  favor  of  S.  H.  Douglass,  for 

disbursements  on  acc't  of  chemical  apparatus,  22  00 

Sept  16.  Warrant  No.  499,  in  favor  of  E.  H.  Pilcher, 
Regent,  for  expenses  attending  meeting  of  the 
Board,  Aug.  1846,  4  25 

Oct  6.  Warrant  No.  500,  in  favor  of  Hon.  D.  Good- 
win, Regent,  for  expenses  attending  meeting 
of  Board  3  98 

**    30.      Warrant  No.  501,  in  favor  of  Jas.  A.  Arm- 
strong &  Co.  for  transp'n  chag's  on  tent,  &c.  6  86 
Nov.  4.     Warrant  No.  502,  in  favor  of  Major  Rearsley, 
for  traveling  expenses  as  Chairman  of  Ex. 
Committee,  4  00 

•*  11 .  Warrant  No.  503,  in  favor  of  E.  N.  WUlcox, 
for  salary,  quarter  ending  Oct  28, 1846,  and 
expenses  attending  meeting  of  Soard»  Aug. 
1846.  »  29  50 

'•  30.  Warrant  No.  504,  in  favor  of  Prof!  CJeo.  P. 
Williams,  for  salary,  term  ending  Dec.  23, 
1846.  866  66 

*«  *•  Warrant  No.  505,  in  favor  of  O.  D.  Hichard- 
son,  for  traveling  expenses  as  Regent,  April, 
1842,  April,  Aug.  and  Sept  1844,  24  12 

Dec.  3.  Warrant  506, in  &vor^ of  J.  Holmes  Agnew, 
for  stoves  furnished  under  resolution  of  the 
Board,  April  21, 1846,  51  94 
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Dee.   3.    Warrant  Noi  607,  in  fiiyor  of  D.D.Whedon, 

fer  same  as  last,  $51  94 

«      "     Warrant  No.  608,  in  Avor  of  Prof.  D.  D.  Whe- 

don,  for  salary,  term  ending  Dec.  23, 1846,  266  66 

«<      9.     Warrant  No.  609,  in  faror  of  A.  Ten  Brook, 

for  salary,  term  ending  Dec.  23, 1846,  266  66 

*«  "  Warrant  610,in  favor  of  Prof  J.  Holmes  Ag- 
new,  for  balance  of  salary,  term  ending  Dec. 
23, 1846,  100  00 

**  16.  Warrant  No.  511,  in  favor  of  R.  B.  Palmer, 
for  services  as  Ass't  Librarian,  term  ending 
Dec.  23,  4846,  10  00 

"  23.  Warrant  No.  515,  in  favor  of  Rev.  Chas.  C. 
Taylor,  expensesattending  meeting  of  Board, 
April,  1846,  4  00 

*'  24.  Warrant  No.  5 1 3,  in  favor  of  Dr.  S.  H.  Doug- 
lass, for  salary  as  Prof  term  ending  Dec.  23, 
1846,  266  66 

"    26.    Warrant  No.  614,  in  favor  of  same,  services 

during  vacation  of  1846,  92  30 

1847. 

Jan.    7.    Warrant  No.  616,  in  favor  of  Rev.  E.  H.  Pil- 

cher,  Regent,  expenses  attending  meeting,  of 

Board,  Jan.  7,  1847,  6  00 

<<  8.  Warrant  No.  616,  in  favor  of  Minot  T.  Lane, 
Regent,  expenses  attending  meeting  of  Board, 
April  and  Aug.  1846,  and  Jan.  7, 1847,  24  76 

««  •<  Warrant  No.  617,  in  favor  of  Hon.  E.  Mundy, 
Regent,  expenses  attending  meeting  of  Board, 
Jan.  April  and  S^t.  1846,  April,  1846,  and 
Jan.  1847,  26  00 

**  9.  Warrant  No.  618,  in  favor  of  John  J.  Adam, 
in  full  of  services  as  Treasurer  of  Board,  as 
per  resolution  of  Jan.  8,  1847,  50  00 

«      «      Warrant  No.  519,  in  favor  of  H.  W.Good- 

rich  &  Co.  in  full  of  acc't,  39  77 

«  "  Warrant  No  620,  in  favor  of  Rev.  C.  C.  Tay- 
lor,  Regent,  expenses  attending  meeting,  Jan. 
7, 1847,  6  00 
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Jan.  9.  Warrant  No.  521,  in  fiiYor  of  Hinot  T.  Lan«, 
Esq.  Regent,  expenses  attending  meeting, 
Jan«  1847,  in  addition  to  am't  heretofore  al* 
lo  wed  for  same,  $4  00 

Jan.  16.  Warrant  No.  522,  in  favor  of  A.  H.  Redfield, 
Regent,  expenses  attending  meetingof  Board, 
Aug.  1846,  17  00 

Fab.  5.  Warrant  No.  523,  in  faTorof  John  Palmer, 
Ag't  Etna  Insurance  Co.  insurance  on  Uni- 
Tensity,  100  50 

**  ^  Warrant  No.  524,  in  favor  of  Mason  Palmer, 
Ag't  Protection  Insurance  Co.  insurance  on 
University,  100  50 

"     11.     Warrant  No.  525,  in  favor  of  E.  N.  WiUcox, 

Sec'y,  salary,  quarter  ending  Jan.  28, 1847,  25  00 

«  23.  WarrantNo.526,infavorofProf.G.P.  Wil- 
liams, in  part  of  salary  fot  term  commencing 
Jan,  28, 1847,  100  00 

*•  25.  Warrant  No.  527,  in  favor  of  Dr.  S.  H.  Doug- 
lass,  Sup't  of  Univ'y  grounds  and  Buildings, 
for  bills  and  estimates,  258  56 

March  3.  Warrant  No.  528,  in  favor  of  Dr.  Z.  Pitcher, 
in  full  of  Talcott  &  Holmes  acc't  for  transpor- 
tation of  plants  to  Cambridge,  5  61 

"  2  4.  Warrant  No.  529,  in  favor  of  Clemens  Hath- 
away, in  full  of  acc't  of  Nov.  1846,  7  76 

**  28.  Warrant  No.  530,  in  favor  of  A.  S.  Williams, 
for  printing  notice  of  proposals  for  Building 
Com.  8  00 

"  30.  Warrant  No.  531,  in  favor  of  same,  for  print- 
ing Catalogues,  28  00 

"     30.    Warrant  No.  532,  in  favor  of  John  Allen,  for 

printing  proposals  for  Build.  Com.  4  80 

April  13.  Warrant  No.  533,  in  favor  of  Prof  G.  P.  Wil- 
liams, balance  salary,  term  ending  AprU  15, 
1847,  160  67 

«'     19.    Warrant  No.  534,  in  favor  of  Prof.  A.  Ten 

Brook,  salary,  term  ending  April  15, 1847,  266  66 
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April  19.  Warrant  No.  5t6,  in  &Tor  of  Prof.  J.  H.  Ag- 

new,  BiAary,  term  ending  April  15, 1847^  $866  66 

«      u      Warrant  No.  596,  iu  for  of  D.  D.  Wbedon, 

salary,  term  ending  April  15, 1847,  266  66 

«      «      Warrant  No.  537,  in  favor  of  S.  H.  Douglass,  - 

salary,  term  ending  April,  1847,  266  66 

May  4.  Warrant  No.  538,  in  favor  of  T.  R.  Palmer, 
services  as  Ass't  Librarian,  term  ending  April 
15,  1847,  10  00 

•*       6.    Warrant  No.  539,  in  favor  of  E.  N.  WiUcox, 

Sec*y,  salary,  quarter  ending  April  28, 1847,  25  00 

»       7.    Warrant  No.  540,  in  iavor  of  B.  Hodge, 

Buffalo,  for  Trees  for  Univ'y  grounds,  39  00 

*'  10.  Warrant  No.  541,  in  favor  of  Building  Com- 
mittee, for  building  authorized  by  resolution 
of  Board,  Jan.  1847,  3,000  00 

*'  14.  Warrant  No.  542;  in  fovor  of  Dr.  S.  H.  Doug- 
lass, for  money  advanced  by  him  on  settle- 
meut  with  Janitor,  (P.  Kelly)  189  72 

*'     15.    Warrant  No.  543,  in  fiivor  of  Hastings  tc 

Hubbard,  for  trees  and  labor  for  Univ'y,  108  00 

June  4.  Warrant  No.  544,  in  favor  of  Dr.  S.  H.  Doug- 
lass, for  expedition  to  Lake  Superior,  under 
a  resolution  of  the  Board,  75  00 

«'  5.  Warrant  No.  545,  in  favor  of  S.  S.  SchafT, 
for  preparing  catalogues  for  publication,  and 
arrangement  of  Libraiy,  25  00 

July  20.    Warrant  No.  546,  in  favor  of  G.  P.  Rood  & 

Co.  for  stationery  to  Board,  2  50 

$7,075  50 

Numbers  and  amounts  of  Warrants  outstanding  and  unpaid. 
Warrant  No.  395,  $83  22 

Do.        "     426,  66  67 

Do.        •'     646,  2  50 


$152  39 
Nora. — Warrant  No.  541  does  not  appear  iuistatement  of  Trea* 
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«arar,  but  reference  U  mftde  to  Sute  Tma»Qrer*s  Report  for  etr 

planadon.  E.  N.  "WILLCOX, 

8ec*y  B^ard  qf  Regenti, 
DcTBorr*  Aug.  1,  1847, 


Report  €f  thi  Board  cf  Vtsitors. 

Th  the  SmpervUendaU  ofPtMic  Inttmctum : 

Sibt— The  Board  of  Visitora  respectfully  report  that  they  aMem- 
bled  at  the  University  in  August  last,  for  the  purpose  of  being  pre- 
sent at  the  public  examination  of  the  classes,  preceding  the  com* 
menoement,  and  of  examining  into  the  state  of  the  University,  its 
wants,  its  progress  and  its  prospects.  The  site  of  the  University, 
being,  as  it  is,  a  fine,  high  table  of  land,  commanding  varied  and 
beautiful  landscape  views,  with  a  fertile,  dry  soil,  is  well  chosen. 
Unfortunately,  the  noble  forest  trees  whidi  formerly  tenanted  these 
grounds,  (the'  only  connection  between  the  present  and  the  past,  in 
this  new  world,)  had  all  been  destroyed  before  the  land  was  appro* 
priated  to  its  present  use,  and  their  stately  compeers,  a  little  way 
remote,  only  seem  to  admonish  us  of  how  much  we  have  lost  by 
their  untimely  fate.  That  which  first  most  strongly  arrests  one'ii 
attention  upon  approaching  the  University  grounds,  is  the  almost 
total  absence  of  shade  and  ornamental  trees.  This  is  not  surpri- 
nng  in  a  new  institution,  but  it  demands  immediate  attention- 
prompt  action.  The  soil  is  strong,  and  well  adapted  to  the  produc- 
tion and  growth  of  trees,  as  the  neighboring  forests  attest.  In  the 
same  forests,  and  in  convenient  proximity,  are  found  in  almost 
every  variety,' the  trees  indigenous  to  the  climate.  A  little  consid- 
erate attention  now  given  to  ornamenting  the  grounds  with  trees,  will 
in  a  few  years  yield  an  ample  harvest  of  security,  comfort  and  pro- 
teetioii.  A  considerable  number  of  trees  have  been  raoeatly  plan- 
ted, bat  we  were  sorry  to  observe  that  nearly  all  of  them  were 
comprised  in  two  or  three  varieties,  more  distinguished  for  their  ra- 
pid growth  and  precocious  developement,  than  for  symmetry  of  pro- 
portions, beauty  or  permanence,  and  whidi  will  in  regular  course 
reach  the  **sere  and  yellow  leaT*  of  their  existence,  sooner  than 
die  youth  who  assisted  to  plant  them.    A  portion,  at  least,  of  the 
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trees  planted,  should  be  of  the  most  durable,  stable  and  stately 
kinds.  How  mueh  of  interest,  comftrt  and  enjoyment,  trees  gro^mn 
Tenerable  with  the  Universities  they  surround  and  protect,  add  to 
college  grounds  and  college  life,  all  can  attest  who  are  cmTersant 
with  the  older  and  more  eligible  literary  institutions  of  the  coao* 
try.  Cambridge  and  Yale,  stript  of  their  fine  old  shade  trees,  would 
be  shorn  of  half  their  attractions.  The  pursuit  of  learning,  science 
and  literature,  much  of  which  is  laborious  and  exhausting,  should 
be  made  attractive  by  the  highest  garniture  of  nature  and  of  art. 
The  highway  of  thought,  and  intellectual  development  and  pro- 
gress, much  of  which  is  parched  and  rugged,  should,  so  far  as  may 
be,  be  refreshed  with  fountains  and  strown  with  flowers.  One  of 
the  appended  resolutions  of  the  board,  embodies  their  views  on 
this  not  unimportant  subject. 

The  Philosophical  and  Chemical  apparatus  are  evidently  quite 
inadequate  to  the  wants  of  those  departments.  Some  of  the  moat 
common  and  important  experiments  cannot  be  made  for  want  of 
suitable  apparatus.  This  deficit  should,  we  think,  receive  early  at- 
tention and  remedy.  However  important  buildings  may  seemt 
needful  apparatus  and  books  are  even  more  so.  The  brick  and 
morter,  of  which  are  reared  the  stately  walls,  can  be  of  little  avail, 
without  intelligent  minds  within,  and  the  proper  appliances  for 
communicating  that  intelligence  to  others. 

The  library,  very  considerable  and  creditable  in  extent,  is  valua- 
ble and  excellent — ^but  further  additions  are  needed  to  keep  paee 
with  the  rapid  progress  of  the  age. 

The  suits  of  specimens  in  mineralogy  and  geology  are  uncom- 
monly full  and  splendid,  and  the  other  departments  of  natural 
science  are  very  rich  in  preparations  and  specimens. 

The  board  have  the  satisfaction  of  saying  that  the  examination 
was  generally  well  sustained,  and  the  performances  on  the  day  of 
Commencement,  were  in  most  instances  of  a  high  order,  credita- 
ble alike  to  the  young  gentlemen  who  participated  in  them,  and  Ihe 
Professors  who  had  been  charged  with  their  education  and  instruc- 
Aim. 

The  Board  had  ofcourse  but  little  opportunity  to  know  or  judge 
of  the  discipline  or  details  of  the  government  of  the  University ; 
but  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  discreet,  prudent  and  salutary. 


I 
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In  eirery  iiifltitoti(»i  of  letrnitig,  there  mufll  l^  system,  or^er,  rale^ 
•abosdinafioii,  conpKatice  with  the  regubtioas,  vheeifal  acquies- 
cence in  what  is  enjoined.  Whilst  there  is  much  occasion  for 
watchful  solicitude,  considerate  kindness  and  charitable  forbear- 
ance on  the  paft  of  those  who  are  charged  widi  the  immediate  bA* 
ministration  of  the  affairs  of  a  College  or  University,  they  are  al- 
so sometimes  required  by  a  duty  which  their  responsible  position 
imposes,  a  duty  which  they  owe  to  the  public,  to  the  parents  who 
haTe  entrusted  to  them  the  education  of  their  sons,  and  to  the 
youth,  whose  future  hopes  and  prospects  greatly  depend  upon  their 
careful  training  at  this  period  of  life— to  adopt  strong  measures, 
and,  perhaps,  in  some  rare  instances,  almost  bordering  on  severity. 

Men  who  are  fit  to  be  placed  in  such  highly  responsible  stat- 
ions, themselves,  upon  the  ground,  will  act  wisely,  and  a  healthy 
poiblic  sentiment  will  sustain  them  in  their  action.  The  young 
gentlemen  gathered  into  an  institution  of  learning,  should  feel  that 
they  also  have  duties  and  responsibilities ;  their  own  senfre  of  pro- 
priety will  dictate  consideration  and  regard  for  the  hopes  and  ex- 
pectations of  their  parents  and  fri.ends,  and  gratitude  for  the  sacri- 
fices and  exertions  of  those  who  are  expending  their  hard  earned 
money  on  their  education,^!!  prompt  them  to  peaceful  and  quiet 
demeanor,  to  punctuality  and  promptness  in  their  lessons  and  reci- 
tations, to  defference  and  respect  for  their  teachers  and  to  a  gener- 
al and  cordial  co-operation  in  sustaining  a  wholesome  police  and 
good  order,  so  essential  to  the  well  being  of  every  community, 
whedier  social  civil  or  literary.  Anarchy  in  State  is  worse  than 
the  worst  government — anarchy  in  institutions  of  learning  is  more 
destructive,  more  fatal  to  progress,  thto  any^ther,  we  had  almost 
said,  than  all  other  evils  put  together.  These  remarks  might  seem 
uncalled  for,  but  can  scarcely  be  deemed  out  of  place  when  it  is 
remembered  that  every  institution  is  liable  to  such  trying  exigen- 
ces, that  almost  all  have  encountered  them  to  a  greater  er  less  ex- 
tent,  and  it  is  well  to  promote  a  healthful  public  sentiment  on  a 
subject  so  intimately  connected  with  the  welfare,  not  only  of  our 
University,  but  also  of  our  seminaries,  academies  and  common 
schools. 

The  Board  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  great  impoxtaaca  which 
ihey  attach  to  the  rank  which  our  University  shall  take  and  main- 
tain amongst  like  institutions  in  our  country.  That  its  rank  and 
position  should  be  high  amongst  the  highest,  all  will  admit  ;^to  that 
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propositioii  everj  man  wiU  assent.  Stato  pridcr,  our  personal  wishes* 
the  inteaeat  which  all  most  feel  in  the  training  and  deTelopemeot  o£ 
those  who  are  to  boeome  our  religious  teachersi  who  are  relied 
upon  to  heal  our  hodily  ailments,  who  are  to  make  and  administer 
our  laws,  who  are  soon  to  manage  our  public  affairs ;  all  combine 
with  oppressive  force  to  show  the  great  and  absorbing  importance 
of  this  matter.  Why,  then,  it  may  be  asked,  do  we  dwell  upon  it  1 
Because,  that  thojugh  theoretically  admitted  by  all,  it  is,  we  fear, 
practically  overlooked  by  many.  On  the  one  hand,  we  wish  to  call 
the  attention  of  all  who  are  immediately  connected  with  the  Uni- 
versity, to  the  fact  that  we  expect  much,  very  much,  from  tiien. 
The  institution  is  well  endowed ;  if  not  just  now,  certainly  prospec- 
tively, with  moderately  good  management  of  its  funds.  It  is  eli- 
gibly situated ;  it  has  started  in  its  eventful  career  under  &vorable 
auspices ;  its  position  is  in  a  fine  region  of  country,  in  a  temperate 
latitude,  in  a  healthful  climate.  What  Yale  b  to  the  States  east  <»£ 
the  mountains,  the  University  of  Michigan  should  be  to  the  West- 
em  States.  We  hope  for  much,  we  expect  much;  have  we  not  a 
right  to  expect  much?  Let  die  standard  be  fixed  at  once,  so  that 
the  proudest  institution  in  the  country  shall  not  be  ashamed  to  fra- 
ternize with  us  as  equals ;  so  that  our  sons  shall  have  no  occasion, 
through  aspirations  for  higher  attainments  or  higher  honors,  to 
leave  the  halls  of  our  own  University  for  those  of  any  other  what- 
ever. We  call  upon  the  Regents,  the  Faculty,  the  Professors,  to 
make  it  such  an  institution.  But  to  make  it  and  keep  it  «ueh,miieh 
care  and  attention  are  requisite.  The  Regents  most  be  vigilant  in 
looking  to  the  capacity,  the  attainments,  the  reputation,  the  char- 
acter, the  manners,  the  habits,  the  physical  vigor,  the  intellectual 
developement,  of  those  whom  they  shall  select  for  instructors. 

We  call  upon  the  Faculty  and  Professors  in  the  University,  and 
doubt  not  that  our  appeal  will  meet  a  cordial  response,  to  bear  in 
tmnd  the  important  position  they  have  taken,  the, duties  of  vital  in- 
terest which  they  have  assumed  to  discharge,  the  intimate  xeki- 
tions  they  bear  to  the  honor  or  dishonor,  the  weal  or  woe,  of  this 
Comnonwealth.  It  is  bat  reasonable  to  presume,  vrfaen  such  mo- 
mentous resulu  hinge  on  their  action,  that  they  will  cheerfutty  de- 
rote  their  whole  time,  their  best  energies,  Atir  undii^ded  attention, 
to  instructing,  enlarging,  developing,  giving  energy  to  the  minds 
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and  intellects  of  those  placed  in  their  charge.  We  expect  them 
to  make  our  University  a  distinguished  seat  of  science,  learning* 
literature,  refinement  and  taste — a  blessing  to  our  people,  a  proud 
aiOQument  to  themselves — an  honor  to  the  State  and  Nation, 

But  to  have  the  University  accomplish  all  its  high  destinies,  the 
State  also  has  solemn  duties  to  perform ;  it  must  faithfully  dis- 
charge the  solemn  trust  committed  to  it  by  the  General  Govern* 
ment ;  it  must  preserve  strict  good  faith  with  the  Univenity ;  it 
mast  husband  its  resources  and  revenues ;  it  must  in  no  case  allow 
political  considerations  to  make  merchandize  of  the  interests  of  the 
University,  and  of  the*people's  birthright,  the  privilege  of  a  free 
and  gratuitous  education  of  their  sons  i'its  halls.  For  that  pur* 
pose  the  people  of  the  nation  have  nobly  endowed  the  University ; 
fi>r  that  purpose,  and  that  only,  let  that  endowment  be  appropriated 
and  staod.  Let  the  hand  that  for  sinister  purposes  would  lay  hold 
of  that  or  any  other  fund  set  apart  to  the  education  of  our  youth, 
be  palsied  in  the  touch ;  let  the  tongue  of  him  who  would  thus 
betray  his  trust  and  his  country,  cleave  to  the  roof  of  his  mouth. 

The  Board  take  occasion  to  remark  upon  the  great  importance 
of  a  fall  and  thorough  preliminary  preparation  of  the  students  be- 
iore  being  entered  at  the  University,  and  that  the  standard  of  schol- 
arship required  of  those  who  enter  the  University,  shoald  be  6le« 
▼ated,  as  a  prominent  means  of  elevating  not  only  the  character  of 
the  University  itself,  but  also  that  of  inferior  schools  throughout 
the  State,  which  look  to  it  as  a  model,  and  grade  their  literary 
character  according  to  the  rank  of  this,  the  leading  institution  of 
the  State.  It  was  very  apparent  from  the  examination  of  the  lower 
classes,  that  the  young  gentlemen  composing  those  classes,  had 
entered  upon  their  common  career  at  the  University,  with  very  ^' 
unequal  degrees  of  preparation. 

"Some  evidently  had  been  but  ill  prepared  to  enter  upon  their 
college  course,  and  encounter  its  severe  and  rigid  routine  of  study, 
and  in  addition  to  the  discouragement  and  mortification  ever  atten* 
dant  upon  inferior  scholarship,  and  the  danger  of  overtasking 
themselves  to  make  up  their  deficiencies,  would  realize  in  but  an 
imperfect  degree,  the  benefits  and  advantages  of  a  thorough  edu- 
cation. This  subject  can  hardly  receive  too  much  attention.  It 
eaters  largely  into  the  essence  of  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  educa- 
ted men.  A  crude  and  imperfect  preliminary  education,  of  which 
the  student  is  himself  probably  ignorant  at  the  first*  is  often  the  oc- 
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easion  of  embittering  hb  hours  of  study,  breaking  his  spirits,  and 
in  long  after  years    is  fruitful  of  vain  regrets  that  his  happiness  and 
fortunes  for  life,  have  been  marred  through  the  ignorance  or  stupi- 
dity of  his  early  instructors.     The  evil  of  which  we  are  speaking 
is  wide-spread  in  the  Western  States.    It  is  a  matter  of  common 
remark  in  the  Eastern  Colleges,  in  refereuce  to  students  from  the 
west.     It  is  an  evil  which  cannot  be  too  promptly  remedied.    In 
vain  do  you  fill  your  Professors*  chairs  with  men  of  the  highest  em- 
inence, if  the  youth  who  resort  to  them  for  instruction,  must  be  fed 
with  milk  instead  of  meat.     In  vain  may  we  look  for  a  high  stand- 
ard of  attainment  in  thejraduating  classes,  if  the  standard  of  pre- 
paration for  entering  upon  the  college   course  is  a  low  one— in 
vain  shall  we  expect  to  see  the  Alumni  of  our  Universi^,  when 
they  meet  and  mingle  with  or  confront  those  of  other  Universities, 
stand  erect  with  arched  brow  and  bold  front,  conscious  of  the'plen- 
itude  of  their  intellectual   stature  and  developement — ^if  the  stu- 
dent is  to  spend  half  his  time  at  the  University,  in   learning  what 
he  should  have  known  when  he  entered  it.     Let  parents  and  guar- 
dians, if  they  wish  their  sons  and  wards  to  reap  the  full  benefit  of 
a  liberal  education,  see  well  to  it  that  they  are  properly  and  suffi* 
ciently  prepared  at  the  outset,  and  that  they  lose  as  little  time   as 
possible  by  absence  during  the  college  course.     It  is  said,  and  with- 
out doubt  truly,  that  many  portions  of  the  State   are  destitute  of 
proper  schools  and  seminaries  for  training  and  preparing  students 
for  the  University.     But  the  abpence  of  such  schools  and  semina- 
ries, however  prejudicial  and  deeply   felt  in  the   University,  has 
much  more  wide-spread  and  deplorable  results,  in  the  destitute  dis- 
tricts themselves ;  and  is  seen  in  the  very  imperfect  education  and 
lack  of  intelligence  in  the  more  favored,  and  almost  absence  of  ed- 
ucation amongst  the  less  favored,  in  such  communities.    There  also 
the  common  school,  (that  nursery  of  thought  and   intellect,  which 
we  should  all  assiduously  cherish^)  droops  and  languishes,  and   the 
munificient  provision  made  by  the  State,  for  the  education  of  the 
whole  rising  generation,  serves  Uttle  other  purpose   than  to  pay 
blockhead  teachers  for  entailing  their  own  ignorance  and  stupidity 
upon  th^ir  pupils.     What  an  evil — what  a  calamity — ^how   wide- 
spread^how  diffusive — ^how  frightful.    How  can  it  be  remedied — 
how  prevented  ?    If  our  common  schools  are  to  work  their  per- 
fect work  in  rearing  up  generation   after  generation  of  iotel- 
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ligenty  edacated  and  virtuoas  men  and  {women,  who  shall  be 
omamentB  to  society,  and  appreciate  and  perpetuate  the  blessings 
and  privileges  which  diey  enjoy,  the  teachers  in  those  schools  must 
be  themselves  intelligent  and  properly  educated.  The  teachers 
cannot  be  so  educated  without  the  aid  of  good  grammer  schjOola« 
academies,  seminaries,  or  branches  of  the  University,  to  fill  the 
wide  intervening  space  between  the  common  school  and  the  Uni- 
vorsity.  Schools  of  this  high  order  should  be  found  in  every  coun- 
ty— yea,  as  far  as  may  be,  in  every  town — that  they  may  be  acces* 
sible  to  the  whole  population,  male  and  female.  In  New  England, 
such  schools  and  seminaries  ar^  found  in  almost  every  town  and 
village.  Is  it  wonderful  that  a  population  reared  under  such  aus- 
pices should  be  intelligent,  eifective  and  prosperous) 

New  York  has  for  many  years  past,  emulated  New  England,  in 
its  liberal  and  varied  provisions  for  diffusing  education,  and  knowl* 
edge  anaong  the  masses  of  her  multitudinous  population.  She  has 
also  within  a  few  years  past,  established  a  State  Normal  School, 
which  has  excited  the  strongest  interest  and  countenance  through- 
out that  State.  Michigan  need  not  be  far  behind  her  elder  and 
more  advanced,  but  not  more  forward  sisters.  She  has  accessible 
and  quite  within  her  reach,  an  ample  fund  to  supply  the  wide  chasm 
in  her  educational  system,  now  found  to  exist  between  her  com- 
mon schools  and  the  University.  It  is  not  by  abstracting  from 
either  the  common  school  or  University  funds;  nether  of  these  are 
more  ample  than  are  needed  in  their  appropriate  and  respective 
spheres,  and  to  accomplish  the  objects  for* which  they  have  been  re* 
spectively  appropriated  and  designated  by  the  munificent  donor, 
the  Greneral  Government.  But  we  have  certain  Salt  Spring  landsi 
which  though  not  now  subject  to  sale,  no  doubt  Congress  would 
cheerfully  authorize  us  to  sell  and  appropriate  for  this  purpose. 
We  confidently  believe  that  in  no  other  way  could  those  lands  be 
so  wisely  or  usefully  appropriated;  and  iu  that  faith  we  have,  in  a 
subjoined  resolution,  recommended  that  the  legislature  take  imme- 
diate measures  to  appropriate  the  State  Salt  Spring  Lands  to  that 
olgect.  No  other  appropriation  of  those  lands  couhl  effect  jach 
widespread  and  continoiog  resaks^^sould  do  so  mnch  to  human* 
ixe  and  elevate  society  in  our  midst'— to  give  a  healthful  and  vigf* 
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oroua  tone  to  the  iDtellectual  developeroettt  of  the  masses  of  our 
immunity.    We  propose  thai  they  should  be  appropriated  to  the 
support  and  assistance  of  a  State  Normal  School,  Branches  of  the 
UniTenity,;  Academies,  High  Schools  and  other  Seminaries  of 
learning,  of  a  high  order,  throughout  the  State.     A  large  fund 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  is  so  distributed  and  appropriated  an* 
Dually,  and  with  the  best  results.     The  Normal  School  should   be 
a  model  institution,  for  the  training  and  preparation  of  teachers  for 
the  inferior  schools.     With  this  assistance  and  encouragement,  the 
Branches  of  the  University  which  have  languished  or  become  dor- 
mant, would  be  speedily  revived; .  High  Schools,  Academies,  and  - 
other  Seminaries  for  instruction  in  the  higher  branches  would 
spring  up,  and  give  a  new  impulse  to  education  and  mind,  through- 
out the  State.    There  would  be  no  lack  of  suitable  schools  and 
Seminaries  for  training  and  preparing  the  sons  of  our  soil  for  the 
University,  in  such  manner  that  they  may  there  pursue  the  liberal 
arts,  with  pleasure  to  themselves  and  credit  to  the  State ;   and  thus 
shall  a  race  of  men  spring  up  from  our  midst,  who,  whether  in  the 
pulpit  or  at  the  bar,  or  in  the  Professor's  cl^air,  or  in  the   halls  of 
Congress,  shall  sustain  the  honor  of  the  State,  and  proudly  mani- 
fest the  high  tone  and  character  of  our  institutions  of  learning. 
Such  demonstrations  can  never  fail  of  producing  conviction.     And 
it  is  thus  we  must  raise  up,  educate  and  qualify  our  youth  for  pub- 
lic life,  if  we  would  be  respected  by  others,  or  successfully   main- 
tain our  own  rights  and  dignity.     And  while  these  Branches  of  the 
University,  High  Schools  and  Seminaries,  would  spring  up   thick- 
ly throughout  the  State,  supplying  the   University   liberally  with 
students,  the  University  on  its  part,  would  furnish  its  supply  of  fin- 
ished scholars  for  preceptors  and  instructors  in  those  Branches. 
Seminaries  and  High  Schools,  who  in  their  time,  would  raise  up, . 
train  and  prepare  large  numbers  of  competent  and  highly  educated 
teachers  for  the  Common  Schools,  which  would  constantly  keep 
chat  first  and  most  important  department  of  popular  education,  in 
healthful  activity  and  vigor. 

Thus  the  reflex  iofloence  of  the  Common  Sehools  on  the  Univer* 
•ity,  and  die  University  on  the  Cemnon  Schools,  would  be  beaoti- 
UBy  ilhiatrated,  and  be  constaotl;  teen  and  Mt    No  one,  beeauM 
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hifl  son  was  not  at  the  Univereity,  would  feel  that  be  was  not  recei- 
raig  any  beoefc  from  it,  since  any  man  who  had  children  in  the 
Common  School,  would  be  receiving  an  annual  instalment  from  the 
UniTMrsity  fund. 

In  the  intermediate  schools  and  seminaries  also  our  youth  in 
large  numbers  whose  circumstances  would  not  permit  them  to  en- 
joy the  higher  instruction  of  the  University,  (Scot-free»  as  it  is  lo 
all  the  sons  of  Michigan,  who  wiU  come  and  partake  of  it,)  might 
olMain,  if  not  a  finished,  certainly  a  highly  valuable  and  practical 
education  in  almost  all  departments  of  instruction — and  these  priv- 
ileges would  be  extended  alike  to  male  and  female.  Education  of 
a  high  order  and  refinement  would  thus  be  diffused  through  our 
whole  population.  What  a  contrast  would  such  a  picture  present 
to  the  state  of  things  we  now  see  around  us.  Then  might  the 
Peninsular  State  boast  a  system  of  public  and  popular  education 
within  her  limits  more  perfect  in  itself,  more  munificently  endow- 
ed and  moro  liberally  administered  than  any  other  in  these  Uni- 
ted States. 

A  few  years  of  progress  and  development  under  such  a  system 
would  make  Michigan  one  of  the  noblest  States  of  the  Union. 

In  view  of  these  many  important  objects  and  results,  than  which 
none  can  be  brought  more  closely  home  to  the  interests  and  wel- 
fare of  every  family  in  the  state,  we  hope  the  recommendation  we 
have  made  may  find  a  prompt  and  cordial  response  in  the  Legis- 
lature about  to  assemble. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  D.  PIERCE. 

Chn,  of  the  Board  of  Mnion. 
J.  GOODWIN. 
C.  T.  HINMAN, 
GEO.  E.  HAND, 


The  Board  of  visitors  of  the  University  of  Michigan  met  at  the 
Library  of  the  University,  August  2,  1847. 
Present,  J.  D.  Pierce,  Justus  Goodwin,  C.  T.  Hinman,  Geo.  E. 

Hand. 
Rev.  J.  D.  Pierce  was  appointed  chairman,  and  Geo.  E.  Hand^ 

Secretary, 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Goodwin, 

Ruolved,  That  in  planting  the  UmTonity  groonds  with 
regard  should  be  had,  in  making  the  selection,  to  the  cleanfiiieas, 
durability,  symmetry  and  beauty  of  foliage  of  the  trees  to  be  planted. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Binman, 

Resolved,  That  the  attention  of  the  Regents  be  called  to  the 
pressing  need  of  further  apparatus  in  the  philosophical  and  chem* 
ical  departments,  and  also  to  the  propriety  of  supplying  the  Li- 
brary of  the  University  with  standard  works  of  later  dates  thao 
are  now  comprehended  in  the  Library. 
^   On  motion  of  J.  Groodwin,  Esq., 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  Salt  Spring  Lands  should 
be  appropriated  to  the  support  and  assistance  of  ^^State  Normal 
School,  branches  of  the  university  and  other  seminaries  of  lesrg^ 
ing,  and  that  thereby  the  intermediate  stages  of  popular  education 
between  primary  schools  and  the  university,  would  receive  coun- 
tenance and  support  much  needed,  and  greatly  for  the  public  wel- 
fare, and  that  we  recommend  that  the  Legislature  take  immediate 
measures  to  appropriate  the  Salt  Spring  Lands  to  the  purpose 

above  contemplated. 

GEO.  £.  HAND,  Secretary. 


The  Board  [of  Regents,  in  addition  to  their  regular  report  on  the 
first  three  pages  of  this  dooument,]  herewith  also  submit  a  code  of 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  University,  which  has 
been  furnished  by  the  Faculty  for  publication.  This  code  is  to  be  act> 
edupon  by  the  Board,  at, its. meeting  in  January  next,  and,  if  ap- 
proved, will  be  the  guide  to  the  Faculty  in  those  matters  to  which  it 
relates. 
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Code  of  Rulei  and  Regufationafor  the  government  of  the  Universiiy, 

Chapter  I. 

Of  the  Faculty  and  their  Duties. 

Ist.  This  department  oC  the  University  shall  be  styled  the  Col- 
lege of  Arts  and  Sciences  in  the  University  of  Michigan. 

2d.  The  Professors  now  or  hereafter  to  be  appointed,  shall  con- 
stitute the  Faculty  of  this  College,  who  shall  be  styled  '*The  Fa- 
culty of  the  Arts  and  Sciences.'' 

3d.  The  immediate  government  of  the  College  shall  be  vested 
in  the  Faculty*  and  it  shall  be  their  duty,  with  the  aid  of  such  tutors 
as  the  Regents  may  from  time  to  time  appoint,  to  direct  and  in- 
struct the  students  in  the  several  branches  of  learning  taught  in  this 
College,  to  encourage  them  in  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  and 
the  practice  of  virtue,  to  counsel  and  warn  the  offending,  and  f&itfa« 
fully  and  impartially  to  administer  the  laws  established  by  the  Re- 
gents. 

4th.  One  of  the  Professors  who  may  be  in  continuous  discharge 
of  his  duties  during  the  year,  appointed  annually  by  the  Faculty, 
as  President  of  the  Faculty,  shall  preside  at  commencements,  ju- 
nior exhibitions,  and  stated  meetings  of  the  Faculty,  and  be  em- 
powered to  call  special  meetings,  whenever  in  his  judgment  neces- 
sary, upon  the  application  of  any  two  Professors. 

5lh*  At  all  meetings  of  the  Faculty,  a  majority  of  the  members 
toft  the  time  being,  engaged  in  the  duties  of  their  respective  pro- 
fessorships, shall  constitute  a  quorum.  In  the  absence  of  the  Presi- 
dent, a  Presieent  pro  tem.  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Faculty,  who 
shall  discharge  the  duties  of  the  President.  The  presiding  officer 
shall  be  always  entitled  to  vote.  ^ 

6th.  The  Faculty  shall  annually  appoint  one  of  their  number 
Secretary,  who  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  their  proceedings,  and 
submit  the  same  to  the  Regents,  at  the  annual  meeting  for  inspe<?- 
tion.  > 

7th.  The  President  of  the  Faculty  shall  keep  a  book,  in  which 
ahall  be  registered  the  time  of  entranee,  name  and  age  of  each 
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student,  with  the  name  and  residence  of  bis  parent  or  gaardiao, 
if  a  minor,  and  the  time  and  circumstances  of  his  leaving  the  Uni- 
versity, which  book  shall  also  be  submitted  to  the  Regents,  at  their 
annual  meeting. 

8th  The  Faculty  shall  present,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Regents,  a  report  on  such  matters  touching  the  interest  of  the  Uni- 
versity, as,  in  their  view,  call  for  the  action  of  the  Board.    ' 

Chapter  II. 
Of  Admimon  into  College. 

1st.  Every  candidate  for  admission,  shall  present  satisfactory  evi- 
dence of  good  moral  character,  and  when  coming  from  another 
institution,  a  certificate  of  honorable  dismission. 

2d.  No  candidate  shall  be  admitted  to  the  Freshman  class  under 
^  fourteen  years  of  age,  nor  to  any  advanced  class,  without  a  cor- 
responding advancement  in  age. 

3d.  The  regular  times  for  examination  of  candidates  for  ad- 
mission,  shall  be  the  day  aAer  commencement,  and  the  day  pre* 
ceding  the  first  day  of  the  fall  term. 

4th.  Every  candidate  for  admission  to  the  Freshman  class,  shall 
pass  an  examination  satisfactory  to  the  Faculty,  in  the  preparatory 
studies,  as  prescribed  by  the  Regents,  and  published  in  the  cata- 
logue for  the  previous  year;  if  for  an  advanced  standing,  he  shall 
be  examined,  not  only  in  the  preparatory  course,  but  also  in  all  th6 
previous  studies  of  the  class  which  he  proposes  to  enter.  He  shall 
be  admitted  only  by  a  formal  vote  of  the  Faculty,  and  be  furnished 
with  a  copy  of  the  laws. 

5th.  No  student  shall  be  admitted  to  recitation  until  he  shall 
have  subscribed  the  following  engagement,  in  a  book  kept  for  thai 
purpose,  to  be  called  the  '*  Register  Book."  I,  A.  B.,  solemnly 
promise,  on  my  truth  and  honor,  to  observe  and  obey  all  the  laws 
and  regulations  of  this  college. 

6th.  Each  student  shall  write  in  a  book,  to  be  called  the  "  Ma- 
triculation Book,"  his  own  name,  in  a  fair  and  legible  hand,  and 
the  name  and  place  of  abode  of  his  parent  or  legal  guardian,  or 
person  by  whom  he  is  sent  to  college :  and  no  young  man  shall  be 
considered  as  fully  a  member  of  the  college,  or  finally  admitted, 
until  he  be  matriculated,  notwithstanding  his  agreement  as  proTi- 
ded  for  in  the  preceding  section.  This  matriculadon  shall  take 
-place  twelve  weeks  after  he  has  been  admitted  by  the  Faculqf, 
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which  time  be  shall  be  in  a  state  of  probatioo;  and  if  hii 
befaaTior  be  rode,  disorderly  or  immoral,  he  shall,  at  the  expiration 
of  the  term  of  probation,  or  sooner,  if  circumstances  require,  be 
sent  home  by  the  facdty  aa  not  admitted. 

Chapteb  III. 
Of  the,  System  of  Instruction,  ExaminatioTu  and  Vacations, 

1st.  The  instruction  in  all  the  depaitments,  shall  be  by  recita- 
tions and  lectures,  accompanied  by  experiments  when  necessary. 

2d.  All  text  books  used  in  any  depaitment,  shall  be  selected  by 
the  Faculty,  subject  to  th6  revision  of  the  Board  of  Regents. 

dd.  The  arrangements  of  the  studies,  and  the  appointment  of  all 
exercises  connected  therewith,  shall  be  under  the  direction  of  the 
Faculty. 

4th.  There  shall  be  a  public  examination  of  all  the  classes  at 
the  close  of  each  term,  on  the  studies  by  them  respectively  pur- 
sued during  the  teim,  and  each  higher  class  shall  be  examined  vrith 
the  one  next  lower,  on  all  the  studies  pursued  by  the  latter  during 
the  term,  and  note  shall  be  taken  by  the  several  members  of  the 
Faculty,  and  such  members  of  the  Board  of  Regents  as  may  be 
present,  of  the  standing  of  each  student,  as  evinced  by  his  several 
examinations.  At  the  close  of  the  examination,  the  Faculty  shall 
meet  and  determine  by  formal  vote,  what  students  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  pass  on  to  studies  of  the  next  term,  and  no  one  shall  so 
pass  until  he  has  received  from  the  Faculty,  a  ticket  certifying  his 
standing  and  authorizing  him  to  proceed  with  his  class  accordingly. 

5th.  The  examination  upon  each  subject  of  study,  shall  be  con- 
ducted by  the  Professor  or  Tutor,  under  whose  direction  the  study 
was  pursued. 

6th.  Every  student  absent  from  recitation,  shall  be  subjected  to 
an  examination  on  the  recitation  omitted,  either  by  the  Professor 
or  the  Faculty. 

7th.  Vacations  shall  be  as  follows,  viz :  From  commencement, 
the  third  Wednesday  in  July,  eight  weeks;  from  Wednesday  next 
preceding  the  25ih  of  December,  two  weeks;  from  the  third  Wed- 
nesday of  April,  three  weeks. 

•  Chaptbr  IV, 

Of  Hours  of  Study,  Religious  Exercises,  General  Deportment,  Sfc. 
1st.  Order  and  quiet  shall  be  observed  by  the  students  at  all  hoars. 
2d.    During  those  parts  of  the  day  called  hours  of  study,  and 
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designated  in  the  next  section,  no  stadent  shall  absent  himself  ft^m 
his  room  without  permission. 

3d.  The  hours  of  study  shall  be  as  follows:  During  the  fiivt 
half  of  the  first  term,  and  the  last  half  of  the  second  term,  from 
morning  prayers  until  7  o'clock  A.  M.«  from  9  o'clock  A.  M.  to  12 
M.,  from  2  o'clock  P.  M.  to  6  o'clock  P.  M.,  and  from  7  o'clock 
P.  M.  to  9  o'clock  P.  M.;  during  the  last  half  of  the  first  term,  and 
the  first  half  of  the  second  term,  from  morning  prayers  until  TJ 
o'clock  A.  M.,  from  9  o'clock  A.  M.  to  12  M.,  and  from  1 J  P.  M. 
to  4J  P.  M.,  and  from  7  to  9  P.  M.;  during  the  third  term  from 
morning  prayers  until  6  J  o'clock  A.  M.,  from  8^  to  13  M.,  and  from 
t2  to  5  P.  M.,  and  8  to  9  P.  M.  Afber  9  o'clock  P.  M.,  no  student 
shall  be  allowed  to  leave  the  college  ground. 

4th.  The  law  in  relation  to  study  hours,  shall  only  apply  to  those 
days  on  which  there  are  regular  college  exercises. 

5th.  There  shall  be  morning  prayers  on  every  day  of  term  time, 
and  evening  prayers  on  every  day  on  which  there  are  throughout 
the  regular  exercise  of  recitation  or  examinations,  and  all  the  stu- 
dents are  required  to  be  present  at  these  religious  exercises. 

6th.  The  bell  shall  be  rung  for  morning  prayers  as  follows  :  du- 
ring the  first  half  of  the  first,  and  last  half  of  ,the  second  term,  6}  . 
and  6  o'clock,  during  the  last  half  of  the  first,  and  the  first  half  of 
the  second  term  at  6  and  6^  o'clock,  and  during  the  third  term,  at 
5  and  5J  o'clock.  The  first  bell  will  be  the  signal  for  rising,  and 
shall  ring  three  minutes;  the  second  bell  the  signal  for  the  students 
to  assemble  at  prayers,  and  shall  ring  five  minutes;  at  the  close  of 
which  time  each  student  shall  be  at  his  proper  seat  in  the  chapel. 

7th.  On  all  mornings  when  there  are  to  be  no  recitations  afker 
prayers,  the  bell  for  morning  prayers  shall  be  one  half  hour  later. 

8th.  The  bell  for  evening  prayers  shall  ring  one  minute,  and  af- 
ter an  interval  of  two  minutes  shall  ring  two  minutes  more,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  each  student  shall  be  at  his  seat  in  the  chapel. 

9th.  The  hoar  for  evening  prayers  shall  be  5  o'clock,  except 
from  the  middle  of  the  first  to  the  middle  of  the  second  term,  du- 
ring which  time  it  shall  be  half  past  four. 

10th.  Each  student  shall  attend  public  worship  twice  on  the 
Sabbath,  at  such  one  of  the  churches  in  the  village  of  Ann  Arbor, 
fts  he  himself  may  select,  or  if  a  minor,  as  bis  parent  or  guardian 
may  direct,  and  no  one  shall  change  his  place  of  attendance  du- 
ring the  term. 

11th.  There  shall  be  a  monitor  appointed  for  each  of  the  four 


Joint  Doc.  No.  5.  87 

cliwai,  whose  duty  it  sbsH  be  to  note  the  deUnqaeocet  of  hU  daat 
in  relation  to  attendance  at  prayera,  and  report  the  same  weekly 
to  the  officer  who  hears  the  recitation  of  the  class  at  11  o'clock 
A.  M.  on  Monday,  also  one  for  those  attending  at  each  of  the  chnrch- 
ea^  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  report  weekly  to  the  President  of  the 
Faculty  the  delinqnencies  in  attendance  at  church. 

12tfa.  Leave  of  absence  from  college  pcayerSi  church  or  recita* 
tions»  must  be  obtained  beforehand,  otherwise  such  absence  shall 
only  be  excused  by  a  Tote  of  the  Faculty. 

ISth*  No  student,  being  a  minor,  shall  be  excused  for  absence 
at  the  commencement  of  .the  term,  without  a  satisfactory  reason 
rendered  in  writing  by  his  parent  or  guardian. 

14th.  No  student  shall  be  excused  to  return  home  unless  at  the 
written  request  of  his  parent  or  guardian. 

15tfa.  At  the  close  of  the  first  and  second  terms,  the  lessons  of 
each  class  shall  be  ^ven  by  the  proper  officer  for  recitation  upon 
the  first  day  of  the  term  ensuuig,  each  term  shall  commence  with 
prayers  at  the  established  hour  in  the  morning  and  be  followed  by 
the  recitations  previously  assigned. 

16th.  Every  student  upon  his  arrival  on  the  premises  is  required 
to  attend  the  first  and  every  following  recitation  of  his  class,  or  re- 
port himself  to  his  professor  and  obtain  leave  of  absence  from  said 
recitations. 

17th.  Whenever  the  unexcused  absences  or  failures  in  the  per- 
formance of  any  regular  college  duties  shall  have  amounted  in  one 
term  to  five,  (the  being  twice  tardy  being  equal  to  one  absence,) 
his  parent  or  guardian  shall  be  informed  of  the  fact,  and  when  his 
afakences  shall  have  amounted  to  ten  he  shall  be  dismissed. 

18th.  As  penalties  for  the  violation  of  law,  students  may  be  rep« 
rimanded,  conditional,  suspended  for  any  definite  time  or  removed 
fiom  the  privileges  of  the  University,  (except  in  cases  otherwise 
provided  for  by  law,)  at  the  discretion  of  the  Faculty,  who  will  in 
all  cases  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  facts,  and  be  governed  in  their 
action,  by  the  number  and  character  of  the  riolatioos,  the  intention 
with  which  they  were  committed  and  the  general  character  of  the 
student,  and  in  case  of  minors,  the  parents  shall  be  informed  of  all 
disciplinary  action. 

19tb.  Students'  rooms  shall  be  at  all  times  accesrible  to  the  offi* 
cers  of  the  University. 
20th.  No  Student  shall  be  or  become  a  member  o£  any  society 
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eonnected  with  die  Ubivei^ty,  or  coosktiiig  of  ttudsnU  theraof^ 
which  hM  not  first  tubmitled  its  constitution  to  the  Faculty  asd  re- 
ceiTod  approbadoQ. 

tllBt.  The  cottduct  of  stadenta  towards  all  men,  and  eapeeialiy 
towards  their  instroctors  and  members  of  the  Board  of  RegeDts, 
sha]ll>e  regulated  bj  those  plain  rules  of  honort  politeness  and  re- 
ligion which  are  binding  in  every  free  and  virtuous  community.-— 
They  shail  always  demean  themselves  with  respect  towards .  the 
officers  as  their  instructors  and  counsellors,  and^as  upright  and  good 
eitisens,  shall  use  all  lawful  exertions  to  prevent  and  expose  vibla- 
tions  of  the  laws  of  Ood  and  the  country,  and  whatever  is  at  ve* 
nance  with  the  objects  of  the  University. 

Chapter  V. 
€f  the  Library. 
Ist.  The  Library  belonging  to  the  College,  shall  be  under  tb^ 
charge  of  a  Librarian,  to  be  appointed  annually  by  the  Board  of 
Regents. 

2d.  The  Library  shall  be  open  to  the  Faculty  and  students  under 
such  regulations  as  may  be  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Regents,  and 
also  by  special  permission  from  the  Librarian,  to  any  person  who 
may  use  it  for  consultation. 

3d.  The  Librarian  or  his  Assistant,  shall  keep  the  keys  of  the 
Library,  and  shall  permit  none  but  the  Regents  of  the  Universityy 
and  members  of  the  Faculty,  to  enter  the  library,  except  in  his 
company. 

4th.  The  Librarian  shall  keep  a  catalogue  of  the  books  of  the 
library,  and  an  account  of  all  books  borrowed  therefrom,  including 
the  names  of  the  borrower,  and  the  time  of  delivery  of  the   book. 

5th.  The  library  shall  be  open  once  a  week,  for  the  delivery  of 
books,  on  such  day  and  hour  as  the  Librarian  may  appoint,  when 
all  the  students  of  the  University  may  enjoy  its  privileges,  under 
the  restrictions  which  follow. 

9th.  No  book  shall  be  loaned  to  students^  except  such  as  may  have 
been  distinctly  specified  by  the  Faculty,  as  suitable  for  such  pur- 
pose ;  nor  shall  a  book  or  books  be  loaneil  to  any  other  than  a 
Professor  or  student. 

7th.  No  student  shall  receive  more  than  two  volumes  at  atime« 
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nor  mUun  a  yolume  longer  thaa  two  weeks  without  renewal ;  nor 
lendy  nor  carry  it  oat  of  his  room  except  to  return  it  to  the  li« 
brary.  A  volume  may  be  renewed  only  onoe,  exeept  by  jspecial 
penniseioQ  of  a  Professor. 

8tb.  A  student  not  returning  a  volaaae  in  his  possession  within 
two  weeks,  shall  incur  a  penalty  of  twenty-five  xents,  and  an  addi- 
tional penalty  of  fifty  cents,  for  every  additional  week  of  delinqnen- 
cy;  v^ich  penalty  shall  be  paid  to  the  Librarian,  before  such  stu* 
dent  shall  have  any  farther  use  of  the  library. 

9th.  .Borrowers  of  books  from  the  library  are  forbidden  to  write 
or  mark  in  them  or  turn  down  a  leaf. 

10th.  All  damages  done  to  books  shall  be  estimated  by  the  Li- 
biarian,  and  shall  be  promptly  paid.  If  a  volume  shall  be  lost  or 
destroyed,  die  borrower  shall  pay  for  the  whole  set  or  replace  it. 

11th.  Such  books  as  by  reason  of  their  great  rakie  or  scarcity, 
eonld  not  be  easily  replaced,  shall  not  be  loaned,  but  shall  be  kept 
fin*  consultation  in  the  library. 

12th.  Atiy  violation  of  the  rules  will  beptinishedby  fine  or  ex- 
dnsion  from  the  use  of  the  library. 

Chapter  YI.  / 

Of  IniUalian  Fees  and  Room  RetUs, 

1st.  Every  student  on  entering  College,  ^all  be  required  to  pay 
the  sum  of  ten  dollars,  as  an  initiation  fee,  which  money,  agreeably 
to  the  organic  Uws»  is  to  be  appropriated  to  the  increase  of  the  li- 
brary, after  repairs  are  made  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  of 
the  Board,  adopted  August  ^2th,  1844. 

2d.  Every  study  with  its  chambers,  shall  be  assessed  the  sum  of 
five  dollars  per  term,  to  be  equally  divided  among  the  students  oc- 
cupying the  same,  and  not  more  than  two  students  shall  be  admit- 
ted to  occupy  any  study  and  chambers,  until  all  shall  be  thus  occu- 
pied. 

3d.  The  Faculty  shall  deliver,  before  the  expiration  of  a  week 
fi:om  the  commencement  of  each  term,  to  the  Superintendent  of 
groirads,  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  students,  both  old  and  new,  en- 
tering at  the  commencement  of  each  term,  and  subsequently  as  th^ 
may  arrive  widiin  a  week  thereafter,  with  the  particular  number  of 
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the  rooms  they  may  Beverally  occupy,  which  Iktthey  may  raqaii 
to  he  prepared  and  presented  by  the  Librarian  or  his  Assistant. 

4th.  Every  student  shall,  within  one  week  after  the  commence* 
ment  of  each  term,  exhibit  to  the  President  of  the  Faculty,  the 
receipt  of  the  Superintendent  for  all  charges  made  against  him  far 
inidation  fees,  room  rent  or  damages,  as  the  case  may  be,  or  in 
event  of  failing  to  do  so,  he  shall  be  excluded  from  die  recitation* 
of  his  class  till  it  is  done. 

Chapter  VII. 
Of  Damages,     Mode  of  Assessing  and  Collecting  the  same, 

laU  When  any  damage  shall  be  done,  except  inevitable  visita- 
tion of  ProvidencOi  to  the  door,  locks,  windows  or  other  part  of 
any  chamber  or  study,  in  the  college,  the  person  or  persons   to 
whom  such  chamber  or  study  b  assigned,  and  belongs,  shall  ma]^e 
good  the  same,  except  as  provided  otherwise  in  the  next  section. 

2d.  Where  damage  is  done  to  any  chamber  or  study  in  vacatioUp 
or  in  the  night*  during  term  time,  by  a  person  unknown,  it  shall  be 
charged  to  the  whole  body  of  students,  provided  the  occupants 
immediately  report  to  some  member  of  the  Faculty,  or  the  Tutor 
of  the  building  in  which  the  room  is  situated,  and  satisfy  him  that 
it  was  done  without  their  fault,  and  they  are  ignorant  of  the  per- 
son or  persons  by  whom  it  was  done. 

dd.  The  resident  members  of  the  collegiate  building,  shall  be 
responsible  for  the  damages  done  in  the  entry,  on  which  they  re- 
side, except  in  cases  where  such  damage  can  be  charged  to  indi- 
viduals. 

4th.  Damsge  done  to  any  other  part  of  the  college  edifice,  or  its 
appurtenances  at  any  time,  shall  be  assessed  on  all  the  under  grad  - 
uate  students,  and  be  charged  in  their  term  bills  for  rent,  except 
such  damage  be  in  a  recitation  room,  in  which  case,  it  shall  be 
charged  to  the  class  or  classes  who  assemble  in  that  room;  provided, 
always,  if  the  person  or  persons  who  were  principals  or  accesso- 
ries in  doing  any  such  damages,  shall  be  discovered,  he  or  they 
shall  make  full  satisfaction  for  the  same. 

5th.  If  any  student  or  students  shall  have  done  any  damages  in- 
tentionally, they  shall  be  liable  each  to  a  fine  of  three  dollars   and 
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fifty  oeDtoy  and  to  any  other  college  paDisbment  which  the  Faculty 
may  jo<lge  the  circumstances  of  the  case  shall  require. 

6tb.  The  President  of  the  Faculty  shall  cause  all  damages  of 
broken  glass,  injury  done  to  stOTe-pipes,  and  otherwise,  at  the  end 
of  every  term,  to  be  estimated  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  baild-> 
ings,  and  direct  him  to  assess  the  same  upon  the  students,  as  pro- 
Tided  for  by  the  above  regulations,  and  charge  them  in  their  rent 
bills. 

7th.  Every  student,  within  one  week  after  the  commencement  of 
each  term,  shall  be  required  to  present  to  the  Faculty,  the  receipt 
of  the  Superintendent  for  rents,  damages  and  initiation  fees,  as 
may  severally  be  charged,  who  shall  make  record  of  the  same,  and 
where  this  is  not  done  by  any  student,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Facuhy  to  prohibit  him  from  attending  any  recitations  or  lectures 
with  his  class,  until  it  is  produced.  And  the  name  of  no  student 
shall  be  forwarded  by  the  Faculty,  to  the  Board  of  Regents,  as  a 
candidate  ibr  the  first  degree,  until  the  certificate  of  the  Superin- 
tendent has  been  exhibited  to  the  Faculty,  that  he  has  paid  all  his 
dues. 

Chapter  VIII. 

Of  Superintendent  of  Buildings  and  his  Duties,  and  Provisions  Jbr 
the  Protection  of  the  Property  of  the  University, 

1st.  The  Superintendent  shall  be  appointed  annually  by  the 
Board  ot  Regents  from  among  the  members  of  the  Faculty. 

2d.  The  duties  of  the  Superintendent  shall  be  to  collect  the  ini- 
tiatioD  fees,  room  rents,  damages  and  other  dues  from  tha  students, 
exercise  a  general  oversight  of  the  buildings  and  premises,  attend 
to  the  improvements  of  the  ground,  and  planting  out  of  trees,  esti- 
mate repairs,  keep  a  general  account  of  receipts  and  disbursements^ 
and  make  an  annual  report  of  moneys  passed  through  and  remain- 
ing ia  his  hands,  and  of  the  condition  of  all  the  college  property* 

3d.  Besides  the  ordinary  damages  to  be  assessed  as  provided  for 
by  the  above  regulations,  the  superintendent  shall,  Immediately  be- 
fore annual  meeting,  associating  with  him,  if  he  deems  necessary^ 
one  or  more  suitable  persons,  inspect  all  the  buildings,  dormitories^ 
Professors'  houses,  &c.,  and  report  to  the  Board  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing, what  repairs  may  be  rendered  necessary  for  the  preservation 
of  the  buildings  and  appurtenances,  and  what  damages  tnay  have 
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accrued  during  the  year,   as  well  those  assessed  on  studeMs   as 
those  arising  from  unavoidable  causes. 

4th.  When  sudden  damage  accrues  to  an  j  college  edifice,  the 
President  of  the  Faculty  shall  gire  notice  to  the  Superintendent 
and  require  him  to  inspect,  estimate,  repair  and  pay  the  same  by 
individual  or  general  assessment  as  heretofore  provided  for.  The 
Superintendent  shall  ex-officio  inspect  and  set  down  in  writing  the 
state  of  every  chamber  and  study  at  the  beginning  of  every  vaca- 
tion, and  likewise  of  the  buildings  and  appurtenances  of  the  col- 
lege and  report  the  general  condition  of  the  property  within  a 
month  after  the  commencement  to  the  ex.  committee  of  the 
,  Board  of  Regents,  together  with  the  amount  and  particulars  of 
general  and  special  damages  assessed  upon  and  paid  by  the  stu- 
dents severally. 

.5th.  The  moneys  paid  by  the  students  for  rent  and  damages 
shall  constitute  a  fund  in  the  hands  of  the  Superintendent  to  meet 
the  current  contingencies  of  Janitor's  wages  and  repairs. 

6tb.  Where  damages  are  done  during  the  necessary  absence  or 
sickness  of  the  superintendent  requiring  immediate  reparation,  the 
President  of  the  Faculty  shall  order  them  to  be  repaired,  and  the 
actual  expenses  shall  be  the  rule  to  estimate  and  assess  the  dam- 
ages. 

7th.  No  repairs,  additions  or  alterations  shall  be  made  in  any 
chamber  of  the  college  or  appurtenances  of  any  chamber  by  any 
student  or  students,  but  at  his  or  their  expense  under  the  direction 
of  the  Superintendent,  on  penalty  of  a  fine  not  exceeding  three 
dollars  and  fifly  cents  for  each  offence. 

8th.  The  chambers,  studies,  recitation  rooms  and  entries  ^hall 
be  washed  and  cleaned  during  every  vacation  under  the  direction  of 
the  Superintendent,  the  expenses  of  which  shall  be  assessed 
equally  on  the  students  residing  in  and  out  of  the  building;  that  is, 
the  expenses  of  cleaning  the  chambers  and  studies  on  the  several 
occupants,  and  of  the  entries  and  recitadon  rooms  on  all  the  stu- 
dents. When  white -washing  of  any  of  the  apaitroents  shall  be 
judged  necessary  by  the  Superintendent  it  shall  be  done  under  hie 
direction,  and  the  expenses  of  it  paid  as  above. 

9th.  No  student  shall  be  allowed  to  sweep  the  dirt  from  hia 
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room  into  th^  hall  after  nine  o'clock  A,  M.,  under  a  penalty  of 
twenty-five  cents  for  each  violation,  to  be  assessed  upon  the  room. 
10th.  All  students  shall  be  recjuired  to  vacate  the  building  the 
day  following  the  last  day  of  each  term,  and  all  ingress  and  egress 
during  vacations,  except  virith  some  officer  or  by  a  written  permta- 
sion  of  a  Professor,  is  prohibited. 

11th.  Each  student,  on  the  payment  of  his  room  rent  for  the 
term,  shall  be  furnished  with  a  key  to  his  room ;  which  key  shall  be 
returned  to  the  Janitor  at  the  close  of  the  term ;  for  neglect  of 
which  he  shall  be  fined  seventy-five  cents. 

12tb.  The  Superintendent  shall  inspect  the  stoves  and  pipes,  and 
flues,  every  two  months,  during  the  season  for  fires,  and  cause 
them  to  be  cleaned  or  preserved  from  the  danger  of  fire  to  the  build- 
ing ;  which  expenses  shall  enter  into  his  estimate  of  damages. 

13th.  The  students  shall  not  be  allowed  to  hold  meetings  in  the 
chapel,  unless  by  authority  oC  the  Faculty,  or  in  the  presence  of' 
some  member  of  the  same. 

14th.  The  Superintendent  shall  provide  candles  or  lights,  for  the 
recitations  of  the  classes  and  the  chapel  exercises,  as  required'  by 
the  Faculty ;  but  the  expenses  of  the  same  must  be  met  by  fussess- 
ment  on  the  class  or  classes,  and  collected  as  provided  for  in  rela- 
tion to  rents  and  damages. 

15th.  No  student  shall  be  allowed  to  play  cards  within  the  college 
bttildiogs ;  and  the  drinking,  or  bringing  to  the  building  to  be  drank, 
of  any  intoxicating  drinks,  is  prohibited. 

16th.  No  student  is  allowed  to  have  in  his  possession  any  fire- 
arms, nor  in  any  other  way  to  violate  the  rules  and  regulations 
which  the  Faculty  may  adopt  and  make  known,  for  the  preservation 
of  the  morals  of  the  youth  of  the  college. 

17th.  If  any  student  or  students  occupying  a  room  in  the  college 
building  shall  take  up,  or  suffer  to  be  taken  up,  the  ashes  from  his 
or  their  room,  in  any  other  VQ9sel  than  the  one  provided  for  such 
purpose  by  the  Janitor,  the  occupants  of  such  room  shall  be  fined 
a  tarn  not  less  than  five  dollars,  and  shall  be  excluded  from  the 
occupation  of  the  room  until  the  sajne  is  paid.  No  student  shall 
be  allowed  to  carry  fire  from  one  room  to  another,  under  penalty 

of  five  dollars,  unless  he  use  a  fire  pan  for  such  purpose. 
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18th.  All  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Faculty,  for  [any  and  all  J 
purposes,  when  adopted,  shall  be  proclaimed  in  the  chapel  to  the 
students  assembled,  and,  recorded  in  a  legible  hand,  shall  be  placard- 
ed in  the  lecture  rooms. 

Chapter  IX. 
Of  Dismtisians,  Acad^emical  Degrees^  Sfc, 

1st.  Students  not  minors  may  have,  at  any  time,  a  dismission  on 
their  own  request,  and  minors  on  the  request  of  their  parents ;  pro- 
vided, in  either  case,  there  is  no  reason,  connected  ^vith  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Gollege,  for  refusing  it. 

2d.  In  order  that  any  student  may  be  admitted  to  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts,  he  shall  have  performed  the  course  of  academi- 
cal exercises  appointed  by  law,  for  the  space  of  four  years,  except 
such  as  have  been  admitted  to  an  advanced  standing ;  and  on  the 
examination  to  be  held  at  the  close  of  the  studies  of  the  senior  year, 
or  a  subsequent  special  examhiation,  appointed  by  the  Faculty,  he 
shall  have  been  approved  as  a  candidate  for  the  same. 

3d.  All  candidates  for  either  degree  shall  be  personally  present, 
unless  the  Faculty  shall  judge  it  proper  to  confer  the  honor  of  a 
degree  on  an  absent  candidate. 

4th.  Bachelors  of  three  years  standing  may  receive  the  degree 
of  Master  of  Arts,  on  presenting  to  the  Faculty,  six  months  before 
commencement,  an  outline  of  the  studies  by  them  pursued  since 
their  graduation,  and  a  Latin  dissertation  on  a  subject  embraced 
in  some  department  of  the  Collegiate  course. 

5th.  The  Faculty  shall,  on  the  first  day  of  the  annual  meeting, 
transmit  a  report  to  the  Board  of  Regents,  with  the  endorsements 
of  a  majority  of  the  examining  committee  who  may  have  attended, 
embracing  the  name  in  full  of  each  student  to  be  admitted,  and  re- 
commend them  severally  to  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and 
also  the  name  of  their  several  places  oi  residence. 

6th.  The  report  of  the  Faculty «sha]l  also  be  made  to  the  Board, 
stating  the  names  and  places  of  residence  of  the  Almrnni  of  the 
University,  whom  they  recommend  for  the  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts. 
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Chaptbk  X. 
QT  the  Mamterof  Ckmftrrmg  Degne9^  GommeMtmmt  wtd  eiher  Pub^ 

lie  Ezfrciifs* 

1st.  The  conferring  of  degree!  shall  be  by  the  presiding  oflBcer 
of  the  Faculty,  with  the  concurrence  of  bis  fellow  officers  present^ 
in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Board  of  Regents. 

3d.  The  Diploma  shall  be  made  out  attbe  expense  of  the  Boards 
and  deliTered  to  each  graduate,  free  of  charge. 

3d.  The  candidates  for  degi'ees  shall  attend  such  public  proces- 
sions on  Cbmmencement  day,  as  the  Faculty  may  direct,  and  per- 
form such  public  exercises  as  may  have  been  previously  assigned 
them.  No  public  exhibition  or  exercise  shall  be  allowed  without 
the  approval  of  the  Faculty.  A  failure  in  either  respect,  on  the 
part  of  a  student,  jshall  be  considered  a  warrant  for  the  presiding 
officer  of  the  Faculty,  to  withhold  his  degree. 

4ih.  The  public  exercises  of  the  day  shall  commence  and  close 
with  prayer,  and  be  conducted  agreeably  to  the  order  prescribed 
by  the  Faculty.  The  presiding  officer  shall  deliver  a  charge  tothe 
class,  immediately  after  the  delivering  of  the  diplomas. 

5th.  There  shall  be  no  military  escort,  illuminations  nor  fire- 
works, balls  nor  parties  for  feasting  by  the  students,  on  occasion 
of  the  commencement. 

6tb.  There  shall  be  a  convenient  stage  erected  at  the  expense 
of  the  graduating  class,  under  the  direction  of  the  Faculty,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Faculty,  and  the  Board  of  Regents,  during 
the  commencement  exercises. 

7th.  All  appointments  to  parts  in  public  exhibitions,  shaU  be  as- 
signed at  the  commencement  of  the  term  in  which  such  exhibition 
occurs. 

12tfa.  All  students  having  appointments  shall  submit  their  pieces 
to  the  Faculty  for  their  approval,  and  the  corrections  of  the  Pro- 
fessor of  Rhetoric,  six  weeks  before  the  time  of  exhibition,  and 
shall  have  the  same  committed  for  rehersal,  within  four  weeks  there- 
after. 

8th«  The  time  allowed  to  each  student  for  the  public  delivery* 
of  his  piece  shall  not  exceed  ten  minutes. 
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9th.  No  inyitadoD  Bhall  be  extended  by  the  studenu  to  any  per- 
son to  defiver  any  public  address  without  the  previous  approba- 
tion of  the  Faculty. 

Chapter  XI. 
Prize*, 

In  order,  the  more  effectually,  to  induce  the  graduates  of  the 
TJaiyersity  of  Michigan,  to  aim  at  higher  litefary  attainments;  af^ 
ter  they  shall  have  left  the  precincts  of  their  Alma  Mater^..pxlzes 
lirill  be  awarded,  at  the  time  of  conferring  the  degree  ofLA>3l^  to 
such  Alumni  as  shall  excel  in  certain  performances,  appertaining  to 
the  several  professorships  existing  in  the  University.     The  subjects 
will  be  announced  to  the  class,  at  the  time  of  graduation,  and  will 
consist,  in  general,  of  finished  translations  of  an  entire  book,  from 
some  Greek  or  Latin  author^uot  read  in  the  course  ;  astronomical 
calculations ;  essays  in  Philosophy,  Logic,  History;  Herbariums, 
prepared  specimens  in  Natural  History ;  Geological  and  mineral- 
ogxcal  specimens,  Chemical  investigations ;  essays  in  French,  etc. 


STATE  OF  MICHIGAN. 


No.  6. 


LEGISLATURE,   1848. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Attorney  General. 

Vo  the  Legidature  ofjhe  State  qf  Michigan* 

In  obedience  to  the  requirement  of  the  law,  the  undersigned  re- 
spectfully Bubtnits  the  following  report : 

In  consequence  of  the  many  alterations  in  the  statute  law  by 
the  late  revision,  a  very  large  amount  of  business  in  the  examina- 
tion of  questiona-  submitted  to  me,  not  only  by  the  respective 
State  officers  and  prosecuting  attomies,  but  by  the  county  officers 
of  almost  every  county  in  the  State,  has  been  done  at  this  office. 

All  questions  submitted,  whether  coming  from  state  or  county 
officers,  or  even  from  individuals,  have  been  carefully  examined, 
and  written  opinions  in  almost  all  cases  made  up  and  given. 

Although  not  required  by  law  to  answer  many  of  these  inquiries, 
I  have  deemed  it  but  due  to  the  station  I  occupy,  to  pay  to  the 
sommunications  of  all  county  officers  a  strict  attention. 

There  have  been  during  the  past  year  but  two  suits  commenced 
bj  me  in  my  official  capacity :— one  of  these  was  an  information 
in  the  nature  of  a  quo  warratUo  against  Alvin  D.  Shaw  for  usur- 
pation of  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  county  of  Eaton.  This  suit 
was  submitted  upon  a  case  made  to  the  Supreme  Court  at  their 
lastOctober  term  held  at  Pontiae,  and  a  judgment  of  ouster  ren- 
deted  therein  against  the  defendent.  The  other  case  is  also  an  in* 
lormation  in  nature  of  a  qw  warranto  filed  by  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral «t  the  relation  of  Edward  Bissel  against  Oeoige  Crane,  Alfred 
W.  Bodlong,  I^nogfrvd  &  Ben]^  Addison  X  Comstook  and  Haiv 
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%'ey  Todd  for  usurpation  of  the  office  of  directors  of  the  Erie  and 
Kalamazoo  Rail  Road, — and  is  stiU  pending. 

A  suit  has  been  commenced  in  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  county 
of  Oakland  in  chancery  against  George  B.  Cooper,  Scate  Treas- 
urer, Gideon  O.  Whittemore,  Secretary  of  State,and  Dighy  V.  Belt 
Auditor  General,  constituting  the  board  of  Internal  Improvement, 
and  C.  Chapel  and  D.  M.  Price.  The  object  of  this  suit  is  to 
obtain  a  perpetual  injunction  against  .the  diversion  of  the  water  of 
Paint  Creek,  a  tributary  of  Clinton  river,  for  the  purpose  of  a 
feeder  to  the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  Canal.  The  bill  sets  forth 
among  other  things,  that  the  complainant  owns  and  is  in  possessioa 
of  a  saw  mill  on  Clinton  river  below  the  mouth  of  Paint  Creek, 
and  which  is  in  part  supplied  with  water  from  said  creek — diat  the 
water  of  Paint  Creek  has  been  unlawfully  and  to  the  great  preju- 
dice of  the  complainant  diverted  from  its  channel  by  its  introduc- 
tion into  the  canal :  that  no  compensation  has  been  made  or  offered 
to  him  for  his  damages  thus  occasioned;  and  he  denies  the  right 
of  the  State  to  divert  and  use  this  water  for  any  other  than  the  le- 
gitimate purpose  of  the  canaL  Chapel  and  Price  are  made  de- 
fendants because  of  their  interest  in  the  use  of  this  water  for 
milling  purposes  under  a  lease  from  the  State.  This  suit  now 
stands  upon  bill  and  demurrer. 

,  At  the  request  of  the  Governor,  I  attended  the  late  November 
term  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  County  of  Kent,  to  assist  the 
prosecuting  attorney  of  that  county  in  the  trial  of  several  indict- 
ments pending  in  that  court  But  one  of  them,  an  indictment 
against  G«orge  M .  Mills,  for  solicitation  of  another  to  commit 
forgery,  was  tried — ^the  defendent  was  acquitted. 

The  other  cases  were  disposed  of  for  the  term,  some  of  them  by 
quashing  the  indictments,  the  others  by  continuance. 

The  case  of  Henry  N.  Walker,  attorney  general,  against  Ben- 
jamin B.  Morris  and  others,  for  usurpation  of  the  franchises  of  a 
turnpike  company 'was  prepared  for  argument  at  the  late  term  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  at  Pontiac,  upon  a  case  made,  but  was  not 
heard  by  the  court,  from  the  pressure  of  oAer  business. 

In  Hke  manner  the  cases  of  Greorge  RedfieM  against  Augustus  S. 
Porter  and  Digby  V.  Bell  and  the  State,against  die  DeCrait  k  Prati- 
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mcfiaU  Road.  Company,  both  of  which  arepoadiqg  in  chancoryyin 
the  fixBt  drcoit^  upon  demurrer,  have  been  prepared  aod  noticed 
€<a  hearing  at  the  two  last  tenns  of  that  court:  but  for  want  of 
time  growing  out  of  the  accumulated  business  before  the  Judge  of 

that  circuit,  it  has  been  utterly  impossible  as  yet  to  get  these  easbs 

to  a  hearing.     The  suit  in  chancery,  also  in  the  first  circuit  against 

the  Macomb  County  Bank  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  decree 

of  forfeiture  of  its  charter  is  still  pending-ra  full  answer  in  this 

case  has  very  recently  been  put  in. 

The  schedule  marked  A,  hereto  annexed  contains  the  reports  of 

the  prosecuting  attorneys  of  the  severs^  counties,  so  far  as  the  same 

ha?e  been  recetyed  at  this  office. 

Attornet  Gbxbral's  Opfick,    >  £.  MUNDY, 

Ann  Arbor,  Dec  29, 1847.      )  Att'y  Qen. 


SCHEDULE  A. 

ABSTlUCTaOF  THB   RBP0RT8   OF   PR08BCUTIN0  ATTORNEYS. 

AUeganeomUjf — ^R.  B.Gobblb,  Esq.,  ProKcuting  AUomey. 
Indictments  found  during  the  year,  4 

Crimei. 

For  assault  with  intent  to  commit  a  rape,  1 

Perjury,  t 

Riotous  assault,  1 

How  disposed  of: 

Tried  and  convicted,  2 

Pending,  2 

Bmmf  ctnmiy-^S.  A.  Holbrook  Es<i»  PiroieciilcM^  AUomey. 


Indictments  found  during  the  year, 

Oiimei. 
For  assault  and  battery, 

Assault  with  intent  to  commit  a  rape, 

2 

i 

1 

How  disposed  of: 
Tried  and  conTicted,, 

1 

Pending, 
Proseeutiona  before  Jusdce'a  #r  Ae  Peace, 

i 

For  larceDy, 

1 

4 

Jean  Boa  No.  &. 


Viokti«of  «diekw»  1 

How  cliipwedof ; 
Tried  and  eonTided,  4 

Acquitted,  2 

JhMQl  ciiwwry    IlfifET  C.  OiLBBVT  £■«•  JiwiepfMy  Auprmjrm 


Indictments  found  daring  the  year, 

9 

Crimet. 

For  assanlt  and  battery, ' 

1 

Larcenji 

1 

Obtaining  gooda  under  falae  pretencea,. 

1 

Violation  of  election  laws. 

2 

Subornation  of  peijury, 

1 

Perjury, 

3 

Rape, 

1 

How  disposed  of : 

Tried  and  conrictedi 

2 

Pending, 

7 

Prosecutions  before  Justices  of  the  Peace,. 

8 

Crimei^ 

For  assault  and  battery. 

4 

Larceny, 

1 

Wilful  trespass. 

2 

Indecent  exposure  of  person, 

1 

How  disposed  of : 

Tried  and  conricted. 

6 

Acquitted, 

1 

Appealed  to  Circuit  Court 

1 

Cdu  Cbtoi^y— -Jambs  Sullivan  Eso.  Proiecuiing  Attorney. 

Indictments  found  during  the  year. 

10 

Orimei. 

For  obtaining  gnods  under  false  preteneea^ 

2 

Perjury, 

2 

Seduction, 

I 

Unnatural  crime  with  a  beaat. 

I 

Selling  liquor  to  an  Indian, 

1 

Forgery, 

2 

Assault  with  intent  to  murder 

1 

JofNT  Doe.  Ho.  6w  8 

How  disposed  oft 
Tried  and  convicted,  2 

Acquitted,  1 

Nul.  pros.,  I 

PendiDg,  6 

Cimtan  CoutUy — Lbti  Townson  Es^  PrateemiMg  AUamey. 
Indictments  found  during  the  year,  1 

How.  disposed  of : 
Continued,  X 

Prosecutions  before  Justices  of  the  Peace,  2 

How  disposed  of : 
Tried  and  convicted,  1 

Acquitted,  1 

Eatom  County — D.  A.  Winslow  Esq.  Proteeuting  Attorney.    '    ,   -     ^ 
Ihdictmeikts  found  during  the  year,  2  /    r^y 

Onmei,  ' 

For  assault  and  battery  1 

Obtaining  goods  under  false  pretences,  L 

Still  pending,  2 
Genaau  Coonty — J.  K.  Ruoas  Esa*  Proieatting  Attorney. 


Indictments  found  during  the  year. 

6 

V/TMMt* 

For  conspiracy  to  defraud. 

1 

Assault  and  battery  with  intent  to  kiU, 

i 

Violation  of  sepulture, 

1 

Assault  and  battery. 

1 

Perjury, 

1 

WiUiil  trespass  on  school  house. 

1 

All  still  pending. 

P)rosecntions  before  Justices  of  the  Peaces 

11 

Crimet. 

t 

For  assault  and  battery, 

$ 

Larceny, 

$ 

Haliciously  killing  sheepi 

I 

How  disposed  of : 

Tried  and  convicted, 

6 

•         Acquitted^ 

S 
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Itmia  Cinmly— Albert  Williams  Eao-  PnnpeiUmg  AUonmy. 
Indictments  foand  daring  the  year,  2 

For  larceny*  1 

Arson,  1 

Still  pending, 

JcbduKm  Camiijf — ^F.  LrvERMORE  Esq.  ProKculv^  Attorney. 

In^lictments  found  during  the  year,  13 

Crimei. 
For  assault  and  battery,  4 

Obtaining  money  tinder  false  pretences,  I 

Forcible  entry  and  detainer,  1 

Trespass  on  school  lands,  1 

Murder,  1 

'    Assault  with  intent  to  kill,  1 

Perjury,  3 

Wilful  injury  to  dwelling  house,  1 

How  disposed  of: 

Tried  and  conyicted,        x  3 

Pending,  7 

Nol.  Pros.,  Z 

Prosecutions  before  Justices  of  the  Peace,  12 

Crimes. 
For  assault  and  battery,  10 

Assault,  1 

Larceny,  1 

How  disposed  of: 

Tried  and  convicted,  12 

Appealed  of  assault  and  battery,  2 

Kalamazoo  ComUy — J.  Miller  Esq.  Proneuting  AiComey, 

Indictments  found  during  the  year,  7 

Crvmei, 
Tot  perjury. 

Passing  counterfeit  coin. 

Assault  and  battery  with  intent  to  disfigwv. 

Keeping  disorderly  house, 
Horse  stealing. 

Larceny, 
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Attempt  at  anoD, 

1 

How  disposed  of: 

Tried  and  coiiTieted^ 

3 

Acquitted 

1 

Pendingt 

2 

Judgment  against  bail. 

1 

Prosecutions  before  Justices  of  the  Peace, 

1 

For  larceny  tried  and  convicted. 

EaU  Omnty^lL.  D.  Rathbonb  Esq.  ProKcuting  AUomey. 

Indictments  found  during  the  year. 

Orima* 

/            , 

For  arson, 

1 

Perjery, 

2 

Soliciting  to  commit  forgery, 

1 

Malfeasence  in  office* 

1 

Conspiracy, 

2 

Forgery, 

1 

Attempt  to  administer  poison, 

I 

Keeping  baudy  house, 

2 

Rape, 

1 

Trespass  on  state  lands, 

2 

• 

Larceny, 

2 

Riot,  assault  and  battery. 

6 

How  disposed  of: 

Tried  and  convicted, 

1 

Acquitted, 

3 

Quashed, 

2 

Nol.  Pros., 

2 

Pending, 

14 

Prosecutions  before  Justices  of  the  Peace, 

For  assault  and  battery,  tried  and  convicted. 

2 

Lknngston  County — L.  H.  HawETT,  Esq^  Pfxaecuimg  Attormy, 

Indictments  found  during  the  year, 

2 

Crimes, 

For  Assault  and  Battery  with  intent  to  kill, 

1 

Assault  and  battery, 

1 

Both  pending. 
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Maamh  ComUy-^K.  Robertson  Etq^  Proncuting  AUomey. 
Indictmeoto  found  daring  the  year,  10 

Ojmei. 

For  breaking  jail,  1 

Burglary  and  larceny »  2 

Larceny,  3 

Rape,  I 

Malicioas  destruction  of  property,  1 

Obtaining  goods  under  false  pretences,  1 

Perjury,  1 

How  disposed  of : 

Tried  and  convicted,  41 

Pending,  6 

Prosecutions  before  justices  of  the  peace,  \5 

Critnei. 
For  assault  and  battery,  7 

Malicious  injury  to  animal,  1 

Disturbance  of  religious  worship,  6 

Larceny,  /  1 

How  disposed  of: 
Tried  and  convicted,  7 

Acquitted,  5 

Dismissed,  3 

Monroe  County — Hiram  Stonr,  Esq.,  Proiecuting  AUomey. 
Indictments  found  during  the  year,  6 

Crimei. 
For  breaking  and  escaping  from  jail,  2 

Larceney,  l' 

Pegury,  1 

Burning  a  barn,  1 

How  disposed  of: 
Tried  and  convicted,  4 

Nol  pros,  1 

Prosecutions  before  justieea  of  the  peace  fl6 

Orimet. 

.ij/f^      Por  assault  and  battery,  1§ 

J^  Malicious  injury  to  animab,  t 
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Ltrcenyy 

Obtaining  goodi  under  fiilte  pretences. 

How  duposed  of ; 
Tried  and  con?icled, 

3                          \ 

I                           1 

1 

i 

18 

Acquitted, 
Escaped, 

Settled  by  parties, 
OttavHi  County — G.  Reko,  Esq.,  ProaectUwg  AUamey. 
indictments  found  during  the  year, 

3                              1 

1 

1 
8 

• 

t 

2 

For  perjury, 

Obtaininc:  eoods  under  false  pretences« 

1 
1 

Both  pending, 
Prosecutions  before  justices  of  the  peace. 
For  larceny — tried  and  cod^icted,  1 

SMawassee  County — ^Wm.  F.  Moselit,  Esq.,  Pros.  Au^y, 
Indictments  found  during  the  year. 

For  arson — ^pending,  1 

Prosecuted  before  justices  of  the  peace,  2 

How  disposed  of^ 
Tried  and  convicted,  1 

Acquitted,  1 

&  Joseph  county — H.  H.  Rilet,  Esq.,  Pros,  AtCy, 
Indictments  found  during  the  year, .  i6 

For  obtaining  goods  under  fidse  pretencest  3 

Disturbing  religious  worshipi  I 

Compounding  felony,  1 

Assault  and  battery,  1 

Po«3ary»  I 

How  disposed  of, 

Tried  and  convicted,  2 

Acquitted  2 

Nol  pros,  !l 

Prosecutions  before  jusdces  of  die  peace, 

For  larceny— Cried  and  committed,  1 
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Van  Buren  eawUj^ — J.  R  Baxbm,  EBq.f  Proi,  A$fy. 
Indictments  found  during  the  year,  I 

Crime — Seduction.    Pending, 
Prosecutionfl  before  juBticea  of  the  peace^  4 

CVtmet. 
For  larceny,  ,t 

Aaaault  and  battery,  2 

Whihtenaw  cowUy — W.  A.  Bugbt,  Esq.,  Prp9.  AiCy. 
Indictments  found  during  the  year,  4 

Crfmm, 
For  arson,        (tried  and  convicted,  8 — acquitted  I.)  1 

Horse  stealing,  1 

Assault  and  battery  with  intent  to  kill,  2 

Bastards.    Defendant  reeognized. 
Prosecutiqps  before  justices  of  the  peace,  10 

Crimu. 
For  larceny,  € 

Assault  and  battery,  4 

How  disposed  of: 

Tried  and  convicted,  5 

Acquitted,  5 

Debt  for  Ttolation  of  license  law — tried,  convicted,  and  ) 
appealed,  >        1 

Debt  for  keeping  inn  without  license — ^pending,  1 

Wayne  county — ^Wh.Hale^  Esq„  Proi.  AtCy, 
Indictments  found  during  the  year»  ^46  • 

Crimu. 
For  assault  and  battery,  72 

Larceny*  82 

Burglary,                    ^  1 

Burglary  and  larceny,  6 
Having  counterfeit  bills  in  possession  with  intent  to  pass,        1 

Obtaining  goods  under  false  pretences,  2 

Seduction,  2 

Libel,  2 

Itefusing  to  pay  over  mouieit  ^ 

Highway  robbery,  S 
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KeceiviBg  stolen  goods, 

2 

MalieiooB  mischiefy 

4 

Keeping  house  of  ill*fiune» 

0 

Leasing  bouse  for  purposes  of  prosutution, 

PsJse  imprisonment, 

Assanliing  peace  oflScer  in  discharge  of  duly. 

Forcible  entry, 

Adultery, 

Forgery, 

Assault  with  intent  to  murder, 

1 

Lewd,  and  lascivious  cohabiuUon, 

n 

Having  counterfeit  tools  in  possession » 

1 

How  disposed  of: 

Tried,  convicted,  and  sentenced  to  state  prison. 

13 

To  county  jail. 

89 

« 

Lenawee  coutU^ — H.  C.  Beaman,  Esq.,  Prof.  Att'y.  ^ 

Indictments  found  during  the  year. 

14 

#                                               Crimee, 

For  larceny. 

4 

Perjury, 

1 

Seduction, 

2 

Assault  and  battery, 

5 

Keeping  nine  pin  alley, 

1 

Attempt  to  produce  abortion^ 

1 

Huw  disposed  of : 

Tried  and  convicted, 

2 

Pending, 

6 

Not  arrested. 

6 

Oakland  coimty-^Il.  L.  STivumi,  Esq.|  Pros.  JUfy. 

Indictments  found  during  the  year, 

40 

Orjnef, 

For  perjury. 

5 

Assault  and  battery, 

6 

Rape, 

3 

False  pretences. 

3 

Riot, 

2 

Lascivious  conduct, 

U 
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•AsBauk  with  intent  to  oommit  rape. 
Seduction, 

Indecent  exposure  of  penon, 
Larceny, 

Malicious  destruction  of  house, 
Serering  produce  from  freehold, 
Procuring  felony  to  be  committed^ 
Anon, 

Aiding  to  escape  from  prison. 
Trespass  on  public  lands. 
Forgery, 

Assault  with  intent  to  murder, 
Forgery, 

Keeping  disorderly  house. 
Selling  liguor  without  license* 
How  disposed  of : 


Tried  and  convicted. 

1 

* 

Acquitted, 

I 

(i 

Pending, 

■  ^ 

RECAPtTULATIOir. 

Indictments  found  during  the  year. 
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Crimei, 

For  murder. 

1 

Assault  with  intent  to  murder, 

10 

Rape, 

6 

Assault  with  intent  to  commit  rape. 

4 

Porjury, 

21 

Riotous  assault, 

6 

* 

Assault  and  battery. 

87 

Larceny, 

44 

Obtaining  goods  under  blse  pretmees. 

14 

Violation  of  sepulture. 

I 

Lewd  and  lascivious  cohabitation^ 

5 

Subornation  of  perjury, 

1 

Having  tools  for  counterfeidng  in  posieasioa, 

1 

Seduction, 

^ 

Indecent  exposure  of  pencOf 

i 
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Crine  ftgwmC  nature,  with  a  batst,. 

^ 

Selling  liqoor  to  an  Indian, 

Leaaing  house  for  purposea  of  prottitntiont 

Feigary, 

Fabe  impriaDnment, 

Receiving  stolen  goods. 

2 

Conspiracy, 

3 

BSghway  robbery, 

2 

Violation  of  election  laws, 

2 

Befusing  to  pay  over  money. 

2 

WUfol  injury  to  property, 

9 

.Arson, 

8 

Assaulting  peace  oScer, 

1 

Forcible  entry  and  detainer. 

2 

Libel, 

2 

Trespass  on  public  lands. 

•                   4 

Adultery, 

1 

Passing  counterfeit  money. 

1 

Aiding  to  escape  from  prison. 

1 

Assault  with  intent  to  disfigure. 

1 

Selling  liquor  without  license. 

1 

Keeping  disorderly  house. 

10 

Attempt  to  commit  arson. 

Burglary, 

1 

Solicitation  to  commit  forgeryi 

1 

Malfeasance  in  office. 

1 

Breaking  jail. 

3 

Burglary  and  larceney. 

7 

Disturbing  religious  worship. 

1 

How  disposed  of; 

Tried  and  conyicted. 

188 

Acquitted, 

9 

Pending, 

155 

Nol,  Pros. 

9 

Quashed 

2 

Judgment  against  bail. 

1 
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Pt'osecadons  before  justices  of  the 

peaoBi 

How  disposed  of: 

Tried  and  convicted, 

66 

Acquitted, 

28 

Dismissed, 

• 

3 

Settled, 

• 

3 

Escaped, 

1 

Reports  do  not  state  how. 

4 

100 
The  following  counties  have  failed  to  make  the  reports,  to  wit : 
Berrien,  Calhoun,  Chippewa,  Hillsdale,  Inghami  Lapeer,  Mickili-> 
macinac,  Saginaw  and  St.  Clair. 


STATE   OF  MICHIGAN 


No.  7. 


LEGISLATURE,   1848. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Adjutant  General. 

Adjutant  Gbnerai/s  Office,  ) 
Detroit,  December^  1847.       J 

7b  His  Excellency,  Wm.  L.  Greenlt, 

Governor  and  Commavder  in  Chief: 

Sir  : — ^I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  my  report  of  the  ad- 
inmistration  and  condition  of  this  department  during  the  present 
year,  in  accordance  with  and  in  obedience  to  an  act  approved  May 
18tb,  1846.  This  act  having  only  taken  effect  after  the  4th  of  July 
foUowing  its  passage,  is  consequently  but  some  17  months  in  ope- 
radon.  Yet,  even  during  this  short  period,  sufficient  proof  has 
been  given  of  the  good  and  wholesome  provbtons  introduced  by. 
said  act,  and  of  the  practicability  of  keeping  an  organized  militia 
force  in  existence,  without  the  burdensome  and  useless  annual 
masters,  or  militia  trainings,  so  called,  throughout  the  state. 

The  only  embarrassment  under  which  this  department  has  labor- 
ed since  the  adoption  of  the  existing  militia  laws,  has  been,  as  re* 
gards  the  enrolled  militia  force.  The  difficulty  of  obtaining  re- 
toms  from  the  civil  authorities  of  the  different  counties  and  town- 
ships, whose  duty  it  is  to  make  annual  returns  of  those  persons  lia- 
ble to  military  duty^  with  promptitude  and  exactness,  and  thereby 
carrying  into  effect  sections  9  and  10  of  chapter  14,  which  provides 
that  '*  assessors  of  each  township  and  ward  of  a  ci^,  shall,  at  die 
"  time  they  return  their  assessment  rolls,  return  also  to  the  township 

or  dty  clerk  a  copy  of  the  list  of  names  of  all  persons  liable  to 

military  daty  in  their  townships  or  wards : 
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**  The  township  clerk  shall,  within  ten  days  after  the  receipt  of 
**  said  list,  transmit  the  same  to  the  county  clerk,  who  shall,  on  or 
"  before  the  Ist  day  of  August  in  each  year,  transmit  the  same  to 
"  the  Adjutant  General."  But  as  the  above  quoted  act  was  not 
made  part  of  the  revised  statutes  of  1846,  and  printed  only  in  the 
session  laws,  and  in  a  limited  number  of  pamphlets,  many  of  these 
town  officers  taking  the  said  revised  statutes  as  containing  all  the 
existing  laws  of  the  state,  and  defining  and  specify ing  their  respec- 
tive  duties  as  assessors,  supervisors,  &:c.,  very  justly  plead  igno- 
rance of  these  new  duties  assigned  to  them. 

In  order  to  avoid  the  embarrassment  of  getting  none,  or  only  im- 
perfect returns,  I  inserted  a  notice  in  the  newspapers,  to  the  coun- 
ty and  township  clerks  of  the  counties  from  which  no  returns  had 
been  received  up  to  the  6ih  of  August  last.  This  was  attended 
with  partial  success.  As  there  are  no  funds  at  the  disposal  of  this 
departinent  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  printing,  an  early  appro- 
priation to  pay  these  small  but  necessary  sums  to  printers  and  pro- 
prietors thus  employed,  is  respectfully  solicited.  Notwithstanding 
the  above  mentioned  notices,  it  appeared  that  out  of  435  supervisors, 
&c.,  upwards  of  300  failed  up  to  the  lOth  of  September,  to  reme- 
dy their  neglect.  I  was  consequently  compelled  to  issue  on  that 
day,  a  circular  (post  paid)  to  each  one  of  those  officials,  in  which  I 
not  only  quoted  the  law,  but  adverted  to  the  12th  section  of  the 
same  chapter,  by  which  certain  penalties  can  be  recovered  from 
them  in  case  of  delay  or  neglecL  I  am  happy  to  state  that  this  last 
appeal  had  the  desired  effect,  and  the  names  of  more  than  36,000 
individuals  liable  to  military  duty  have  been  received,  and  ere  duly 
enrolled  at  this  office,  as  will  appear  by  the  annexed  abstract 
marked  A.,  to  which  I  respectfully  refer. 

The  obtaining  the  enrollment  of  so  large  a  force  (never  here- 
tofore accomplished,)  has  been  most  saUsfactory,  at  the  same  time 
that  it  has  greatly  increajsed  the  duties  of  this  office,  and>endered 
it  by  no  means  a  sinecure.  There  are  still  79  townships,  contain- 
ing 29,884  white  inhabitants  to  be  returned,  of  which  the  numerical 
strength  liable  to  military  duty  is  estimated,  according  to  their  pop- 
ulation, to  be  over  6000  men.  It  is  hoped  that  hereafter  the  civil 
officers  will  continue  to  transmit  promptlytheir  returns,  and  that  a 
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Joint  Doc.  No.  7.  •  3 

chance  of  the  state's  losing  in  consequence  of  their  remissness,  its 
quota  of  arms,  &c.,  may  never  again  occur. 

The  whole  numerical  strength  of  the  militia  of  the  state  as  actu- 
ally enrolled,  those  Kahle  to  military  duty  not  yet  returned,  as  well 
as  the  strength  of  the  active  or  volunteer  militia,  form  an  aggregate 
of  60,000,  which  is  less  than  last  year,  owing  to  the  withdrawal  of 
companies  from  the  state  for  the  service  of  the  U.  S. 

Respecting  the  active  or  volunteier  militia,  I  have  the  gratifica- 
tion to  assure  your  Excellency  that  it  is  steadily  improving  and  in- 
creasing in  numbers  and  military  discipline ;  and  I  refer  particular- 
ly to  the  additional  new  corps  organized,  uniformed,  armed  and 
equipped  during  the  year,  as  per  abstract  marked  D. 

The  reports  of  the  several  encampments  held  during  three 
days  in  the  month  of  June,  prove  conclusively  that  the  vol** 
unteer  citizen  soldier  belonging  to.  and  doing  duty  in  a  regular 
uniform  company,  acquires  more  military  knowledge,  and  a  better 
bearing  in  those  few  days,  than  the  ununiformed  and  raw  militia- 
man can  possibly  do  in  as  many  years. 

The  encampment  held  at  Detroit  in  July  last,  consisting  of  two 
battalions,  viz  :  The  Brady,  Montgomery  and  Adrian  Guards,  un- 
der command  '  of  Major  Daniel  Hicks,  forming  the  one,  and  the 
Scott,  Lafayette  and  Cass  Guards,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Colonel 
Rnehle,  forming  the  other,  came  under  my  individual  supervision, 
and  were  reviewed  and  inspected  by  me,  and  I  am  proud  to  say, 
that  officers  and  men,  by  their  soldier  like  deportment  and  bearing, 
most  fully  con6rmed  their  high  reputation.  On  the  18th  of  June 
last  the  company  of  Brady  Guards,  belonging  to  the  1st  regiment 
of  Michigan  volunteers,  were  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  under  command  of  Capt.  M.  L.  Gage,  and  are  now  sta- 
tioned at  Fort  Mackinaw,  at  Mackinaw,  and  a  detachment  of  said 
company  is  at  Fort  Brady,  at  the  Sault  St.  Marie,  under  command 
of  Lieut  A.  K.  Howard.  The  company  is  highly  commended  by 
the  Inspecting  General  of  the  U.  S.  A.,  for  its  discipline.  For  the 
complete  descriptive  roll  of  said  company,  I  refer  to  abstract  C. 

The  additional  requisition  for  one  regiment  of  infantry  received 
here  daring  the  month  of  October,  has  been  filled  by  the  ten  com- 
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panies  aa  per  muster  rolls  marked  E.,  and  has  been  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  U.  S. 

Abstract  of- roster  marked  B.,  will  show  the  appointments,  pro- 
motions and  resignations  which  occurred  since  my  last  annval  re* 
port^  of  the  1st  of  Dec.  1846. 

Abstract  F.  exhibits  the  annual  return  of  the  militia  of  the  state 
of  Michigan  for  the  year  1847 — the  duplicate  of  which  was'duly 
transmitted  to  the  War  department  at  Washington  aa  provided  by 
law. 

In  connection  with  this  report,  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  Excellen- 
cy's attention  to  the  fact,  that  by  the  removal  of  the  capitol  from 
this  city,  and  the  different  public  offices  now  therein,  the  rooms  now 
occupied  as  the  Adjutant  OeneraVs  office,  and  as  an  armory  for  the 
loose  arms  which  were  not  be  truisported  to  Dearborn,  will  alsohave 
to  be  vacated,  and  as  no  provision  has  as  yet  been  made  for  the  eree* 
tion  of  a  state  armory,  it  m  respectfully  submitted  that  permission 
be  granted  to  occupy  until  otherwise  directed,  a  part  of  the  state 
building,  and  more  particularly  those  rooms  now  occupied  by  the 
Auditor  General  and  State  Treasurer,  whenever  those  offices  are 
removed  to  the  new  seat  of  government.  These  rooms  are,  in  die 
opinion  of  the  undersigned,  well  calculated  for  these  purposes,  and 
with  very  little  expeme  can  be  made  a  safe  and  convenient  depoa* 
ite  for  the  accumulating  arms  of  the  state.  For  a  further  detail  on 
'  this  subject,  as  well  as  the  actual  state  of  the  Quarter  Master  Gen- 
eral's department,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  annexed  report. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

J.  E.  SCHWAKZ, 
AdjfitaiU  General  cf  M.  AT. 


Annual  Report  of  Quarter  Master  General. 

QuARTEE  Master  Gen'l's  Department,  ) 
Detroit,  December  Ist^  1847,  ) 

« 

To  His  Excellency  Wm .  L.  Greenly, 

Governbr  and  Commander  in  Chief: 

Sir  : — On  the  26th  of  last  May,  the  undersigned  had  the  honor 
to  reoeivo  from  your  Excellency  the  appointment  of  Quarter  Maa- 
ter  General,  vice  Col.  F.  H.  Harris,  with  directions  to  join  this  de- 
partment and  the  duties  thereunto  pertaining,  to  that  of  the  Adju* 
tant  General.  I  wish  it  were  in  my  power  to  make  a  report  satis- 
factory to  the  public  or  myself,  of  the  condition  and  situation  of 
this  department.  But  I  have  had  many  difficulties  to  overcome  in 
obtaining  the  accui*dte  data,  and  details  of  the  issues  or  receipts, 
in  consequence  of  there  having  been  no  report  made  last  year  by 
the  Quarter  Master  General,  either  to  the  Executive  or  to 'the  legisla- 
ture. I  have  therefore  been  compelled  to  fall  back  as  far  as  Nov. 
15th,  1845,  the  date  of  the  last  report  of  the  Quarter  Master  General, 
Col.  Ezra  Williams,  and  it  is  to  the  able  report  of  that  worthy  and 
efficient  officer,  that  I  must  frequently  refer  and  allude.  In  addi- 
tion to  these  difficulties,  almost  tbtee  months  elapsed  after  I  took 
charge  of  the  state  armory  and  arms,  before  I  became  into  pos- 
session  of  the  books  and  vouchers  belonging  to  the  department ; 
and  I  am  indebted  to  your  Excellency's  interference  for  obtaining 
the  same,  even  at  that  late  period.  The  first  object  I  was  solicitous 
of  effecting,  was  to  procure  some  sort  of  security  for  the  state  pro- 
perty in  arms  and  accoutrements,  issued  to  different  companies  in 
all  parts  of  the  state,  by  the  execution  of  good  and  legal  bonds  for 
the  actual  value  of  the  arms,  at  the  rate  they  are  charged  to  the  state 
by  the  general  government.  These  bonds  to  be  signed  before  com- 
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peteixt  authority  by  every  commisaioned  officer  of  Bucb  company 
as  has  received,  and  is  in  possession  of  such  arms,  &c.y  and  to  re- 
turn for  these  bonds  those  imperfect  receipts,  if  any  were  given, 
which  should  be  on  file  in  this  office.  Again,  I  wished  to  secure 
the  arms  already  distributed,  or  as  yet  to  be  issued,  from  careless 
abuse,  or  total  destruction,  in  consequence  of  not  being  properly 
cleaned  and  boused,  owing  to  the  non-establishment  of  proper  armo- 
ries, or  gun  sheds.  As  regards  the  first  object,  I  am  now  in  the  way  of 
obtaining  such  bonds,  and  as  to  the  last,  no  arms  are  issued  unless 
suitable  places  of  deposite  have  l)een  erected  or  prepared,  and 
from  companies  which  are  unwilling  to  protect  or  safely  keep  the 
state  property  confided  to  their  care,  the  same  is  withdrawn  and 
the  company  disbanded. 

I  trust  that  your  Excellency's  personal  observation  willhave  prov- 
ed to  you  that  these  objects  can  be  more  readily  attained  by  the  con- 
solidation of  this,  with  the  Adjutant  General's  office,  and  the  public 
interest  and  service  better  protected  and  subseryed. 

I  respectfully  refer  to  the  following  abstracts  : 

No.  1 .  Schedule  of  arms  and  accoutrements  issued  to  the  sever- 
al volunteer  corps,  up  to  May  26,  1847,  commencing  from  and  in- 
cluding the  returns  of  the  Quarter  Master  General,  E.  Williams,  of 
Nov.  15th,  1845 : 

No.  2.  Schedule  of  arms  and  accoutrements  issued  from  May 
26th,  1S47,  until  December  1st,  1847  : 

No.  3.  Schedule  of  arms  and  accoutrements  returned  by  dis- 
banded companies : 

No.  4.  Schedule  of  arms  and  accoutrements  on  hand  in  the  state 
armory  at  Detroit : 

No.  5.  Schedule  of  arms  and  accoutrements  on  hand  and  stored 
in  the  U.  S.  Arsenal  at  Dearborn  : 

No.  6.  Schedule  of  arms,  accoutrements  and  ammunition,  exhib- 
iting the  annual  return  for  the  year  1847,  as  transmitted  to  the  war 
department  at  Washington,  as  directed  by  law. 

Having  referred  in  my  annexed  report,  as  Adjutant  General,  for  a 
more  detailed  account  (as  properly  belonging  to  this  department,) 
of  the  reasons  why  and  wherefore  a  suitable  locale  or  depot  should 
now  be  provided,  either  by  legislative  enactment  or  by  executive 
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directioD.  I  respectfully  beg  leave,  to  state  thtft,  not  only  for  the  rea- 
sons already  assigned,  but  also  that  the  rooms  alluded  to,  vis  :^- 
those  occupied  by  the  Auditor  General  and  State  Treasurer,  are 
on  the  ground  floor,  and  ax^  consequently  more  convenient  for  the 
reception  and  storage  of  arms,  &;c.,  and  at  a  very  moderate  ex- 
pense, suitable  and  commodious  gun  shed  a  could  be  erected  in  the 
yard  belonging  to  the  building.  Again,  the  government  of  the  U. 
S.  allow  and  authorize  the  ordnance  department  to  deliver,  free  of 
expense  to  all  the  states  and  territories,  their  annual  quota  of  arms, 
at  any  point  lying  on  any  of  the  navigable  streams  and  rivei-s  with- 
in said  state  and  territory,  at  such  particular  point  or  place  as  the 
Executive  of  the  same  shall  designate,  and  wherefore,  in  conform- 
ity with  these  regulations,  the  yearly  quota  due  this  state  is  gener- 
ally delivered  at  this  port,  therefore  the  undersigned  ventures  to 
submit  the  expediency.  of*retaining  the  state  armory  at  Detroit,  for 
the  reasons  already  given,  and  for  the  greater  convenience  of  re- 
shipment  of  issues  by  water  or  transportation  by  railroad. 

In  addition,  the  undersigned,  since  he*  has  taken  charge  of  this 
department,  has  had  occasion  to  experience  the  great  inconvenience 
of  having  part  of  the  arms  stored  in  the  arsenal  at  Dearborn,  for, 
notwithstanding  the  obliging  disposition  of  the  commanding  officer 
or  military  store  keeper  at  that  post,  still  the  state  arms  are  but 
temporarily  stored  on  one  of  the  floors,  with  pait  of  those  belong- 
ing to  the  U.  S.,  and  the  frequent  issues  and  overhauling  of  the  pack- 
ages, and  the  opening  and  assorting  the  same  has  been  found  most 
inconvenient.  Also,  the  expense  incurred  by  the  Quarter  Master 
General,  by  his  frequent  journeys  to  the  arsenal,  and  the  hire  of 
laborers  for  the  overhauling  of  said  packages,  to  make  the  issues  at 
all  seasons  of  the  year,  may  be  avoided  by  permission  to  occupy 
the  rooms  above  alluded  to. 

The  undersigned  concludes  this  report  by  quoting  and  urging 
Quarter  Master  General  Williams'  repeated  request  in  his  several 
Alports,  vix  :  the  propriety  of  placing  at  the  disposal  of  this  depart- 
ment a  small  sum  of  money  for  the  payment  of  incidental  expenses, 
such  as  cleaning  and  repairing  arms,  pay  for  laborers,  cartage, 
drayage,  &c.  The  sum  need  not  be  large,  and  would  save  much 
trouble  and  yexation,  particularly  as  these  disbursements  are  made 
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to  a  class  of  citizens  who  can  ill  afford  to  wait  from  the  meeting  of 
one  legislature  to  another,  until  the  needful  appropriation  for  their 
senricea  can  be  granted. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  E.  SCHWARZ, 
Adjutant  and  Quarter  Master  General,  M,  M. 


APPENDIX. 


Abstract  Ml 
ENROLLED  MILITIA  OF  THE  STATE  OF  MICHIGAN, 

Am  rdntmedfor  the  year  1847. 


In  the  8th  Division. — AUegan  Comity, 


Townaliipt. 


Populafn. 


Liable  to 
do  millui- 
ry  duty. 


Exampt 


Rfimarkf. 


Allegan, 

Gun  Plain, 

Newark, 

MaoliuB, 

WatBon, 

Martin, 

Trowbridge, 

Otsego, 

Warfland, 

Menterey, 

Dorr, 

Granges, 


Census 

not  taken 

as  yet 


Total  white, 


Thomapple, 

Yankee  Springs, 

Prairieville, 

Woodland, 

Ctrhon^ 

Irring, 

Hastings, 

Johnstown, 

Barry, 

Assyria, 

Castleton, 

Maple  Grove,  ) 

Qruigevilley      ] 

Toua  white, 


861 

137 

516 

85 

241 

37 

84 

13 

207 

36 

236 

52 

218 

40 

509 

108 

134 

37 
32 

2941 

577 

.  \ 


No  returns  received. 


tt 


t( 


it 


8th  Division. — Barry  County, 


179 

151 

220 

437 

53 

205 

55 

218 

139 

15 

226 

74 

284 

43 

213 

49 

308 

32 

200 

19 

Cemuf 

DoCUk«n 

Myet 

2602 

491 

No  returns  received. 


u 


u 


it 


ti 


<( 


u 
tt 


f« 


tt 
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7th  Division. — Berrien  (JamUy. 


Townihipt. 

PopnlatYi. 

LUble. 

Exempt                   RemMte. 

Bertrand, 

1305 

No  returns  received. 

New  Buffalo, 

406 

70 

Galien, 

141 

32 

Weean, 

155 

34 

Buchanan, 

630 

138 

Oronoko, 

664 

80 

BainbridgOt 

613 

54 

y 

Pipe  Stone, 

277 

46 

1 

Royalton, 

284 

62 

St.  Joseph, 

628 

lis 

6 

Benton, 

237 

52 

. 

Berrian, 

564 

101 

Niles, 

1935 

f<        <i        i< 

Lake,           ^  Census 

28 

Watervleit,  >not  yet 

49 

• 

Hagar,         )  taken. 

25 

Total  white. 

7865 

884 

G 

6th  Divisioi 

V. — Branch  County. 

Algansee, 

782 

86 

Butler, 

469 

^(} 

Bronson, 

561 

101 

Batavia, 

636 

102 

Bethel, 

449 

92 

Noble, 

434 

No  returns  received. 

Ovid, 

393 

75 

Quincy, 

841 

124 

Cold  Water, 

1467 

196 

Girard, 

675 

113 

Gilead, 

420 

72 

Kinderhook, 

282 

47 

1 
1 

Mateeon, 

333 

58 

Sherwood, 

613 

79 

Union, 

715 

144 

California,  (no  census) 

45 

Total  White, 

9064 

1399 

X 
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6th  Division. — Calhoun  County. 


TbwiMhipt. 


Homer, 

Clarenden, 

Tekonsha, 

Burlington, 

Athens, 

Leroy, 

Newton, 

Fredonia, 

Eckford, 

Lee, 

Albion, 

Sheredan, 

Marengo, 

Marshall, 

£mmet, 

Battle  Creek, 

Bedford, 

Penfield, 

ConvLs, 

Clarence, 

Total  white, 


Ontwa, 

Pokagon, 

Wayne, 

Milton, 

Jefferson, 

La  Grange, 

Volinia, 

Silver  Creek, 

Newberg, 

Marcellus, 

Calvin, 

Howard, 

Penn, 

Mason, 

Poter, 

Total  white. 


St.  MaiySy 
Total  white. 


Popolat'B. 


LUOilo. 


Exempt 


Remwkt. 


880 

692 

530 

659 

375 

582 

387 

538 

711 

202 

1359 

816 

1009 

2396 

1134 

1665 

452 

518 

539 

326 


127 

133 

83 


60 
53 
91 

172f< 

86 

118 

3741 

111 

258 

66 

53 

46 


No  returns  received. 


•• 


u 


u 


u 


« 


(f 


u 


« 


144021     1925 


7th  Division. — Com  County, 


636 

93 

618 

92 

474 

67 

478 

97 

684 

145 

1030 

218 

531 

74 

335 

51 

252 

45 

187 

33 

359 

622 

92 

536 

398 

86 

948 

156 

8007 

1249 

No  returns  received. 


1017 

1017 

^pewa  CowUy. 

No  returns  received. 
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3d  DvriBioN.'^CknUm  County. 


Towiifbipt. 

Popslatfb. 

Liabte. 

ExMnpt 

Bath, 

151 

12 

Dewitt, 

418 

77 

Watertown, 

198 

40 

Eagle, 
Victor, 

364 
229 

54 

• 

No  returns  received. 

Olive, 

169 

•<        «        «« 

Sily, 

Westphalia, 
Ovid, 

134 
401 
102 

59 
22 

> 

«            u             «« 

Bingham,  ' 

Bengal, 

Dallas, 

72 

49 

108 

T' 

* 

1 

Daplen, 
Essex, 

213 
193 

21 

• 

it                 M                 «4 

Green  Bush, 

105 

19 

Lebanon, 

114 

16 

• 

Total  white, 

3060 

353 

# 

9th  Division. — Eaton  County. 


Tyler, 

Brookfield, 

Watsop, 

Bellevue, 

Kalamo, 

Carmel, 

Eaton, 

Eaton  Rapids, 

Windsor, 

Benton, 

Chester, 

Vermontville, 

Gunfield, 

Roxand, 

Oneida, 

Delta, 

Total  white, 


680 

114 

147 

42 

286 

.    102 

653 

108 

256 

30 

288 

39 

897 

82 

457 

122 

31 

186 

23 

201 

33 

272 

32 

112 

22 

166 

34 

280 

30 

110 

4613 

722 

No  returns  received. 


it 


it 


it 
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3p  Division. — Oene^ee  County. 


ToWXMhl|M» 


FlUBhillg, 

Richfield, 

OeneBoe, 

Tfaertford, 

Argentine, 

Grand  Blanc, 

Pfint, 

Gains, 

Dayidson, 

Forrest, 

Fenton, 

Vienna, 

Atlas, 

Miindy, 

Clayton,  ) 

Pewogawink,  f 

Total  white. 


Camden, 

Woodbridge, 

Rowland, 

Dwight, 

Fayette, 

Wheatland, 

Pittsford, 

Reading, 

Adams, 

SttinmeiBett, 

Allen, 

Cambria, 

Florida, 

Moscow, 

Litchfield, 

Sdpio, 

Total  white. 


1211 

61 

427 

51 

843 

103 

172 

384 

1029 

74 

2004 

234 

156 

30 

203 

30 

126 

26 

953 

90 

342 

28 

780 

96 

632 

NbeeniQf 

taken  u 

yet. 

9266 

823 

No  returns  received. 


(I  « 


tt 
n 


6th  Division. — HiUsdaU  County. 


345 

56 

217 

52 

324 

54 

277 

1720 

342 

1125 

106 

833 

113 

620 

78 

792 

164 

776 

165 

704 

66 

421 

70 

499 

88 

883 

104 

'   929 

166 

644 

66 

11111 

1690 

No  returns  received. 
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9th  Division. — Ingham  Cknmty, 


TowmhliM. 


Bemarjii. 


Stockbridge, 

Ingham, 

White  Oak, 

AureliuB, 

Delhi, 

Maridiati, 

Bunkerhill, 

Leslie, 

Fhelpstown, 

Onondaga, 

Lansing, 

Le  Roy, 

Lock, 

Vevay, 

Wheatland, 

Aliedon, 

Totol  white. 


552 

SO 

534 

109 

422 

71 

318 

53 

« 

343 

^5 

169 

49 

226 

37 

509 

59 

191 

45 

559 

74 

88 

73 

164 

15 

213 

32 

604 

94 

180 

26 

296 

35 

5267 

907 

8th  Division. — Ionia  County. 


Lyons, 

Berlin, 

Orange, 

Boston, 

Keene, 

Ronald, 

Montcalm, 

North  Plains, 

Ionia, 

Otisco, 

Danby, 

Libewa, 

Easton, 

Portland, 

Orleans, )  No  census 

Odessa,  j  yet  taken. 

Total  white. 


705 

101 

348 

62 

348 

241 

56 

390 

201 

161 

76 

264 

26 

654 

608 

125 

150 

400 

278 

39 

654 

46 
21 

5003 

552 

No  returns  received. 


« 


it 


u 


u 


it 


l< 


l< 

it 


•I 


it 


it 


it 


<< 


« 


It 


it 
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9tk.  Division. — Jackson  Chunty, 


Town/^pa. 


Populat'n. 


Liable. 


Exempt 


Remarkf. 


Pulaski, 

Hanover, 

Liberty, 

Colombia, 

Napoleon, 

Grass  Lake, 

Leoni, 

Concord, 

Sandstone, 

Spring  Arbor, 

East  Portage,    (Wa- 

Spring  Port,  [terloo,) 

Rieves, 

Tompkins, 

Jackson, 

Parma, 

Henrietta, 


Total  white. 


653 

100 

931 

106 

692 

189 

173 

1255 

111 

1342 

46 

1331 

140 

901 

156 

789 

57 

935 

146 

922 

106 

476 

86 

550 

74 

841 

73 

3427 

296 

769 

31 

422 

44 

16825 

1745 

20 


No  returns  received. 


64 


84 


8tii  Division. — Kalamazoo  County, 


Cooper, 
Richland, 
Alamo, 
Ashtemo, 
Comstock, 
Portage,  ^ 

Prairie  Round, 
Sdhoolcraft, 
Texas, 
Pavillion, 
Kalamazoo, 
Ross, 

Charleston, 
CHmax, 
Brady, 

Wakesbma,  (No  cen- 
sus.) 
Total  white, 


482 

84 

638 

114 

307 

34 

408 

30 

945 

117 

547 

34 

720 

102 

1089 

187 

352 

39 

407 

31 

1 

1943 

287 

419 

78 

390 

101 

464 

581 

69 

10163 

1307 

1 

No  returns  received. 


a 


t* 


<( 
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8th  Division. — Kent  CowUy. 


Townthlpi. 


Pc^ralat'n. 


Liable. 


Bxempt 


Remarlu. 


Grand  Rapids, 

Walker, 

Byron, 

Paris, 

Plainfield, 

Courtland, 

Virgennes, 

Ada, 

Caledona, 

Muskegon, 

Grattan, 

Sparta, 

Churcbtown, 

Newaygon, 

Wabacis, 

Alpine,  j 

Total  white, 


1510 

210 

1122 

153 

493 

109 

485 

83 

565 

83 

400 

850 

135 

497 

127 

27 

104 

57 

Cen- 

30 

sus  not 

taken 

as  yet, 

74 
55 

6153^ 

1016 

No  returns  receiTod. 


« 


« 


II 


i< 


M 


f< 


fl 
II 


<l 
•I 


it 


3d  Division. — Laj^eer  County, 


Maratbon, 

Mayfield, 

Metamora, 

Attica, 

Hadley, 

Lapeer, 

Diyden, 

Elba, 

Oregon,  (No  census,) 

Almont, 

Total  white. 


230 

23 

266 

42 

567 

99 

409 

36 

607 

93, 

858 

164 

900 

1221 

219 

27 
13 

1258 

136 

5314 

755 
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5th  Ditision. — Lenaioee  CowUy. 


— — ^.^ , — 

Townafaipi. 

Popolatfn. 
2821 

LUble. 

299 

Exempt 

Remarki. 

Adrian, 

1 

Bliflsfield, 

86C 

126 

Cambridge^ 

817 

89 

) 

Dover, 

1116 

115 

* 

Franklin, 

1163 

1        141 

FairBeld, 

1204 

160 

Hudson, 

956 

J  53 

Medma, 

1176 

158;        65 

Madison, 

1780 

No  returns  received 

Macon, 

925 

((                 t(                 4« 

Ogden, 

420 

40 

1 

Palmyra, 

1118 

130 

6 

Raisin, 

1216 

136 

If                  U                 « 

Riga, 

139 

30 

1 

Ridge  way, 

561 

93 

I          it        tt          « 

Rome, 

1460 

90 

»<      •           ((                  .1 

RolHn, 

95  > 

119 

6 

/ 

Seneca, 

849 

117 

Tecamseh, 

2624 

330 

Woodstock, 

.  766 

78 

Total  white, 

2i918 

2194 

78 

■ 

3 

D  Division. — Livingston, 

Unadilla, 

946 

131 

Brighton, 

922 

.   131 

Putnam, 

887 

199 

Grreen  Oak, 

884 

33 

« 

Hartland, 

831 

113 

Deerfield, 

697 

104 

Tyrone, 

676 

51 

m 

Grenoa, 

610 

80 

• 

Marion, 

601 

87 

Iosco, 

552 

52 

1 

Hambarg, 

780 

105 

I 

Howell, 

708 

152 

Osceola, 

706 

74 

Tuscola, 

418 

81 

Handy, 

301 

64 

Conway, 

270 

28 

Total  white, 

10737 

1485 

2 
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Attached  to  16th  Regiment  of  the  Line. — Mackinaw  CowUy. 


TowiuhipA. 

Populftt'n. 

Liable. 

Exempt. 

Remarks. 

Holmes, 

St.  Ignace» 

Moran, 

Peane,  (no  census,) 

1151 
234 
281 

138 
44 

Total  white, 

1666 

182 

• 

C1inton» 

Ray, 

Armada, 

Bruce, 

Shelby, 

Sterling, 

Washington, 

Harrison, 

Erin, 

Warren, 

Richmond, 

Lenox, 

Chesterfield, 

Macomb, 

Total  white, 


Ash, 

Exeter, 

London, 

Milan, 

Dundee, 

Raisonville, 

Frenchtown, 

Monroe, 

Monroe  City, 

Lasalle, 

Ida, 

Summerfield, 

Whiteford, 

Bedford, 

Erie, 

Total  white, 


4th  Division. — Macomb  CowUy. 


1762 

235 

1166 

100 

. 

1070 

98 

1 

1375 

138 

1 

1293 

184 

10 

831 

69 

15 

1517 

224 

528 

75 

721 

100 

421 

41 

815 

116 

513 

64 

17 

845 

92 

652 

59 

46 

13491 

1595 

88 

5th  Division. — Monroe  Counly, 


1383 

208 

276 

55 

2 

594 

68 

61 

438 

82 

1005 

877 

130 

981 

864 

2496 

1500 

99 

57 

442 

68 

476 

52 

564 

59 

849 

121 

1016 

162 

13287 

1095 

130 

No  returns  received. 


« 


« 


<i 


If 


i« 


« 
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3d  Division. — Oakland  Cknmttf. 


Pqpnkt^n. 


Liable. 


Ezompt 


Ramaiks. 


Grovelancl, 

910 

82 

Independence, 

1281 

87 

Brandon, 

691 

76 

Addison, 

729 

101 

Bloomfield, 

1739 

180 

Commerce, 

1465 

92 

Farmington, 
White  Lake, 

1757 

172 

726 

124 

West  Bloomfield, 

1217 

120 

Royal  Oak, 

970 

48 

Oxford, 

874 

161 

NOYI, 

1529 

95 

Lyon, 

1195 

108 

Orion, 

1030 

165 

Milfoid, 

1362 

168 

Troy, 

1589 

196 

Holly, 

657 

56 

1 

Rose, 

750 

50 

Waterford, 

1017 

.     108 

Soutbfield, 

1240 

104 

Oakland, 

974 

79 

Highland, 

994 

71 

Springfield, 

373 

103 

• 

Avon, 

1834 

168 

Pondac, 

2879 

118i 

1 

Total  white. 

30241 

2832! 

8th 

DiVIBIO] 

N. — OUatoa  County, 

Creorgetown, 

133 

30  . 

Talmadge, 

352 

No 

Polkton, 

98 

9 

Ooeana  Coanty, 

45 

Norton, 

362 

142 

Mttskegon, 

119 

Ottawa, 

329 

60 

Wright,    )  No  census 
Holland,  )  yet  taken. 

la 

54 

Total  white, 

1417 

205 

No  returns  received. 


i< 


44 


<f 


II 


II 


II 


41 


II 


II 
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3d  Division. — Saginaw  Coimty. 


TowBtUpi. 

PqpnUt'iL 

Liable.     Eaampt 

Benvks. 

Saginaw, 

598 

131 

Faymoudi, 

21 

7 

Hampton, 
TittabawaBsee,. 

194 

34 

254 

47 

Tuscola, 

104 

30 

Northampton, 

47 

12 

Total  white, 

1218 

261 

3d  DiTisioN.- 

ShiatoasBee  County, 

Woodland, 

171 

No  returns  received. 

New  Haven, 

103 

«         *       «                44 

Birmington, 

560 

81 

Owasse, 

418 

98 

Vernon, 

507 

62 

Perry, 

197 

26 

Sciotia, 

181 

33 

Antrim, 

167 

«                44                 44 

Middlebury, 

59 

18 

Shiawassee, 

650 

127 

Venice, 

97 

30 

Caledonia, 

331 

84 

Bams,                    * 

488 

75 

Total  white. 

3821 

634 

4th  ] 

)lVI8ION 

r. — St.  Clair  County. 

Port  Huron, 

1198 

203 

St.  Clair, 

1009 

213 

China, 

870 

101 

Cottrelville, 

727 

81 

Clyde, 

438 

92 

Burchville, 

353 

57 

Ira, 

392 

39 

Clay, 

569 

80 

Columbus, 

315 

40 

Wales, 

114 

18 

11 

Berlin, 

476 

42 

Riley, 

334 

No  returns  received. 

Lexington, 

1635 

208 

Total  white. 

7566 

1174 

11 
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7^rp  DinBiofi.^Si.  Joseph  Chuaity. 


TWaiUiM. 

Popolatte. 

Lkbto. 

Esvmpt 

Wliite  Pigeon, 

787 

103 

8 

Nottawa, 

964 

107 

Lockpoit, 

873 

178 

Colon, 

683 

114 

Flowerfield, 

429 

No  returns  received. 

Mottville, 

581 

74 

Fawn  RiTer, 

461 

79 

Shennan, 

252 

M                 •«                 <| 

Storges, 

657 

128 

1 

• 

FabiuB, 

370 

84 

Burr  Oak, 

421 

82 

15 

Constantine, 

1042 

202 

45 

Park, 

567 

101 

Leonidas, 

663 

101 

• 

Florencoy 

739 

113 

5 

Mendon, 

603 

114 

• 

Total  white, 

100^0 

1480 

71 

f 

7th  Division.— Fan  Buren  County, 


Almenee, 

Arling^n, 

Antwerp, 

Bloomingdale, 

Colombia, 

Decatur, 

Hamilton, 

<Uartford, 

Reeler, 

Lawrence, 

Laiayettee, 

Porter, 

South  Haven, 

Waverly, 

Total  white. 


162 

44 

51 

24 

265 

lU 

51 

15 

42 

36 

54 

15 

131 

34 

96; 

119 

66 

137 

43 

333 

192 

161 

6-2 

18 

40 

29 

3743 

627 

No  returns  received. 


n 


u 


II 
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2d  Ditision. — WtuhUnato  CawUy,* 


TownafaiiML 

Popalsfn. 

LiaUe. 

Exempt. 

Remnlu. 

Aon  Arbor, 

4143 

611 

Augusta, 

595 

90 

25 

Bridge  water. 

1073 

139 

, 

J 

Dexter, 

775 

125 

w 

Freedom, 

1222 

131 

Lima, 

966 

111 

Lodi, 

1154 

161 

Lyndon, 

763 

No  returns  rece  ived 

Manchester, 

1279 

«           <t             u 

Nortbfield, 

1070 

88 

51 

Fittsfield, 

1197 

162 

46 

Sa1em» 

1424 

132 

66 

Saline, 

1636 

132 

Scio, 

1737 

155 

Sharon, 

800 

146 

Superior, 

1267 

96 

Sylvan, 

865 

129 

Webster, 

950 

80 

York. 

1312 

123 

56 

Ypsilanti, 

2651 

375 

• 

Total  white, 

26728 

2986 

244 
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1st  DiYiaios.— Wayne  County, 

TowQflhijM. 

Popfttlafn. 

2259 

Liable. 
224 

Exempt. 

Remarki. 

Hatntramck, 

• 

Springmrells, 

1576 

84 

Greenfield, 

1221 

172 

Bedford, 

1471 

ld3 

' 

Livonia, 

1353 

70 

75 

Plymouth, 

2602 

165 

Canton, 

1225 

92 

Xankin, 

1425 

118 

7 

Dearborn, 

1313 

137              , 

£  corse. 

851 

No 

returns  received. 

Wayne, 

605 

80 

Van  Buren,                       1262 

1.         <i 

i< 

Sumpter,                            315 

i<         If 

11 

Huron, 

377 

60 

Brownstown, 

811 

«        f< 

<• 

Monguagon, 

556 

90 

10 

« 

Detroit,  Ist  Ward," 

•504 

-«       2d 

372 

"        3d       **       1 
"       4th      "       ' 

13065 

256 
41-^ 

5th      " 

149 

29 

•'       6th      "       1 

172 

41 

Taylor,  (no  census,) 

1 

u              « 

« 

Total  white. 

31737 

3316        161 

Houghton  County, 

Copper  Harbor,  (no  census  taken  as  yet,  and  no 

1  returns  received 

Eagle  Harbor,           do             do             do 

do 

do 

Houghton,                  do             do             do 

do 

do 

Portage,                       do             do             do 

do 

do 

Algonquin,                  do             do             do 

do 

do 

L'Ance,                      do            do            do 

do 

do 

lale  Royal,                 do            do            do 

do 

do 

Ontonagon  County, 

Ontonagon,                  do             do             do 

do 

do 

Pewassee, 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Merquette, 
Grand  Island, 


Marquette  Coimty, 
do  do  do 

Schoolcraft  County, 
do  do  do 


do 


do 


do 


do 
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Recapittdatim  of  aUpenoru  liable  to  do  military  dtUy^  oi  rdMmed  ta 

this  ojietfor  the  year  1847. 


NunM  of  Counties. 


Allegan, 

Barry, 

Berrien, 

Branchy 

Calhoun, 

Cass, 

Chippewa, 

Clinton, 

Eaton, 

Oenesee, 

Hillsdale, 

Ingbom, 

Ionia, 

Jackson, 

Kalamazoo, 

Kont, 

Lapeer, 

Lenawee, 

Lieinston, 

Mackinac, 

Macomb, 

Monroe, 

Oakland, 

Ottawa, 

Saginaw, 

Shiawassee, 

St.  Clair. 

St.  Joseph, 

Van  Buren, 

Washtenaw, 

Wayne, 

Total. 


White  fai- 
habitaata. 


Liable  to 
do  milita- 
ry dntj. 


2,741 

577 

^ 

2,602 

491 

7,865 

884 

6 

9,064 

1,399 

14»402 

1,925 

8,007 

1,249 

1,017 

3,010 

353 

4,613 

722 

9,266 

823 

11,111 

1,690 

5,267 

970 

5,003 

552 

16,825 

1,745 

84 

10,163 

1,307 

1 

6,154 

1,016 

5,314 

755 

22,918 

2,194 

78 

10,787 

1,425 

1,666 

182 

13,491 

1,595 

88 

13,287 

1,095 

120 

30,241 

2,832 

1,417 

295 

1,218 

261 

3,821 

934 

7,566 

1,174 

11 

10,089 

1,580 

71 

3,743 

627 

26,728 

2,986 

244 

32,267 

3,316 

161 

301,345 

36,714 

864 

F 
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Abstract  B. 

AppohUments^  Promotums  and  Resignations  since  my  last  Annual  Re- 
port of  December  Utj  1846,  in  the  First  Michigan  VoL%mleer  R^- 
ment,  organized  by  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States^  under 
the  Requisition  of  May  18,  1846. 

Joseph  W.  Brown,  of  Tecomseir,  to  be  Colooel;  coramaDding^ 
to  rank  as  such  from  September  17,  1846. 

Joshua  Howard,  of  Dearborn,  to  be  Lieutenant  Colonel,  to  rank 
as  such  from  September  30,  1846. 

John  V.  Ruehle,  Jr.,  of  Detroit,  to  be  Major ;  to  rank  as  such 
from  September  17,  1646. 

Frederick  A.  Kennedy,  to  be  Captain  of  the  Northern  Lenawee 
Volunteers,  to  rank  as  such  from  October  30,  1846,  vice  Brown, 
promoted. 

Thomas  M.  Cooley,  to  be  1st  Lieutenant  of  Northern  Lenawee 
Volunteers,  from  October  30,  1846,  rice  S.  Blanchard,  decline4. 

Asa  A.  Whitehead,  to  be  2d  Lieutenant  of  Northern  Lenawee 
Volunteers,  vice  Kennedy,  promoted. 

In  the  First  Battalion  Frontier  Guards. 

* 
John  V.  Ruehle,  Jr.,  to  be  Lieut.  Colonel  commanding,  to  rank 

as  such  from  September  1 L,  1846. 

Louis  D.  Clairoux,  to  be  Major ;  to  rank  as  such  from  Septem- 
ber 11,  1846,  vice  Ruehle,  promoted. 

Francis  X.  Cicott,  to  be  Captain  of  Lafayette  Guards,  from  Oc- 
tober 6,  1846,  vice  ClairOux,  promoted. 

Stephen  Bouchard  to  be  1st  Lieutenant  of  Lafayette  Guards, 
from  October  6,  1846, 

James  J.  Cicott,  to  be  2d  Lieutenant  of  Lafayette  Guards,  from 
Oct.  6, 1846. 

Charles  Gobiel,  to  be  2d  Lieutenant  of  Lafayette  Guards,  from 
October  6, 1846. 

Frederick  Ruehle,  to  be  Captain  of  Scott  Gkiards ;  to  rank  as 
such  from  December  10, 1846,  vice  N.  Greasel,  Jn  rasigned. 
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In  the  First  Battalion  LimngUon  Vdunteen, 

George  Bennet,  to  be  Lieutenant  Colonel,  commanding,  to  rank 
from  September  21, 1846. 

Robert  Croase,  to  be  Major,  ta  rank  from  September  21, 1846. 

In  the  5th  Regiment  of  the  Line, 

Charles  H.  Cavell,  to  be  Captain  of  Waahtenaw  Guards,  to  rank 
from  December  1,  1846. 

Marshall  W.  Parker,  to  be  1st  Lieutenant  of  Washtenaw  Guards 
from  December  1,  1846. 

David  Henning  to  be  2d  Lieutenant  of  Washtenaw  Guards  from 
t)ecember  1,  1846. 

Generals^  JFHeld  and  Staff, 

Abram  V.  Berry,  to  be  Major  General,  commanding  the  9th  Di- 
vision, from  January  15th,  1847,  vice  A.  F.  Bolton,  resigned. 

Wm.  H.  Montgomery,  Major  General,  commanding  5th  division, 
rom  March  16th,  1847,  vice  Henry  Smith,  resigned. 

Ira  R.  Grosvenor,  to  be  Brigadier  General  of  9th  Brigade,  from 
March  16th,  1847,  vice  Montgomery  promoted. 

Geo.  V.  N.  Lolhrop,  to  be  Brigade  Judge  Advocate,  of  Ist  Bri- 
gade, from  September  21,  1846,  vice  Andrew  Harvie. 

Alexander  Bleu,  to  be  Colonel  of  4th  regiment,  from  January 
26th,  1847  .vice  John  L.  Johnson,  removed. 

Geo.  W.  Dunn,  to  be  Lieut.  Colonel  of  4th  regiment,  from  Jan- 
uary 26th,  1847,  vice  Bleu,  promoted. 

James  Messmore,  to  be  Major  of  4th  regiment,  from  January  26, 
1847,  vice  Dunn,  promoted. 

Alva  Pate,  to  be  Brigade  Inspector  of  2d  brigade,  from  January 
6th,  1847,  vice  James  Stilson,  removed. 

Alpheus  S.  Williams,  as  Lieut.  Colonel  of  1st  Regiment  of  Mich- 
igan volunteers,  vice  Joshua  Howard,  resigned ;  will  rank  as  such 
from  March  23d,  1847. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Gilbert  F.  Rood,  to  be  promoted  to  Colonel  of 
the  Ist  regiment  of  the  line,  Ist  brigade,  vice  Andrew  T.  McReyn- 
olds,  resigned,  to  rank  from  March  23d,  1847. 

Henry  Frink,   Division  Inspector,  9th  divison,  April  21st,  1847. 

Geo.  P.  Cassick,  Quarter  Master  9th  division,  April  21st,  1847. 

Abel  F,  Fitch,  Allen  Bennet,  Aids-de-Camp,  9tb  division. 
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Marvin  A.  Daiiey,  Judge  AdTocate,  9th  divMon. 
£2dinttnd  A.Day,  Sargeon  of  tke  4lBt  regiment,  18th  brigade,  9th 
diviaion,  from  April  16th,  1847. 

Sgbert  J.  Van  Buren,  Captain  Corunna  Guards,  43d  regiment. 

John  Redson,  let  Lieutenant  Corunna  Guards,  43d  regiment 

'William  U.  Beach,  Orsimus  Doty,  2d  Lieutenants. 

Michael  Martz,  to  be  2d  Lieutenant  Scott  Guards,  vice  Freder- 
ick Kaufman,  resigned,  from  April  8th,  1847.  ^ 

Andrew  Jackson,  2d  Lieutenant  Livonia  Highland  Rifles,  from 
April  17th,  1847,  vice  Andrew  Fitzgerald,  resigned.  • 

S.  T.  F.  Bullard,  as  Captain ;  Elijah  Perry,  1st  Lieutenant ;  H. 
B.  P.  Wood  and  H.  C.  Fisk,  2d  Lieutenants  of  Coldwater  Guards, 
from  April  16,  1847. 

In  the  General  Staff, 

John  E.  Schwarz,  to  be  Quarter  Master  General,  May  26, 1847, 
▼ice  F.  H.  Harris. 

In  the  IH  Regiment  of  Mic/iigan  Volunteers. 

Thomas  B.  W.  Stockton,  Colonel,  April  28, 1847,  vice  Joseph 
W.  Brown,  resigned. 

Morgan  L.  Gage,  Captain,  June  18,  1847,  vice  A.  S.  Williams, 
promoted. 

Alexander  K.  Howard,  Ist  Lieutenant,  June  18th,  1847.  vice 
Gage,  promoted. 

Caleb  F.  Davis,  2d  Lieutenant,  June  18th,  1847,  vice  Howard, 
promoted. 

William  F.  Chittenden,  2nd  Lieutenant,  June  18th,  1847,  vice 
Dudgeon,  resigned. 

IN  THB  FIRST  BRIGADE. 

First  Battalion  Frontier  Guards. 
William  O'Callahan,  Major,  June  10,  1847,  vice  Lewis  D.  Clai- 
reux,  resigned. 

John  Montreuil,  Captain  Lafayette  Guards,  May  16,  1847,  vice 
F.  X.  Cicott,  resigned. 

In  the  First  Regiment  of  the  Line. 
James  M.  Williams,  Lieutenant  Colonel,  April  27, 1847,  vice  G. 
F.  Rood,  promoted. 
Noah  Cowles,  Major,  April  27,  1847,  vice  Williams,  promoted. 
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Anthony  Dudgeoli,  Brigade  Inspector^  Ist  brigade,  October  16, 
1847,  yice  A.  3.  Calhoun,  resigned. 

IN  THB    THIRD    BRIGADE. 

Eli  Snyder,  Captain  Washtenaw  Giiards,  October  25, 1847,  vice 
Chas.  H.  Carell,  resigned. 

James  M.Wilcoxon,  1st  Lieutenant,  Oct.  25,  1847,  vice  Marshall 
Parker,  resigned. 

Morse  R.  Taylor,  2d  Lieutenant,  Oct  25,  1847,  vice  John  Dan* 
ner,  resigned. 

*  IN  THB  FOURTH  BRIGADE. 

Alexander  D.  Crane,  Brigadier  General,  October  10,  1847,  vice 
B.  Sprague,  promoted. 

IN  THE  FIFTH  BRIGADE. 

Calvin  C.  Parks,   Brigade  Inspector,     February  12,  1847. 
Rufus  Hosmer,  "  Judge  Advocate   do        do 

Bernard  C.  Whittemore,  '*  Quartermaster,     do         do 
Major  F.  Lockwood,        '^  Paymaster,  do        do 

Henry  W.  Lord,  "  Aid-de-Camp,       do        .do 

IN  THE  9tR  BRIGADE. 

Nathan  A.  Kendall,  "  Inspector,         August  4,  1847. 

Charles  W.  Noble,  "  Paymaster,  do        do 

Charles  J.  Wood,  "  Quarter  Master     do        do 

Franklin  Johnson,  ''  Judge  Advocate,  do         do 

John  H.  Richardson,  '^  Aid-de-Camp,        do         do 

IN  THK  SIXTH  BRIGADE. 

Edward  Bishop,  Brigade  Inspector,  January  12, 1847,  vice  R. 
D.  Power,  resigned. 

In  the  2d  Battalion  National  Cruards. 
George  Bennett,  Lieutenant  Colonel,  September  21,  1846. 
Robert  Crouse,  Major,  do        do 

Elijah  F.  Burt,  2d  Lieutenant,  October  15, 1846. 

IntAelltk  Rigimenl  of  the  Line. 
Henry  Angell,  Colonel,  June  3d,  1847,  vice  T.  R.  Allison,  de- 
ceased. 

In  the  A2d  Regiment  of  the  Line. 
SpauldingM.  Case,  Colonel,  June  3d,  1847,  vice  Edward  Bishop. 
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EJias  J.  Smith,  Lieutenant  Colonel,  June  3d,  1847,  vice  George 
W.  Peck,  resigrned. 

IN  THE  NINTH  BRIGADE. 

ht  the  I7th  Reginunt  of  the  Lme. 

William  H.  Hooper,  Captain  of  Cats  Infantry,  January  10, 1847, 
yice  Arzeno,  promoted. 

Jacob  Lobs,  Ist  Lieutenant,  Michael  Seymour  and  Dand  Hard* 
2d  Lieutenants,  January  1, 1847, 

In  the  ISth  Regtm/mt  cf  the  Lme, 

Henry  D.  Walbridge,  Colonel,  August  4, 1847,  vice  J.  R.  Gros- 
Tenor,  promoted. 

Edward  Rawson,  Lieutenant  Colonel,  August  4, 1847,  vice  Wal* 
bridge,  promoted. 

Samuel  MulhoUand,  Major,  August  4, 1847,  vice  Rawson,  pro- 
moted. 

IN  THE  TENTH  BRIGADE. 

Frederick  W.  Macy,  Brigadier   General,  May  27th,  1847,  vice 
Anderson,  resigned. 

William  H.  Smith,  Brigade  Inspector,  June  3d,  1847. 

Daniel  D.  Sinclair,        "      Quarter  Master,  do 
In  the  First  Battalion  Natumal  Cruards, 

Daniel  Hicks,  Major,  May  10, 1817. 

Frederick  Hart,  Paymaster,  June  3d,  1847. 

Dwight  A.  Woodbury,  Adjutant,  June  3d,  1847. 

James  W.  Holmes,  Quartermaster,     do        do 

Charles  Hayes,  Surgeon,  do        do 

Joseph  Kies,  to  be  Captain  of  Clinton  Guards,  May  15, 1847. 

Francis  Gillulay,  1st  Llieut.        do        do  do        do 

William  H.  Brooks,2d  do  do        do  do         do 

David  Woodward,  2d  do  do         do  do        do 

H*  J.  Snell,  Captain  Tecumseh  Troop   of  Flying  Artillery,  May 
10, 1847,  vice  John  T,  Brown. 

In  the  20th  Regiment  of  the  Line, 
[  Joseph  C.  Warner,  Colonel,  May  5,  1847. 

Wm.  E.  Kimball,  Lieut.  Colonel,  May  5,  1847. 

Dwight  A.  Woodbury,  Major,  ♦  do        do 


/ 

i 

\ 


i 
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Jas.  S.  Ringsland,  Captain  Greenly  Body  Guards,  Oct.  20, 1847. 
Orange  M.  Roode,  Ist  Lieut,     do        do  do        do 

Nicholas  Fratts,  2d  do      do        do  do        do 

Ezra  A.  Washburn,  2d    do      do        do  do        do 

IN  THE  Fpf^RTEENTH  BRIGADE. 

John  F.  Porter,  Brigadier  General,  February  4, 1847,  vice  Tho- 
mas Fitzgerald,  resigned. 

Abel  Garr,  Captain  Union  Greys,  October  13,  1846,  vice  Jacob 
Stader,  resigned. 
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Adjutant  and  Quarter  Master  General's  OrncB,  \ 

Detroit,  December  80,  1847.  > 

The  descriptive  and  muster  rolls  of  the  remaining  seven  compa- 
nies  not  having  been  transmitted  to  this  office  by  the  respective 
captains  up  to  this  day,  is  the  cause  why  the  publication  of  the 
same  has  to  be  delayed,  and  cannet  be  compiled  in  this  report. 

^  J.  E.  SCHWARZ. 
Adjutant  and  Quarter  Master  General, 
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REMARKS. 


■  General  M.  M. 


STATE  or  MICHIGAN 


No.  8. 


LEGISLATURE.  1848. 


Ani|oal:  Beport  of  the  luBpectors  of  the  State  Prison, 
at  lankMDi  Nov6iDbet30^  1847. 

V[>  the  Secretary  of' State  nfthe  State  of  Michigan  : 

The  uadeiiBigBed,  in  compliance  with  the  statute,  reapectfullj. 
iiohinit  their  annual  report,  and  thoee  of  tbe  Agents  l^hyaiciany  and 
Chaplaiai  together  with  the  tablet  c^nd  atattstics  necessary  to  a  full 
«iidei«tanding,of  tbe  affairs  of  this  institution*  The  reports  and 
tikbles  all  include^  a  period  of  thirteen  months,  the  close  of  the  fiscal, 
y^ar  hairing  been  changed  bj  the  revised  statutes* 

There  basbeeo  received  from  the  state,  treasury,  ainee  our  last 
vepova,  tO,OOt  00,  for  the  suppoit  of  tlia  piisoa  aadpay  o£(9hiainli;i 
also,  (5,418  28  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  other  ofBoers^ 
ntadctng  a  total  of  |r7,4l8  1S6,  fbr  the  thirteen  months.  Tbe  amount 
di^awii  from  tbe  same  source  daring  the  previous  year  was  #11,509 
40 — ^the  number  of  convicts  having  beeif  the  same  for  tbe  two 
years.  The  number  of  convicts  in  prison  Oct.  31, 1845,  was  119— 
Oct.  31,  1816,  12*2-^and  Nov.  3#,  1847,  119— making  the  average 
the  same  for  the  two  years.  The  amount  of  the  earnings  of  con- 
victs in  the  employ  of  the  contractors  since  Oct  31,  1846,  is. 
f  9i|680  87,  and  the  estimate  for  those  in  the  emj^loy  of  the  state 
is  #sl,666  U.  The  amount  of  eamingi  for  contractors  the  previ- 
ous year  wa»f7,4W  70,  and  fbr  th»  state  $SJ56Q  13.  The  anowt 
MdsivcKl  from  alt  sooroes  aiaee  Oet  31,  ld4€i,  tui  MS^M  03,  apd 
tkeaMOiMMMpeiidfldsinee  that  time  is  n8,0a0  4a.  Tim 
leealvedibr  the  previous  year,  indikKBgbabmee^siha&d, 
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$19,007  58,  and  the  amouot  •xpended  during  the  same  time 
tl9,004  39. 

As  before  atatedt  the  amount  of  ^spenditnres  for  the  thitteen 
months  has  been  $18,060  4A^^e  amount  of  earnings  for  the  same^ 
time  is  $12,285  52.  The  expenditures  for  the  previous  yenr 
were  $19,004  39,  and  tb<  epxmqgs.we^e  $11,016  63.,  .Tl^e  num- 
ber of  days  work  by  oenvtcts  on  tbe  fmson  buildings,  sii^e  tho- 
last  report,  is  1101,  estimated  at  the  sum  of  f6dl  00 — the  number 
of  days  for  the  previous  year  was  2880,  estimated  at  the  sum 

<rf  $1,489  60.  ■ 

These  figures  clearly  show  the  present  state  of  this  institutioo, 
and  the  improvement  that  has  been  made  in  its  condition  since  the 
I^t  report.  It  will  be  perceived  4hat  there  has  been  $4,08T  7^ 
le9$  drawn  from  the  state  treasury  Auringlh*  lasSthltteen  months, 
than  during  the  previous  j^ar ;  also,  that  the  earnings  of  tbe  con- 
victs on  contracts  have  been  more,  by  $2,163  50,  than  for  the  pre- 
vious twelfe  months,  and  that  the  earnings  of  convicts  on  the  prison 
buildings  have  been  but  $858  49  las  since  the  last  report,  thair 
for  the'  previous  year.  The  average  price  obtained  for  the  laboi^ 
of  convicts  on  contracts  since  the  date  of  our  last  report  is  Slf 
cents  per  day — the  average  for  the  previous  yeat  was  31  cents  per- 
day.  The  balance  oti  haad,  acoordhig  to  the  Agent's  report,*  i^ 
$868  61,  besides  which,  there  is  now  due  the  prison  $2,000  00 
from  oontim^tors  and  oibm,  that  wtU  in  all  probafailitgr  soob  be  re« 
Stliaed, 

•  The  gradual  and,  steady  imprtovement  made-  in  the  jnanage- 
ment'  of  tbe  affairs  of  the  prison,  reflect  tbe  highest  degree  of 
^redi(  on. tbe  Agei)t«.and  gives  just  ground  to  conclude  that  fqr* 
ther  time  will  shqw  a  still  greater  improvement^  And,  although 
it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  prison  can  support  itself  .with  the 
present  number  of  convicts,  yet,  we  have  just  ground  to  believe- 
that  (exclusive  of  the  building  department)  it  can  approximate 
that  desirable  point  nearer  than  it  ever  has  done. 

The  number  of  convicts  confined  here,  has  varied  but  liiile  for 
the  past  ftuf  years,' as  there  were  In  prison  Oct.  31,  1844,  l*i2 — 
Oct.  SI,  1845.  119-^Oct.  Sr,  1846,  12«— Nov.  SO,  18*7,  llf .  .      ' 

Judging  from  the  f>asty  we  cannot  expect  any  censUemUtf 
ikoiMM  fef  a  namber  of  years;  and  if*  any  farther  impweviSMemii 
as<Sbto  ha  made  in  tbe  poaeiBt  buildings,  itis  as  well  to  mahethmaal 
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dutoi  as  to  d^j  them  fer  an  inddihiite  period  of  time,  as  there  ii 
no  peobability  of  there  being  any  material  change  in  the  number  of 
convictBL    It  thefoiote  bee^lsea  a  (juettion  of  importancei  lyliethep 
k  ia  good  pdkj  to  poitpoae  any  longer  the  erection  of  the  eefltm 
Inuldkigi    The  Agenthas  aohniteted  asrestimate  of  the  coat  ef  diat 
work,  to  which  we  would  iiirite  attention,   and  moat  ehserfiiily' 
vacomaoiead  that  he  be^aotboriaed  to  proceed  vrith  Am  ereclioo  %mA 
eempleiioci  of  the  aame,Ba  aoon  as  he  can  doao' widt  the  pnioee^a 
of  conaici  laboa*    Tbei  walh  of  the  iivat  eaory  of  this  hiiiUKn^  haee 
been  compleced*  alt  a  cost  to  the  state  of  a  large  amoont  of  monejv 
and  in  its  preset  conditiao,  iii.of  not  tke-  ifightast  ntflity.  'if^ie 
the  intention  ef  the  statetbat  this  buiUKng  should  evec  he  eemple* 
ted  it  should  be-dene  at  oiicct  as  it  caanow-be  done  at  a  less  cmi 
than*  aft^r  it  l^as  become  more  decayed^  and  the  state-  vvifl  .not  .mdjf 
derive  the  benefit  of  the  expenditure  to  be  madti,  but  also  of  theft 
which  has, already  been  made»    When  fiilisbed,  this.buildiUig;*wotiid 
be  an  ornament  to  the  tovrn  in  which  it  i^  situated^  and  reflect  isradil 
upon  the  state-*-at  preaantiit  oeitaioly  is  neithw  omamonaal  or 
fill,  and  further  procrastination  ie  its  erection,  MU  only  rend^ 
less  what  has  bee|iei^n4ed«  without  in  anywise  saviegttbeexpea* 
diture  now  necessary  for  if»  completipn ;  for  it  is  a  work  that  nuiei 
tdtimaUly  be  doMe,Bs\A  true  economy  seeftts  to  dictate  (hat  i^shduUk 
be  done  immediately* 

in  the  Import  of  the  inspectors  last  yeai*,  mention  was  made  of 
the  difficulties  under  which  this  institution  labored,  on  account  of 
the  temis  of  the  contracts  then  eitisthig*  This  matter  has  beeli 
one  that  the  board  and  agent  have  sedulously  sought  to  reoiedy; 
aad  their  eaidea^rB  have  ,been,  we  think,  entirely  snccesMll* 
The  contraets  haae  been  Telac,  and  the-  obfefctfonable  cUuses  en^ 
tirely  obviated.  The  former  contract  with  Pinney,  Howard  &  Ob, 
was  fi>r  {fqm  30  to  50  convicts^  at  Sd  oenU  per  day,  ibr  fi^e-  years 
firom  May  20,.  1846w  to  wovk  ai  the  IbHowibg  branchias,  to  wits 
manufaduriog  weokn  tmd  oetmn  igoeda,  carpeti^,  Ciittiiag  teela 
gaoarally  (eaeept  SMgons  and  ploiigN)^  coabb  and  Jiarfnem  pltMngi 
and  pigling  geneially,  webbing  and  coach  lace,  psper  of  all'kie^, 
hovels  and  hardware  gei^eratly,  saddle  trees  and  trimmings,  doof 
trimmings  and  locks,  and  such  business  as  has  an  immediate  con* 


necj^ion  with  the  above  daftcrib^d  bj;»nft^ppf  )»i»ioaii..    Xh»j 
w^re  alaa  entitled  upder. ttie  .^^^irftot  Uk^&cifBUi  buildiogBfor 
it^riiig  iQaniifaetured  aiticlet;  also  toitke  '< Moenavj  water,  a»  it 
WMSf  be  needed  for  said  busioen^  and  ibrd|e  t^feiy  of  Um  buildings 
aad  maoiiiiiecy  in  eaae  office/'  add  the  ute^  o£  tbe Ateam engine 
tbta*  in  tlw  pnaent  sIsq  ''th»  agent  ahall  fonviali  -at  all^ttmea,  aufi^ 
auMteordwDod,  within  the  pr»6a  wdbyJIw  the  ptirpoae  of  sttita* 
Uf iwming}  the  abop^  bnt-tbe  nmd  AM  be  etit,  end  the  flre» 
heptlbj  and  at  the  ospenaeef  the  eontraettirBt  ao  Ht  aa  Oiey  may 
^MM  it  tieeaaaeiy  for  their  ow»eo0fenieifee*';  alaoi  aidd  centiiiet* 
ete?w«be  te  ^Hivrea  eniS^mi  cfedit  of  three  Month*  fbr  the'  hire  of 
aeUesiiTists,  that  ia,  at  the  expiration  of  the  fbuitfa  month,  paj 
flir  the' first;  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  fifth  month,  p«]rfi>r  the 
adeond,-  and  so  on  in  monthly'  peymenta,'*  ( leaving  the  contract 
eontinnallj  th«ee  monihs  in  arrears,)   '*  except  that  on  t^ie  tOih 
daj  <^  MTaji  in  each  and  every  year,  payment  shall  be  made  in 
Aatt  op  to  that  time,'*  and  If  not  so  paid,  the  agent  or  hie  sue- 
eaaeors,  were  aothorized  to  declare  the  eonti^et  nail  and  void?  ' 
dep»  ituraa  still  fimher  agreed,  *'that  if  the  practioe  o^  letting  the 
kbor  of  oonvkia  shall  be  oontinned,  the  parties  of  the  second  part, 
(P,,  H.  h  Co.)  shall  ha^e  a  prefiftnence  in  any  new  contract  to  be 
made  fiom  time  to  time  lor  a  continuance  of  the  same  branches  of 
buaineas,  for  the  period  of  time  for  which  said  contracts  may  be  ao« 
thorixed  by  law  te  be  let,  after  tHeeaipiration  of  this  conCracC;  over 
ether  pexaona  making  proposals,  upon  their  (P««  H.  Sc  Co*,)  agree- 
ing to  pay  such  sum  as  may  be  agreed  on  between  them  and 
the  agent  of  said  prison,  for  the  ttase  being,  not  enaseiiN^  ike 
<^t0mg€  rtUei  paid  for  c&itvki  lobar  by  cAer  camifadan^^    All  ef 
t)|ese  stipitdationa  were  cenaidered  more  or  leaa  objeetioneble  or 
unea!^:e«sary« 

Fifiney,  Howard  &  Cou  abe  became  possessed,  by  plirebiee,  of 
Unit  contract  of  H.  DeGkaC  for  the  labor  of  ftom^  eighteen  ie  tbltty* 
emsvieta  at  ihiity  cents  per  dqrt  te  ran'  thiee  yeam  enid  aevtn 
mon^  fnwa  April,  1845,  stipelating  fer  the  manofccteiie  of  bnae 
a«4  ii^^'t^  castings  of  all  kinds,  raikoad  caja.  atem  ei^es  eed  beil- 
erS|  sheet  iron,  tin  and  copper  ware  for  trimming  stoves,  wrought 
iron  work,  edge  tools,  &c.    They  also  became,  in  the  same  man- 


'iMi\  the  tiaigneei  oftM  oontnict  of  JT.  B.  Eaton  i8t  Co.,  (or  fromteb 
to  fifteen  convicts  at  thirty-eight'  ceifts  per  day,  at  the  busiaete  ef 
eoOparing  ef  ill  kinda.  The>!AgtfDt  wtn  hdnndin  the  cosiract  with 
Ht  QeGrtfi;  to.fiMiiUiauffimetit  cordiwood  for  warming  the  AopB, 
.an4^tt)ie,e9Cpfration'of  the.ooQirapltiff  he  (H.  Qe^raff,)  was  oreto- 
bid  in  reletting  the  aame,  hia  macbioery,  tools,  and  fix^turea  w<pie  U> 
be  appraifed.by  competent  p^sops,  and  the  peraoa  oyeKbiddii^ 
was  to  be.  bopnd,  to  pay  for  theoi.at each  valitatioo.  Thane  eewtp^ 
haye^  aU  been  surrendered  aqd  cancelled^4i,nd  a  new  ooe^aMutecl 
with  Pinney^  L/iipsoa  Ic  Go,,  spcc^ssors  of  Pinne^«  Howand.A? 
Co.,  for  six  years  from  May  1«  l847,.aMQi  centa  p^r  day,  forfiigiip 
sixty  to  one  hundred  aad  twenty  cpavicts,  stipulated  for  c^rry^y 
on  the  following  branches  of  business,  to  wit  :-«-M|UBufi|ctpfpiaC 
woolen  and  cotton  goods,  carpetiogi  foraging- tools  generaJlyi  (e<<- 
cept  wagons  and  carriages,)  saddle  trees  and  triminin|^  hames 
and  harness  trioamings,  webbing  and  coach  lace,  iDachioery  gene* 
rally,  steam  engines  and  boilers,  wrought  iron  work,  edge  took, 
all  kinds  of  bn^s  and  iron,  castings,  and  such  sheetlroa,  tin  aid 
copper  work  as.properly  peirtainato  any  of  the  foregoing  branches* 
Aiso,  barrels  andaU  descriptions,  of  cooper  war0,  door  trimidiiiga 
and  plating  in  cpliiiectipn.with  ai^y.of  the  foregoing tbraoebea. 

The  new  contract  does  not  GontAia  any  of  the  obnosions  pri«{« 
leges  hori^tofox:e .  envm^rated  aa  gramed  m  the  foraaev  cesitraotst 
The  changes  made  in  tranaforring  the  old  cootracta  to.  PioiMyi 
Lamsoo,&  Co.,  are  deemed  all  in^ortai^t.  The  number  of  bJcanchT 
es  is  reduced,  paper  making  and  the  manuiacture  of  shp?ela  ^d 
hardware  generally  being  excluded,  as  is  also  the  provision  that 
the  State  shall  furnish  water,  other  tlian  that  now  proVided,  also 
the  steam  engine  is  released  to  the  State,  and  the  contractors  are 
tofbmirik  wood  for  warming  the  shops ;  also  to  pay  monthly  instead 
of  '^at  the  expiration  of  the  fourth  month,  pay  for  the  first,'*  and 
they  ka're  no  ''preference^'  in  the  letting  of  contracts  hereafter,  ^ 
lettrving  the  authorities  at  liberty  to  let  the  labor  of  convicts  to 
those  who  wtll'pay  the  most,  and  not  bound  to  accept  the  ''average 
rates  paid  for  convict  labor  by  odier  contractors;''  and  there  are  no 
stipulations  that  their  took,  fixtures  and  machinery  shall  be  taken 
aad  paid  for,  }f  they  do  not  get  a  contract  when  the  present  one 
expires  f  also,  if  they  fail  to  pay. for.  thirty  days  after  a  monthly 


• 

«oMrfti^ifprfiiit0d,  and  ff««let  thei  cotiviots. 

•  Tiia  fiirmer  contract  with  J;  R.  JBeebd  wm  for  flv0  yMin  froAi 
AftSa  10, 1048,  for  fVom  ten  tolMben  ooavi^,  at  dj%  cents  per 
liafi  at  wagon  making,  pajraeiits  to  be  nade  quarterly,  or  at  the 
'  expiration  of  every  three  months,  and  his  contract  could  not  be 
ibrfeited,  or  l9ie  convicts  taken  ih)ra  him,  on  his  fitilure  to  make  the 
paymenta  as  agreed,  and  also  by  a  stipulation  vidth  the  agent,  at  the 
expiration  of  his  contract,  his  successor  was  to  be  required  to  pur- 
t^ase  al]  the  stock,  tools,  benches  and  other  fixtures  attached  to 
«  the  shop,  thereby  giving  the  contractor  control  of  the  convicts  in 
Ids  employ,  when  his  contract  expired^  The  present  contract  with 
Mm  is  for  five  years  fiom  May  1, 1847,  fer  from  twenty  to  thirty- 
ihre  convicts,  at  thirty-five  cents  per  day,  to  famish  his  own  wood 
for  warming  the  shop,  the  payments  to  be  made  on  the  first  of  eve- 
ery  month  ;  and  in  case  of  .a  non-payment  for  thirty  days,  his  con- 
^  tract  can  be  aiyiulled  by  the  Agent  and  Inspectors ;  and  at  the 
expiration  of  his  contract,  he  stands  on  the  same  level  with  other 
bidders,  the  stipulations  requiring  his  successor  to  purchase  his 
stock,  tools,  &c.,  being  excluded  fVom  the  present  contract.  The 
change  made  in  the  contracts  held  by  Pinney,  Howard  &  Co.,  and 
the  stipulation  of  Uie  agent  with  J.  £.  Beebe,  appeared  to  make  it 
aeo^wary  and  proper  to  extend  the  contract  of  the  latter  for  the 
labor  of  convicts  at  wagbn  making,  as  the  new  contract  then  to  be 
executed  with  Pinney,  Lamson  &  Co.,  was  for  from  sixty  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty  convicts,  and  which,  at  the  expiration  of  Mr. 
Beebe's  contract,  in  April,  1948,  would  have  included  the  convicts 
in  his  employ,  and  the  authorities  would  have  been  precluded  from 
letting  them,  and  as  there  was  no  such  intention  with  either  party » 
and  as  Mr.  Beebe  was  willing  to  pay  one^sixth  more  than  couU  be 
obtained  from  Pinney,  Lamson  &Co.,  it  >yould  have  been  an  ad 
of  injustice  to  him,  and  a.  dereliction  of  duty  to  the  State,  to  have 
deprived  him  of  the  convicts  and  let  them  for  a. less  price. 

The  former  contract  for  making  boots  and  shoes  was  made  with 
G*  H.  Wilcox,  and  by  him  assigned  to  L.  WUcex,  and  which,  was 
for  from  fifteen  to  twenty  convicts,  at  fi>rty  cents  per  day,  for  five 
years,  from  April  1, 1845,  payments  to  be  made  quarterly,^ and  so 
forfeiture  for  non-payment.     L.  WilcQX  assigned  the  contract  to 
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H.  B;  Ritig,  and  a  ii6W  one  w4a  made  witb  Mm  for  from  fifteen  to 
twebty-fi^e  cbimcu,  at  forty  tefatti  per  day,  for  fire  years  froth 
September  1,  1847,  payments  to  be  made  montbiy,  and  tbe  contract 
can  be  annulled  and  declared  Toid  on  the  non-payment  of  a  monthly 
due  for  thirty  days.  The  contract  for  shoemaking  has  heretofbre 
been  the  source  of  much  trouble  and  vexation,  for  the  reason  thi&t 
the  payments  for  the  labor  were  not  regularly  made.  For  the  past 
two  years,  there  has  always  been  from  four  hundred,  to  teTen 
hundred  dollars  due  the  State.  For  this  there  was  in  reality  np 
practical  remedy,  except  to  change  the  contract,  and  in  doing  so, 
to  secure  the  balance  due  to  the  State.;  This  has  been  done,  aa 
when  the  contract  was  sold,  the  officers  did  not  allow  the  transfer, 
until  these  objects  were  secured,.  The  balance  due  qd  this  con- 
tract when  it  was  cancelled,  and  at  that  time  secured^  wfis  $T5V 
Z\%  and  is  not  yet  paid. 

A  cpmparisoD  of  the  old  and  new  contracfs  will  show,  how  much 
to  the  advantage  of  the  State  has  been  tbe  cfaaage.  By  extending 
^e  time,  the  officers  have  been  enabled  to  cancel  the  old  contracts, 
one  of  whicb  at  least,  could  not  have,  been  fulfilled  by  the  State^  if 
tbe  contractors  had  insisted  npon  receiving  what  they  were  entitled 
to  unde^  tbe  contract,  and  aU  of  them  were  objectionable  on  a^ 
count  of  the^  manner  of  payment.  Also,  the  aTera|;e  price  received 
&r  convict  lal>or  is  highei;  than  under  the.  old  eontractg.  and  there  is 
an  annual  saving  in  wood  that  is  estimated  at  three  hundred  cords; 
also,  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  old.  contracts,^  giving  the  coa; 
tractors  a  preference  in  reletting  the  convicts  ajse  e^^cluded  from 
ahe  new  ones.  .      .  .  . 

'.  jWe  canpotbut  e;cpji^ess  oU:r  aatisfactioo.  in  baii^g  a)>leto  state 
that  the  changes,  without  exqeptioui  have  been  ma4eaauaably,iu]d 
ivithout  the  slightest  diffictilty  or  difference-  with  the  contractors, 
and  further,  that  there  is  now^  in  every  department  of  tl|e  prison* 
1^  perfect  good  understanding,  and  a  cordial  co-operation  of  all  con* 
nected  with  the  institution,  in  the  endeavor  to  render  the  adminis- 
tration  of  its  affairs,  vigorous  and  prosperous. 

The  daily  average  of  each  convict  employed  by  contractors  the 
past  thirteen  months  is31§  cents-^this,  we  think,  will  compare 
faVorably  witli  any  institution  of  the  kind^ih  the  other  states.     We 
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fin4tiM  tbe  aiengf  4>f  d«3j  e^rw)P  ^Hch  cQ&viat.uu  ^ 
Aobampritopi  was  22|  cen^  fpr  the^xotr  es^i^gS^pf.  90«.l8.i9, 
wfaich  U  the  data  of  the  last  report  of  the  officeci  of  t^pt  insmoitioi^ 
.  In  the  annual  report  of  the  argent  of  thi«  prison,  fi>r  the  year  end* 
ingOct.  81,  1846,  it  was  suted,  that  thpre  were,  at  that  tiiqe 
pi^ding*  two  of  three  suits,  in  the  circuit  conrt^of  this  comity,  the 
then  agent  and  H.'  B.  Lathrop  being  the  parties;  the  latter  claiming 
damages  from  the  state«  on  account  of  a  certain  contract,  and 
the  foimer,  in  behalf  of  the  State,  claiming  a  balance  due  for 
connrict  labor.  « 

These  suits  still  remain  in  court,  demurreis  hating  been  entered, 
'argued  and  decided,  anc^  it  is  quite  probable  the  litigation  will  be 
protracted,  to  the  detriment  of  both  parties,  unless  some  course  ia 
adopted  fbr  the  settlement  of  the  questions  at  issue.  We  would* 
therefore,  respectfully  recommend  Bome  action  by  the  ensuing  le- 
gislature, by  which  the  board  of  sdite  auditors,  or  some  other  com- 
petent authority,  may  be  endowed  with  foil  power  to  maice  a  fiiir 
^adjostment  of  the  vHiole  matter. 

In  the  last  annual  report  of  the  inspectors,  they  recommendsid 
"diat  such  changes  should  be  made  in  the  laws  as  would  enable 
them  to  render  more  efiectiTe  the  moral  teaching  of  the  convicts. 
'Hose  reconnmendations,  and  the  reasons  given  dierefor,  we  here 
TeneW,  and  aslliey  were  net  acted  upon,  we  would  ask  for  tliem 
your  favorable  attention,  as  it  is  confidently  believed  that  if  the  ofi- 
eers  of  the  prison  were  vested  with  the  proper  authority,  mudi 
could  be  done  towards  the  reformation  of  these  men.  The  appointr 
ment  of  a*  moral  instructor,  or  chapltin,  with  a  salary  suffident  to 
enable  him  to  devote  his  time  exclusively  for  their  benefit,  wocM 
cause  but  little  increase  to '  the  eicpenses  of  the  prison,  aofd,  we 
think,  would  be  a  source  of  nuich  good  to  the  convicti,  and  also  in* 
direcdjT  to  the  state.  The  state  would,  in  our  opinion,  detive  great 
advantage,  if  the  men  eould  receive  more  instruction,  and  the  bene* 
fit  to  them  would  be  invaluable,  if  a  competent  teacher  could  be 
employed  to  devote  his  whole  time  to  their  mental  and  moral  im- 
ptovement 

We  would  also  renew  the  recommendations  made  in  the  last 
annual  report  of 'the  mtpectors,  in  relation  to  the  aalatiea  of  the 


Jomf  Doa  No,  9.  9 

•t  this  office^  This,  we  think,  should  nol  be  so,  for  it  aii4oi4>t041y 
ooels  more,  ibr  thft  senrie^  in  rnsny  cus^f  Ihw  it  should,  and  also, 
that  in  o«r.9piDioQ«  l^is  ej^pense  properly  belongs  to  the  oounties 
sending  die  convjola^  and  that  the  bills  should  be  audited  and  al- 
lowed by  the  siipenriaors  of  said  counties  and  paid  from  the  county 
funds. 

The  contract  for  furnishing  rations  f^r  the  convicts,  was  advertised 
prerious  to,  and  let  on,  the  first  Monday  of  October  last»ae6ii  cents 
per  ration,  to  commence  December  1,  and  to  continue  one  year. 
The  rations  for  the  year  previous  were  furnished  by  contract  for  5 
cents  9}  mills  per  day  ration,  and  the  day  ration  for  that  year  con- 
sisted of  12  ounces  of  pork,  or  20  ounces  b6ef-^12  ounces  wheat 
floor,  not  bolted,  to  be  made  of  good  winter  wheat — 10  ounces  In- 
dian com  mealf  sifted—^  gill  molasses — and  for  each  one  hundred 
rations,  4  quarts  rye,  4  quarts  salt,  2  quarts  vinegar,  4  quarts  white 
beans,  3  bushels  potatoes,  abd  2^  ounces  black  pepper.  During 
the  past  year,  there  was  complaint  from  the  convicts  that  the  quan- 
tity of  com  mqal  was  too  much  in  proportion  for  the  ration,  and 
upon  an  examination,  it  appeared  that  the  complaint  was  well 
groanded,  and  that  the  use  of  that  amount  of  meal  in  the  ration, 
during  the  summer,  was  the  probable  cause  ofdiarrhaoi;  there- 
Ihre,  in  advertising  for  rations  for  the  current  year,  the  proportion 
was  changed,  and  the  ration  now  consists  of  16  ounces  of  wheat 
flour,  unbolted,  to  be  made  of  good  winter  wheati  and  6  ounces  of 
Indian  com  meaU  sifked-— the  other  articles  the  same  as  before. 

Every  necessary  attention,  in  our  opinion,  has  been  paid  to  the 
wants  and  comfort  of  the  convicts,  and  the  examinations  wjbich  we 
have  made  monthly,  have  been  very  satisfoctory,  as  we  have  uni- 
formly foond  the  cells  aad'bedding  cleanly  and  in  good  oondition, 
that  the  provisions  fomished  were  ample  and  of  good  quality,  and 
that  the  convicts  were  cleanly  in  their  persons,  and  comfortably 
elad.  I 

Your  attentbn  is  innted  to  the  teporta  of  the  Agent,  Physician 


^ 
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anil  ChapkiD,  aa  furniahiog  iiili  information  as  to  the  state  of  the 
departments  of  tbe  prison  under  their  char^,  and  It  is  with  plea- 
sure that  we  accord  to  them,  and  to  all  the  officii  coniiected  with 
the  institudon,  the  merit  of  having  fully  and  satisfactorily  discharged 
&eir  duties. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

mCHAEL  SHOEMAKER, 
LEWIS  BASCOM, 
JOSEPH  B.  PIERCE, 

State  Prison  Office,     \ 
Jackam,  Die.  22,  1847. ) 


♦• 


0» 
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MONTHLY  REPORTS. 

(No.  1.) 

I 

To  the  hspecCor  of  the  8taU  PrUm: 

The.foUonriDg  is  a  cocreet  etfttemeat  of  n^onejnt  received  and  ex- 
pended on  accoust  of  «aid  prison,  dnrttig  die  nwoA  andlfig  Nor. 
30th.  1946. 

Balance  brought  forward.  $3  10 

/  CASH    RECEIYVD    THIS    MONTH. 

Lobar  C<miract»Si,  H.  Wilcox,  Vtl^  00 

D.  Fisher  &  Co.  150  36 


CfmmdM  DeponU--^,  Donnelly 
P.  D.  Labady, 
W.  Spriagscead, 

St€Ue  Prison — McGee,  for  hog, 


17 
30 


I       ■  h 


CASH  ExPKifM»  .vtta  flsomp 
BfUiom — J.  Sumner,  in  part  for  Novevdbiar. 
GiM^if— W.  H.  Palmer        ''  "    . 

Clothmg  and  Bedding^P.  Sheldon  and  E. 

Jenning,  socks, 
HotpUoL — Z.  Ransom;  crackers, 
J.  B.  Van  Patten ;  milk 

AiiUk^  and  Rq>air9—yir.  R.  Williams; 

'  "pine  lumber  and  freight. 
Discharged  ConvicU — ^AUen  Spratt, 
Convide  DeponteM'-^      do        do 
JBwtfflfcgQW— D.  M.  Preacott;  broflffais,. 

Bagg  &?  Hai^n;  adrertising, 


184  36 


» 

7« 

2  00 

• 

1 

z , 

F-- 

f 

•100  00 

16  70 

m 

..  1  65 

83  50 

1 

;  1 

195 

•   5  45 

4  70 

3  00 

J     • 

68 

:iSr76 

§  OOi 

■ 
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J»  E.  Beebe ;  old  baro,  6  00 

M.  Dorrill;  bMketo,  50 

US5 

Balance  oihand,  43  66 


$190  27 


'  Stati  Prison  Ofpici,  Jackson,  Dec.  7,  1646« 

8kUe  of  Michigan^  Cknmty  if  Jaxikmm. 

A.  Ferris,  Agent,  and  W.  Budington,  Clerk  of  the  State  Prison 

4t  Jaekion,  hein^-  didgr:  avrotn,  depose  and  say»  that  the  foregoing 

ilMemeitf  .for  Novenli^,  164i,  is  oemct  md  truot  aooording  to  te 

best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

A.  FERRIS, 

W.  BUDINGTON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me,  December  7, 1847, 

I.  C.  Backus,  President  Board  of  Inspectors. 


(No.  2.) 
To  the  hupectoTM  of  the  StaU  Priian: 

The  folio wi^ff  is  a  correct  statement  of  theJBOiieye«fqceivod  and 
Expended  on  sccount  of  said  prison,  during  the  month  ending  De- 
cember 81,  1846.  < 
^fdenoe-on  handy  brought  forwvd,  #43  85 

CASH  ucanrin  this  month. 
8uue  Treowry— InipeotCfr's  OertiAettte, 
Lt^eif  'Ooniract*r-D.  Fisher  tfe  Co. 
Camficti  Depoeitet — J.  H.  Simons, 
W.  Liringston, 


Stafe  P^«oii**Taik>r's  shop, 

0.  Case;  horMS  and  wagon, 
P.  Dicl^nson ;  stone, 

1.  B.  Ring;        do 


&00  00 

100  «0 

2  #6 

2^4 

2  50 

5  60 

155  00 

48  66 

2  40 

M8  16 

•857  00 

CASH  BXPKNDBD  THIS   MONTH. 

Raiion^'^.  Sumner,  bal.  for*November,  tlM  tt 

<?t«fJi— W.H.PAhiier,    ''       '»  |^««3 


Jourr  Hoc.  ffo^  8;- '  •  H 

B.  F.  Gleason,  2  days,  2  tO 

*  7  men,  933  33  each,  for  Ncm   '  298  81 

;  ,.  ■ 'awii4 

Chi/ling  and  Adding — Sarah.  Porter  and  Mrs. 

Roberts;  socks,  "  .        6  00 

Diickarged  OmvieU — ^W.  F.  Perry^  A.  Heis« 

cher,  L.  Farrall  and  W.  Plynn,  83 

each,  .      .  .      .  '  12  00 

Building  and  Repairs — ^P.  T.  Lowe;  bat.  acc't 

for  nails,  iron,  &:c.  18.  39 

W.  Ferris ;  brick,                        '  39  90 

J,  Donnelly;  work  in  quarry,  5  00 


(kUi and  Hay-^A.  Ford;  oaU,  7  12 

M.  Shoemaker;  shDmi,i  It  18 


68  29 


19  30 


Sttme  Qikirry— P.  Dkkinson^  on  atd*t  of  i^iir- 

chase,  *  iS'tH 

G.  Ccse;  de  d»  :        181^  80 

■  ■■  I         828  85 

lCiedlaneou3^^W.  Budington;  expenses  to  De- 
troit, 

Johnson  tc  Hawley;  legal  serrices, 

A.  fc  J.  McFarhad;  euftey  nib,  . 

Presoott  tc  Nichols;  brooms, 

Balance  oaJiand« 


7  00 

20  00 

» 

tM 

• 

8cr88< 

• 

35  80 

107  39 

•857  60 


Stats  Prison  Orrici,  JvcKsoNt  Jati.  V,  1817, 

State^^^MMig^mt^^MtOst^^'J^^^  * 
JU  Ferris,  Agent,  and  W.  BudingmtCh^^  ^  9*^^  P^fMi 
at  Jaekson,  beii^g  duly  sworp,  depose  si^ii^M  |lNMMiibi«Birii|g 
itateBBent  for  J>#eember,  1848,  ie.e<i|i«cft«frf«niVMB9adi|i|  to  the 
best  of  thei^knowledge  and  belieC  • 

Sohacribed  and  sworn  before  me^  Jab.  4»  1847. 
I.  C.  9AGSVS,  PtwidaU  Board  qf  hipedors. 
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(No.  3.) 
Th  the  Itupeoteirf  tf  the  State  Pri$em^ 

The  following  is  a  correct  statement  of  moneys  received  and 
expended  on  accoant  of  said  prison  during  the  month  ending  Jan- 
nary  81,  1847: 

Balance  on  hand  brought  forward,  tl07  39 

CASH  BECIIVKD  THIS  MONTH. 

State  TVeoimy — ^Inspectors*  certificate, 
Labor  Cm^oct^— H.  Degraff, 
State  Pristm — ^Tapor's  shop  and  sundries, 
Balance  over  paid  this  month, 


>       :  ;  CASH  SXPENOED  T9i»  lCONT». 

Rations — ^W.  R.  Reynolds,  for  December, 
Guardi — 8  tfap,.|33  33  each,  for  December, 
CJothmg  and  BeUkg—H.  DeGMff,  socks, 

Chandter^  Co..  do 

J.  McCoqnell,  materials, 

A.  Bennett,  do 

BitSdmg  and  Repairs — H.  .DieGra&i  lumber, 
iron;  nails,' &c., 
M.  C'tlraves,  pump  logs, 

WML,  Oil,  Sfc, — Raney  6c  Cornell,  lamp  oil, 
J.  McConnell,  do 

C.  dc  J.  P.  If9tt^,  wood^    . 

Oaie  and  ^y— J.  MaConneAi  oats, 
Jft>piW".Z.  Ransom,  erdotters, 
ARtoilhHMiM^W:  FjfMtf,  jMMflage,'  1  qr., 
fl.  OitfGtfdQ'Kfdton  articles, 
Agent's  expenses  to  Detn>it, 
W.  Rw' IMUiems,  l^ight  and  cartage, 
'  A.  B^ttireH,  brooms, 


600  00 

337  34 

9  06 

2  72 

S956  51 

» 

•S41  69 

• 

266  64 

S17  67 

9  00 

11  54 

i  18 

• 

42   39 

188  es 

7  69 
28  12 

IM  34 

39  43 

lOQ  00 

167  65 

2  00 

« 

4*00 

4  15 

• 

14  02 

• 

••8  25 

■ 

1  98 

6  00 

.\ 


I 


>      •     .  » 


JourrDoa  N^.9«  15 


J.  M,-  Hplbrook,  rejMitriiig  pistoh,  75 

H.  Tfapipp9on»  recording  deed,     .  75 


35  90 


•956  51 

Stati  PiueoN  Qfpicb.  Jackaon,  Feb.  1,  1847. 

State  ofMicUgant  CawUy  of  JaekHnu 
At  Ferris,  agent,  and  W.  Budington^  clerk,  of  th^  sta^  prison  ^ 
Jac^n,  being  duly  sworn,  degpose  and  s^,*  that  the  foregoing 
statement  for  Januaryi  1847b  is  correct  avd  true,  according  to  the 
bett  of  their,  knowledge  and  belie£ 

.4.  FERRIS,        '" 
' .  W.  BUDINGTON,' 

1  ,  .1 

I 

Subscribed  andjiwom  before  me,,  Kali.  l»  1847*    '    /  .  .1 

I.  C.  Backus,  PreaH  Board  of  hupectors. 


4  I 


fNo.4.)  .      ,    ', 

To  the  hupectori  of  the  State  Prison: 

T^rfollowing.ia  a  correct  statement  of  moneys  received  and  ex- 
pended on  account  of  said  prison, 'during' the  mtjntb  eiidlaf  Febn^ 
•ry«8,  1847: 

CASH  BECEivED  TSnsateiiai 
TMied  Statei^'Box  support  of  oonvieM^itfos.  to  Ja».  1^   l^>  .85  90 
Labor  Omiratt9»^V\unej,  Howard  tc  Co.,      t^lS  48.'; 


D.  Fkher  &  Co., 

dM  I'i'     ' 

J.  E.  Beebe, 

303  §6  '  . 

He  De'GSkiifi; 

Mitt  >    '' 

G.  H,  Wilcox, 

302  01  > 

• 

1  455  flf> 

Ofi9Kip4Ai  Deponte» — John  RiJajTi 

.    w         J»^ 

Btate  Pruonr^.Gr.  McOrack^n,  Jm^rrpitg,., 

■■  ft  w  . . 

P.  B,  Ring,  stone, 

•  «2..f»4  .:  I. 

'     J.  Kanei  tailoring, 

«  <*        -4 

'  N.  i  Temm^  dor      r    ,  . 

■    .5-M    ■  \,>  ■•    • 

W.  H>P«]mer  and  .otliers,>  tatloting^  *  I 

• 

.  ^  ;i                          . .  \>  /  '  -1 

*      ■  .     ,  •    •  11        1 

1^ 


Joint.  Doc.  No.  8. 


P.  Dickinson,  ilei|^', 
J.  Hardgrave,  cloth« 


12*00  ' 
3  00 


\  - 


Balance  orerpaid  broggbt  forward, 

CASH    EXPENDED   THIS    MONTH. 

HatiaM^W,  R.  Reynolds,  for  Janaary, 
Guard* — 8  men,  $33  34  each,      do 
Clothing  and  Bedding — L.  Kassick  &  Co.,  ma- 

teritb.  #    4J5 

Pione^Tt  Howard  &  Co.,  materials,         821  6d 
Berry  &  Rice,  do  88  51 

L.  Wilcox,  sfaoea  voA  meit Atig,  lOS  38 


Bmlding  and  Ripair*-^.  E.  Beebei  black- 

smithing,  89  45 

L.  Wilcox,  lumber,  86  18 

J.  Hardgrave,  cistern,  7  00 

D.  F.  Dwigfat,  lime  acc't,  100  00 


m0» 


Di^bkirfml  OmlriaU-^li,  M4  NBBerr  Thsmu  Brapnaa 
and  E.  Bostock,  each  $3, 

CkmvicU  Di^poittet— Bk  Beiteak» 

Wood,  OK,  ii.'^uaei  SiufWrn^  wrod,  1  00 

J.  E.  Beebe,                        do  4#  10 

T.  H.  Emm,  bill  lamp  oil,  100  W 

L.  Kassick  tc  Co.,    do  17  *  40 

J.  Haatiaga,  wood,  11  00 : 

G.  Dbiris,        do  1  70 


OaU  and  Hay — L.  Kassick  fc  Co.,  hay, 
Hotpiial — Pimiey,  Howard  ifeCo.,  sundries, 
John  Kane,  milk, 


3  94 

6  65 


8imu  Qmrrjfi  P.  Diekinsoo,  on  acc't  of  povchM^       ^ 
JtitscWygwgwti  M  P,  B.  Riag«.tofaaece»  ate.,  3  68 

Pinney,  Howard  &  Co.,        do  14  89 


59  59 
$1,598  63 

$      8  72 

.    242  32 

26*  72 


511  66 


Itt  58 

0.00 
1  00 


179  40 
7  $3 


9  59 
•8  00 


Joint  Dqa  No.  a  n 

Berrjr  6c  Aice,  coopering,  7  75 

Agent's  expenses  to  Detroit,  8  00 

83  76 

Bekmce  on  hand,  63  75 


$h5Q^  68 
State  Prison  Office,  Jackson,  March  1,  1847.    "   * 

State  of  MkJugany  CmaUyofJacki&H,  " 

A  Ferris,  agent,  and  W.  Bodington,  clerk,  of  tbe  state  prison  ai 

Jackson,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say,  that  the  foregoing  state- 

ment  for  Febmaiy,  1847,  is  oorrect  and  trne,  accovding  to  the  best 

of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

A.  FERRIS,  V 

W.  BUDINGTON. 

Subscribed  and  swora  before  me,  March  1,  1347<« 

I,  C.  Backus,  Preset  Board  qflmpectors. 


(No.  5.) 
To  the  btspeciors  of  the  State  Prison : 

The  following  is  a  correct  statement  of  moneys  received  and  ex- 
pended on  account  of  said  prison  during  the  month  ending  March  31,' 
1847 : 

Balance  on  hand  brought  forward,  963  75 

CASH  RECEIVED  THIS  MONTH. 

State  Treasury — ^Inspectors  certificate,  500  Op 

Lobar  Contracts — Pinney,  Howard  &  Co.,  $253  85 
G.  H-  Wilcox,  8  80 

D.  Fisher  &  Co.,  13  00 


275  15 


Convicts  Dq)otites—W,  Barrett,  71c,  Tho's  D. 

Abbott,  $7  00,  7  71 

Fwttor#— Balance  on  hand  Nov.  17,  1846,  84  70 

Amom^  received  to  March  31, 1847,  60  55 


165  25 


State  Prison — E.  Smith,  note  for  waggon,  37  44 

D.  C.  Champlin  and  others,  tailoring,  dec,  16  23 
2 


Id 


Joint  Doc.  No.  8. 


R.  Grahani,  carting  earth, 
B.  F.  Claflin,  old  cart, 


6  89 
10  00 


70  06 


$1081  92 


CASH  SXPKNDSD   THIS  MONTH. 

Batiofu — W.  R.  Reynolds,  for  February, 
Onardf-^  mefn^  #33  33  each,        do 
Ciaiking€md  Bedding — M.  DorriU,  articles  for 
convict, 
Pinney,  Howard  &  Co.,  materials, 

Discharged  Convicti^^W,  Simmons,  Hannah  J. 
Elmore,  H.  Pool,  W.  Springsted,  J. 
H.  Simons  and  M.  Sellers,  each  $3, 
Mary  Ann  Kirkham, 

ConvicU  Depasites — M.  Sellers, 
Mary  Ann  Kirkham, 
J.  H.  Simons, 

Htrnpilal—T,  D.  Trimble,  spectacles,  $1  00 

J.  Kane,  sundries.  2  25 

BuHding  and  Repairs — Orendorf  &  Root,  lumber      75 
Pinney,  Howard  6c  Co.,  brick;  83  00 

W,  Ferris,  do  4  00 


t217  99 

266  64 

•8  04 

80  09 

. 

93  03 

18  00 

2  00 

20  00 

•1  00 

*>v    *#v 

3  78 

3  51 

Wood,  Oa,  4x:.-lw.  Cheeny, 

wood, 

$22  50 

H.  Graves, 

do 

7  25 

D.  C.  Champlin, 

do 

4  05 

J.  C.  Todd, 

do 

1  25 

F.  Morlin, 

do 

19  19 

H.  Fields, 

do 

70  00 

P.  LaRue, 

do 

18  63 

W.  W.  Peterson, 

do 

50  00 

J.Todd, 

do 

• 

20  00 

R.  Graham, 

do 

28  50 

« 

Thos.  Barnes, 

do 

87  75 

8  29 


8  25 


37  75 


279  12 


1 


Joint  Doc.  No.  S#.  14 

Miscettaneow — Pinneyi  HbwBrd  &:  Co.,  tohae- 

CO  and  eoap»  t4  75 

C.  W.  Fitch,  Cfctpiain,  salftry  6  xnontbt,  60  00 

W.  R.  Wmiamt,  freigln  and  cartage,  1  38 

A.  M.  Barber,  percuBsion  caps,  20 

A«  ForriSf  Agent,  expenaea  to  Detroit,  15  00 

Charged  State  of  Michigan,  10  00 

81  33 

(The  two  last  iteoM  allowed  by  Board  of  Auditors.) 

Balance  on  hand,  74  62 


•1081  92 


State  Prison  Office,  Jackson,  April  1,  1847. 

State  of  Michigan^  County  of  Jackson, 
J.  H.  Titus,  Agent,  and  W.  Budington,  Clerk  of  the  State  Pris- 
on at  Jackson,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say,  that  the  Ibrego* 
ing  statement  for  March,  1847,  is  correct  and  true,  according  to  the 
best  6f  their  knowledge  and  beUe£ 

J.  H.  TITUS, 
W.  BUDINGTON. 
Sebecribed  and  sworn  before  ine,  April  5, 1847. 

M.  Shoemaker,  Proit.  Board  of  Iitipoeiom, 

(No.  6.) 
Tb  the  Inspecttn-s  of  the  8iate  Prison : 

The  following  is  a  correct  statement  of  moneys  received  and  ex- 
pended on  account  of  said  prison,  during  the  month  ending  April 
8Q«  1847.  • 

Balance  on  hand  brought  forward,  f  74  6d 

CASH   RECEIVED   THIS    MONTH. 

State  TVaz^rsf^Inspectors'  certificate*  500  00 

Labor  ContracU — Pinney,  Howard  k,  Ca,       t241  VX 
D.  Fisher  &  Co.,  16  00 


St4tU  Prison — ^Pinney,  Howard  &  Co.,  sundries,         85 
C.  Howard  and  others,  tailoring,  20  09 


257  12 


20  94 


CmmaU  Deposites-^W.  Barrett,  26 

Visitors — ^Amount  receited  this  month,  16  47 

t860  40 


n 


.  Joi9T  Doq.  N^.  8. 


CASH  BXPEKlpD  (TflPA  HOWB 

RaiieM'^W,  R.  Reynolds,  for  March, 
ChiartU — ^tu  ]iait  to  .mtdtj  guttsiBr&f  Mvok, 

Co.|  materials, 
W.  R.  Reynolda,  mafceriaiay 
A.  Fdnis,  do 

Wood,  OH,  Sfc. — E.  Taylor,  wood, 
J.  Darling,  do 

R.  Grahanii  do 

W.  W.  Peterson,  do 
W.  R.  Reynolds,  do 
R.  W.  Chamberlain)     do 


A.  LyoD, 


do 


IM  10 

3  as 

3  00 


Sherffp^  Esppefueg'-i-S,   E.  Millett,  1  convict 
from  Eaton  county, 
O.  Hough,  1  do.  from  Lenawee  county, 
A.  Harnden,  1  do.  from  Hillsdale  co., 


Oat9  and  Hay — H.  Norton,  #ats, 
Ston^  Quarry — G.  Case,  on  aoc'tof  purdiase,      05  00 
P.Dickinson,  da  do  35  00 


14  19 

9  50 

10  00 

27  56 

50  04 

9  75 

7  37 

20  00 

19  00 

15  00 

Building  and  Repairs — W.  Ferris,  brick,  3  00 

W.  R.  Reynolds,  lead,  3  92 

W.  R.  Williams,  freight  and  cartage,         4  00 


Fugitives — B.  H.  Curtiss,  reward, 

Miicdlaneous — A.  Ferris,  stove  pipe,  &c.,  6  58 
W.  F.  Storey,  postage  1  qr.,  3  79 
Higby  k  Moody,  services  for  commit- 
tee of  investigation,  10  00 
W.  R.  Williams,  freight  and  cartage,  2  32 

Balance  on  hand. 


<232  58 
50  94 


136  99 


129  25 


54  00 

2«a 


120  00 


10  92 
6  59 


22  64 
102  86 

«M49 


SxAX&  Prison  Officb,  Jackson,  May  1,  1847. 


^  9 

JoitT  Dbob  Now*  %i  %t 

BiaU^MUkigtm,  C&untyofJatlufm. 
J.  H.  TitH»,  aig^t,  and  W.  B«dligioD,  clerk,  of  tlM^«feiM  pri«on, 
^  Jkekflon,  beiQg  dul/  si^oro,  dagoM  and.  say^  that  the  foregoinf 
atalement  for  Apri},  1847^  ia  correct  and  true,  according  to  the  best 
of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

J.  H.  TITUS, 
W.  BUDTNGTON, 
Subacribed  and  sworn  before  me,  May  3,  1847. 

tt.  SiioaitAKSH,  Tret^t  Board  of  In^^ecton*  , 


(No.  7.) 
To  the  Inspectors  of  the  State  Prison: 

The.  following  is  a  correct  statement  of  moneys  received  and  ex- 
pended on  account  of  said  prison,  during  the  month  ending  Mia^ 
31, 1847. 

Balance  on  hand,  brought  forward,  tl02  86 

CASH   RKCEIVED   THIS    MONTH. 

LaJbar  Caniracts^Finwf,  Kovnrd  k  Co.  $1735  4^ 

U.D^Graif,  275  00                  v 

J.  E.  Beebe,  312  93 

Q.  H.  Wilcox,  2M  92 

D.  Fbher  &  Co.  72  2f7 


^i*.^ 


Camfkt  DepasUeS'-^.  W.  Rose,  1  50 

W.  Livingston,  1  50 

State  Pmon-^-Scboonmaker;    in  part  for  en- 
gine, 50  00 
•E.  Dixon  and  others;  tailoring,  &c.  29  16 
J.  Kane ;  rent,  8  92 


2,629  87 


3  00 


88  0« 

HrAlorf— J.  Kane ;  am't  in  his  hands,  7  63  i 

Am't  received  this  monA,  24  98  32  61 


$2856  42 


CASH   EXPENnm  '  TniS  MONTH. 

Rations— Vf.  R.  Reynolds;  for  April,  221  37 

do            do             May,  230  44 

Ouards^^  men*  $33  34,  for  April,  266  72 


451  81 


ti  JoiiiT  Doc  No.  i. 

8    "    t88  83    "  UMf.  266  64 


Clothing  and  Bedding^Vinney,  Howard  &  Co. 

materially  142  SS 

L.  Wilcox ;  shoes  and  meodiog,  97  25 

J.McConneD;  thread,  3  &0 

Berry  6c  Rice;  materials,  7  26 

Wood,  OH,  4^c.— R.  W.  Chamberiatti ;  wood  22  25 

J.E.Beebe;                                    do  29  81 

L.  Wilcox;                                      do  76  35 

C.  &  J.  P*  Loud;                              do  140  00 

H.  Fields;                                         do  22  63 


750  67 


250  39 


291  04 

Sherifi  Ej^paues-^B.MenA)  1  convict  from  Cass  Co.,  27  68 

Oats  and  Haif^J.  McConnell;  shorts,  5  80 

Berry  &  Rice;  oats,  4  41 

10  21 

Stone  Quarry — ^P.  Dickinson;  bal.  on  purchase,  62  62 

BuUding  and  Repairs — L.Wilcox;  lumber,  11  88 

A.  Ferris,  do  6  19 
E.L,  Jones:  paints  and  oil,  13  36 
W.  Bttdington;  pine  lumber,                       1  60 

G.  F.  Girrdner;  lead,  3  50 

<^6  43 

Hospital — Pinney,  Howard  &  Co.;  tea,  &c.  1  33 

J.  L.  Toby;  medicine,  28  00 

E.L.Jones,      do  109  87 

Z.Ransom;  crackers,  2  80 

141  50 

Prison  Libraty-^A,  McFarran ;  books,  50  00 

Cdmmcts  Deposites — ^W.  Livingston,  4  44 

Discharged  Convicts —        do  3  00 

]iSsoellaneot»^Vmnej,  Howard  &  C04  tinners 

tools,  &;c.  8  29 

J.  Hursh ;  pails,  baskets,  &c.  1  09 

J.  E.  Beebe ;  blacksmithing,  23  19 

Do           apron  skins,  &a  4  50 

S.  Weston ;  brooms,  3  13 

B.  F.  Gleaaon;  paper  and  soap,  38 
A.  F.  Fitch ;  peach  trees,  3  00 


JoiKT  Dog.  No«  8.  93 

H.  H.  Oilbert ;  UiWa  goose  and  hone,  2  #0 

E.L. Jones;  stadonerj^  4  50 

B.L.  Warner;  tar,  I  00  . 

G.  F.Ghirdner;  pails,  powder,  &c.  1  69 

Berry  it  Rice ;  brooms  and  tobacco,  2  07 

M  24 

Balance  on  hand,  720  39 


82856  42 


Statb  Prison  Office,  Jackson,  June  1, 1847. 

State  of  Michigan^  Cknmtif  of  Jackwn, 
J.  H.  Titus,  Agent,  and  W.  Budington,  Clerk  of  the  State  Prison 
at  Jackson,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say,  that  the  foregoing 
statement  for  May,  1847,  is  correct  and  true,  according  to  the  best 
of  their  knowledge  and  belief.  J.  H.  TITUS, 

W.  BUDINGTON. 
Sabecribed  and  sworn  before  me,  July  6,  1847, 

Lewis  Bascom,  Prendent  pro  tern.  Board  of  Impectort, 

(No.  8.) 
To  Oic  Inspectors  of  t?te  State  Prison : 

The  following  is  a  correct  statement  of  moneys  receiyed  and  ex* 
pended,  on  account  of  said  prison  during  the  month  ending  June 
30th,  1847. 
Balance  on  hand,  brought  forward,  $720  30 

CASH    RBCEnrSD   THIS    MONTk. 

Xa&^  Contracts^Q.  H.  Wilcox,  50  00 

Slate  Prison — Vanderlynn  &  Loud ;  stone,  7  75 

Visitors — ^Am't  received  this  month,  30  57 


•808  71 


CASH   EXPENDED   THIS   MONTH. 

Clothing  and  Bedding — Brown  &  Savage;  sheet- 
ing and  thread,  ^  $83  14 
Wood.  Oil,  Sfc — C.  &  J.  P.  Loud ;  wood,               9  75 

D.  A.  Gal  way;  lamp  oil,  301  13 

310  88 

Sherif's  Eapenses^-'E,  H.  Spaulding;  1  convict 

from  Washtenaw  county,  0  25 

E.  V.  Cicolt ;  6  do  from  Wayne  co.  40  85 

50  10 


24  JoxW  Ddc.  No.  8. 

Building  and  jfc?pa  w— R.  W.  Olbmberliiin  *, 

pumplog^,  1  00 

J.  B.  Eatbn ;  lumber,  7  00 

F.  Bensoti ;  hauling  san^  0  M) 


17  60 


0^9uU  Dtpotkt — W.  Beach,  74c ;  Thos,  Ab- 
bott, $7  00 ;  J.  C.  Clark,  $1  12 ;  W. 
Barrett,  31c.  9  17 

DiscJiorged  Convicta — S.  Green,  S.  Van  Am- 

burgh  and  J.  C .  Clark,  each  «3,  0  00 

Miscettaniou$--^W,  R.  Williame;  freight  and 

cartage,  5  00 

A.  Temple ;  paper,  3  50 

E.  L.  Jones ;  tobacco,  9  30 


17  80 


Balimce  on  hand,  311  12 

«808  71 


State  Prison  Officb,  Jackson,  July  1,  1847. 

Stale  of  Michigan  t  County  of  Jaelcwn  : 
J.  H.  Titus,  Agent,  and  W.  Budingtop,  Clerk  of  the  State  Prison 
at  Jackson,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say,  that  the  foregoing 
statement  for  June,  1847,  is  correct  a^d  true,  according  to  the  best 
of  tbeir  knowledge  and  belief.  J.  H.  TITUS, 

W.  BUDINGTON. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me,  Jujy  6, 1847, 

Lewis  Babcom,  Presidtnt  pro  tern.  Board  of  Imjpectors, 


(No.  9.) 
7b  rte  hupectors  of  the  State  Prison : 

The  following  is  a  correct  statement  of  moneys  received  and  ex- 
pended on  account  of  said  prison,  during  the  month  ending  July 
31, 1847 : 

Balance  on  hand  brought  forward,  $311  12 

CASH   RECEIVED   THIS   MQNTH. 

l^bor  ContracU-^J.  £.  Beebe,  #325  65 

Pinney,  Lamsou  &  Co..  400  00 

G.  H.  Wilcox,  50  00 

776  65 

QmmU  Dtponiu^W.  Barrett,  05 


St>iHT  D06.  No;-& 


ViiUort — Amount  receWed  this  month, 


2  99 
QS  06 


0A8H   SXPEftDtW  TMJII    WWW- 

Ailtcwf— W.  R.  Reynolds,  for  June, 

Guardi — 8oien«  $33  33  each,  do 

Clothing  and  Bidding — J.  H.  Taylor,  pr  boots, 

Shmfi'   Expeme^^    J.  L.  Huntington,  1  convict  from 

Ingham  county. 
Building  and  Repairs — Thos.  Barnes,  timber,     t  ^  tlO 

D.  F.  D  wight,  lime  acc't, 

W.  Wing,  timber, 

Oais  and  Hay — H.  MMber,  hay, 
IHackmged  CanvicU — Leri 
Miiedlaneam*-^.  B.  B^ebe,  blaeksmhb  bill» 

W.  F.  Story,  postage  1  qr, 

Hayden  &  Co.,  transportation, 

W.  R.  Williams,        do 

Balance  on  hand, 


$1,147  78 
I 

•228  78 

.266  6^ 

75 

7  So 


to  00 

2  00 

35  00 

3  00 

8  00 

3SM 

6  61 

27  78 

12  58 

84  57 
516  64 

$1,147  78 

State  Pbisqn  Office,  Jackson,  Aug, 2, 1847. 

Stotfi  tf  Michigan^  CmaUycfJf^ckson. 

J.  H.  Titus,  agent,  and  W.BudJpgton,  clerk,  of  the  state  prison, 

being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say,  that  the  foregoing  statement  for 

July,  1847,  is  correct  and  true,  according  to  the  best  of  their 

knowledge  and  belief. 

J.  IJ.  TITUS, 

W.  J3UDINOT0K. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me,  Aug.  2, 1847. 

M.  Shoemaker,  PresH  Board  of  Inspectors. 


(No.  10.) 
To  the  Inspectors  of  the  State  Prison: 
The  following  is  a  correct  statement  of  moneys  receired  and  ex. 


JoiMT  Doob  No.  8, 


ponded  on  accouot  of  aoid  priiOli4«ring  tbo  motilh  eadiog  AugHit 
31,1847: 

Balance  on  hand  brought  forward, 


$518  54 


CASH  RECEITBD  THIS  MONTH. 

Lahar  OnUraeU — Pintiey,  Laaiaon  k^  Ca,  •458  77 

J.  E.  Beebe,  12  00 

G.  H.  Wilcox,  105  84 

H.  DeOraff,  50  32 


8UUe  Prison — O.  C.  Freeman  and  others,  tai- 

loriog,  kc,9 
VisUar» — Am't  received  this  month, 


CAfH  EXPENDED  THIS  MONTH. 

r — ^W.  R.  Reynolds  for  July, 
Guards^S  men,  $3<  34  each    do  $266  73 

E.  VanWie,  8  do  8^2 


Chthimg  and  Bedding — Pinney,   Lamson  dr 

Co.,  materials,  SllO  11 

M.  Dorrill,  articles,  4  00 

L.  Wilcox,  shoes  and  mending,  95  63 

Building  mnd  Repairs — F.  Benson,  hauling  stone    5  25 

Pinney,  Lamson  ic  Co.,  lumber,  4  80 

M.  Dorrill,                         do  59  59 

do                           brick,  18  07 

L.  Wilcox,  lumber,  2  10 


Oais  and  Hay — Jas.  Ganaou,  oats, 

A.  M.  Barber,  pasUiring  horse, 
H.  Mosher,  hay, 

Discharged  ConvicU — ^W.   Anderson,  J.  Van 
Wormer  and  J.  O.  Donohue,  each  $8 
HafpitaJr-^.  F.  Gardner,  crackers  and  pails, 
J.  Webb,  crackers, 


2  25 

3  42 
7  00 


2  41 

2  25 


626  93 

51  13 

16  03 

81212  63 


8287  95 


275  44 


209  74 


89  91 


11  67 
9  00 


O.  C.  FrwiMir  fliilb 
J.  W.  Burgeis,  ftiHriii^ 

1  88 
I  38 

Miicdlaneou9 — Pinnej,  Lamsoii  &  Co.,  buck- 
ets an  coopering, 
M.  Dorrill  ^  casks, 
W.  tL  Williams,  freight  and  cartage, 
J.  Culver,  doctoring  horse, 

24  36 

2  SO 

80 

5  00 

Balance  on  hand, 

4f 


7  92 


32  75 
338  25 

81212  63 

■  111  I  ti^^^^p^^^^^. 

State  Prison  Office,  JacksoD,  September  f^l,  1847. 

State  <^  Mkkiganf  OmjUp  ^  Jackion. 

J.  H.  Titusy  agent,  and  W.  Budiogtoii,  clerk  of  the  State  Pxiscm 

Sit  Jackson,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say  that  the  feregoing 

statement  for  August,  1847,  is  correct  and  trucy  according  to  the 

beat  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

J.  H.  TITUS, 

W,  BUDINGTON. 

Sabscribed  and  sworn  before  me  October  4, 1847, 

M.  Shoemaker,  Preset  Board  of  Inspectors, 


(No.  11.) 
Jh  the  Inspectors  qftJie  State  Prison : 

The  following  is  a  correct  statement  of  moneys  received  and' ex- 
pended on  account  of  said  prison,  during  the  month  ending  Sep* 
tember  30,  1847 : 

Balance  on  hand  brought  forward,  Q338  25 


CASH   RECEIVED   THIS    MONTH. 


IJo^^r  Obii^ad^— Pioney»Lamson&;Co.|        8801  56 
J.  £.  Beebe,  100  00 


901  56 


Camncts  Deposites^^ .  T.  Cortwright,  2  00 

State  Prison — Pinney,  Lamson  k  Co.,  sundries,  66  08  « 

O.  C.  Freeman  and  others,  tailoring,  2  68 

68  71 

Tisitors — Amount  received  this  month,  25  81 

•1,888  88 


fiS  Jooft  SOfC  No.  6. 


CASH  SXFBimBD  TBA 

.Rolumt— W.  R.  RoTiioldfl,  for  AugotfC,  #22$!  73 

(?«arif^*-8  inen»  fU  8S  each^     do  26i  64 

Clothmg  and  Bedding — Pinney,  LamBon  &  Co.,  mate- 
rials, 00  26 
Buildmg  and  Repairs — M.  Shoemaker,  lumber,  624  50 

E.  L.  Jones,  paints  and  oilf  5  25 

29  75 


Wood,  Oil,  ^.—J.  Owen  &  Co.,  lamp  oil,        101  20 

Sumner  6c  Bennett,  wood,  5  50 

106  70 

Discharged  CkmvicU — G.  Hopkins,  A.  Brownell,J.  Han- 
nahs, J.  H.  Crane  and  Geo,  Staley,  each  69,  15  00 

Haspital^'B.L.JotieSi  medicines,  04  75 

MisedlaneouB — D.  Harkness,  ashes,  84 

J.  Huntoon,  basket,  50 

M.  Dorrill,        do  1  00 

Finney,  Lamson  &  Co.,  bui^ets,  Bcc^  5  82 

I.  S.  Miller,  tobacco,  15  00 

23  16 

Balance  on  hand,  510  34 


61,836  88 


State  Prison  Office,  Jackson,  September  30,  1847. 

State  of  Michigan,  County  of  Jackson, 

X  H.  Titus,  agent,  and  W.  Budington,  clerk,  of  the  state  prison, 
at  Jackson,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say,  that  the  foregoing 
statement  for  September,  1847,  is  correct  and  true,  according  to  the 

m 

best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

J.  H.  TITUS, 

W.  BUDlNOtON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me,  October  4, 1847. 

M.  SBOiBiiAKEa,  JVtf'^  Board  qf  Lmpeetors,    . 


(No,  1-2.) 
To  the  Inspect^s  of  the  State  Prison  : 

Th^  following  is  a  correct  statement  of  moneys  received  and  ex- 
pended on  account  of  said  prison  during  the  month  ending  October 
81, 1847  s 


Jouif  J>fie.  I^r9,  lit 

Balance  on  band  tMMf^l  Smywfi4,  tNO  A  A 

CASH  BBOBITBD  TUB  HMHII0. 

Labor  CmUractt^'Pinmff  I^maaa  ic  Co.,        $US  U 

J.  E.  Beebe,  200  00 

668  15 

ConvieU  D^ptmiei—^.  Tapkhig,  WT  60,  H. 

Webster,  6  cents,  7  56 

SkUe  FrisoH — Pinney ,  Lamson  &  Co.,  wood,      57  00 

B.  F.  Claflin,  hogs  and  lime,  12  54 

A.  Sprague  and  others,  pork  and  lard,        5  M 

74  08 

Vimion    Amount  receired  this  month,  31  04 

♦1282  07 

CASH  BXPaNDCD  THIS  MONTH. 

Batumf-^W.  R.  Reynolds,  for  September,  4U6  45 

Guard^-^  men,  #33  33  each  do 

C.  Cole,  3  4a9ii 


CMing  and  BMu^^B,  F.  Eggleston,  cut- 
tisg  garments,' 
W.  Budington,  pants, 
Sumner  &;  Bennett,  materials. 


Bialding  and  Repairs^^.  Harmon,  hauling 
stone, 
Pini^y,  Lamaon  &:  Co.,  brick,  &c«« 
H.  Dorrill,  lumber, 
A.  H.  Newbold,  screws, 


e66  64 

3  00 

2  75 

3  56 

50  00 

14  00 

57  00 

6  70 

5  07 

269  64 


56  25 


82  77 


Diackarged    ConvicU — George    Sinclair,    I. 

Hogle,  James  Swartwood,  H.  Lush- 

baugh,  Aaron  Wygent,  Henry  Berry, 

James    Forbes,    John    Riley,  and 

Thomas  D.  Abbott,  each  $3,  27  00 

Qmvicts  D€p9rite$^George  Sinclair,  50c,  John 

Rifcjy,  25c,  75 

A^iW— P.  B.  Ring,  expenses,  4  26 

Hibbard  &  Knapp,  use  of  horses,       '         2  50 

6  76 


M  Joiitr  Doc.  No.  8. 

Sherds  ExpcMu — V.  LufUii»  1  contict  from . 

Macomb  conoty,  30  70 

O.  Uoogb»  1  coDTictfrom  LeaHweo  co.  16  50 


MiHiUaneoui — W.  F.  Story,  postage,  1  qr., 
W.  R.  WilliamB,  freight  aod  cartage, 
Pinney,  Lamson  &  Co.,  pork  baireb 
and  buekets. 

6  25 
1  00 

7  00 

14  ^ 

Prison  labrary^ — J.  Billings,  express  charges 
on  books, 
Balance  on  hand, 

1  30 

561  70 

•1282  07 

State  Prison  Office,  Jackson,  Nov.  1.  1847. 

SiaU  of  Michigan,  Comity  of  Jackaom, 

J.  H.  Titus,  agent,  and  W.  Budington,  clerk  of  the  State  Prison 

at  Jackson,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say,  that  the  foregoing' 

statement  for  October,  1847,  is  correct  and  true,  according  to  the 

best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief 

J.  H.  TITUS. 

W.  BUDINGTON, 
Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me* 

M.  SboestaxbRi  PruH  Board  of  Intpecfar*^ 


(No.  i:i.) 

To  the  Lupectors  of  the  State  Prison : 

The  following  is  a, correct  statement  of  moneys  received  and  ex- 
pended on  account  of  said  prison,  during  the  month  ending  No- 
vember 30,  1847 : 

Balance  on  hand  brought  forward,  $561  70 

CASH   RECEIVED   THIS   MONTH. 

Labor  Contracts — Pinney,  Lamson  &  Co.,  $522  38 

H.  B.  Ring,  324  37 

J.  E.  Beebe,  468  28 

G.  H.  Wilcox,  27  75 

H.  De  Graff,  bal.,  17  89 

D.  Fisher  &  Co^  35  4^ 


State  Prisom^^.  H.  Taylor  and  others,  tai- 
loring acc'ts,  40  53 


1,396  08 
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W.  H.  Palmer  and  otheit,  rettt,  pork,^ 

^c,  53  16 

J.  Marrih  and  others,  lime  aad  sund's,         3  88 

C.  Jonea,  payment  on  engine »  90  00 

187  57 

ConvicU  Depontes — ^laaac  Bogert,  82 

Vinton — ^Amount  received  this  month,  21  84 


•8,168  01 


CASH  EXPEHBED  THIS  MONTH. 

.R.Reynolds,  Octoberi  $211  64 

do  November,  202  84 


men,  $33  33  each,  October,  199  98 

6  men,  833  84  each,  November,  200  04 

Extra  Guards,  4  86 


Clothing  and  Bedding — L.  Wilcox,  shoes  and 
mending, 
B.  F.  Eggleston,  cutting  garments, 
W.  R.  Fellows,  pants, 

B.  F.  Gleason,  boots  and  pants, 
Pinnej,  Lamson  &  Co.,  maitadali, 
Aldrich,  R.  &  Aldrich,  do 

C.  Cole,  1  hat, 

H.  B.  Ring,  shoes  and  mending) 
N.  Allen,  coat  and  vest, 
Mrs.  Taylor,  coat, 
Berry  &  Rice,  materials, 
M.  Dorrill,  clothing, 
C.  W.  Peiiuy,  materials, 
Sumner  &  Bennett,  do 

BuiUikigand  Repairs — J.  Marvin,  stone, 
M.  Dorrill,  lumber, 
J.  E.  Beebe,  carts,  wheelbarrows,  and 

blacksmith  acc't, 
L.  Kassick  &  Co.,  shovelfl,  &c^ 
H<  De  Graff,  glass,  nails,  &;c„ 

JKscharged  C9mt;icf«-— Alexander  Kane, 


414  48 


404  88 


27  75 

1  00 

1  50 

2  50 

30  87 

6  45 

1  00 

131  87 

5  50 

7  00 

-11  00 

9  25 

2  05 

26  16 

• 

262  70 

15  00 

72  25 

174  57 

t 

7  85 

18  20 

287  87 
2  90 

9»                             ^mr  Doc;  ^Q.  a 

Xhnvids  Dtponlu — Ale9(«uid«r  l^ape, 

• 

25 

Fugitivu — J.  B.  Pierce,  use  of  hone, 

2  00 

A.  M.  B^ber,  egipeMes, 

1  00 

' 

3  00 

SteriJV  Ea^msa — H.   Shoudler,   1  convict 

w    w 

from  Branch  county, 

21  75 

H.  C.  Milk.  1  do.  Lapeer  county, 

55  90 

J.  McBride,  3  do.  Monroe  county, 

49  71 

Charles  Dickey,  2  do.  Calhoun  county. 

11  63 

G.  W.  Rice,  2  do.  Kalamazoo  county. 

12  15 

H.   Tisdale,  convicts  from    Jackson 

county,  from  1843  to  1846, 

10  €0 

161  14 

Moiptial — C.  Cole,  milk. 

5  25 

*  VA     *^ 

Berry  &  Rice,  tea,  &c.. 

4  79 

E.  L.  Jones,  medicines. 

8  5e 

S.  S.  Vaughn  &  Co.,  medicines. 

8  46 

Sumner  &  Bennett,  Boodries, 

2  11 

OtUt  and  Hay — M.  Shoemaker,  bran, 
J.  £.  Boebe«  oats, 
H.  Mosher,  hay, 


4 

48 

22 

40 

10 

00 

.  HaricnesB,  baskets, 
H.  IMak,  sheriff's  fees, 
R.  S.  Cheney,  advertising, 
W.  F.  Storey,  stationery, 
H.  De  Graff,  tin,  sheet  iron,  &;c., 
Pinney,  Lamson  k  Co.,  lead,  powder, 

&c., 
Aldrich,  R.  &  A.,  pails,  screws,  kc^ 
J.  E.  Beebe,  blacksmithing, 
C.  D.  Henderson,  caps  and  powdw, 
Berry  &  Rice,  lead,  powder,  &c., 
Sumner  &  Bennett,  axes,  soap,  &c., 
H.  B.  Ring,  currier's  oil, 

Wood^  OH,  Sfc, — Sumner  &  Bennett,  lamp  oil. 
Balance  on  hand  November  90, 


1  00 

8  50 

3  75 

13  90 

46  75 

3  39 

4  57 
11  29 

1  12 

19  64 
10  81 

5  00 


29  13 


36  88 


128  72 

78  85 

368  61 

•2,168  01 


State  Prison  Qffick,  Jackson,  Dec.  18,  1847. 


Joint  Doc.  No.  d.  S3 

StaU  ofMichigant  County  qfJackton. 
J.  H.  Titus,  agent,  and  W.  Badington,  clerk,  of  the  state  prison, 
«t  Jackson,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say,  that  the  foregoing 
«tatement  for  November,  1847,  is  correct  and  true,  according  to 
she  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief, 

J.  H.  TITUS, 
W.  BUDINGTON. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me,  Dec.  20,  1847. 

M.  SnoBMAKBR,  Pres't  Board  of  Inspecton. 


AGENT'S  REPORT. 
To  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the  State  Prison  at  Jackson: 

m 

GsNTLEMEN,— Herewith  I.  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  in- 
epection,  the  usual  information  relating  to  the  affairs  of  the  State 
Prison,  which  at  this  time  will  embrace  a  period  of  thirteen  months, 
or  from  October  31,  1846,  to  November  30,  1847,  the  fiscal  year 
iiaving  been  changed  by  the  Revised  Statutes,  making  its  termina- 
tion a  month  later  than  heretofore,  under  the  former  State  Prison 
lawB. 

The  various  tables  and  statements  hereto  annexed,  together  with 
the  monthly  accounts  submitted  to  you  from  time  to  time,  through 
the  year,  as  required  by  law,  will  furnish,  in  an  aggregate,  as  well 
as  in  a  detailed  form,  an  accurate  history  of  all  the  transactions 
of  the  prison  during  the  period  above  mentioned,  and  to  which 
your  attention  is  respectfully  invited. 

I  assumed  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  agent  on  the  20th  of 
March  last,  since  which  time  the  sum  of  89128  99  has  been  receiv- 
ed on  account  of  the  prison,  and  during  the  same  time,  there  has 
been  expedded  the  sum  of  $H760  38,  leaving  a  balance  on  hand? 
November  30th,  1847,  of  $368  61.  Also,  according  to  the  books 
of  the  office,  there  appears  to  have  been  received  by  my  predeces* 
tot,  including  balance  on  hand,  from  October  31,  1846,  to  March 
20th,  1847^  the  sum  of  $2915  47,  which  was  expended  during  the 
same  time,  except  a  balance  of  $33  81,  paid  over  to  me  at  the 
time  I  took  charge  of  the  prison,  as  above  stated.  There  are  em- 
braced in  the  disbursements  made  by  me  since  March  20th,  pay- 
ments of  various  accounts  and  dues,  to  the  amount  of  about 
$1400  00,  which  were  then  standing  against  the  prison,  contracted 
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by  my  predecessor,  and  which,  doubtless  from  unavoidable  causee^ 
were  allowed  to  run  by  his  term  of  office,  thereby  swelling  the 
amount  of  expenditures  for  the  balance  of  the  year  to  an  extent 
that  might  seem  excessive,  should  the  circumstance  be  permitted 
to  pass  unexplained.  The  sum  of  $2000  00  has  been  drawn  do^ 
ring  the  year,  on  the  certificates  of  the  Inspectors,  from  the  State 
Treasury,  on  account  of  the  general  support  of  the  prison,  woich,. 
added  to  the  sum  of  $5418  28,  drawn  in  payment  of  officers'  sala- 
ries, make  a  total  of  $7418  28  from  that  source,  durmg  the  thir- 
teen  months,  a  sum  considerably  less  than  for  any  former  year,  for 
those  purposes.  This  result 'is  principally  owing  to  the  unusually 
small  amount  expended  on  the  building  account,  as  no  progress  has 
been  made  with  the  prison  buildings,  except  that  the  rear  basement 
walls  of  the  centre  building  have  qeen  finished  up,  and  all  the 
walls  securely  covered  from  exposure  to  the  weather, — and  they 
will  doubtless  have  to  remain  in  that  condition  until  some  provision 
is  made  for  the  further  prosecution  or  completion  of  the  buildings. 
I  would  here  remark,  that  I  consider  the  completion  of  the  centre 
building,  or  at  least  so  far  as  to  enclose  it,  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  the  welfare  and  safety  of  the  prison,  and  in  many  respects,  k 
vvould  add  very  much  to  the  convenience  and  practicability  of  en- 
forcing and  maintaining  an  efficient  system  of  order  and  discipline 
among  the  convicts ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  for  this  sub- 
ject, such  attention  from  the  authorities  of  the  State  as  it  deserves, 
I  herewith  submit,  and  commend  to  your  notice,  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  materials,  and  amount  of  labor  required  to  put  up  and  en- 
close the  building,  and  finish  such  portions  of  it  as  may  be  wanted 
for  immediate  use.  The  estimate  is  made  in  liberal  and  round 
numbers,  due  allowances  being  made  for  contingencies,  and  I  think 
the  actual  cost  will  fall  short,rather  than  exceed  the  aggregate  there- 
in  stated. 

The  steam  engine  owned  by  the  State,  and  heretofore  used  by 
the  contractors,  has  been  sold  for  $500  00,  of  which  $140  00  has 
been  received.  A  portion  of  the  balance  is  payable  in  lumber,  du* 
ring  the  present  winter,  and  the  remaining  balance  is  in  good  notesi 
all  due  within  the  ensuing  year. 

The  number  of  convicts  in  prison  on  the  30th  of  November,  was 
119,  which  is  three  less  than  at  the  close  of  the  previous  year,  al- 
though at  one  period  during  the  past  year,  there  were  in  prisoi^ 
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132,  beiog  a  greater  number  than  at  any  one  time  since  tbe  estab* 
lishment  of  the  instittttion. 

The  total  amount  of  earnings  of  tbe  convicts,  wbo  bave  been  en* 
gaged  on  contracts,  as  will  appear  from  one  of  the  tables  before 
referred  to»  is  $9620  27,  being  tbe  largest  amount  ever  earned  on 
that  branch  of  labor  during  the  same  length  of  time,  and  on  exam- 
ining the  various  annual  reports,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  reve- 
Bne  to  the  prison,  from  that  source,  has  been  gradually  increasing, 
firom  year  to  year,  without  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  number 
of  convicts.  The  past  year  has  been  one  of  ordinary  health  among 
the  men,  and  facilities  have  been  possessed  by  the  contractors  for 
employing  as  many  of  them  as  could  be  conveniently  spared  from 
tbe  other  departments  of  the  prison. 

Under  your  advice  and  direction,  the  contracts  for  prison  labor 
have  undergone  a  material  change  since  the  last  annual  report,  and 
thus  far,  with  every  appearance  of  a  decided  advantage  to  the  State, 
in  the  additional  number  of  convicts  let,  the  extension  of  time, 
the  average  increase  in  prices,  and  other  advantageous  conditions. 
Many  privileges  before  granted  to  contractors,  and  which,  under 
certain  circumstances,  might  have  subjected  the  State  to  consider* 
able  inconvenience,  have  been  amicably  released,  without  any  de* 
triment  to  their  business  or  interests. 

There  are  now  but  three  contracts  in  force  for  the  employment 
of  convicts  at  mechanical  labor,  in  which  the  highest  number  let  is 
180,  and  the  lowest  95,  to  wit : — J.  £.  Beebb,  at  waggon  making, 
from  20  to  39  convicts,  at  35  cents  per  day,  for  5  years  from  May  1, 
1847-*H.  B.  Ring,  at  shoemaking,  from  15  to  25  convicts*  at  40 
cents  per  day,  for  5  years  from   September  1, 1847 — and  Pinney, 
Lamson  &  Co.,  at  manufiicturing  farming  tools,  woolen  and  cotton 
goods,  hames,  saddle  and  harness  trimmings,  coopering  &c.  ^c, 
from  60  to  120  convicts  at  SOJ  cents  per  day,  for  6  years  from  May 
1,  1817.    The  foregoing  contracU  are  all  made  payable  on  the  first 
of  each  month,  and  so  conditioned,  that  when  a  monthly  payment 
remains  due  and  unpaid  for  the  space  of  30  days,  the  agent  and 
inspectors,  at  their  discretion,  can  forfeit  and  annul  the  contracts. 

In  managing  the  discipline  of  the  prison,  I  have  begn  enabled  to 
maintain  a  good  degree  oi  order,  and   subordination  to  the   rules 
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mnd  legttlationsi  wtlhout  a  frequeot  retort  to  corporeal  punisbmentt 
although  a  few  cases  have  occurred,  in  which  to  have  dispensed 
with  it,  would  have  hazarded  to  a  great  extent,  the  host  interests 
and  regularity  of  the  institution.  However  much  a  resort  to  this 
means  to  preserve  obedience,  may  be  regretted,  I  am  forced  to  ac- 
knowledge, and  in  that  acknowledgment  I  do  not  doubt  I  have  the 
ooncnrrence  of  many  worthy  and  benevolent  noinds,  that  in  the 
management  of  such  an  assemblage  of  human  characters  as  it  gen- 
erally found  among  the  inmates  of  our  penal  insdtudons,  personal 
chastisement  of  some  kind^  is  not  only  indispensahle  for  the  pre- 
servation  of  order,  by  its  subject,  but  that  the  influence  of  such  an 
example  on  others  of  a  refractory  tendency,  is  often  salutary  and 
efficient.  I  am  aware  that  this  subject  has  engaged,  and  is  still  en- 
gaging the  attention  of  the  moralist,  and  that  philanthropists  have 
written  page  after  page,  advocating  the  treatment  of  all  refractory 
cases  by  one  general  law,  to  wit:  ^e  law  of  kind^M;  but  were  they 
to  be  removed  from  their  easy  chairs,  to  the  management  of  an  in- 
stitution, whose  inmates  are  natives  of  every  civilized  clime, 
congregated  for  oflfences  against  the  laws  of  one  country,  and  on 
whom  they  seem  to  look  as  wayward  children,  the  admission  would 
be  as  readily  and  willingly  -made,  that  the  lash,  corporeally  admin'; 
istered,  is  at  times  necessary,  as  I  am  to  inflict  it  in  cases  where  no 
other  mode  of  punishment  would  ensure  obedience. 

The  "law  of  kindness''  should  be  the  governing  principle  in  our 
intercourse  with  the  world  at  large,  as  well  as  with  those  unfortu- 
nate victims  of  vice,  over  whom  we  may  be  ofiicially  placed,  but  to 
abolish  all  punishments  of  a  corporeal  kind,  except  what  might  be 
termed  mild,  and  the  more  mild  the  less  efficient,  would  be  but 
another  name  for  proclaiming  a  general  amnesty  for  all  ofiences, 
however  aggravating  and  injurious.  In  concluding  my  remarks  on 
this  subject,  I  would  here  observe,  that  in  administering  the  pun- 
ishments, great  care  has  been  used  to  impress  upon  the  mind  of  the 
disobedient  convict,  that  the  exercise  of  this  prerogative  is  not 
prompted  by  malice  or  personal  ill  feeling  towards  him,  but  that, 
besides  being  an  unpleasant  duty,  it  is  the  aure  consequence  of  of- 
ftnces  oon^itted  under  a  full  knowledge  of  the  penalty,  and  that 
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to  allow  him  to  go  fVeo,  woM  give  encourBgumeot  to  many  oifaen 
to  repeat  similar,  and  perhaps  greater  breaches  of  discipline. 

The  zeal  and  exertions  which  have  been  exhibited  by  the  prettsnt 
and  former  Chaplain,  in  behalf  of  the  moral  and  religious  instruct 
tion  of  the  convicts,  have  been  attended  with  results  highly  satia* 
factory  to  all  interested  in  the  care  of  the  men,  and  in  every  re- 
spect beneficial  to  their  habits  and  daily  deportment,  particularly 
when  it  is  considered  that  the  Chaplain  is  allowed  by  law  only  one 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,  for  all  the  services  required  of,  or  per* 
formed  by  him. 

A  Bible  class  has  been  kept  up,  through  the  praise-worthy  ex* 
ertions  of  a  few  benevolent  individuals,  residing  in  the  village  of 
JacHson,  and  I  take  this  opportunity  to  tender  to  Messrs.  J.  M. 
Diroond  and  Chas.  Meniman,  for  myself,  and  the  convicts  who  have 
been  the  recipients  of  their  friendly  aid,  our  warmest  thanks  for 
their  disinterested  devotion  to  ameliorate  the  mental  and  moral  con- 
dition of  their  unfortunate  fellow  men. 

I  cannot  with  propriety  conclude  this  report,  without  adverting 
to  the  faithful  and  efficient  manner  in  which  the  deputy  keeper  and 
other  subordinate  officers  and  guards,  have  nischarged  their  several 
duties,  and  I  would  here  beg  leave  to  exprdls  my  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  aid  and  encouragement  so  frequently  received  from 
the  Board  of  Inspectors. 

All  of  whieh  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  H.  TITUS,  AgaU. 

Stats  Peison  Otpice,  Jackson,  Dec  1847. 
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^capitulation   of  rrobipts  and  expbnditvrbs  for  thb  tbie- 
t£en  months  ending  noyembbr  30,  1847. 

Balance  on  hand  Oct.  3i«  1846,  tS  19 

Cash  Received. 
From  Stale  Treaaury  on  acconat  of  prison,  $2,000  00 
do              salaried  of  officers,  5,418  28 
contractors  for  labor,  9,645  10 
**    sundry  persons,  rent,  articles  sold,  tai- 
loring accounts,  &c..  845  58 
"     United  States,  support  of  convicts,  85  90 
'*     convicts  deposites,  33  30 

**    visitors,  including  balance  of  t84  70,  397  68 

18,425  84 

Total  receipts,  $18,429  08 

Cash  Expemdei. 

Paid  salaries  of  officers,  $5,418  28 

"    guards,  $3,956  69 

«'    rations,  2,951  41 

clothing  and  bedding,  1,621  82 

wood,  oil,  Ac.,  1,537  29 

**    medicines  and  hospital  stores,  274  59 

"     discharged  convicts,  112  00 

•<     convicts  deposites,  24  58 

•'    sheriffs  expenses,  346  62 

'*     pursuing  fugitives,  16  35 

*'     agent's  travelling  expenses,  38  25 

•'    building  and  repairs,  1,059  90 

*'     purchase  of  stone  quarry,  509  29 

•*     prison  library,  51  30 

**     oats  and  hay  account,  93  34 

**     miscellaneous  accounts,  648  71 


4< 


12,642  14 


Total  expenditures,  $18,060  42 

Balance  on  hand  Nov.  30,  1847,  368  61 

$18,429  09 
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SuUemeiU  of  (he  Earnings  ^Convicts, /or  the  thirteen  months  ending 

Noveml*er  30, 1847. 

Dayi.       Tt  Day.  Amount. 

On  Contracts — D.  Fisher  tc  Co.,  coopers,     1240    88  cts.  $47 1  dO 

H.  Degraff,          foundry,     1058j^  80  «  317  55 

Pinney,  Howard  &  Co.,  do     1704^  30  '<  611  85 

do               coopers,      380^  38  *'  144  50 

'<                        do     manuf'g,  <Sz;c.,    4012     28  "  1,375  36 

Pinney,  Lamson  &  Co. ,  do  10563|  30^".  3,195  58 

J.  E.  Beebe,  wagon  m'krs,    2574     3^*'  858  00 

do                do                3217^  35  "  1,126  12 

'•            G.H.  Wilcox,  shoemakers,     2605|  40  «<  1,042  05 

do                do                246     25  '*  61  50 

do                do                665|  20  '<  133  15 

do                do                 248j^  15  <'  87  itS 

H.B.Ring,           do                734^  40  **  293  80 

do                do                  66}  25  "  16  68 

do                do                 122^  20  <<  24  55 

do                do                  78     15  "  11  70 


4< 
tt 
tt 


tt 
tt 
tt 


tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
it 
tt 
tt 


Total  No.  of  days,  and  am't  on  contracts,  30418  $9,620  27 
Ayerage  price  per  day,                 31 J  cts. 

For  the  State — Prison  buildings,                     847  50  cts.     173  50 

"              stone  quarry,                           482  50  <<       216  00 

tailor  shop,                            1855  50  "      677  50 . 

grading  yard,                            56  37j^''        21  00 

stocking  loom,                        202  50  *'       101  00 

'<              cutting  stone,                           3*22  75  ''       241  50 

washroom,  kitchen,  prison  / 

hall,  wood  cutting,  6ec.&c.,  4989  25*'    1,234  75 


(I 
it 
« 


it 


Lost  by  sickness,  old  age,  &c.,  3459 

Total  of  earnings,  912,285  52 


1 
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StaiemetU  ofikt  number  of  CowoicU  received^  dUekarged^  parionei^  ifc^ 

during  the  thirteen  fnonUu  ending  November  80, 1847. 
Namberin  prieon  Oct  31, 1846,  122 

**      received  during  the  19  montba  endiog 

Not.  30,  1847,  40 


Number  discharged  by  expiratioD  of  senteDce,  24 

"      pardoned,  14 

"      died,  3 

"      escaped,  2 


41 


16S& 


48 

Beroaining  in  prison  November  30,  1847,  119 

Emjployment. 

For  Contractors — Manufacturing,  coopering, 

hame  and  tool  making,  dec,  58 

shoemaking,  18 

wagon  making,  21 


Total  employed  on  contracts, 

92 

For  the  State— barber,  1 — stocking  loom,  1 — 

2 

"            tailors,  8 — cutting  stone,  8 — 

6 

•«            teamsters,   2 — Hospital,    1— 

8 

''            carpenter  work, 

1 

*'            stone  qvarry  and  grading  yard. 

6 

*'            wash  room,  kitchen,  and  prison 

haU, 

7 

Aged  and  infirm,  unemployed, 

2 

27 

Total, 

119 

White  males, 

102 

Colored    do 

17 
119 
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StatmnaU  of  the  number  qfcanvtets  received  into  jmBOHf  tkeerimetjbr 
which  they  icere  canvictid,  and  the  counties  in  which  /hey  were  «e- 
verMy  sentenced^  during  the  thirteen  monihi  ending  November  30, 
1847. 


2 
(1 
1 

1 


Crime*.  Vo. 

Laroeny  and  breaking  into 
dwelHng  house  with  attempt 
to  steal, 

Laroeny, 

Forgery, 

Bqrelary  with  attempt  to  com- 
mit larceny  and  rapoi 

Burglary  and  larceny, 

Manalaughter, 

Horee  stealing. 

Perjury, 

Obtaining  goods  by  false  pre* 
tences^ 

Stealing  in  dwelling  house  in 
the  day  time,  I 

Subornation  of  perjury,  1 

Assaak  and  battery,  with  at- 
tempt to  disfigure,  1 

Shop  breaking  and  larceny,        2 

Total,  40 


Monroe,  . 
Oakland, 
St.  Joseph, 
21t€a1houn. 


1 
1 
2 

1 


OMtntcei. 


Kalamazoo, 
Wayne, 
Eaton, 
6|  Lenawee, 
Hillsdale, 
Cass, 

Washtenaw, 
Ingham, 
Macomb, 
Lapeer, 
Branch, 
Jackson, 


Total, 


Seolenoes  of  the  above — 9  months, 

1  year, 

2  years* 


3 

4 

6 

7 

a 


<< 
«« 

u 
u 


2 

6 

6 

10 
B 

10 

1 

1 

1 


Na. 

6 
2 
1 
8 

1% 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
Z 

40 


Total, 


40 


A2 
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Statement  of  the  Salaries  of  Prison  Officers,  as  per  accounts  rendered 
Auditor  General,  quarterly,  and  paid  hy  the  State  Treasurer,  du- 
ring  the  thirteen  months  ending  November  30, 1847. 

A.  Ferris,  Agent  from  Oct.  31, 1846,  to  March  20, 1847,   $286L  33 


J.  H.  Titus, 

do      Marc' 

h  20  to  Nov.  80,  1847, 

488  66 

W.  Badington, 

Clerk, 

13  months. 

500  00 

M.  Dorrill,  Deputy  Keeper, 

13  months, 

466  66 

J.  TunnicliflT,  Physician, 

13  months, 

216  66 

J.  C.  Backus,  Inspector, 

5  months, 

31  12 

L.  Bascom, 

do 

13  months. 

54  56 

M.  Shoemaker, 

do 

13  months, 

53  38 

J.  B.  Pierce, 

do 

8  months. 

23  44 

C.  W.  Pitdi,  Chaplain, 

2  months, 

16  66 

J.  Billings, 

do 

6  months, 

50  00 

B.  Dixon,  Assistant  Keepei 

\  6  months. 

200  00 

B.  H.  Curdss, 

do 

6  months. 

200  00 

John  Kane, 

do 

9  months, 

300  00 

H.  T.  Ferris, 

do 

4  months  and  21  days, 

155  12 

F.  Ackley, 

do 

3  months  and  22  days. 

122  35 

E.  Van  Wie, 

do 

2  months  and  5  days. 

72  12 

J.  H.  Titus,  Jr., 

do 

12  days, 

13  32 

H.  H.  Gilbert, 

do 

9  months  and  10  days. 

311  00 

P.  B.  Ring, 

do 

13  months. 

433  84 

N.  J.  Pease, 

do 

13  months. 

433  33 

B.  C.  Taylor, 

do 

26  days. 

27  88 

A.  Sprague, 

do 

2  months, 

66  66 

B.  F.  Gleason, 

do 

5  months  and  6j^  days, 

173  65 

Dewitt  Titus, 

do 

8  months  and  11  days. 

278  23 

H.  Tisdale, 

do 

5  months. 

166  67 

W.  H.  Palmer, 

do 

8  months  and  9  days. 

277  14 

$5,418  28 
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AtvetUory  ofPrapertj/  remammg  at  State  Prison,  and hfUmgmgtoihe 

StaU,  November  30,  1847. 

WITHOTT   THB   TARD. 

Ttiree  dwelling  houses,  one  bam  and  shed,  one  single  wagon  and 
baniess,  three  carts  and  harness,  one  horse,  and  25  hogs. 

WrrillN   THE    TARD. 

C^ice, — One  iron  safe  and  books,  two  stoves  and  pipe,  one  clock, 
two  book  cases,  one  desk,  one  table,  one  settee,  one  library  case, 
six  chairs,  one  set  legislative  documents  and  journals  from  1838  to 
1846,  one  copy  revised  statutes  of  1838  and  1847 ;  convict  li- 
brary, 200  vols. 

Primn. — Four  large  stoves  and  pipe,  medicine  case  and  con- 
tentSy  one  cooking  stove  and  furniture,  bedsteads  and  bedding  for 
130  convicts. 

Skopa, — Sundry  shafts  and  belts,  two  single  carding  machines* 
one  picker,  one  spinning  jack,  five  looms,  one  lather,  one  stocking 
loom,  one  copper  kettle,  four  stoves  and  pipe,  two  tailors  tables 
and  tools,  barbers  tools,  four  keepers  desks,  carpenters  and  black- 
smiths tools. 

Yard, — 500  cords  wood,  4053  feet  cut  stone  for  coping  wall« 
324  feet  cut  stone  for  cells*  1000  feet  cut  stone  for  centre  building, 
90  cords  rough  stone,  3  set  stone  cutters  tools,  9  wheelbarrows* 
15  shovels^  6  picks,  9  crow  bars,  12  hammers,  6  trowels,  3  buck 
saws,  4  axes,  one  bell  and  hangings,  washroom  fixtures  and  imple- 
loents. 

Mucdlaneaui. — 150  yards  sheeting,  70  yards,  stripe,  lot  sewing 
silk,  thread  and  buttons,  one  clock  in  kitchen,  10  muskets  and  ac- 
coutrements, 5  pistols,  one  sit-shooter,  kitthen  furniture  and  cloth- 
ing for  130  convicts,  and  340  gallons  lamp  oil. 

StaXe  of  Michigan^  GowiUy  rf  Jadman. 

J.  H.  Titus,  agent,  and  W.  Budington,  clerk,  of  the  state  prison^ 

at  Jackson,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say,  that  the  foregoing 

statements  and  inventory  are  correct  and  true,   according  to  the 

best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

J.  H.  TITUS, 

W.  BUDINGTON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me,  Dec.  20, 1847. 

M.  Shobmakbb,  Pre^t  Board  of  Jaupettori. 
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EtAmaiU  €f  ike  ood  of  nuAeridU  ^md  atnomU  ^Mor,Jbr  ereeOmg^ 
endonmg  and  camj^ng  tMe  Centre  BuUdmg  of  the  StaU  Fruon^ 
and  Jbr  covering  the  Yard  WaU^  ^c. 

81,000  feet  Oak  Lttmber, 
9,000    "    Common  Pbe  or  Hemlock, 
6,000    '*    Hewed  timber,  running  meaaure, 
225    "    Round 
28,000    "    Lath, 
6,000    "    Roof  Boards, 
38,000    "    PineLumber* 
1,000    "    Cherry    " 
300    "    Pine  Timber, 
45,000  Shinglea, 
20  boxes  Glass, 
200  M  Bricks, 
2,000  bushels  Lime, 
1250  perch  Wall  Stone,  and  laying, 
Paints  and  Oil, 

Nails  and  trimmings,  , 

Labor  and  team  work,  exclusive  of  what  might  be 
-    done  by  conyicts, 
Contingencies, 

Add  estimate  for  coyering  the  north,  east  and  south 

walls  of  the  yard, 
Necessary  repairs  on  other  buildings, 

•7,000  00 


0840  00 

108  00 

480 

00 

15 

75 

224 

00 

48 

00 

760 

00 

20 

90 

6 

00 

160  00 

80  00 

700  00 

500 

00 

1,250  00 

200 

00 

350 

00 

500  00 

350  25 

16,000 

00 

600 

00 

400 

00 

PHYSICIAN'S  REPORT. 
To  At  Intpeeiori  ^  the  Btaie  Prieak; 

OBirrLBicBN,— In  conpUance  with  your  request  and  the  usual 
cwlom,  I  herewith  snbmit  ny  report  of  the  hospital  departiDent 
of  this  institution. 

There  has  been  considerable  sickness  in  the  prison  from  Janua- 
ary  to  June  inclusive,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  following 
table  of  monthly  pcescriptions,  which  has  been  kindly  furnished 
by  the  hospital  nurse,  to  wit: 
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Number  of  pretcriptiona  in  November,  1846,  284 

December,       "  249 

304 
267 
289 
298 
326 
201 
230 
2*^6 
183 
167 
159 


99  ft 

•  »  >» 

$9  n 

J9  ft 

99  ft 

»»  >.• 

»f  >» 

»»  tt 

>»  >f 


January, 

1847, 

February, 

>» 

March, 

99 

April, 

99 

May, 

99 

June, 

99 

July 

99 

August, 

99 

September, 

99 

October 

99 

NoTember, 

99 

Total  number  of  prescriptions  for  the  13  months,  3243 

The  ayerage  number  of  prisoners  daring  the  thne  was  126,  msr 
king  the  ratio  of  prescriptions  25  and  a  fraction  for  each  one,— orer 
half  of  the  whole  number  of  men  have  taken  but  very  little  medi* 
cine. 

The  diseases  demanding  my  interference  have  been  principally 
flubaeate  inflamation  of  the  mucous  and  serous  membranes,  diarr- 
hoeas, dysenterys,  influenzas,  pneumonias,  bronchitis,  &c.,  and  later 
in  the  season,  intermittents,  and  an  occasional  remittent  fever, 
rheumatism,  neuralgias,  &c.  When  we  reflect  on  the  probable 
habits,  moral  and  physical,  of  a  large  majority  of  the  convicts, 
previous  to  their  confiinement  here,  their  detention  in  county  jails* 
frequently  for  for  a  long  period  of  time,  necessarily  deprived  of 
that  corporeal  activity  so  essential  to  the  economy  of  man's  physi- 
cal nature,  and  after  suflering  every  species  of  mental  and  physical 
torture,  ultimately  deposited  here.  It  is  truly  surprising  to  witness 
the  signal  benefits  resulting  from  the  change.  The  timely  and  efll- 
dent  application  of  a  certain  saponacious  preparation,  with  suita- 
ble physical  and  moral  training,  soon  introduces  to  the  benighted 
understanding  of  the  unfortunate  culprit,  some  really  important  les- 
sons in  the  "economy  of  life.*' 

There  have  occurred  three  deaths  in  the  prison  since  my  last 
annual  report 

L— -P ,  came  here  Dec.  22, 1845;  crime,  larceny;  sentence, 

four  years  imprisonment  Gave  evidences  of  mental  derangement 
during  the  first  four  months  after  his  arrival.  After  a  little  cor- 
rective treatment,  his  general  health  became  so  good  as  to  enable 
him  to  labor  almost  constantly  until  Oct  13,  1846,  when  he  enter* 
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ed  the  hospital,  and  directed  m.j  attention  to  a  disease  of  the  tiiw 
of  the  left  leg,  of  30  years  standing,  which  had  suddenly  assumed 
a  more  painful  and  malignant  aspect  It  was  treated  yariously ,  uo- 
til  it  had  discharged  from  at  least  twenty  different  openings  about 
the  circumference  of  the  bone,  when  being  of  the  opinion  that  there 
was  evident  necram  of  the  inner  portion,  that  excision  offered  a 
reasonable  prospect  of  ultimate  bene6t,  and  after  fully  representing 
to  him  the  risks  and  probable  advantages  of  an  operation,  at  his 
own  solicitation,  it  was  performed  on  the  20th  of  April,  1847.  He 
bore  the  operation  well,  was  comfortable,  and  appearances  were 
favorable  48  hours,  when  oedematoid  erysipelstous  inflamation  su- 
pervened,  followed  by  a  gradual  prostration,  with  sloughing  of  the 
flap.  No  means  tried  proved  competent  to  arrest  it,  and  on  the  28th, 
eight  days  after  the  first  operation,the  secondary  disease  alarmingly 
progressing  up  the  limb,  amputation  of  the  Umb  was  decided  on 
and  executed,  this,  with  prompt  tonic  treatment,  seemed  to 
arrest  its  progrress  for  a  few  days,  when  the  recuperative  energries 
finally  failing,  he  died  May  11,  1847,  aged  51  years. 

J— H ,  aged  29  years,  came  April  21»  1843;  crime,  bur- 
glary and  larceny,  sentence,  6^  years;  was  re -sentenced  in  this 
county  an  additional  term  of  6  years,  for  burning  the  mechanic 
shops  of  the  prison.  Up  to  the  period  of  his  re-sentence,  had  en* 
joyed  comparative  good  health,  with  the  exception  of  a  Hratoma 
of  eight  years  standing,  fifteen  inches  in  circumference,  situated 
immediately  below  pouparts  ligament,  anterior  to,  and  closely  at* 
tached  to  the /enteral  veMdb»  This  1  removed,  May  18,  1846,  the 
parts  healed  kindly,  and  in  three  weeks  he  was  at  his  labor  again. 
After  his  re- sentence,  he  became  melancholy,  his  digestion  failed 
gradually,  until  it  ceased  entirely.  Emaciation,  slow  and  gradual, 
supervened,  until  he  became  a  walking  skeleton,  a  mere  shadow 
of  a  man.  Every  expedient  was  tried  to  aiouse  the  mental  man, 
and  awaken  his  physical  energies,  but  all  proved  abortive.  He 
died  Aug.  11,  1847,  a  hypochondriac,  being  another  instance  of  the 
sad  consequences  of  mental  depression  on  the  physical  man. 

M D       '  ,  aged  10  years,  came  here  July  1,  1847;  crime, 

larceny;  sentence,  one  year;  brought  with  him  all  the  evidences 
of  incipient  pulmonary  consumption,  which  soon  became  develop- 
ed, and  resulted  in  death,  Nov.  3,  1837. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  add,  gentlemen,  that  in  the  performance 
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of  the  ieveral  duties  which  have  come  under  my  immedate  cfaargev 
•lid  whidb  have  iieoetearily«  at  timei)  been  hi^ly  reftponaible,  I 
b&ve  invariably  experienced  the  cordial  co-operation  of  all  the 
oAcers  of  the  ioititudon.  Their  readineas  to  alleviate  human  aof* 
ftringt  their  promptitude  in  giving  force  end  e&ct  to  my  aogge^ 
tions,  their  guardianship  (especially  the*  Deputy  Keeper)  in  aU 
matters  of  food,  regimen,  hygeine,  mental  and  physical  habits  of 
the  prisoners,  merit  the  approbatiott  of  every  friend  of  humanity 
and  social  order. 

I  remain^  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  TUNNlfcLIPP,  Jr. 
Phyncian  and  Surgeon  to  the  State  Fruon* 

State  Prison,  Jackson,  Dec  16, 1847. 


CHAPLAIN'S  REPORT. 
.  3b  the  Board  qfhupectorM  rf  the  State  Prison : 

Gbntlcmen  :— The  many  duties  which  devolve  upon  me,  pre^ 
vent  my  giving  as  fhll  a  report  as  I  desire. 

The  mental,  moral  and  intellectual  progress  which  the  minds  of 
the  convicts  require,  calls  for  more  time  than  was  considered  neces- 
sary, when  the  consideration  for  the  services  of  chaplain  was  deter- 
mined. 

Many  are  the  conjectures  in  the  world  as  to  the  object  of  pun- 
ishment, and  the  means  to  be  employed  to  renovate  the  minds  and 
reform  the  lives  of  those  who,  from  offences  against  the  law,  have 
rendered  themselves  obnoxious  to  its  penalties. 

My  instructions  to  the  men  have  been,  to  instill  in  their  minds» 
that  reformation  was  the  principal  object  of  aU  just  and  equitable 
penalties,  and  that  the  law  of  love  and  kindness  was  the  means 
used  to  bring  all  prodigals  back  to  viitue  and  goodness ;  and  the 
beneficial  effects  thus  far,  have  surpassed  my  most  sanguine  expec- 
tations. 

I  feel  happy  that  many  prejudices  have  disappeared  from  some 
minds — the  desponding  have  been  encouraged,  and  the  indifferent 
have  been  awakened  and  induced  to  look  at  the  true  source  of  hap* 
piness  and  interest.  Therefore  my  labors  have  become  interesting 
to  me,  and  with  great  pleasure  and  satisfaction  I  extend  to  them  a 
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broibers  hand.  My  wel&ie  and  happineBB  are  Knkad  with  theira* 
and  which  Ibnns  a  part  of  that  chain,  with  which  the  worid  of  oMa* 
kind  are  united. 

The  0oft»  soothing  and  conciliating  wordi  of  a  friend  are  caleola- 
ted  to  9till  the  angry  and  tarbnlent  spirit^  and  thoee  unfortunate 
men  can  only  be  controlled  and  persuaded  to  dnty  and  right,  by 
kindness.  The  idea  should  be  held  out  to  those  who  commit  de- 
predation upon  the  rights  of  others,  that  it  is  proper  for  diem  to  be 
detected,  punished  and  corrected. 

It  is  often  the  case  that  the  spirit  oi  hatred  and  revenge  are  mani- 
fested towards  tke  vile  ind  lawless,  and  because  they  have  done 
wrong,  they  are  imprisoned  and  doomed  to  servitude,  and  when 
the  one  is  inflicted  and  the  other  performed,  they  have  their  liberty 
again.  But  how  much  have  diey  improved  ?  Have  they  become 
fit  subjects  for  society)  Will  their  after  lives  give  a  more  healthful 
tone  to  public  moralsl  Will  they,  by  the  lessons  they  have  learned, 
benefit  generations  to  comet  and  inspire  the  youth  of  oar  land  to 
actB  of  goodness,  and  walk  in  the  paths  of  virtue  1  No!  In  moot 
of  cases,  either  a  careless  indifierence  or  misanthropy  have  taken 
the  possession  of  the  mind,  and  vice  has  followed ;  whereas,  at  4ill 
times,  if  the  hand  of  kindness  should  be  extended  to  them,  they 
would  be  induced  to  practice  the  same  which  they  receive. 

The  library  of  the  prison  is  entirely  insufficient  to  satisfy  the 
minds  of  the  convicts.  There  is  a  constant  call  for  reading  that  is 
not  in  the  library,  which,  in  part,  is  supplied  them  from  private  ones. 
A  great  share  of  the  works  which  are  in  the  prison  libraty,  are 
calculated  for  small  children,  and  are  of  but  little  benefit  to  minds 
as  fiir  advanced  as  the  most  of  these  men. 

Messrs.  Fowler  4c  Wells,  of  New  York,  pttbliriiers  of  many 
pbilosopical  works  upon  the  sciences^  connected  with  man's  happi- 
ness, have  donated  a  copy  of  all  their  works,  being  not  hr  from  20 
volumes. 

The  general  habits  in  former  life,  the  advantages  which  they  have 

had,  and  their  present  knowledge  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  do  not 

vary  much  from  the  reports  of  my  predecessors. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  BILLINGS, 

State  Prison  Opficb,  Jackson,  Dec.  1847. 
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LEGISLATURE,   1848. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  BOARD  OF  STATE 

AUDITORS. 

Board  of  State  Auditobs,  > 
Michigan,  Jan*y  17»  1848.  5 

• 

To  the  HonorahU  the  ScfuUe  and  Htnut  of  RepretentativeM  of  the 

State  of  Michigan : 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foUowing  report 
of  their  doings  as  a  Board  of  State  Auditors,  during  the  fiscal  year 
eommencing  on  the  first  day  of  December,  A.  D*»  1846  : 

The  board  have  determined  all  the  claims  submitted  to  them  du- 
ring the  year,  and  settled  with  the  State  Officers  who  have  in  any 
way  been  connected  with  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the 
public  moneys,  as  will  moi«  fully  appear  in  the  subsequent  part  of 
this  report. 

The  claims  allowed  by  the  Board  consist  mosdy  of  damages  oc« 
casioned  by  the  running  of  cars  on  the  Central  and  Southern  Ra3 
Roads  while  in  possession  of  the  State,  and  such  matters  as  were 
specially  referred  to  them  by  joint  Resolutions  of  the  legislature. 

The  claims  allowed  for  damages  occasioned  by  the  rumiing  of 
can  on  the  above  named  roads  are  as  follows : 

Central  RaU  Road. 

Garrett  Trumbell,  $73  75 

Luther  Ludden,  3  00 

John  NuttjUi,  6  00 

D.  C.  Whitwood,  9  00 

Thomas  Moseley,  49  63 
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H.  R.  Williams, 
Banco  &  Fox, 
William  Clay, 
James  H.  Brown, 
William  Brooks* 
Hugh  Brown,  jr., 
S.  Beebe, 
J.  W,  Crane, 
Manlius  Mann, 
Joseph  Rodgers, 

Total, 


Southern  Rail  Road. 


20  00 

6  50 

6  25 

7  00 

59  00 

13  00 

1  49 

15  00 

13  33 

7  00 

$279  49 

$11  25 

70  00 

3  60 

4  ds 

20  00 

5  00 

3  00 

20  00 

4  50 

7  00 

Mrs.  J.  Aldrich, 
Silas  Eaton, 
Michael  Mahan, 
Samuel  Haviland, 
Alexander  Clark, 
George  W.  Avery, 
Stephen  Marsh, 
Francis  Elliott,  estate  of, 
Eli  Culver, 
Richard  R.  Britton, 

Total,  ♦  $148  73 

The  claims  referred  to  the  Board  by  joint  resolutions  and  sub- 
mitted to  their  consideration,  have  been  examined  and  determined 
as  follows : 

On  the  8d  of  April  last,  die  Board  had  under  consideration  the 
claim  of  John  Monroe,  referred  by  joint  resolution,  approved  March 
16«  1947,  and  after  examining  the  evidence  produced  by  the  claim- 
ant, and  the  books  and  vonchers  in  the  office  of  the  Board  of  In- 
ternal Improvement  and  the  office  of  the  Auditor  General,  ftmoi 
there  was  still  justly  due  to  him  the  sum  of  two  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  and  fifty-one  cents,  and  that  sum 
was  thereupon  awarded  him  in  full  satisfaction  of  all  his  claims 
against  the  State. 

Ob  the  28th  day  of  June  last,  the  Board  settled  the  claim  of  Pat- 
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rick  Larldns,  referred  to  them  by  joint  resolution,  approved  March 
17, 1847.  This  claim  was  for  a  balance  due  for  services  as  eng^- 
i^eer  on  one  of  the  locomotives  on  the  Central  Rail  Road«  The 
Board  found  dae  to  him  the  sum  of  sixty-one  dollars  and  eighty- 
aeven  cents,  which  was  awarded  accordingly. 

The  claim  of  James  Kelly  for  damages  arising  from  the  non-per- 
formance on  the  part  of  the  state  of  a  contract  entered  into  with 
him  for  the  construction  of  a  part  of  the  Central  Rail  Road,  in  the 
years  1840,  1841  and  1842,  was  examined  by  the  Board  on  the  20th 
day  of  July  last.  There  was  found  due  the  claimant  upon  such 
examination,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  and 
fifty-two  rents  ;  the  Board  thereupon  awarded  to  him  that  amounL 
Tl^s  claim  was  referred  by  resolution  approved  March  17,  1847. 

In  pursuance  of  a  joint  resolution  approved  March   16,  1847, 
the   Board,  on  the  20th  day  of  July  last,  examined  the  plaim  of 
Edward  D.  Ellis  and  William  H.  H.  Briggs.     This  claim  vras  based 
upon  a  contract  entered  into  on  the  7th  day  of  February,  1843,  by 
John  J.  Adam,  then  State  Treasurer,  with  the  claimants*  Ellis  and 
Briggs.    By  the  terms  of  the  contract,  the  claimants  agree  for  a 
Btipalated  price, "  to  do  all  the  printing  that  shall  be  required  by 
the  legislature  of  Michigan  to  be  done  in  .1843,  in  a  good»  faithful 
and  workoEumlike  manner,  and  that  said  printing  shall  be  complet- 
ed vrithin  twenty  days  next  after  the  index  and  mar^nal  notes  shaB 
be  furnished  them."     It  would  seem  to  the  Board,  that  from  the 
Cerms  of  the  contract,  plain  and  explicit  as  they  are,  there  could  be 
no  difficulty  in  determining  the  kind  or  extent  of  the  services  to  be 
rendered  by  the  claimants.     A  reference  to  the  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture, approved  Feb.  6,  1843,  under  which  the  contract  with  the 
claimants  was  made,  and  a  further  reference  to  the  resolution  ap- 
proved January  16, 1843,  providing  for  the  printing  for  the  Legis- 
lature then  in  session,  and  directing  the  manner  in  which  it  should  ' 
be  contracted  for,  shows  beyond  all  doubt  that  the  services  to  be 
rendered  by  the  claimants  consisted  of  the  printing  of  the  daily 
journals  of  the  two  Houses,  the  journals  of  the  two  Houses  in  book 
form  after  their  correction,  the  documents  of  the  two  Houses,  and 
the  publication  of  the  session  laws  of  1843,  or  as  it  is  more  briefly 
expressed  in  the  terms  of  the  contract,  *'  the  printiDg  that  shafl  be 
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required  by  the  legialature  to  be  done  in  1648."  It  it  not  pretended 
on  the  part  of  the  claimantB  that  they  have  not  been  paid  fi>r  all 
anch  serrices  as  they  have  performed ;  but  they  set  up  that  ander 
the  contracty  they  were  entitled  to  do  the  printing  fbr  the  year  1843 
for  the  other  departments  of  the  State  Government,  and  that  diia 
printing  being  withheld  from  them  and  given  to  others,  they  are 
equally  entitled  to  a  compensation  from  the  State  TreaaOiy  cona- 
menaurate  with  the  profits  of  all  this  work  done  by  others.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  Board  the  claimants  did  not  contract  to  do  this  print- 
ing*—they  had  no  right  to  the  doing  of  it  under  their  contract— the 
State  has  not  violated  its  contract,  and  that  this  portion  of  the  claim 
is  utterly  without  foundation. 

It  is  said  by  the  claimants  that  for  the  services  they  did  rendsr, 
they  were  paid  in  Siaie  Scrips  a  depreciated  currency,  and  that 
they  were  entitled  to  have  that  depreciation  made  good  to  them;. 
The  Board  entertain  some  doubt  whether  any  such  claim  vras  in- 
tended by  the  legislature  to  be  referred  to  them.  They  have,  how- 
ever,  considered  it,  and  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  claimants  have 
upon  this  ground  no  just  demand  against  the  State.  1  hey  vrere 
paid  in  such  funds  as  all  other  persons  having  demands  against  the 
State ;  in  the  paper  of  the  State;  they  received  it  in  satisfaction  of 
their  clura,  and  without  any  expectation  by  either  party,  that  die 
value  of  the  Scrips  then  or  at  any  future  time,  was  to  be  made  the 
fi>undatton  of  a  new  demand  against  the  State* 

The  other  portion  of  diis  claim  is  for  reading  proof  sheets  of  the 
matter  printed  under  the  contract  and  for  the  services  of  a  messen* 
ger  in  delivering  and  returning  proof  sheets.      All  this  the  Board 
think  was  the  proper  daty  of  the  claimants  under  their  oootnct, 
and  for  which  they  were  paid  by  the  contract  price.     Proof  read* 
ing  is  as  much  the  work  of  the   printer,  as  type  setting.     He  is 
bound  to  furnish  a  correct  puBKcation,  and  to  this  end  proof  read* 
ing  is  necessary.     Persons  or  the  State  furnishing  matter  fbr  the 
press,  may  deem  it  prudent  to  read  the  proof;    bat  this  does  not 
make  it  less  the  duty  of  the  publisher  to  furnish  a  correct  impres* 
sioB.    A  just  construction  of  this  contract  then,  imposes  upon  the 
claimants  the  duty  of  furnishing,  in  print,  correct  copies  of  the 
matter  given  then,  and  of  the  proof  reading,  as  necessary  to  this 
end. 
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On  tha  10th  day  of  August  leal,  the  Board  had  under  cenaidera- 
tion  the  daim  of  John  Prentis,  for  work  done  on  the  nox^enx  rait 
]x>ad,  under  a  contract  entered  faito  by  the  State  with  Tholxias  J« 
I>rake>  which  contract  was  afterwards  assigned  by. said  Drake  to 
seid  Prentis.  Upon  hearing  the  proofs  in  the  oasoi  the  daini  was 
xiejected  for  the  following  reasons :  After  the  work  for  which  said 
iPrentis  claimed  a  remuneration  was  done,  said  Prentis  assigned 
said  contract  together  with  his  claim  for  labor  to  one  Daniel  Ball, 
fer  a  consideration  agreed  upon  by  the  parties.  Some  time  subset* 
quentto  this  assignment,  Prentis  commenced  an  action  against  said 
Ball  in  the  Circuit  Oourt  for  Wayne  County,  and  recovered  a  judge* 
nent  fi>r  said  labor,  which  judgment  has  since  been  satisfied  by 
said  Ball.  Since  the  assignment  to  said  BaU,  he,  the  said  Ball,  set* 
tied  with  the  eoimnisBioners  of  Internal  ImproTement  and  received 
payment  of  all  that  was  due  him  upon  said  contract,  as  will  fiilly 
appear  by  the  vouchers  on  file  in  the  Auditor  Oeneral's  office. 

The  claim  of  Nathaniel  McSweeney,  referred  to  the  Board  by 
resolution  approved  March  17, 1847,  was*  on  die  4th  day  of  Nor. 
last,  settled;  and  upon  such  settlement  there  was  found  due  him 
seventy  dollars  and  thirteen  cents,  for  services  rendered  as  assistant 
weigb-master  in  the  warehouse  at  the  depot  of  the  Central  Rail 
Road  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  in  the  years  1843,  1844  and  1845*. 

The  claims  of  Harry  V.  Mao  and  Nathan  N.  KendaB,  referred 
to  the  Board  by  resolution  approved  March  17, 1847,  growing  out 
of  the  construction  of  the  Southern  Rail  Road  in  the  years  1840 
and  1841,  vrere  examined  by  the  Board  on  the  26th  day  of  Novem* 
ber  last,  and  allowed  as  follows :  To  Harry  V.  Man,  for^-seven 
dollars  and  nineteen  cents :  To  Nathan  N.  Kendall,  e)ghty*eight 
doQars  and  four  cents. 

RecapituliUum  of  Clams  oBowed  dwring  the  year. 
Central  Railroad,  damages  occasioned  by  the  running 

of  ears,  ti79  49 

Southern  Railroad,  (for  same,)  148  79 

To  John  Monroe,  2,975  51 

Patrick  Larkins,  61  87 

James  Kelley,  1,144  52 


70 

13 

47 

19 

88 

04 

$4,815 

45 
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Nadiaiuel  McSweeoay, 
Harry  V.  Man, 
Nathan  N.  Kendall, 

Total, 

On  the  30th  day  of  March  last,  the  Board  met  at  the  office  of 
the  Auditor  General,  and  examined  the  accounts  of  Alonzo  Fer- 
ris, late  Agent  of  the  State  Prison,  up  to  the  close  of  his  term  of 
office,  which  expired  on  the  20th  day  of  March,  1847;  On  auch 
examination  it  was  found  that  he  had  accounted  for,  and  paid  over 
all  moneys  received  by  him  as  such  Agent,  as  appeared  by  the 
Vouchers  presented  by  him,  and  by  the  books  of  the  Auditor  Gen- 
eral. 

On  the  20th  day  of  April  last,  the  Board  made  a  settlemeot  with 
J.  H.  Cleveland,  late  Superintendent  of  the  Southern  Railroad,  and 
found  that  he  had  paid  over  to  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Im- 
provement, all  moneys  which  had  come  to  his  hands  as  such  Su- 
perintendent  up  to  that  date. 

On  the  21st  day  of  April  last  a  settlement  was  made  with  John 
F.  Porter,  late  Acting  Conunissioner  of  Internal  Improvement^  at 
the  close  of  his  term  of  office,  there  was  found  remaining  in  his 
hands  the  sum  ofjfive  thattaemdjbrtif'teven  dollars  emd  UeaUy  caUt, 
which  amount  was  paid  over  by  him  to  the  Board  of  Internal  Im- 
provement, in  our  presence. 

The  Board  met  at  the  office  of  the  Auditor  General,  on  the  7th 
day  of  December  last,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  settlement  with 
Abiel  Silver,  commissioner  of  the  State  land  office,  of  his  accounts 
for  the  current  year  ending  the  80th  day  of  November  last.  Upon 
an  examination  of  the  abstracts  of  his  books,  and  the  returns  of  the 
recorder  of  the  land  office,  and  comparing  them  with  the  books  of 
the  State  Treasurer,  it  was  found  that  afler  deducting  the  amount 
of  the  expense  account  of  the  land  office,  which  we  examined  and 
allowed,  the  commissioner  had  pud  over  to  the  Treasurer  the 
amounts  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  several  accounts  kept  in  the 
books  of  his  office. 

On  the  17th  day  of  January  instant,  the  board  examined  the  ac- 
eouRU  of  Jonas  H.  Titus,  Agent  of  the  State  Prison,  up  to  the  close 
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«f  tbe  last  fiscal  year,  and  compared  them  with  the  books  and  vouch- 
«i8  in  the  Auditor  Generars  office.  Upon  such  examination  it 
was  found  that  said  Titus  had  fully  accouuted  for  all  moneys  which 
came  into  his  hands,  as  Agent,  during  said  year,  excepting  the  sum 
of  three  hundred  and  sixty-eight  dollars  and  sixty  one  cents  which 
xemained  in  Us  hands  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

G.  O.  WHITTEMORE,  Stcntary  of  Stau. 

GEO.  B.  COOPER,  StaU  Treasurer. 

E.  MUNDY,  AUomey  General. 

On  the  9th  day  of  December  last,  the  undersigned  examined 

the  accounts  of  George  B.  Cooper,  State  Treasurer,  and  counted 

the  money  in  the  hands  of  said  Treasurer.    Upon  such  examination 

there  was  found  to  be  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year, 

the  sum  of  sixty-four  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy  dollars 

and  thirty-three  cents,  exclusive  of  moneys  deposited  with  him  by 

■  the  Michigan  Central  Rail  Road  Company*  under  the  provisions  of 

the  act  incorporating  said  Company,  and  which  amounted  to  the 

further  sum  of  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-nine  dollaj9 

and  two  cents. 

G.  O.  WHITTEMORE, 

Secretary  of  State^ 

E.  MUNDY, 

AUomey  Oeneral, 
MiMgany  January  17,  1848. 
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Annual   Report  of  the  Board   of  State  Auditors  on 

Land  Claims. 

7b  the  Ltegidature  of  the  State  of  Michigan : 

Under  the  provisions  of  act  No.  102,  and  juint  resolution  No.  22, 
of  1845,  the  Board  of  State  Auditors  on  land  claims,  has  held  two 
sessions  during  the  past  fiscal  year.  At  the  first  of  which,  in  Februa- 
ry last,  application  for  relief  was  filed  by  Wilson  H.  Stout.  And  upon 
examining  his  case,  the  Board  resolved  that  the  saiil  Stout  was  entitled 
to  the  reduction  of  price  contemplated  by  act  No.  27,  approved  Feb- 
ruary 15,  1842,  of  the  south  half  of  tlie  south-west  (quarter  of  section 
nunnber  sixteen,  in  town  five  south,  of  range  three  east,  and  that  the 
said  reduction  was  three  dollars  per  acre,  to  take  effect  on  the  first  day 
of  March,  1842.  The  board,  therefore,  awarded  accordingly.  This 
award  was  approved  by  the  Governor,  and  accepted  by  the  claimant 

At  the  .second  session  of  the  board,  in  July  last,  the  case  of  Job 
Brookfield,  R.  C.  Payne  and  C.  Dana,  was  again  brought  before  the 
board  by  the  said  Payne  and  Dapa,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  joint 
resolution  number  14,  approved  March  5,  1847.  But,  for  want  of 
proper  evidence,  the  examination  and  consideration  of  the  case  were 
postponed  till  the  next  regular  session  6f  the  lx)ard. 

The  two  cases  above  mentioned,  comprise  all  the  business  of  the 
board  for  the  last  fiscal  year. 

-   As  the  act  to  establish  this  Iward,  aj)proved  March  24,  184.'),  requires 

said  boaard  to  hold  its  sessions  in  tlie  city  of  Detroit,  and  as  neither  of 

the  members  of  said  board  will  reside  there  after  the  first  of  January 

next,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  said  act  be  so  amended  as  to  re- 

•  quire  its  sessions  to  be  held  at  the  State  Land  OlTice.     This  will  not 
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only  be  the  most  convenient  point  for  ■csombling,  but  will  be  where 
the  papers  and  books  of  record  of  die  boainess  of  said  boanl  are 
kqpt» 

An  of  which  is  respectfiilly  submitted. 

ABIEL  SILVER, 

Dec  1,1847.  Chairmam  qf  the  Board.  ^ 


STATE     OF     MICHIGAN 


No.  11. 


LEGISLATURE,  1848. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  State  Assets. 

Board  op  Trustees  StXte  Assets,  ) 

D^oU,  Dec.  h  1847.      ) 

To  tht  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Michigan: 

The  Bdard  of  Trustees  organized  under  the  act  No.  68,  of  1842, 
have  the  honor  to  report : 

That'th^y  have  endeavored,  daring  the  past  year,  to  ascertain 
the  ^cact  condition  of  the  demands  or  evidences  of  indebtedness 
which  were  surrendered  and  delivered  over  to  the  Board  the  year 
previous,  by  Mr.  Piatt,  Ex-Attopey  General. 

The  result  of  their  investigations  thus  far,  show  that  some  of 
them  had  been  previously  settled,  some  have  been  prosecuted  to 
judgment,  some  are  yet  in  suit,  while  others  have  received  no  spe- 
dal  attention;  nearly  all  of  which  is  of  doubtful  responsibility,  and 
it  is  believed  that  a  very  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  nominal 
amount  will  ever  be  collected. 

Some  of  these  claims  have  been  delivered  to  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral for  collection,  and  it  will  be  the  effort  of  the  Board  to  arrange 
and  bring  to  settlement  such  as  may  be  found  to  be  collectable,  and 
as  speedily  as  possible. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  State  Land  Office  will 
afford  all  necessary  information  concerning  the  sales  and  situation 
of  the  '*  asset  lands''  which  have  been  conveyed  to  the  State  inpay- 
m%Dt  of  debts  due  from  the  Michigan  State  Bank  and  others,  and 
which  have  been  appraised  by  the  trustees  and  the-  commissioner, 
and  made  subject  to  entry  at  the  said  land  office  in  pursuance  of  law. 

Annexed  is  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  by 
the  board  during  the  past  year. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

D.  V.  BELL,  Aud.  Gen'L 
GEO.  B.  COOPER,  StaU  Tteaturer. 
G.  O.  WHITTEMORE,iSec'ye/''Ste/e. 
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1846. 


Dec.  31. 


«<    it 


JhttUti  ^  Suue  As$eii  m  aoeamu 

DR. 

To  balance  on  band  Dec.  1, 1846,  $14  86 

"  amount  received  for  the  ioteveft  of  tbe 
State  in  certain  ahares  of  "  Waterloo 
Stock/'  wbicb  bad  been  aMgned  to  tbe 
State*  and  purcbaaed  by  C.  O^Flynn  and 
W.  K.  Coyle,  50  00 

'*  amount  received  from  Z.  TiUotson  on  fet- 

dement  of  mortgage  executed  by  bim,    1,102  08 

1847. 

Jan.   19.    **  received  of  M.  &  Medbury,  amount  of 

bis  note  and  interest, 

May  31.    **  received  ofR.S.  Hicks,  on  account  of  rent 

of  bouse  in  Cass  street, 

July   2.      "  received  of  W.  J.  Brown,    do    do    do 

Oct.    6.      "  received  from  State  Treasurer,  refunded 

payment  of  taxes  on  lands  mortgaged 
by  estate  of  Gray,  in  1842, 


108  63 

3  00 
3  00 


16  96 
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Nov.  SO.  To  balance  on  band, 


tl29  42 
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unA  tie  State  ^  MiMgan, 

1847.  CR 

Jan.    6.    Bj  paid  Sl^eriff  of  Calhoun  County,  bill 

costs  and  fees,  $16  15 

*'  paid  State  Tteasuror,  1,102  08 

Feb.  16.    '*  paid  Register  of  Deeds,  Eaton  Coun^, 

recording  deed,  1  00 

**   22.    "  paid  Geo.  R.  Griswold,  Clerk  Wayne 

County,  fees,  &c.,  15  00 

April  24.    "  paid  Noyes  and  Burt,  attorneys  at  law  in 

New  York,  for  professional  sendees,  20  00 

Oct.  6«       "  paid  taxes  for  1844  on  lands  mortgaged 

by  estate  of  Gray,  15  88 

**  balance  on  hand,  129  42 
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COMPILATION 


FBOICTin 


ANNUAL   REPORTS 


OVTHt 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION 


or  TBI 


STATE  OP  MICHIGAN, 


For  tlie  years  1845  and  '46t 


WITH   IMPORTANT   ADDITIONS, 


I1BRACIR6  THE  REPORT  FOR  THE  TEAR  1847. 


Prepared  puraaant  to  the  dlreetioiu  of  the  LegUlature, 

BY  IRA  MAYHEW, 

SUPERnrf  ENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


IDctroU : 

BAOO  ft  HARMON,  PRINTERS  TO  THE  STATE. 

1848. 


JOINT  RESOLUTION  rehuive  to  jnOUshing  the  Rtporia  rf  the 

SupermtendefU  of  Public  Instruction. 

* 

Reeolvedhy  Ae  SenaUand  Houn  4^  Repreeentativei  of  the  State  of 
Michigan,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Inttrudioa  be  re- 
quested to  compile  so  much  of  his  annual  reports  for  the  years 
^ghteen  hundred  and  forty-five  and  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
six,  as  he  may  deem  necessary  for  the  purpose  oi  giving  general 
information  relative  to  common  schools,  and  that  the  contractor  to 
do  the  state  printing  be  required  to  print  four  thousand  and  five 
hundred  copies  of  said  compilation  of  reports,  to  be  distributed  by 
said  superintendent  of  public  instmetion,  one  copy  to  each  township 
and  county  clerk,  one  copy  to  each  school  inspector,  and  one  copy 
to  each  school  director  within  this  state,  and  to  such  other  persons 
as  he  may  deem  advisable.  •  •  •  •  • 

Approved  March  4,  1847. 


,  ■S^N.«-<w-'^^^V_^-'v^V^  N-'>»-  -.ySf'' 


In  purauance  of  the  preceding  Joimt  Hesolution,  the  Superin- 
tendent will  forward  to  die  iereral  County  Clerks  in  the  State*  a 
package  of  thia  Compilation  from  his  Annual  Bapoits«  to  be  diatri- 
bated  aa  lollowa : 

1.  A  copj  for  die  county  clerk*a  office ; 

2.  A  copy  for  each  township  clerk  in  the  county,  for  the  use  of 
the  board  of  school  inspecton ; 

3.  A  copy  for  every  director  of  a  school  district,  for  the  use  of 
district  board. 

The  directors  of  fractional  districts  wiU  receive  this  pampUet 
from  the  township  clerk  to  whom  they  are  required  by  law  to 
make  their  annual  reports.  [See  section  81  of  the  Revised  School 
Law.] 

This  pamphlet  will  be  received  by  those  penons  entitled  to  it  io 
their  official  capacity.  It  hence  becomes  a  part  of  the  papers  of 
their  office,  which  they  are  reqaired  by  law  to  deliver  to  their  suc- 
cessors. 


COMPILATION 

FROM  THE  ANNUi^L  REPORTS  OP  THE  SUPERIN- 
TENDENT OP  PUPLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


OrFscK  or  Sufibintinbknt  of  Public  Instruction^  \ 
Mamve,  December  10, 1847.  ) 


7b  Ae  Legidatureof  tke  8taU  of 

By  a  joint  resolution  of  the  last  legislature,  approved  March  4tb| 
1847»  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instnio- 
tion  *'  to  compile  so  much  of  his  annual  reports  fin:  the  years  eight- 
een hundred  and  forty-five,  and  eighteen  hundred  and  Ibrty-six,  ss 
he  may  deem  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  general  infbrma- 
tioii  relative  to  common  schooUu" 

The  proper  dischai^ge  of  other  important  duties  has  required  so 
great  a  proportiott  of  my  time,  that  the  execution  of  this  important 
triMt  has  necessarily  been  delayed  longer  than  it  otherwise  would 
have  been.  Among  the  most  importaot  of  these  duties,  hss  been 
the  publication  of  the  "  statutes  of  the  state,  relating  to  primary 
schools,  with  explanatory  notes,  and  forms  for  conducting  aU  pro* 
ceedinga  under  saia  laws." 

In  the  preparation  of  this  compilation,  I  have  concluded  not  only 
to  omit  certain  portions  of  my  former  reports,  but  to  introduce  such 
additional  matter  as  vrill  render  the  document  more  usefiil.  In  de* 
ing  this,  I  have  interspened  among  my  former  reports,  and  ^penp 
ded  to  them,  nearly  the  same  matter  which  otherwise  would  have 
constituted  my  aonnal  report  for  the  current  year.  This  course  was 
not  determined  upon  until  after  consulting  several  members  of  the 
legislature,  by  which  the  joint  resolution  was  adopted,  of  which  the 
jmoeding  is  an  extract ;  and  also  with  the  contractor  to  do  the 
state  printmgt    Care  has  been  taken  to  omit  more  matter  originally 
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printed  in  the  former  reports,  than  the  total  amount  of  new  matter 
introduced  into  this  compilation. 

The  following  is  from  the  first  annual  report  of  the  undersigned, 
dated  December,  1845,  and  made  to  the  legislature  that  convened 
January,  1846 — the  same  being  the  tenth  annual  report  from 
this  department: 

1. 

DUTY  OF  STATES  IN  RELATION  TO  EDUCATION; 

In  a  goTemment  like  ours,  in  which  hereditary  rights  are  unaa* 
sorted,  where  title  and  ancestry  give  place  to  the  superior  claims  of 
personal  merit,  where  it  may  be  said  with  emphasb,  men  are  madb, 
NOT  IftoRN,  the  education  of  our  country's  youth  becomes  an  object 
of  paramount  importance.  Upon  it  rest  the  security  of  our  indi- 
vidual and  social  enjoyments,  the  permanency  of  our  civil  and  re- 
ligious institutions,  and  the  perpetuity  of  our  national  government* 
About  nineteen-twentieths  of  our  population  receive  their  entire 
scholastic  instruction  in  ourcommon  schools.  Although  our  acad- 
emies, seminaries  of  learning,  and  colleges  offer  superior  facilities 
for  the  acquisition  of  a  thorough  and  extensive  education,  yet  the 
limited  means  of  the  great  majority  of  our  citizens,  the  necessity 
of  children's  assisting  their  parents  in  their  domestic  employmenta, 
and  numerous  other  circumstances,  deny  these  facilities  to  the  mant, 
and  in  reality  proffer  them  only  to  the  pew.  The  education  whiefa 
does  and  must  stamp  our  national  character,  is  that  which  is  received 
in  our  common  schools.  The  common  school,  hence,  becomes  em- 
phatically THE  People's  College. 

Let  me  not  be  understood  in  these  remarks,  as  undervaluing  col- 
legiate instruction,  which  may  add  grandeur  to  greatness,  with  tliese 
who  can  avail  themselves  of  such  advantages. 

Hie  educ&tion  of  children  in  a  manner  suitable  to  their  station 
and  calling,  is  generally  considered  a  branch  of  parental  duty  of  ve- 
ry great  importance  to  the  welfare  of  the  state.  BdMoatifm^  (as  here 
used,)  impiies  every  preparation  that  is  made  in  youik  Jbr  ajkr  1^ 
Tliis  parental  duty  is  strongly  and  persuasively  inculcated  by  wri- 
ters on  natural  law.  Says  Kent,  ''A  parent  who  sends  his  son  into 
the  world  uneducated,  and  without  skill  in  any  art  or  science,  does 
a  great  injury  to  mankind,  as  well  as  to  his  own  family,  for  he  de- 
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fnudfl  the  coDunwiity  of  a  luefiil  citizeD,  asd  beqaeath*  to  i%  a  nui* 
•aoce."  Pakj  says,  *'  To  send  an  utiadticated  child  into  thp  worid . 
ia  a  publio  injury,  and  little  better  than  to  turo  a  mad  dog  or  a  wild 
Waat  into  the  streets."  Solon,  the  great  Athenian  law-giver,  was 
BO  deeply  impressed  with  this  obligation,  that  be  even  excused  the 
children  of  Athens  from  maintaining  their  parents,  if  they  had  neg*. 
lected  to  train  them  to  some  art  or  profession. 

Enlightened  and  liberal  minded  individuals  of  every  age  and  na* 
tion,  have  regarded  it  the  duty  of  State  to  provide  for  the  edocatioa 
of  the  children  of  the  poor.  Distinguished  exertions  have  been 
made  in  several  parts  of  modern  Enrope,  for  the  inlrodnction  of 
elen^entary  instruction  accessible  to  the  young  of  all  classes.  This, 
has  been  the  case  particularly  in  Denmark,  Prussia*  and  some  parts 
of  Germany  and  Switzerland.  In  this  branch  of  politkaleconouqr* 
Scotland  attaiaied  to  early  and  very  honorable  pre-eminence.  More 
than  two  centuries  ago,  the  Scottish  parliament  adopted  measures 
for  settling  and  supporting  a  common  school  in  each  parish,  at  the 
«xp^nse  of  the  landed  proprietors.  And  what  has  been  the  result  t 
The  Scotch  are,  as  a  nation,  better  instracted,  an4  more  moral  and 
religious  in  their  habi^,  than  any  other  people  in  Europe* 

Frederick  theGreat^  King  of  Prussia, established  common  schools 
throaghout  his  dominions,  and  made  surprisingly  liberal  pcovMon. 
for  the  education  and  supply  of  competent  teachers.  He  directed 
by  ordinance  in  1765,  that  a  school  should  bekeptin  every  vUlage* 
and  subsistence  for  the  school  and  nwter  raised  by  ^x  levied  on 
the  k>rd  of  the  village  and  the  tenants,  without .  dastinctioii.  The 
boys  were  to  be  sent  from  their  sixth  to  their  thirteenth  yesr^  wbedi- 
er  their  parenis  were  able  to  pay  the  school  tax  or  not,  and  the  pa* 
rent  or  gofirdian  was  doubly  taxed  who  negbcted,  vi^thout  sufficient 
cause,  to  send  his  child  or  pupil.  Still  more :  When,  a*  parent 
refuses,  without,  satis&ctoij  exQuse,  to  send  his  child  to  schori  the 
time  reqiiired  by  lavr,  he  is  cited  befere  the  court,  tried,  and  if  he 
refuses  compliance,  the  child  is  taken  from  him  and  sent  to  school^ 
and  the  father  to  prison.  Tha  rasuk  is  what  might  be  expected ; 
educatbn  is  more  general  in  Prussia  than  in  any  other  couatiy  on 
the  continent.  In  some  ef  the  European  States,  the  citizens  are 
required  by  law  to  possess  a  certain  amount  of  elementary  iastmc- 
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thm,  togedior  wilb  tfae  foaaoiuMe  prospeA  of  tuppordag  a  &mily» 
before  tbey  are  allowed  to  enter  into  tKe  marrii^  relation.  ' 

But  it  may  1>e  Baid  hj  aome,  as  indeed  it  now  and  tben  is,  that 
'  this  IB  an  arlntraty  and  abuBtre  ubo  of  power  exercised  in  tfae  noon^ 
archies  of  Europe,  but  unbecoming  a  republican  goyemment  like 
ouTB.  Tbe  people  here^  they  claim,  should  he  Jrte  to  establiBh  achoola 
or  not,  as  they  choose. 

In  what»  let  me  ask,  does  the  perfection  of  cifil  liberty  consist  t 
Not  in  afiowing  every  man  to  do  as  he  pleases,  witliput  regard  to 
consequences,  certainly.  But  rather  in  abridging  the  priTileges  of 
individuals,  whenever  it  becomes  neeesiary  to  do  so,  in  order  to  prcK 
mote  the  general  prosperity  of  the  State.  I  would  tben  suggest 
the  inquiry  whether  it  would  not  be  politic  to  withold  the  privilege 
of  exercising  the  elective  franchise,  after  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  fifty-tvro^  or  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-six,  at  farthest,  from  all 
persons  who  are  onable  to  read  and  write ;  and  to  prohibit  them* 
even,  from  enteting  into  tfae  marriage,  relation.  This  prohibition 
and  forfeiture  shooM  apply  particularly^  (and  perhaps  excfaudvely^) 
to  minors  who  pass  die  period  of  their  majority  after  said  datea. 
The  object  would  «Mi  be  to  prevent  persons  from  Tocing,  or  to  take 
from  them  any  of  the  privileges  of  freemen.  It  tomM  be  to  encour- 
age  them  to  make  the  necessaty  attainments  to  govern  tfaemsdives 
and  their  ftmiliesi  and  salbly  to  partidpate  in  the  government  €^ 
outt  happy  country.  Nor  yet  would  the  object  be  to  prevent  per* 
sons' getting  married.  No!  no  I!  It  would  rattier  be  to  throw 
around  Aat  sacred  iastitatian  an  adtHtional  prottoctiont  and  tfaos 
prevent,  in  a  measure,  the  increase  of  pauperism  and  crime ;  of 
wielcbedness  and  human  degradation;  and  do  somediing  to  pro* 
mme  domestic  and  social  happiness,  and  the  permanent  elevation 
of  hmn^  kiad. 

Some  frir  one,  it  is  true,  might  be  wooed  by  a  gallant,  though 
unlettered  lover.  But  she  need  not  hence,  of  necessity,  reject  his 
suit  She  mi|^t  become  his  teacher  I^^Oh !  how  interesthg,  under 
auoh  droumstances,  would  be  the  lessons  of  instruction !  And  how 
profitaUe^  too,  to  the  parties  themBehres,  and  to  their  posterity,  to 
t'je  latest  generations.  Should  die  lover  refuse  to  accept  the  bread 
of  intellectual  life  when  oflbred  to  him  by  tfae  object  of  his  choice. 


MR.  MAYHEW'S  REPORTS,  9 

he  would  pvcnte  btmaelf  attk6  unworthy  of  ker  hand  and  heart  If 
neither  party  were  capable  of  teaching  the  other,  instead  of  spend- 
ing  their  tine  and  means  in  attending  circuses,  bails,  concerts  of  a 
Idw  order,  and  other  places  of  doubtfid  utility — as  is  almost  of 
necessity  the  practice  of  those  whose  minds  and  hearts  are  unculti* 
yated,  and  who  know  no  higher  source  of  enjoyment — they  might 
join  with  others,  and,  making  up  a  school  of  young  persons,  similar- 
ly  circumstanced,  it  may  be,  employ  a  suitable  teacher,  and  spend 
a  portion  of  the  ordinary  period  of  courtship^^vni  especially  their 
eteningif  to  a  reasonable  hour— -in  learning  to  read  and  write,  and 
in  storing  their  minds  with  such  useful  knowledge  as  is  necessary 
to  qualify  them  to  discharge  their  duty  as  parents  and  citizens,  in  a 
manner  creditable  to  themselves,  and  safe  to  the  community. 

To  enjoy  civil  and  religious  liberty,  a  people  must  be  educated ; 
not  ^/ew  of  them  merely,  but  the  whole  people.  This  truth  might 
be  illustrated  by  reference  to  the  history  of  nations,  and  the  pros- 
perity of  different  states,  jand  of  the  same  state  at  dUlerent  periods 
in  her  history.  If  we  would  know  and  enjoy  our  privileges  as  citi« 
zensof  an  independent  and  confederate  state,  we  mustdevelope 
our  own  moral  and  intellectual  resources.  If  we  would  perpetuate 
the  blessings  of  aftee  government,  we  must  educate  our  country's 
youth.  Every  child  in  the  State,  on  arriving  at  the  period  of  his 
majority,  Aould  be  able  to  read  our  common  language  nnderstand- 
ingly,  to  write  legibly,  and  compute  accounts.  Nay,  more— he 
should  understand  the  genius  of  our  government,  be  an  indepen- 
dent thinker,  and*  be  thoroughly  established  in  virtue.  The  spirit 
of  a  republican  government  cannot  exist,  where  the  means  of  know- 
ledge are  not  universally  disseminated  among  the  body  politic. 
Demagogues  may  harangue  an  ignorant  populace,  and  basely  eu- 
logize them  as  the  enlightened  democracy,  to  obtain  their  votes, 
and  secure  their  own  promotion,  for  sinister  purposes,  while  the 
^fi^rm  of  government  remains  unchanged.  But  the  glory  has  de- 
parted. The  people,  in  such  cases,  are  led  by  traitors  in  a  way 
they  know  not  They  are  no  longer^T'^e. '  They  are,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  in  davery.  I  use  not  the  term  democracy  as  applica- 
ble to  any  one  political  party  exdtuivdy,  but  as  a  cognomen  claimed 
by  dOpartiet. 
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Great  piitiB  have  bean  taken,  and  munificent  provision  has  been 
made,  in  this  country,  to  diSuse  the  meana  of  knowledge,  and  to 
render  elementary  instruction  accessible  to  alL  The  first  legal  pro- 
▼i^ion  for  sustaining  free  public  schools,  v^as  in  1647,  and  Massa* 
chusetts  has  the  honor  of  taking  the  lead,  in  this  country,  in  this 
great  and  wise  policy.  In  the  colonies  of  New  Haven  and  Con- 
necticut, early  provision  was  made  for  the  establishment  and  main* 
tenance  of  common  schools,  which  were  placed  upon  a  permanent 
foundation  a  century  before  the  Revolution.  The  State  of  Connec- 
ticut has,  by  her  constitution,  declared  the  school  fund  to  be  perpet- 
ual and  inviolate.  Ordinary  education  so  far  enforced,  (and  ia- 
deed  was  long  prior  to  the  Revolution,)  that  if  parents  will  not 
teach  their  children  the  elements  of  knowledge,  by  causing  them  to 
read  the  English  tongue  well,,  and  to  know  the  laws  against  capital 
offences,  the  select  men  of  the  town  are  enjoined  to  take  their  chil- 
dren from  such  parents,  and  biod  them  out  to  proper  masters,  where 
they  will  be  educated  to  some  useful  employment,  and  be  taught 
to  read  and  write,  and  the  rules  of  arithmetic,  necessary  to  transact 
ordinary  business.  This  regulation,  said  the  late  Chief  Justice 
Reeve,  has  produced  very  astonishing  effects,  and  to  it  is  to  be  at- 
tributed the  knowledge  of  reading  and  writing  so  universal  among 
the  people  of  that  State.  During  the  twenty-seven  years  in  which 
that  distinguished  lawyer  was  in  extensive  practice,  he  infarms  ua 
never  found  but  one  person  in  Connecticut  who  could  not  read  and 
write. 

According  to  an  authentic  document,  there  are  now  fewer  per- 
sons in  Connecticut  that  are  unable  to  read  and  write,  in  proportion 
to  the  whole  population,  than  in  any  other  State  in  the  Unioiu 
Michigan,  I  am  happy  to  say,  is  second  only  to  the  New  England 
States. 

The  following  paragraph  is  from  the  Massachusetts  Colony  Laws 
of  1642 :  **  Forasmuch  as  the  good  education  of  children  is  of 
singular  behoof  and  benefit  to  any  Commonwealth ;  and  whereas, 
many  parents  and  masters  are  too  indolent  and  negligent  of  their 
duty  in  that  kind  ; — ^It  is  ordered  that  the  select- men  of  every  town 
in  the  several  precincts  and  quarters,  where  they  dwell,  shall  have 
a  vigilant  eye  over  their  brethren  and  neighbors,  to  see  first,  tha( 


MR.  MAYHEW^  iEPORTS.  11 

DODO  of  them  afadl  suffer  so  rnuih  beibarism  in  any  of  their  fkmiliest 
as  not  to  teach,  by  themselves  or  others,  their  children  and  apprea- 
tices,  no  mnch  learning  as  may  enable  them  perfectly  to  read  the 
Soglish  tongoe,  *  *  *  upon  penalty  of  Heenty  MUmgM  for  each 
neglect  therein." 

With  such  laws  as  the  preceding,  in  force  more  than  two  hundred 
years  ago,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  4>&t  Massachusetts  stands 
confessedly  at  the  head  of  the  American  States  in  the  department 
of  Popular  Education,  and  unrivalled  by  any  State  or  cation. 

Said  the  father  of  our  country,  in  his  farewell  address,  *'  Promote 
as  an  object  of  primary  importance,  institutions  for  the  general  dif- 
fusion of  knowledge."  He  added,  in  the  immediate  connection,-^ 
*'  In-  proportion  as  the  structure  of  a  goTemment  gives  force  to  pub- 
lic opinion,  it  is  Essential  that  public  opinion  should  be  enlightened." 
Several  of  the  States  have  responded  to  this  sentiment,  and  made 
the  maintenance  of  public  schools  an  article  in  their  constitutions ; 
and  others  have  made  legislative  provision  for  the  establishment 
andaupport  of  elementary  schools,  accessible  to  all  the  children  ia 
the  State,  the  poor  as  well  as  the' rich. 

It  is  expressly  prbvided  in  the  10th  article  of  the  constitution  of 
our  own  State,  that  **The  legislature  shall  encourage,  by  all  suitable 
means,  the  promotion  of  intellectual,  scientific,  and  agricultural  im- 
provement." It  is  further  provided  in  that  instrument,  that  *'  The 
proceeds  of  all  lands  that  have  been,  or  hereafter  may  be  granted 
by  the  United  Staiea  to  this  State,  for  the  support  of  schools,  which 
shall  be  hereafter  sold  or  disposed  of,  sfaaH  be  and  remain  a  perpet- 
ual fund ;  the  interest  of  which,  together  with  the  rents  of  all  sock 
unsold  lands,  shall  be  inviolably  appropriated  to  the  support  of 
sdiools  throughout  the  State." 

Constitutional  provision  is  also  made  for  the  establishment  and 
support  of  a  University,  with  such  branches  as  the  public  conven- 
ience may  demand,  for  the  promotion  of  literature,  and  the  arts  and  • 
sciences* 

This  constitution  was  adopted  ten  years  ago.  Our  system  of 
common  schools  based  upon  it  has  been  in  operadon  nine  years. 
The  number  of  counties.  towDjfaips,  and  districts*  thai  have  availed 
themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the  school  law,  has  increased  from 
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jeftr  to  jesr,  as  showii  bj  the  mpottB  of  the  mocetttte  ettpertntMi- 
dents. 

Sevenl  bmiches  were  oi^g^aaized  by  the  RegoQt*^  from  time  to 
tifloe,  and  fbnr  years  ago  the  Univenky  proper  was  opened*  tha 
first  fruits  of  whieh  have  recently,  [1845,]  gone  forth  to  ornament 
society,  and  bless  oar  State  and  nation. 

llie  foundation  of  our  system  of  education  may  be  considered  as 
laid  long  prior  to  the  ratification  of  our  State  constitutyoD  by  Con- 
gress, June  15th,  1836.  In  the  memorable  Ordinance  of  July  ISth, 
1787,  for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  Statesaotth 
west  of  the  river  Ohio,  "  It  is  ordained  and  dedared  by  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  that  the  following  articles,  [six  in 
number,]  shall  be  considered  as  articles  of  compact  between  the 
original  States,  and  the  people  and  States  in  the  said  Territoiy,  and 
forever  remain  unaltered,  unless  by  common  consent,  to  wit : 

'*AkTI€LB  III* 

**  Religion,  morality,  and  knowledge,  being  necessaiy  to  good  go- 
vernment and  the  happiness  of  mankind,  schools  Axm  rmm  ioaivs 

or  SDI7CATION  SHALL   FOREVBR  U    SNCOVaAOBn.'*  •  •  • 

We  may,  then,  with  pride  and  gratitude,  point  to  this  celebrated 
instrument  as  the  origin  of  our  admirable  system  of  Common  School 


2. 

EXAMINATION. OF  OVB  STBTBIf   OF   COMMON   SCHOOLS. 

Our  system  of  Public  Instniction  is  very  generally  and  justly 
commended  by  all  who  are  acquainted  with  it»  In  sonae  reapeds, 
it  istrue,  it  might  be  improved.  But  with  a  very  few  modifieationa 
it  will  not  be  tnfiirior  to  the  system  of  any  state  or  nation.  We 
shall  have  occasion  to  mention  several  of  the  leading  features  of 
our  system. 

The  Constitution  provides  tor  the  maintenance  of  a  primary  or 
common  school,  three  months,  at  least,  during  the  year,  in  every 
school  district  in  the  State.  Districts  that  do  not  comply  with  this 
requirement,  are  not  allowed  to  participate  in  the  avails  of  the 
school  fund.  The  interest  of  this  fund,  distributed  in  May  last, 
[1847,]  was  upwards  of  thirty*two  thousand  dollan,  and  inereases 
several  thousand  doDan  eveiy  year.    In  large  dittrietSi  (which 
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are  generally  the  moat  profitable,)  the  public  moaey  U  already 
saffieient  to  meet  a  considerable  pait  of  the  toitioD  for  four  or  fire 
months.  If  aaeh  distiicte  will  co-operate  with  the  State,  they  may, 
at  a  moderate  expense,  maintain  good  schools  eight  or  tea  months 
during  the  year.  Moreover,  in  addition  to  the  interest  of  the  pii- 
mary  school  fund,  which,  as  we  have  seen,  is  increastog  amioally, 
wel^ve  other  and  more  ample  means  of  supporting  common  schools. 
Our  statutes  seem  now,[1847,]  to  recognize  the  doctrine  that  ^^o- 
j^yqf  the  State  should  educate  the  children  cf  the  State, 

Section  140  of  the  statutes  relating  to  common  schools,  provides 
that  "  The  qaalified  voters  of  any  township  may,  by  vote  at  the  an- 
nual township  meeting,  raise  by  tax  a  sum  not  exceeding  ^(bf  cents 
for  every  scholar  in  the  township  between  the  ages  of  four  and 
eighteen  years,  for  the  support  of  common  schools  in  the  township,* 
in  addition  to  the  taxes  hereinbefore  required  to  be  raised  for  that 
purpose ;  and  such  tax  shall  be  levied,  collected  and  returned,  in 
the  same  manner  as  township  taxes  are  levied,  collected  and  re- 
turned." 

Although  this  section  of  law  was  in  force  but  a  few  weeks  before 
the  last  annual  township  meetings  of  the  State,  and  its  provisions 
were  not  very  extensively  known,  still.in  several  instances  that  have 
come  to  my  knowledge,  a  fifty « cent  tax  was  voted  unammaualy ;  and 
in  other  cases,there  were  but  one  or  two  dissenting  votes  in  a  town- 
ship. It  IS  earnestly  recommended  to  all  the  townships  of  the  State 
to  avail  themselves  of  this  provision  of  law,  and  to  do  what  they 
can  towards  rendering  the  instruction  aflforded  in  our  common 
schools  ^%free  to  all  classes  of  children  as  the  air  toe  breathe. 

Section  107  further  provides  that  "The  supervisor  shall  also  as- 
sess upon  the  taxable  property  of  his  township,  one  mill  on  each 
dollar  of  the  valuation  thereof  in  each  year ;  and  twenty-€ve  dol- 
lars of  the  same  shall  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  books  for  the 
township  library,  and  the  remainder  thereof  shall  be  apportioned  to 
the  several  school  districts  in  the  township,  for  the  support  of  schoob 
therein." 

From  these  three  sources,  we  may  make  up,  annually,  a  liberal 
fund  for  the  support  of  the  common  schools  of  the  State,  which  will 
admit  of  a  large  yearly  increase. 
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The  MtimoM  for  the  year  1848  stands  thus : 
Interest  ef  the  primary  school  ftind,  $34,000 

Fifty  cents  for  every  child  in  the  State  between  die  ages 

of  four  and  eighteen  yean,  65,000 

Excess  of  mill  tax,  after  deducting  twenty-five  doUara 

fi>r  townsh^  library,  23,000 

Total  from  all  sources,  per  annum,  tl22,000 

'  One  desirable  feature,  then,  in  our  educational  system,  is,  that 
enr  schools  may  be  maintained  without  being  burdensome. 

Again :  If  a  child  knocks  at  the  door  of  a  select  school,  and  his 
parents  are  able  to  furnish  him  with  books  and  pay  tweWe  or  fifteen 
dollars  a  year  for  his  tuition,  he  is  allowed  to  enter :  otherwise  he 
is  turned  empty  away,  and  suffered  to  famish  for  the  bread  of  intel- 
lectual life.  Not  so  with  our  common  schools.  Tkey  are  apem  to 
ALL.  The  child  of  poverty  and  want,  knocking  at  the  door  of  the 
common  school  house,  finds  there  an  asylum.  He  is  permitted  to 
enter ;  to  warm  by  the  fire,  and  receive  instruction  from  the  teacher. 
If  his  parents  are  unable  to  pay  for  these  privileges,  the  law  pro- 
vides that  they  may  become  a  tax  upon  the  property  of  the  district. 
Provision  is  also  made  for  the  supply  of  destitute  children  with 
books  necessary  fi)r  their  instruction^  at  the  expense  of  the  district. 
These  are  admirable  features  in  our  common  school  system,  aiid 
are  alike  creditable  to  the  head  and  heart  of  him  with  whom  they 
originated. 

The  following  are  the  sections  referred  to,  from  the  Revised 
School  Law  of  1847 : 

"Sec.  57.  The  district  board  may  purchase,  at  the  expense  of 
the  district,  such  school  books  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  use  of 
children.admitted  by  them  to  the  district  school  free  of  charge,  and 
they  shall  include  tho  amount  of  such  purchases,  and  the  amount 
which  would  have  been  payable  for  fuel  and  teachers*  wages  by 
persons  exempted  from  th^  payment  thereof,  together  with  any 
sums  on  the  district  rate  bills,  which  could  not  be  collected,  in  their 
report  to  the  supervisor  or  supervisors,  to  be  assessed  as  aforesaid.* 


*  On  Oie  taxable  propettT  within  the  district 
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**  Sbc.  58.  Smid  boftrd  slidl  exempt  from  tbe  payment  of  teacbera' 
wages,  atid  from  providiDg  fael  for  the  t/se  of  the  district,  all  stidi 
persons  residing  theieni,  as  in  their  opinion  ought  to  be  exempted, 
and  shall  certify  sach  exemptions  to  the  director ;  and  the  children 
of  such  persons  shall  be  admitted  to  the  district  school  free  of 
charge  ddriog  the  time  of  such  exemption/' 

3. 

ORIGIN   AKD   CONDITION   OF   THE   UNIYERSrTT. 

As  the  resolution  under  which  this  compilation  is  prepared,  asks 
only  for  "  general  information  relative  to  common  schools,**  my  re- 
marks -in  relation  to  the  UniTersity  will  be  brief. 

If  the  foundation  for  the  establishment  of  a  State  University  does 
not  rest  in  the  ordinance  of  1787,  to  which  we  have  already  refer- 
red, and  from  the  third  article  of  which  we  have  introduced  a  qno- 
tation;  [see  the  12th  page  of  this  report,]  it  certainly  dates  as  fkr 
back  as  the  year  1804. 

The  following  is  the  action  of  Congress  in  relation  to  this  subject ; 

"AN  ACT  concerning  a  Seminary  of  Learning  in  the  Territory 

of  Michigan. 

**Be  U  enacted,  hy  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Repraenfniives  of  the  Unu 
ted  States  of  America,  ^  Congress  assembled,  That  the  Secretary  of 
tbe  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  set  apart  and  re- 
serve from  sale,  out  of  any  of  the  public  lands  within  the  territory 
of  Michigan,  to  which  the  Indian  title  may  be  extinguished,  and 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  a  quantity  of  land,  not  exceeding  two 
eatire  townships,  for  the  support  of  an  University  within  the  terri- 
tory aforesaid,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever,  to  be 
located  in  tracts  of  land  corresponding  with  any  of  the  legal  divis* 
ions  into  which  the  public  lands  are  authorized  to  be  surveyed,  not 
less  than  one  section ;  one  of  which  said  townships,  so  set  apart 
and  reserved  from  sale,  shall  be  in  lieu  of  an  entire  towndhip  of 
land,  directed  to  be  located  in  said  territory  for  die  use  of  a  Semi- 
aary  of  Learning  therein,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  'An  Act 
making  provision  for  the  disposal  of  the  pubKc  lands  in  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,'  approved  March  twenty-sixth, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four.  [Approved,  20th  May» 
1826.]" 
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.SectioD  fifth  of  the  act  referred  to,  epproved  Mareh  .S6cht  1604. 
providaa  that  '^aectiop  *Dttniber  auUeen*  aball.be  reaenred  in  each 
towoahip  fi>r  the  aupport  of  achoola  within  the  aame,"  and  alao  thai 
**  an  entire  township  be  located  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaeixiy» 
^r  the  uae  of  a  Seminary  of  Leamii^ 

The  following' is  from  an  act.  of  Congress  to  provide  for  the  ad- 
mission of  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  approved  Jane 
23d, 1836. 

''Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hooae  of  Representatives  ef 
the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled,     •     e    • 

*'  Second^  That  the  seventy-two  sections  of  land  set  apart  and 
reserved  for  the  use  and  support  of  a  univeraity  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, approved  on  the  twentieth  day  of  May, .  eighteen  hoadred 
and  twenty-six,  entitled  'An  Act  concerning  a  Seminary  ef  learning 
in  the  tenitoiy  of  Michigan,'  are  hereby  granted  and  conveyed  to 
the  State*  to  be  appropriated  solely  to  the  use  and  support  of  such 
university,  in  such  manner  as  the  legislature  may  prescribe,"  *^. 

The  following  is  from  the  tenth  article  of  the  constitution  :— 
"  The  legislature  shall  take  measures  for  the  protection,  improve- 
ment or  other  disposition  of  such  lands  as  have  been,  or  may  here- 


after be  reserved  or  granted  by  the  United  States  to  tbis  State,  for 
the  support  of  a  University;  and  the  fund  accruing  from  the  rents 
or  sale  of  such  lands,  or  from  any  other  source  for  the  purpose 
afbresaidfShall  be  and  remain  a  permanent  fund  for  the  support  of 
said  University,  with  such  branches  as  the  public  convenience  may 
hereafler  demand  for  the  promotion  of  literature,  the  arts  and  sci- 
ences, and  as  may  be  authorised  by  the  terms  of  such  grant ;  and 
it  AbM  be  the  duty  of  the  legislature*  as  soon  as  mky  be,  to  provide 
eSectual  means  for  the  improvement  and  permanent  security  of  the 
funds  of  said  University.'^ 

The  following  sections  of  law  are  from  chapter  57  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  relying  to  the  University  and  its  branches : 

Section  1.  There  shall  be  established  in  this  State  an  inftitnijoB, 
under  the  name  and  style  of  "  The  University  of  Michigan/' 

Sec.  2,  The  object  of  the  University  shall  be,  to  provide  the  in- 
habitants of  this  State  with  the  means  of  acquiring  a  thorough 

knowledge  of  the  various  branches  of  literature,  science  and  the 
arts. 
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See.  9.  The  Uniiwreity  shall  cootut  of  three  depertmeittB : 

1.  The  department  of  .literatare,  seience  and  the  arts : 
<    2.  The  department  of  law : 

3.  The  departmeat  of  medicine. 

Sec.  13.  The  fee  of  admission  to  the  UniTersity  shall  never  ex- 
eeed  ten  dollars,  and  it  shall  be  open  to  all  persons  resident  in  this 
State,  who  may  wish  to  avail  themselves  of  its  advantages,  without 
charge  of  tuition,  under  the  regulations  prescribed  by  the  Regents ; 
and  all  others  under  such  restrictioos  and  regulations  as  said  Re* 
gents  shall  prescribe. 

This  much,  it  is  [deemed,  should  be  said  in  relation  to  the  Uni- 
inersi^ ;  for  many  persons,  in  various  parts  of  the  State,have  looked 
upon  it  as  an  aristocratic  institution,  from  which  but  few  can  ever 
ietire  benefit.  *  Much  has  hence  been  said  in  relation  to  its  dlseon- 
tinaanoe,  and  the  application  of  its  ample  fund  to  the  support  of  the 
eommon  schools  of  the  State.  The  several  acts  of  Congress  to 
which  reference  has  been  made,  and  the  ardde  of  the  constitution 
quoted  above,  clearly  show  that  the  fund  cannot  be  thus  perverted. 
And  fortunate  it  is  for  the  cause  of  education  that  it  cannot  be. 
The  statutory  provisions  in  relation  to  our  State  University,  are  even 
more  in  harmony  with  the  principles  of  a  free  government,  than 
are  lliose  of  our  excellent  common  school  system ;  for,  as  we  have 
seen,  **  The  fee  of  admission  to  the  University  shall  never  exceed 
ten  dollars,  and  it  shall  be  open  to  all  persons  resident  Sn  this  State 
who  may  wish  to  avail  themselves  of  its  advantages,  without  charge 
of  tuition,  under  the  regulations  prescribed  by  the  Regents,"  etc. 

4. 

OUR  SYSTEM  OP  TOWNSHIP  LIBRARIBS. 

The  provision  for  township  libraries  constitutes  another  impOT" 
tant  feature  in  our  Educational  System.  It  is  not  the  province  of 
the  common  school, — ^nor  indeed,  of  our  higher  institutions  of  learn- 
iog^-^to  furnish  a  complete  education.  The  most  they  can  do  is 
to  prepare  those  who  have  access  to  them,  to  educate  themtehei. 
Education,  be  it  ever  remembered,  should  be  the  woiiL  of  Kfe.  An 
extensive,  well  selected  library  is  an  important  auxiliary  in  this 
great  work.    It  furnishes  children  and  adults  the  means  of  storihg 
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their  mi&dd  with  the  richest  thoaghts  of  the  wiaeat  and  beat  wmaof 
every  age,  in  this  and  all  other  landa. 

The  coDftitution  of  our  State  provides  that  "  The  monej  wbicli 
ghall  be  paid  by  persons  as  an  equivalent  for  eiemption  fioin  miK- 
tary  duly,  and  the  clear  proceeds  of  all  fines  assessed  in  the  several 
cpunties  for  any  breach  of  the  penal  lavro,  shall  be  exclusively  ap> 
plied  for  the  support  of  said  libraries." 

The  following  sections  fiom  chapter  58  of  the  Revised  StatmeSt 
pertain  to  die  establishment  and  maintenance  of  township  libraries^ 

**Sxc.  107.  The  supervisor  shall  also  assess  upon  the  taxable  pro* 
perty  of  his  township,  one  mill  on  each  dollar  of  the  valuation  there- 
of in  each  year;  and  twenty«£ve  dollais  of  the  same  shall  be  ap- 
plied to  the  purchase  of  books  £ar  the  township  library,  and  the  re- 
mainder thereof  shall  be  apportioned  to  the  several  school  districts 
in  the  township,  for  the  support  of  schools  therein,  and  the  same 
shall  be  collected  and  returned  in  the  same  manner  as  provided  in 
the  preceding  section ;  and  aU  school  taxes  retamed  far  non-pay- 
xnent,  shall  be  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  state  and  coontj 
taxes. 

''Sac.  1 14.  A  township  library  shall  be  maintained  in  each  organ- 
ized township  in  thb  state,  which  shall  be  the  property  of  the  town- 
ship* BMd  the  parents  and  guardians  of  all  children  therein  betweea 
the  ages  of  four  and  eighteen  years,  shall  be  permitted  to  use  bonks 
from  such  library  without  charge,  being  responsible  to  the  town- 
ship  for  the  safe  return  thereof!  and  for  any  injury  done  thereto, 
according  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  are  or  may  be  established 
by  the  board  of  school  inspectors  of  the  township. 

"Sec.  116.  The  clear  proceeds  of  all  fines  for  any  breach  of  the 
penal  laws  of  this  state,  and  for  penalties,  or  upon  any  recognisan- 
ees  in  criminal  proceedings,  and  all  equivalents  for  exemption  from 
nailitary  duty,  when  collected  in  any  county,  and  paid  into  the 
oounty  treasury,  together  with  all  moneys  heretofore  collected  and 
paid  into  said  treasury  on  account  of  such  fines  or  equivalents,  and 
not  already  apportioned,  shall  be  apportioned  by  the  county  treasu«* 
Ber»  between  die  first  and  tenth  days  of  April  in  each  year,  among 
the  several  townships  in  the..$ounty,  according  to  the  number  of 
children  therein  between  the  ages  of  four  and  eighteen  years,  as 
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•bowQ  by.t^e  k^t  ftDnutJ  statement  of  the  county  clerk  on  file  in  his 
<»ffiee;  which  money  shall  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  books  for 
the  township  library,  and  for  no  other  purpose." 

Notwithstanding  the  specific  proTision  of  the  ConstitnUon,  and  of 
tlie  Statutes,  relating  to  libraries,  the  board  of  snper?isora  hare,  in 
«0veral  of  the  counties,  applied  these  moneys  to  liquidate  claims 
•gainst  the  county,  or  divided  them  among  the  several  townships  of 
die  county,  where  they  have  been  applied  to  meet  current  town* 
flhip  expenses.*  It  is  just  to  add,  that  in  some  eases  where  tiifa 
lias  been  done,  when  the  attention  of  supervisors  has  been  directed 
to  the  subject,  they  have  promptly  levied  a  tax  and  refunded  the 
noneys  that  had  been  misapplied  by  themselves  or  their  predeces^ 
SOTS  in  office. 

The  following  is  from  the  report  fpr  the  yesr  1845  :  Only  two 
hundred  and  three  townships  out  of  four  hundred  and  seventeeni 
are  supplied  with  libraries.  Supervisors  have  not  only  neglected 
to  assess  the  half  null  tax  required  by  law,  but  they  have«  in  many 
caees,  appropriated  the  equivalents  for  exemption  from  military  du- 
ty»  and  the  proceeds  of  fines  assessed  for  breach  of  the  penal  laws» 
to  general  purposes,  when  the  law  and  the  constitution  require  that 
tiiey  "  shall  be  exclusively  applied  to  the  support  of  libraries." 

To  lay  this  matter  more  fully  before  the  legislature^  I  vrill  here 
insert  the  following  correspondence  with  the  Attorney  G-eneral  on 
Qiis  subject : 

Office  of  Scperintende^t  op  Public  Instruction,  ) 
Monroe,  November  15,  1845.  ) 

Dear  Sir: — On  examining  the  abstracts  of  school  inspectors' re^ 

ports  required  by  law  to  be  made  by  the  county  clerks  to  this  oflice, 

I  ascertain  that  many  of  the  towns  have  no  township  libraries.    I 

aboleam,  in  answer  to  questions  proposed  to  county  clerks  and 

s6hool  inspectors,  that  funds  which,  (according  to  my  underetanding 

of  the  law,)  are  directed  to  be  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of 

township  libraries,  and  to  no   other  purpose,  have  been  passed  to 

the  credit  of  the  general  fund,  and  used  as  such,  in  several  cases. 

In  some  instances  where  tiie  board  of  supervisors  have  held  a  ses- 


*  For  the  lUMlity  of  Supeiriion  for  «  neglect  of  duty,  tee  Note  L,  appended  to  the  pempUe 
edition  of  the  Reriied  School  Law,  pp.  45  und  46. 
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sion  since  these  inquiries  were  made,  and  the  subject  has  been  laid 
before  them,  they  liaTe  levied  the  amount  belonging  to  the  Hbrarj 
fund  that  has  been  misapplied,  which  will  be  collected  the  commg 
winter.'and  apportioned  by  the  county  treasurer  to  the  several  towns. 
In  other  instances  they  have  not  even  done  this.  In  one  county,  at 
least,  the  school  inspectors,  in  anticipation  of  their  dividend  of  die 
fines  imposed  in  the  county,  have  purchased  libraries  on  credit,  and 
the  board  of  supervisors,  at  a  subsequent-meetmg,  have  remitted 
those  fines.  The  supervisors  have,  also,  in  many  cAses,  refilled  to 
plaee  the  amount  o{  the  half  mill  tax  upon  the  assessment  roll,  which 
Ihey  are  required  by  law  to  do.  My  information  in  relation  to  the 
powers,  duties  and  liabilities  of  these  officers,  is  derived  chiefly  from 
die  10th  article  of  the  constitution,  from  the  school  law  of  1843^ 
and  from  ''an  act  to  provide  more  eflbctually  for  the  collection  and 
disposition  of  fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures  o£  recognisaocea," 
in  the  session  laws  of  1844. 

Will  you  please  favor  me  with  an  early  answer  to  the  following 
questions,  and  make  such  remarks  in  relation  to  the  course  punaad 
by  these  officers  severally,  and  give  such  explanation  of  the  law 
touching  these  points,  as  in  your  judgement  the  subject  requires : 

1st.  (s  the  board  of  supervisors  empowered  to  remit  fines  imposed 
by  our  courts  of  Isw  1 

2d.  Has  the  board  of  supervisors  any  right  whatever  to  interfere 
with  the  appropriation  of  "fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures  of  recog- 
nizances 1" 

3d.  Can  said  fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures  be  lawfully  appro- 
priated to  any  other  purpose  than  the  purchase  of  township  libra- 
ries t 

4th.  Can  supenrisors  vrith  impunity  neglect  or  refiise  to  assess  tbe 

half  mill  tax  for  which  provision  is  made  in  the  44th  section  of ''an 

act  relative  to  common  or  primary  schools,"  approved  March  8, 1813  T 

Yours  truly, 

IBA  MAYHEW, 

Sup*t.  (^  PMk  Imintctian. 
Hon.  H.  N.  Walk«r»  AUomey  OeneraL 
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AtTOKNBY  GhtNEKAL'fl  OmcB,  I 

DeiroU,  December  8,  1845.      ) 

Sia : — Your  favor  of  the  17th  alt.  came  to  hand  in  due  season^ 
ftnd  in  answer  to  the  several  questions  therein  propounded,  I  have 
the  honor  to  say,  that  in  my  opinion, 

The  board  of  supervisors  have  no  power  to  remit  fines  imposed 
by  our  courts  of  law — and  that  all  money  collected  or  received  by 
tbe  county  tn  asurera,  on  fines,  penalties  or  forfeiture  of  recognizan- 
ces, mtM/  be  paid  over  to  the  school  inspectors  of  the  several  towns» 
and  by  them  be  invested  in  a  township  library. 

It  is  undoubtedly  tbe  duty  of  the  supervisors  to  assess  a  half  mill 
tax  until  the  year  1847,  and  annually  thereafter  a  tax  of  one  mill 
for  school  purposes,  and  a  neglect  or  refusal  renders  them  liable,  as 
in  other  cases,  for  neglect  of  official  duty. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

HENRY  N.  WALKER. 

To  Sup't  Public  IifSTaucTioN. 

Since  the  publication  of  the  preceding  correspondence,  these 
abuses  have  been  less  numerous,  as  intimated  in  the  preceding  re- 
marks. It  is  hoped  that  as  the  law  in  relation  to  libraries  becomes 
more  generally  known,  its  requirements  will  be  cheerfully  and 
univenally  complied  with.  This,  the  interests  of  education,  and 
the  welfare  of  the  rising  generation,  alike  demand. 

Our  statutes  formerly  provided  for  the  establishment  otsckootdU* 
triet  Uhraria.  There  were  in  the  State,  according  to  the  returns  for 
1845,  one  hundred  and  fifteen  district  libraries,  containing  eight 
thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty  volumes.  It  is  presumed  these 
libraries  have  not  increased  since,  as  by  subsequent  legislation  the 
moneys  formeily  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  district  libraiiea, 
is  now  required  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  township  libraries. 
Of  these  there  were,  in  1 845,  twenty-fiiur  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  five  volumes. 

According  to  the  reports  received  at  this  office,  ttiese  libraries 
are  well  selected,  and  in  many  cases  are  eminently  useful.    The 
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following  IB  an  extnet  from  the  special  report  of  the  board  of  school 
inspectors  in  Cambria,  Hillsdale  county,  for  the  year  1845: 

'*  The  character  of  our  township  library,  so  far  as  oor  informa- 
tion extends,  is  unexceptionable,  containing  nothing  of  a  seetariaii 
character,  or  of  an  immoral  tendency.  The  circulation,  though  not 
as  extensive  as  could  be  wished,  nor  as  it  would  be  under  a  strict 
performance  of  duties  by  the  directors  of  districts,  is,  neverdiBlasa, 
fair.  In  some  parts  of  the  township,  the  circulation  is  very  general, 
and  the  influence  of  the  library  upon  the  morals  of  the  inhabitants 
is  plainly  perceptible.  Juvenile  readers  manifest  a  great  attach- 
ment to  many  books  contained  in  the  library,  and  the  many  hours 
heretofore  spent  in  idleness  and  sports,  are  now  devoted  to  the  ac- 
quisition of  knowledge;  and  their  progress  in  the  art  of  reading,  is 
in  many  instances  rapid.  In  those  of  maturer  years  and  more  ex* 
pauded  views,  political  discussions  and  neighborhood  slanders  give 
way,  in  a  great  measure,  during  the  long  winter  evenings,  to  the 
perusal  of  works  of  a  higher  character  in  the  midst  of  the  family 
circle." 

Communications  of  the  same  general  character  have  been  re- 
ceived in  several  instances  from  other  towns.  In  some  cases, 
however,  good  libraries  are  not  duly  appreciated,  and  the  law  re- 
quiring their  establishment  is  regarded  as  unjust  and  oppressive- 
The  Superintendent's  views  in  relation  to  this  subject  are  expressed 
at  considerable  length  in  Note  L,  appended  to  the  pamphlet  edition 
of  the  Revised  School  Law,  recently  published,  to  which  he  begs 
leave  to  refer  the  reader. 

The  following  is  from  the  late  special  report  of  the  county  clerk 
of  Calhoun  county,  dated  Marshall,  October  26,  1847:  ''As  fkr 
as  I  am  able  to  judge,"  he  says,  ''the  township  libraries  are  doing 
more  for  the  cause  of  education  than  any  other  single  thing  in  oar 
whole  system.  They  beget  a  thirst  for  reading  in  old  as  well  as 
joung,  and  supply  other  topics  for  the  social  circle  than  the 
mean  and  pernicious  traffic  in  neighborhood  scandal."  Similar 
letters  have  been  received  from  other  counties. 
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5. 

THB  OONDITtOir  OF  OVR  OOMMOIf  8GROOL9. 

We  continue  to  quote  from  the  report  £br  the  year  1845:-^ 
According  to  the  reports  recently  received  at  this  office  fron^ 
the  several  counties  of  the  State,  for  the  school  year  ending  Octoher 
fi>ortfa,  two  thousand  and  ninety-five  common  schools  have  heen 
maintained  the  constitutional  term,  and- 75,770  children  have  receiv-i 
ed  instruction  therein.  The  reports  represent  that  90,000  children; 
between  the  ages  of  four  and  eighteen  years,  reside  in  districts  in 
which  schools  have  heen  taught  three  months  or  longer,  hy  qualified 
teachers.    A  greater  numher  of  schools  have  been  opened,  and 
more  scholars  have  been  taught,  than  in  any  foxmer  year.     This 
view  of  the  subject  is  encouraging  to  the  friends  of  popular  educa* 
tion.    In- many  portions  of  the  State,  according  to  reports  received 
iVom  school  inspectors,  our  common  schools  are  progressing  in  im- 
provement, and  increasing  in  usefulness.    It  should  not  be  disguis- 
ed, however,  that  our  schools  are  not  adequate  to  the  wants  of  a  free 
people ;  fi>r,  as  we  have  already  said,  "to  enjoy  civil  and  religious 
Bberty,  a  people  must  be  educated ;  not  a  /etc  of  them  merely,  but 
the  tokolepeopie.    If  we  would  know,  and  enjoy  our  privileges  as 
citizens  of  an  independent  and  confederate  State,  we  must  devel- 
ope  our  own  intellectual  resources.  If  we  would  perpetuate  the  bles- 
sings of  a  free  government,  we  must  educate  our  country's  youth.. 
Every  child  in  the  State,  on  arriving  at  his  majority  should  be  ena- 
bled to  read  our  common  language  understandingly,  to  write  legi- 
bly, and  compute  accounts.    Nay,  more  :  he  should  understand  the 
genius  of  our  government,  be  an  independent  thinker,  and  be  thor- 
oughly established  in  virtue." 

As  shown  by  table  (A.*)  appended  to  this  report,  the  total  num- 
ber of  scholars  that  have  attended  common  schools  during  the  year, 
is  75,770. 

Of  this  number  there  are  underfour  years  of  age,     2,289 
And  over  18  years  of  age,  4,228 

Whole  number  under  four  and  over  eighteen,  that  have 

attended  school  during  the  year,  6,517 

*11ie  taUflaoxfgliwny  appe&dad  to  tiht  report  for  1846,  are  omitted  in  tblt  eompilatloiB. 
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Whole  number  between  four  and  eighteen,  90,0M 

Number  between  four  and  eighteen  that  have  attended 

school  during  the  year,  69^3 

Number  that  have  not  attended  school,  20,756 

There  is  one  entire  county  from  which  no  returns  have  been  X0* 
ceived  There  are,  also,  in  the  twenty-nine  counties  from  which 
reports  have  been  received,  eighteen  entire  towns  that  have  made 
no  report.  There  are,  in  addition  to  these,-  in  the  three  hundred 
and  ninety-nine  towns  from  which  reports  have  been  received,  588 
districts  from  which  reports  havo  not  been  received.  This  is,  in- 
deed, alarming.  But  what  adds  to  the  daikness  of  the  picture,  there 
are,  in  the  2095  districts  from  which  reports  have  been  received* 
4,578  children  between  the  ages  of  four  and  eighteen  years,  who 
have  not  attended  any  school  dxinug  the  year,  and  who  cannot  read, 
vmte  and  cypher.  This  is  by  no  means  a  favorable  omen.  But 
are  there  no  schools  in  those  townships  and  districts  from  which  no' 
reports  have  been  received  1  In  many  cases  there  are.  They  are 
not,  however  common  schools :  They  are  not  entitled  to  participate 
in  the  avails  of  the  school  fund.  They  are  private  schools,  or^ 
what  are  ordinarily  denominated  sdect  schools.  In  the  majority  of 
cases  they  are  inferior  to  our  common  schools,  being  taught  by  per- 
sons who  shrink  from  the  ordeal  of  an  examination  before  the  con- 
stituted authorities,  or  who  have  been  rejected  by  a  board  of  school 
inspectors  for  mental  incapacity  or  moral  obliquity.  Even  when 
select  schools  are  what  the  term  indicates,  they  cannot  safely  be  re- 
Hcjd  upon  for  the  education  of  republican  youth. .  In  consequence 
of  the  expense,  many  persons  will  be  unable  to  send  their  children. 
But  it  may  be  asked,  cannot  such  parents  send  their  children  to 
the  common  schools  1  They  may,  indeed,  where  common  schools 
exist  But  when  the  more  wealthy  and  influential  portion  of 
the  community  withdraw  their  patronage  from  common  schools,  it  is 
very  difficult  to  sustain  them.  Even  where'  they  are  maintained, 
under  such  inauspicious  circumstances,  they  usually  become  what 
in  many  portions  of  the  country  are  familiarly  known  as  **  poof 
schools,"  by  which  is  meant,  schools  Jor  the  poor.    They  are  gen- 
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mrMj,  when  nogleeted  by  the  more  weeltliy  and  infliwiitifllpoitioiie 
of  the  commaoily,  both  sekoobjar  ike  poor,  sod  '*poor  scHooxi.'* 

Hewever  good  leleet  sdiools  may  be»  they  cannot  safely  be  relied 
upon  ior  tfaie  education  of  the  nassee;  because  they  are  not  accettin 
bla  by  all.  Nothing  short  of  the  uniTersal  spread  of  well  condnct* 
ed  common  schools,  can  adequately  supply  our  educational  wants. 

Again,  while  select  schools  are  aristocratic  in  their  character  and 
tiQadeDcy»  common  schools  are  truly  democratic  institutions.  In  a 
gOYemmentlike  ours,  the  children  of  the  rich  and  poor  should  min- 
gle  together  fh>m  their  childhood.  In  the  common  school  they  meet 
on  terms  of  equality,  where  both  alike  depend  upon  personal  sp- 
pUcation  and  virtuous  habits  for  distinct! oo  and  elevation.  Such  an 
association  would  be  mutually  advantageous  to  the  children  of  the 
rich  and  the  poor.  ^All  men  are  created  equal,'  says  the  immortal 
declaration  of  independence.  This  is  the  fundamental  doctrine  of 
our  state  and  confederate  institutions.  It  skoM  be  taught  practi- 
cally in  the  family  and  the  school,  i^s  it  miut  he  practiced  in  after 


K,  however,  the  sons  of  the  rich  have  access  to  the  select  school, 
the  sons  of  the  poor  are  taught  in  the  common  school,  a  bane- 
fid  distinction  is  created.    The  former  look  down  upon  the  latter 
as  their  inferiors.  They  see  not  the  necessity  of  so  much  study,  and 
gradaally  contract  habits  of  indolence  and  effeminacy.     The  intel- 
lectual and  moral,  as  well  as  the  physical  man,  sustains  loss.  At  the 
same  time,  the  latter  look  up  to  the  former  vrith  envious  emotions. 
They  feel  that  injustice  is  done  them.    They  eithershrink  under  it, 
and  relax  their  exertions,  or  resolve  to  rise  above  their  imagined  su* 
pertors,  and  as  a  means  of  doing  so,  redouble  their  efforts.    In  tfaia 
ease,  the  whole  man  is  harmoniously  developed.   The  physical  and 
inteliectual  energies  are  strengthened  and  quickened.    After  two  or 
diree  generations,  at  fardiest^  their  posterity  will  have  chapged  con- 
ditions.    The  history  of  the  past  corroborates  the  truth  of  these  re* 
marks.    Instances  might  be  cited,  were  it  not  invidious.     This  is 
tihe  tendency  of  creating  mischievous  dbtinctionsin  youth.  Educate 
the  BOBS  of  the  rich  and  poor  together  in  the  common  school,  and 
diey  become  permanfflit  friends,  and  mutually  assist  each  other 
through  life. 
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The  averftgB  length  of  time  echook  have  been  taught  by  qnalified 
teachers  in  the  several  counties  of  the  State,  varies  from^thiee  and 
one  hal^  to  six  months.     The  general  average  for  the  State  is  five 
months.    The  average  length  of  time  seb<da!«  between  die  ages  of 
four  and  eighteen  years  have  attended  school,  is  a  fraction  leas  thsa 
four  months.    Very  much  is  lost  by  short  terms  in  school,     his  un- 
questionably true,  that  scholars  will  advance  twice  as  far  in  three 
months,  as  they  will  in  two  months.    Two  terms  of  four  montks 
each  wQl  enable  a  school  to  make  double  the  progress  in  a  year, 
that  it  would  in  two  terms  of  three  months  each.     There  are  three 
reasons  for  this :     First,  scholars  have  less  time  to  forget :     Sec* 
ondly,  they  have  more  time  to  learn :     Thirdly,  they  can  learn  msrs 
rapidly.    It  would  add  greatly  to  the  efficiency  of  our  schools,  if 
the  services  of  good  teachers  could  be  secured  eight  months  during 
the  year.     Where  schools  are  taught  one,  or  even  two  short  terms, 
about  half  of  the  time  is  required  to  recover  what  the  scholars  havs 
lost  during  the  preceding  long  vacation.     Where  schools  are  kept 
open  eight  months  or  more  during  the  year,  with  a  little  attention  on 
the  part  of  parents  during  the  interval  between  them,  sckolan 
may  progress  uninterruptedly  in  their  studies  during  the  entire  year. 
They  would  thus  be  enabled  to  obtain  a  better  education  attheage 
of  fourteen  years,  than  under  existing  circumstances  at  the  age  of 
twenty.    Six  years  of  the  most  valuable  portion  of  a  child's  minor* 
ity,  would  thus  be  secured  to  his  parents,  unbroken.    Still  more :  It 
is  for  better  for  children  to  progress  uninterruptedly  in  their  studies, 
and  complete  their  scholastic  instruction  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  (if 
dieir  parents  are  unable  to  send  thorn  longer,)  than  to  attend  school 
a  shorter  term  each  year  for  a  greater  number  of  years.    HahUeX' 
erts  a  greater  influence  upon  our  success  in  life,  than  most  persons 
are  aware  of.    Hence  the  vast  importance  of  early  forming  cor- 
rect habits  of  thought  and  investigation.     In  the  former  case,  chil* 
dren  having  been  accustomed  to  accomplish  what  they  have  under* 
taken,  will,  from  the  force  of  habit,  continue  to  adapt  means  to 
the  end  in  view.  In  the  latter  case,  children  having  been  accustomed 
to  advance  slowly,  when  at  all,  an*l  to  retrograde  half  the  rime, 
will  be  more  apt  to  ful  than  succeed  in  any  important  undertaking 
in  after  life. 
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Ai  diown  bj  ubl»  (A.*)  appesd^d  to  tbi*  report,  thereraramany 
very  weak  f  «ii<K4  disiricts  in  aJl  the  coanties  of  the  State,  and  some 
in  nearly  every  town.  The  fbllowing  is  an  extract  from  the  table 
referred  te: 


•MALL   DI8TalCT8« 


Allegan, 


«i 


ti 


Eaton, 
Genesee, 
Hillsdale, 
Ionia, 


Martin, 

Way  land, 

Trowbridge, 

Deerfield, 

Gaines, 

Rowland, 

Orange, 


4 

3 

35 

26 

12 

3 

2 

22 

9 

11 

3 

2 

14 

20 

7 

3 

2 

6 

10 

n 

2 

1 

4 

-.mm 

4 

7 

3 

31 

40 

10 

1 

1 

9 

10 

9 

23 

I4| 

120 

115 

8 

9 

10 
5 

13 
10 

9 

Thia  extraet  shows  the  streoglh  of  districts  in  seven  towns  in  five 
different  counties.  In  all  of  them  there  are  twenty-three  districts, 
only  fourteen  of  which  are  organized.  The  average  aomber  of 
scholars  within  the  legal  ages  is  eight  to  a  district;  and  the  average 
number  of  scholars  that  receive  instruction  in  a  district  during  the 
year,  is  a  fraction  less  than  nine.  The  extent  of  territory  in  these 
districts  I  have  not  the  means  of  knowing. 

When  parents  do  not  reside  too  fiir  from  the  school  house,  it 
would  be.  much  better,  in  my  judgoient,  te  have  two  or  three  of 
these  districts  united  into  one.  They  would  then  be  better  able  to 
employ  a  good  teacher,  and  to  keep  the  school  open  a  greater  por- 
tion of  the  year. 

According  to  table  (B*^)  appended  to  this  report,  the  average 
vages  paid  qualified  male  teachers  in  the  state,  is  1 11,98  per  month, 
omitting  three  counties  for  reasons  there  given.  Excepting  these 
three  counties,  the  highest  average  paid  in  any  one  county,  is  tl3,45 


*  Am  alrtadyiMed*  tte  tebleB  ori^aanj  appanded  to  the  report  for  1845^  ire  ooaitted  la  tUs 
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per  month.  The  lowest  tnontbly  aTerage  pdd  qualified  mala 
teachers  in  any  county,  ia  tl0,^7.  According  to  the  aame  table  die 
average  monthly  wages,  exclusive  of  board,  paid  female  teachen, 
is  #5,24.  The  highest  average  paid  in  any  county  is  $$,56 ;  ex* 
cepting  two,  omitted  for  reasons  there  given.  The  lowest  aversgo 
for  any  county,  is  $4,62  per  month. 

For  such  compensation  it  is  not  reasonable  to  expect  that  a  higb 
degree  of  literary  attainment,  coupled  with  professional  skill,  would 
be  called  into  service.  The  wages  and  qualifications  of  teaohen 
must  be  proportional.  The  payment  of  high  salaries  to  inferior 
teachers  will  not  insure  good  schools.  The  tendency,  however,  of 
paying  higher  wages,  will  be  to  direct  the  attention  of  a  greater 
number  of  persons  to  the  profession  of  teaching.  A  competition 
vnll  thus  be  created,  and  soon  higher  literary  attainments  and 
greater  professional  skill  will  be  brought  into  the  service. 

Neither  will  the  payment  of  moderate  or  low  salaries  to  good 
teachers,  necessarily  produce  poor  schools.  It  will  not,  however, 
long  secure  the  services  of  good  teachers.  As  is  the  demand,  so 
will  be  the  supply.  If  a  reasonable  compensation  is  olfered  for  the 
services  of  good  teachers,  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  fint 
order  of  talent  will  attain  the  requisite  qualifications,  and  cheerfblly 
tax  their  best  capabilities  in  tiie  interesting  though  arduous  dudes 
of  this  profession. 

He  who  can  teach  a  good  school,  can  engage  with  propoitxmato 
success  in  other  pursuits.  If  he  is  not  reasonably  compeneafied  fer 
teaching,  he  vrill  seek  a  more  lucrative  employment.  It  is  the 
epinion  of  some,  that  a  second  or  third  order  of  intellect  is  all  that 
is  desirable  to  constitute  a  successful  common  school  teacher.  This 
18  evidently  erroneous.  It  may  be  all  that  the  present  compensa* 
tion  wiH  long  retain  in  the  service.  But  it  is  not  all  that  its  import 
tance  claims.  As  is  the  teacher,  so  will  be  the  school.  And  as  are 
our  common  schools,  so  will  be  our  fbture  legislators  and  statesmen. 
This  snbject  will  be  further  discussed  towards  the  close  of  this 
document,  in  the  report  for  the  current  school  year,  [1847.] 
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6. 

VUITIlte  SCHOOLS  BY  SCHOOL  INSnCCTORI. 

Section  74  of  ihe  roTised  school  law,  makes  it  the  imperatiTe  duty 
of  die  board  of  school  inspectors  to  *'  appoint  one  of  their  number 
to  viiU  each  $cho6l  in  tht  Unonahip^  hanng  a  qualified  teacher,  at  Uaat 
ONCB  in  each  school  term  in  which  a  school  is  taught,  who  shall  in* 
quire  into  the  condition  of  such  schools,  examine  the  scholars,  and 
give  such  advice  to  both  teachers  and  pupils  aahe  may  think  ben* 
oficial.'' 

Hitherto,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  so  far  as  this  department  has 
the  means  of  knowing,  no  visitor  has  been  appointed.  Moreorer, 
the  majority  of  the  schools  in  the  State  have  not  been  visited  offi- 
ciany  by  the  school  inspectors,  once  a  year,  according  to  the  re- 
ports received  at  this  office. 

If  the  citizens  of  townships  throughout  the  State,  would,  at  their 
annual  township  meetings,  select  g^od  practical  men  for  school  in- 
spectors,— ^the  men  best  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the 
office,  without  any  regard  to  personal  or  political  consideration8>— - 
and  if  the  inspectors  would  be  fiiithful  in  the  discharge  of  this  duty, 
there  can  be  little  reason  to  doubt  that  the  schools  of  the  state 
would  advance  twenty  per  cent  ia  exceUence  each  of  the  next  three 
years. 

The  inspectors  should,  at  their  first  meeting  every  year,  appoint 
the  best  and  most  practical  and  efficient  member  of  the  board,  a 
visiTOB ;  and  he  should  visit  everi/  school  once,  at  least,  as  the  law 
directs.  It  would  be  well  for  inspectors  to  invite  the  citizens  of 
districts,  so  far  as  practicable,  and  especially  district  boards,  to  ac- 
company them  in  their  visits. 

The  visiting  of  schools  is  very  commonly  neglected  from  the 
mistaken  impression  that  inspectors  are  not  entitled  to  pay  while 
^gaged  in  the  discharge  of  this  duty.  But  section  91,  limiting 
the  meetings  of  the  board  of  inspecton  at  the  expense  of  the  town- 
ship to  six,  has  exclusive  reference  to  meetings  of  the  board.  This 
is  a  service  not  contemplated  in  that  limitation.  School  inspectors 
engaged  in  visiting  schools,  are  entitled  to  pay  for  their  services  as 
when  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  other  official  duties.  [See  Re* 
vised  Statutes,  Title  IV.,  chap.  16,  sees.  95  and  96.] 
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We  condnue  to  quote  from  tbe  report  for  the  year  1845 : — 

According  to  theretams,  the  iiwpecton  have  paid  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  fifty-six  visits  to  the  schools  under  libeir  supervis- 
ion. Deduct  from  this  number,  two  hundred  and  seventy-four,  die 
number  of  visits  to  the  schods  in  the  city  of  Detrmt,  by  die  board 
of  education,  and  the  total  number  of  visits  to  all  the  other  schools 
in  the  State,  by  the  school  inspectors,  is  one  thousand  six  hundredl 
and  eighty-two;  less  than  two-thirdsthe  number  of  sehool  districts  I 
At  a  moderate  estimate,  according  to  the  requirements  of  law,diere 
should  have  been  five  thousand  official  visits  to  the  sehools  from  these 
officers* 

Upwards  of  ninety  diousand  dottars  has  been  expended  upon  our 
common  schools  during  the  past  year.  So  much  money  is  nowhere 
else  expended  with  so  little  immediate  superrision.  There  b  no 
other  work  that  more  needs  efficient  supervision,  than  the  business 
of  education. 

Would  it  be  unwise  to  employ  five  or  six  hundred  mechanics  and 
laborers,  at  an  expense  of  eighty  or  a  hundred  thousand  dollars,  on 
any  public  work,  without  supervision,  and  allow  each  to  labor  when, 
and  where,  and  as  he  pleases  t 

It  b  equally  unwise,  and  vasdy  more  injurious  in  its  oomsequen* 
ces,  to  employ  diree  thousand  school  teachers,  (many  of  whom  aie 
young  and  inexperienced,)  Bnd  yisitbuthaffrf their  tchooi*//  There 
are  many  entire  towns,  in  which  the  inspectors  have  not  risited  a 
single  school.  The  average  number  of  risits  to  all  the  schoob  of 
a  county,  (excepting  six,)  b  less  than  forty. 

The  several  dbtrict  boards  have  visited  their  schoob  a  less  num- 
ber of  times  than  the  inspectors;  tbe  entire  number  of  risits  being 
less  than  half  the  number  of  schoob.  Parents  are  the  natural  guar- 
dbns  and  teachers  of  their  children.  The  work  of  education  can- 
not safely  be  conducted  exclusively  by  delegation.  Indeed,  were  it 
mfi,  it  would  seem  as  though  parents  who  are  properly  interested 
in  the  education  of  their  offiipring,  would  esteem  it  9i  privilege  to  visit 
their  schools  at  least  omee  a  numtk.  But  district  officers  even,  have 
not,  on  an  average,  risited  them  once  in  eiglUeenmonthe  f  Frequent 
risits  to  the  school  by  inspectors  and  parents,  encourage  both  teach- 
er and  scholars.  The  teacher  will  pursue  hb  labor  of  love  with  a 
lighter  heart,  and  with  increased  devotion,  feeling  that  he  has  the 
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countenance  end  co-operation  of  the  parents  of  his  ehacge.  Chil- 
dreo,  too,  will  be  inspired  to  redouble  their  diligence  in  climbbg 
abe  rugged  bill  of  science. 

It  is  proverbial  that  parents  are  negligent  of  their  children  in 
acbool.  Many,  indeed,  seem  absolutely  shy  of  the  school  house, 
and  rarely  enter  it  as  citizens,  or  eyen  as  fathers  and  nx>thers/lbr 
the  purpose  of  witnessing  the  exercises  of  their  children.  We  can, 
bardly  beKoTe  it  true,  that  parents  who  are  temperate  and  industri- 
ous, moral  and  religious,  are  more  interested  in  the  sensual  gratifi- 
cation of  their  children,  and  in  their' physical  aecomplishmentSt 
tkma  in  their  intellectual  and  moral  culture.  But  their  conduct,  in 
inaay  cases,  almost  forces  us  to  this  unnatui«l  conclusion.  Still 
tnore  humiliating  would  be  the  consideration  that  such  parents 
have  a  livelier  interest  in  their  houses  and  possessions,  and  even  iu 
the  physical  comfort  of  a  ftivorite  horse,  than  in  the  correct  men- 
tal and  moral  training  of  their  oApring.  But  what  do  facts  say  in 
relation  to  these  things  ]  I  need  not  allude  to  a  greater  willingness 
on  the  part  of  many  parents  to  pamper  the  appetites  and  adorn 
the  persons  of  their  children,  than  to  expend  the  same  amount  for 
the  cultiration  of  their  minds  and  the  improvement  of  their  hearts. 

We  can  easily  determine,  from  the  conduct  of  persons,  what 
diey  are  interested  in.    If  a  man  is  building  a  fine  house,  he  wiD 
frequently  visit  it,  examine  its  -various  parts,  witness  its  progress, 
and  counsel  with  the  mechanics  employed  upon  it,  in  relation  to 
dra  most  approved  methods  of  construction  and  fini^ ;— and  all 
this  will  he  do,  although  he  is  not,  himself,  a  practical  mechanic. 
If  a  farmer,  mechanic,  or  manufacturer,  receives  a  visit  from  a 
friend,  how  will  he  seek  to  entertain  him  1    In,  perhaps,  nine  cases 
out  often,  and  especially  if  he  is  particularly  interested  in  his  bu- 
siness, and  regards  himself  more  than  ordinarily  successful,  will  he 
go  with  him  about  the  farm,  or  through  the  workshop  or  manufac* 
tory,  and,   with   peculiar  interest,  point  out  what  he  regards  im* 
provements.     He  will  even  walk  miles  to  exhibit  a  favorite  hone, 
and  especially  if  he  needs  food  or  drink.  But  now  rarely  will  he  ac- 
company that  friend  to  the  school  house,  and,  introducing  him  to 
the  teacher,  spend  a  happy  hour  in  witnessing  the  interesting  exer* 
cises  of  his  own  and  his  neighbors'  children  1     Thank  fortune, 
there  are  parents,  even  in  the  North  West,  and  some  in  Michigan, 
whose  deepest  interest  is  in  the  correct  education  of  their  children^ 
and  who  would  sooner  visit  the  school  with  a  friend,  than  any  other 
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place  in  the  district,  viDagid,  or  city.  I  wottld  that  all  parents  who 
love  their  childreD,  coald  realize  the  importance  of  correct  inetmc- 
tioD,  and  the  advantage  and  necessity  of  parental  cooperation^  and 
would  BO  deraean  themselves,  in  thb  respect,  that  a  careful  observer 
might  not  have  occasion  to  misjudge  them.  But  some  persons  can* 
not  interest  themselves  in  the  school,  because  of  the  poor  condition 
of  the  school  hoase,  or  the  unfitness  of  the  teacher  for  bis  ofice. 
Very  well.  If  these  things  are  so,  let  them  make  the  school  house 
what  it  should  be,  employ  a  good  teacher,  and  co-operate  with  him 
in  efforts  to  improve  the  school,  and  they  will  find  it  diflieuH  long 
to  remain  uninterested  in  it  The  school  house  shonld  be,  next  to 
the  domestic  hearth,  the  most  interesting  place  in  the  district. 
Then,  as  visits  to  the  school  cannot  fail  to  afford  delight,  they  wiD 
be  fivquent,  and  result  in  great  good. 

7. 

PROPOSED   HOnrPICATION   OF   OUR  SCHOOL   LAW. 

Under  this  head,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  our  laws  were  about  to 
undergo  a  revision,  which  would  probably  render  it  necessary  to 
publish  a  pamphlet  edition  of  the  school  law,  the  superintendent, 
in  his  annual  report  for  1845,  suggested  to  the  legislature  such 
amendments  to  the  then  existing  laws  as,  in  his  judgment,  would 
increase  the  efficiency  of  our  school  system,  and  at  the  same  time 
diminish  the  expense  of  its  administration.  Some  of  the  proposed 
amendments  have  been  incorporated  into  the  revised  school  law, 
which  has  just  been  published  for  distribudpn  to  the  school  dis- 
tricts. The  following  excellent  provision  is  from  the  23d  section 
of  ^aid  law.  '*  Such  qualified  voters  *  *  *  in  districts  containing 
more  than  fifty  scholars  between  the  agos  of  four  and  eighteen, 
may  raise  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars  in  any  one  year,  for 
the  purchase  of  globes-  outline  maps,  or  apparatus  for  illustrating 
the  prindples  of  agricultural  chemistry,  or  the  mechanic  arts/' 

The  principal  change  recommended,  not  incorporated  into  the 
revised  school  law,  contemplated  the  election  of  one  schftol  in* 
spector  in  each  township, — instead  of  three  as  at  present, — who 
should  be  charged  with  all  the  duties  now  required  of  the  board  of 
school  inspectors.  It  provided,  also,  for  holding,  semi-annually,  a 
meeting  of  all  the  school  inspectors  of  each  county,  at  the  first  of 
which  a  president  was  to  be  elected,  whose  duties  would,  in  many, 
respects  correspond  with  those  of  county  superintendents  c^  com- 
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noon  bcIkh^,  in  states  where  that  office  exists.    Provisioa  was  like- 

• 

^se  made  for  semi-annual  meetings  of  all  the  school  directors  in 
aaeh  township.  These  provisions,- which  were  spread  out  at  length 
in  the  report  for  1845,  although  but  briefly  alluded  to  here,  it  was 
believed  would  constitute  a  system  of  supervision  less  expensive, 
and  at  the  same  time  more  efficient  than  our  present  one.  The 
Superintendent  is  not,  however,  disposed  at  this  time  to  ask  lor  any 
farther  legislation  in  this  respect.  Our  school  law  is  good  as  it 
is.  He  would  bence  urge  upon  school  officers  a  proper  discharge 
of  the  duties  devolving  upon  them  tinder  existing  provisions  of  law. 

Section  eighty*>five  |of  the  school  law,  makes  it  the  duty  of  the 
ho9Lfd  of  school  inspectors  "  to  examine  annually  all  persons  oflbr- 
ing  themselves  as  teachers  of  primary  schools  in  their  township,  in 
regard  to  mocal  character,  learning  and  ability  to  teach  school." 
Section  eighty-six  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  board  of  school  inspect- 
ors to  **  meet  on  the  second  Saturday  of  April,  and  the  first  Satur- 
day of  November  in  each  year,"  for  the  examinacton  of  teachers ; 
and '  section  eighty-eight  further  provides  that  "  &e  examination  of 
teachers  shall  be  public."  To  avoid  unnecessary  repetition,  die 
Superintendent  would  respectfully  refer  the  reader  to  Note  P,  ap<^ 
pended  to  the  pamphlet  edition  of  the  revised  school  law,  in  which 
his  views  in  relation  to  the  examination  of  teachers  are  fully  ex- 
pressed. 

The  duty  of  *^  visiting  schools  by  school  inspectors,"  and  the  im- 
portance of  frequent  visits  by  parents,  were  considered  in  the  last 
general  division  of  ^is  report. 

8. 

MBANS  OF   IMfPROVINO  OUR   COMMON    SCHOOLS*     • 

We  continue  to  quote  from  the  report  for  1845  :-* 

Teachers*  A$9ociaiians»^^WhsreYeT  these  associations  have  existed 
in  the  history  of  the  past,  intelligent,  practical  teachers,  having  a 
**  zeal  according  to  kuowledgre,''  have  known  their  advantages.  Il 
is  but  recently  that  the  public  mind  has  adequately  appreciated 
them.  Wherever  their  operations  are  known  and  felt,  their  utility 
is  acknowledged. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  circular  issued  at  this  office  in 
October  last,  [1845] : 

**  To  School  Teacfien, — ^Teaching  is  both  a  Science  and  an  Art. 
The  teaeher,  to  be  successful,  needs  not  only  himself  thoroughly  to 
understand  the  branches  he  proposes  to  teach,  but  he  should  also 
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he  €^  0  teack.    There  is  probably  no  cI«b8  of  men  wbo  can  9o 
niiicb  improTe  themselves,  and  increase  their  usefulness,  by  foran 
mg  associations  for  mutual  improTemeut,    as   School  Teachers. 
Such  associations  have,  within  a  few  years,  been  extensively  formed 
in  different  portions  of  the  Union,  and  especially  in  New  York  nmd 
New  England.     Th^r  tendency  uniformly  has  been  to  promote  a 
bealthy»  social  feeling  among  teachers ;  to  magnify,  in  their  own 
estimation,  the  great  work  of  educating  our  country's  youth ;  to  ia- 
crease  their  attachment  thereto,  and  better  to  prepare  them  for  the 
■uccessful  discharge  of  their  duty  as' educators.    By  addressee,  re- 
ports and  discussions,  each  has  been  enabled  to  avail  himself  of  the 
experience  of  others;  and  thus  all  have  bad  an  opportunity  of  im- 
proving them^lves  iu  the  Art  of  Teaching.     The  Superintendent 
accepted  an  invitation  to  address  the  Teachers'  Ass^piatioa  of  Le- 
nawee county,  the  29th  of  September. '  Their  meeting,  although 
not  very  numerously  attended,  was  an  interesting  and  a  profitable 
one.    This  is  the  only  Association  of  teachers  in  the  state,  of  which 
he  has  any  knowledge.    There  may  be  others.    It  is  hoped  there 
are.    However  this  may  be,  he  would  respectfully,  though  earnest- 
ly, reoommend  their  organization  in  every  county  of  the  state,  with 
auxiliary  town  associations.    If  the  teachers  will  move  early  in  this 
matter,  the  superintendent  will  engage  to  meet  them  in  every  coun- 
ty, if  his  life  and  health  are  spared,  during  the  ensuing  winter,  pro- 
vided they  will  signify  their  desire  to  have  him  do  so,  and  will  call 
eonventiona  at  such  times  as  he  shall  name  for  the  several  couatiea. 
Such  an  arrangement  will  enable  him  to  embrace  them  all  in  a  re- 
gular tour." 

Since  the  publication  of  the  circular  from  which  this  extract  is 
taken,  several  **  Teachers'  Associations/'  and  '*  Educational  Socie- 
ties" have  been  organised  in  different  counties  of  the  State.  I  learn 
from  the  Saton  Bugle,  that  the  Educational  Society  recently  organ- 
ised in  Eaton  county,  [1845,]  has  just  held  an  interesting  and  profita- 
ble two  days'  session.  The  constitution  provides  fi^r  one  vice  presi- 
dent in  each  tovmship  of  the  county,  who  is  also  president  of  the 
township  association  auxiliary  to  the  county  association,  t  have 
recently  received  several  invitations  to  attend  educational  meetings 
in  counties  where  associations  have  been  organized,  and  from  oth- 
ers where  they  have  not  been^  which  I  shall  do  myself  the  pleasure 
to  accept  as  soon  as  I  can  consistently  with  the  discharge  o£  other 
duties. 
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The  proposed  amendment  of  our  school  law  would  operate'  fa- 
vorably upon  such  associations  in  counties  and  townships.* 

So  far  as  I  have  the  means  of  judging)  our  State  is  ripe  for  raptt 
improvement  in  the  department  of  popular  education. 

Should  a  call  be  given  ^  the  organization  of  a  College  of 
Teachers  in  the  early  part  of  the  ensuing  summer,  I  am  fiilly  satk* 
fied  it  would  be  promptly  responded  to  from  every  part  of  tii« 
State.  Professors  in  the  University,  principals  of  branches,  and' 
teacheiv  of  common  schools,  would  unitedly  engage  in  so  noble  aa. 
enterprise^ 

The  principal  of  the  branch  at  Pontiac,  in  his  reoeot  report  to 
this  Depcirtment,  says :   "  I  earnestly  wash  there  might  be  a  more 
free  communication  between  the  different'  branches,  which  might 
result  in  the  uniform  adoption  of  the  best  plan  of  instruction,  the 
besc  course  of  studies,  the  best  set  of  text-books,  4k:c.,  which  their 
amted  wisdom  and  experience  eould  deiise.''    Equally  encourage 
ing  communications  have  been  received  from  several  sources. 
A  State  Teachers'  Association  was  organized  in  New  York,  In  July- 
last,  [1845.]    A  weekly  Educational  Journal  was  established*  which 
is  edited  by  a  practical  teacher.     This  association,  with  its  organ-^ 
the  Journal — has  already  become  a  powerful  eogine  for  good. 
Auxiliary  county  and  town  associations,  are  organized  in  every 
part  of  the  State.    Common  school  examinations  and  celebrations 
are  numerous.  My  successor  in  office  in  the  superintendency  of  com> 
mon  schools  in  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y.,  in  a  recent  communicatioa, 
says :  "  We hav^  had  glorious  times  this  summer.    I  have  attended 
twenty*three  celebrations  and  examinations,  and  have  had  the  plea- 
sure and  honor  of  addressing  probably  thirty  thousand  people.'' 
This  is  but  a  specimen  of  the  manner  in  which  the  great  work  of 
popular  education  is  progressing  in  other  counties  in  that  Stale* 
What  the  Empire  State  has  accomplished,  her  younger,  though  not 
less  fair  sister,  the  Peninsular  State,  may  hope  to  achieve. 

*<HeareB  adlf  bS  plearare,  fffort  ia  the  prico  " 

School  officers,  school  teachers,  profbssional  gentlemen,  and  cit- 
izens generally,  may  here  unite  their  etiergies,  and  "work  together^ 
for  the  improvement  of  our  schools,  and  the  elevation  of  human- 
kind. 


*  At  pretest  Ihaie  ii  no  provision  lor  asBodatad  effort!  bj  achool  oilcera  niosctori  of  mIkmA 
diaCricti  in  tke  Mme  township  may  oecasionaUy  meet  as  neighbors  and  townsmen,  but  nerer  as 
scikMf  4iftdtn,   So,  alsd,  Willi  Oe  sebool  feMpeeton  of  k  eountf. 
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l^Mchers  InaHMet,  Normal  Bchoola,  destgoed  expressly  for  the 
education  of  professional  teachers,  are  indispensable  to  the  periee- 
tion  of  any  system  of  national  education.  No  teacher  can  be  sue- 
eessful  in  imparting  instruction  in  branches  which  he  does  not  him* 
self  thoroughly  understand.  Still  more  :  It  is  not  only  necessary 
for  instructors  of  youth  to  be  themselves  thorough  scholars  ;  they 
must  also  he  apt  to  Uaeh.  It  will  be  of  no  avail  to  scholars  hunger- 
ing for  the  bread  of  intellectual  life,  to  know  that  their  teacher  is  a 
pn>fbund  scholar,  and  that  in  the  secret  recesses  of  his  own  mind 
all  wisdom  is  treasured  up,  if  he  is  not  also  ready  to  communicate. 
He  should  be  enabled  to  place  before  the  mind's  eye  of  his  pupils 
a  map  of  his  own  thoughts,  and  a  transcript  of  his  own  most  elabo* 
rate  investigations,  which  they  can  both  read  and  understand.  To 
attain  this  rare  art  most  effectually,  a  thorough  course  of  profes- 
sional instruction  is  requisite.  In  the  absence  of  such  an  institution, 
teachers'  associations  may  accomplish  a  great  amount  of  good.  To 
diese  every  teacher  in  the  State  may  have  access,  while  compara- 
tively few  would  be  enabled  to  attend  a  State  Normal  School.-^ 
Teachers'  Institutes  are  teachers'  associations  with  protracted  ses- 
sions. Where  Institutes  have  been  established,  the  teachers  of  a 
county  usually  spend  about  two  weeks  in  session,  fall  and  spring, 
with  a  competent  principal  and  an  experienced  board  of  instruction, 
employed  by  a  committee  provided  for  that  purpose.  The  several 
branches  of  study  ordinarily  pursued  in  f>ur  common  schools,  are 
reviewed ;  the  different  methods  of  instruction  and  modes  of  gov- 
emment  are  discussed ;  and  plans  are  laid  for  concert  of  action. 
Lectures  have  generally  been  delivered  before  these  Institutes  by 
professional  gentlemen  and  others,  who,  from  their  devotion  to  the 
great  work  of  popular  education,  might  appropriately  be  denomi- 
nated common  school  missionaries. 

Teachers'  Institutes  are  of  recent  origin.  They  were  first  estab- 
lished in  New  York  in  1843.  Last  year,[1844,]  they  were  held  in  19 
counties,  and  during  the  months  of  September  and  October  of  the 
present  year,  more  than  forty  such  institutes  have  been  attended* 
ia  which  three  thousand  teachers  have  received  professional  in- 
struction, who  are  now  engaged  in  teaching,  at  a  moderate  estimate, 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  children.  Would  it  not  be  well 
to  encourage  their  establishment  in  this  State  by  legislative  provis- 
ion f  I  entertain  the  opinion  that  if  the  State  has  (35,000  to  ap- 
propriate annually,  to  the  promotion  of  common  school  edocadoiit 
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it  would  be  productive  of  grealer  good  to  applj  one  or  twotbout> 
send  dollars^  or  even  five  thouBaod  doUan,  to  assiet  in  defraying  the 
necessary  expense  of  maintaining  Teacbers'  Insti  tntes  in  the  diffiNrent 
counties,  and  the  residue  to  the  sopport  of  schools,  than  to  Apply 
the  whole  to  the  payment  of  unqualified  teachers,  or  even  theee 
of  ordinary  attainments.* 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  report  of  the  school  iaspee^ 
tors  for  Saline,  Washtenaw  county :  '*  The  board  of  school  inspee* 
tors  annually  find  too  many  inexperienced  applicants.  Our  best 
teachers  ars  those  who  are  educated  in  the  town.*'  Similar  state* 
ments  hare  been  received  from  several  towns  and  coonlies. 

The  teacher's  calling  should  rank  among  the  Iparnedprbfessiens^ 
The  lawyer  is  rsq  wed  to  devote  a  series  of  yearsto  a  regular  course 
of  classical  study  and  professional  reading,  before  he  can  find  em- 
ployment in  a  case  in  which  a  few  dollars  only  are  pen^ng.  With: 
this  we  find  no  iault.  But  it  should  not  be  forgdtten  that  the  teach- 
er's calling  is  as  much  more  important  than  the  ordinary  exercise  ef 
the  legal  profiSssion,  as  the  imperishable  riches  of  mind  are  move 
valuable  than  the  corruptible  treasures  of  earth. 

We  seek  out  from  among  us  men  of  sound  discretion  and  good 
report  to  enact  laws  for  the  government  of  our  state  and  nation. 
And  with  this,  too,  we  find  no  fault  It  is  right  and  proper  that  we 
should  do  so.  But  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  it  is  ^  teach- 
er's high  prerogative  not  only  so  to  teach  the  rising  generadon  that 
they  shall  rightly  understand  law,  but  to  infix  in  their  minds  the 


*Tlie  foUowiiif  reiolutlon  was  ananlmoatly  adopted  by  tiie  bonrd  of  ■upenrlMrt  of  Waahle- 
MW  coanCy.  at  a  meetittg  of  Mid  board  In  Aoo  Arbor,  October  flH,  1817 : 

'^Ruohed^  That  intbe  opinion  of  this  board,  tba  canto  of  Popular  Edncation,  and  Oe  wellkre 
■ad  happinoM  of  the  eitUeiM  of  this  county,  would  be  greatlj  promoted  by  ihe  auiual  ezpen- 
ditore  of  a  «ani  not  ezeeedinf  two  hondred  doDars,  in  ettablUhlng  and  fotleriag  the  Teadkeia' 
lititntr,  reeemly  oi^^ized  hi  tfiis  county,  for  the  improTement  of  Common  School  Teachent 
and  tfka  elevation  md  improrement  of  the  Teacher's  profisMloa :'  And  In  accordance  with  the 
•pWt  of  the  Srd  article  of  titie  Ordlnaaoe  ot  1797,  for  the  government  of  Ae  Territory  of  thi 
United  fitatee,Morth  West  of  the  River  Ohio,  (wbloh  declares  that  'reUgion,  morality  aud  know- 
ledge, being  necessary  to  good  gorernment.  and  the  happiness  of  mankind,  schools  and  the 
means  of  education  shall  foreter  be  encouraged  ;*)  we  ,belng  impressed  widi  the  importance  «^ 
the  general  dlffnsleo  oft  iateHigeoee  tad  virtoe  among  the  people,  refpectinUy  re<}nest  the  legis- 
latnie  of  this  State  to  pass  a  law  au&orizing  the  board  of  supervisors  of  this  eouoty,  in  their 
dbcfvtlon,  to  raise  by  taxoo  the  tumble  property  of  tiiis  county,  a  ram  not  exeeedfaig  two 
hundied  doQars,  annually,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  ezpenaes  of  said  Teachers'  Insti- 
tute, and  supplying  it  with  a  Board  of  Instruction.** 

The  preceding  resoteltott  is  eomnended  to  the  fhTorable  conaidenllOB  of  tfie  LegWatwet 
Shonld  sneh  a  law  as  it  asks  for  be  published,  the  Buperiatendent  would  suggest  the  propriety  of 
making  it  general  in  its  appUcatloa,  so  that  other  eouatiet  cmiU  avail  themselvesof  Its  prorla- 
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priaciplaB  of  jwtiee.aiid«qui4y«  th«  aUftitHBenc  of  which  is  the  high 
aim  jt>f  legislBtion.    While  our  legialatora  eoaci  kws  for  tha  got  am- 
mevt  €if  the  people^  the  well  qualified  and  faithful  achoolmaatar 
piefares  liune  under  his  charge   to  govers  themaelves.    With- 
e«l  the  teacher's  couaerTatiTe  influence,  under  the  best  legisla- 
tion, the  great  mass  of  the  people  will   be   lawless;   while  the 
tea^oacy  of  his  labora  is  to  qualify  the  rising  generation,  who  coosti- 
tote  oar  future  freemen  and  our  country's  hope,  to  render  an  en- 
lightened,  a  cheerful  and  a  ready  obedience  to  the  high  claima  of 
ei?illaw«  The  well  qualifiedy&ttfafiil  teacher,  then,beeonies  the  rigln 
arm  of  the  legislature.    Once  mote:  He  physician  is  required  to 
beeome  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  anatomy  and  physiology 
of  the  human  body ;  in  a  word,  to  beeome  aoquainted  with  "the 
house  I  Uve  in ;"  to  understand  the  diseases  to  which  we  are  sub- 
jectt  and  their  proper  treatnienti  before  he  is  allowed  to  extract  a 
tooth,  to  open  a  Teiu,  or  administer  the  simplest  medicine.    Nor 
with  this  do  we  find  fiiult,  for  we  justly  prize  the  body.    It  is  the 
habitation  of  the  immortal  mind.    When  in  health,  it  is  the  mind's 
servant,  and  ready  to  do  its  biddings ;  bat  darken  its  windows  by 
diaease,  and  it  becomes  the  mind's  prison-house.    But  while  the 
physiciaa*  whom  we  honor  and  love,  is  required  to  make  theae  at- 
tainments before  he  is  permitted  even  to  repair  the  house  I  Kve  in, 
should  not  he  who  teaches  the  master  of  the  house  be  entitled  to  a 
raspectable  rank  in  society  1    He  should,  is  the  unanhnous  opinion 
of  every  enlightened  citizen  who  duly  appreciates  the  importance 
of  the  teacher's  profession. 

Educational  Journal, — Formerly  a  periodical  devoted  to  the  in- 
terests of  popular  education,  was  published  in  this  state,  under  the 
patronage  of  the  legislature.  This  was  discontinued  in  February, 
1840,  for  some  reason  to  me  unknown.  Such  a  periodical  is 
deemed  an  indispensable  auxiliary  to  the  work  of  common  school 
education  in  New  York,  Massachusetts,  and  other  states;  and  it 
seems  to  me  to  be  equally  important  in  Michigan.  At  present  we 
have  no  efficient  means  of  disseminating  information  on  the  subject 
of  common  schools. 

The  propriety  of  placing  a  copy  of  the  successive  annual  reports 
from  this  office  into  the  hands  of  school  inspectors  and  school  direc- 
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CiHrt»b«flf  ia  nilmorQUaiaaUntieB,  been  suggeatod  by  bodi  clwMi  of 
these  .officers* 

The  foUowiog  is  an  extract  from  the  report  of  the  inspectois  of 
Litchfield,  Hillsdale  county :  "  Permit  us  in  coocluaion  to  say,  that 
if  the  legislature  would  cause  at  least  one  copy  pf  the  report  of  tb<^ 
Superintendent  to  be  sent  to  the  several  boards  of  iospecton 
throughout  the  state,  we  believe  that  much  good  would  result  there* 
from,  as  we  should  then  know  what  your  views  are,  and  what 
BUggeations  you  have  made  in  order  to  promote  the  cause  of  educ^- 
tioii  throughout  the  state,  and  thereby  be  enabled  to  second  your 
«fbrts  in  advancing  this  great  object." 

There  are  many  other  prudential  means  of  improving  our  schools, 
that  might  be  profitably  ingrafted  upon  onr  system,  especially  with 
die  fttopowed  amendments  to  the  school  law.  With  the  considera* 
tion  of  one  of  them,  I  will  condnde  this  report. 

Female  Influence. — Females  are  the  natural  guardians  of  children. 
Hence  the  fitness  of  the  general  custom  of  employing  female  teach- 
ers to  take  the  charge  of  summer  schools,  where  small  children 
chiefly  attend.  In  visiting  schools  of  small  children  taught  by  gen- 
tlemen, I  have  frequently  been  reminded  of  the  condition  of  young 
children  in  the  families  of  widowers.  Indeed,  in  visiting  the 
schools  of  many  young  ladies,  I  have  been  reminded  of  widoweta' 
fiwnilieSf  in  which  the  children  vrore  entrusted  exclusively  to  the 
caie  of  inexperienced  domestics.  -When  children  are  transforred 
from  the  family,  to  the  neighborhood  or  village  nursery,  would  it 
not  be  wisdom  to  continue  the  exercise  of  maternal  supervision 
over  them  1  The  eye  of  the  vigilant  mother  i|  ever  quick  to  disco* 
ver  the  wants  of  childhood,  and  her  kind  heart  prompts  her  to  sup- 
ply tbosp  wants.  In  many  districts  the  children  of  poor  parents  re- 
main at  home,  because  iheir  clothes  need  some  attention  which  it  is 
not  convenient  for  the  family  to  bestow.  In  such  cases,  should  a 
committee  of  mothers  call  upon  them  to  supply  their  little  wants, 
and  invite  them  to  attend  the  school,*  what  joy  would  spring  up  in 
their  hearts.  He  diat  gives  bread  to  a  starving  child,  does  the  work 
of  a  Christian;  but  whoever  imparts  the  bread  of  intellectual  Hfe  to 

*Il7ieferrfaigtoUieMeoiid|«MraldiTi«ion  of  ttiiirpport,U  will  be  Men  tint  legBlprarlfian 
if  made  for  tlie  edocelloD  of  die  cliildren  oi  poor  perenti  et  the  ezpeoM  of  the  proper^  of  the 
dittilet   fieeelfo,oolhiimibject^eectioiif57e]idS6of  theReviMdScboolLaw. 
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%  jhmUung  nUnd,  dees  an  ang»l'«  work,  and  will  receive  bis  reward 
Who  in  thU  world  can  bo  appropriately  render  this  interesting  eer- 
Tioe  as  **  man's  guardian  angel  T"  Benevolent  females  are  usually 
modest  and  unassuming.  If  the  proper  authorities  in  towns  and 
districts  will  invite  their  co-operation;  they  will  cheerfully  engage  in 
this  good  work. 

Since  these  remarks  were  prepared  for  the  press,  I  have  received 
a  catalogue  of  the  Teachers'  Institute,  of  Oneida  county,  N.  Y.^— 
Among  the  distinguished  lecturers  before  that  body,  was  Mim.  .Smnoa 
Willard,  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  who  is  not  only  an  eminently  sucoessM 
teacher,  but  is  also  an  author  of  several  valuable  books. 

Mrs,  Willard  presented^  among  others,  the  following  resolationB 
to  the  consideration  of  a  crowded  audience  in  the  court  kooae. 
The  first  was  proposed  to  the  Grentlemen  only: 

''  Reiolved,  That  we  will  forward  the  cause  of  common  schools, 
by  inviting  the  ladies  of  districts  to  which  we  seyerally  belong,  aa 
we  may  have  opportunity,  to  take  such  action  in  the  common  schools 
of  such  districts  as  may  seem  to  us  that  they  are  peculiarly  fitted  to 
perform ;  and  such  as  we  regard  as  properly  belonging  to  their  own 
sphere  in  the  social  system." 

The  followiog  resolution  was  proposed  to  the  Ladies  only : 

"  Retalvedf  That  if  the  men,  wimm  we  reeognize  as  by  the  laws 
of  Ood  and  man,  our  directors,  and  to  whose  superior  vrisdom  vre 
natorally  look  for  guidance,  shall  call  us  into  the  field  of  active  labor 
in  common  schools,  we  will  obey  the  call  with  alacrity,  and  to 
the  best  of  oar  abilities,  fulfil  such  tasks  as  they  may  judge  to  be 
suitable  for  us  to  undertake." 

Both  of  these  resolutions  were  ably  supported  by  Mrs.  Willard 
and  others,  and  unanimously  adopted. 

We  have  now  closed  our  quotations  from  the  report  for  the  year 
1845,  omitting  more  than  one  hundred  consecutive  pages  of  tables, 
catalogues  of  books,  accompanying  documents,  etc.  etc.  We  have, 
however,  introduced  a  considerable  amount  of  new  matter,  not  ori«> 

« 

ginally  published  in  said  report. 
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ANifiTAL  Rbfobt  roR  THE  Ybar  1846. 
The  ibHowing  is  front  the  Second  Annual  Report  of  the  nuder- 
signed,  dated  December  1646,  made  to  tbe  legialatnre  that  con- 
▼ened  in  Detroit  in  January  1847,  the  aiKme  being  the  ELfeVBNTH 
AififVAL  Report  froni  this  Department. 

I.    EDUCATIONAL  CONVENTIONS. 

Immediately  after  t^e  date  of  his  last  annual  report,  the  Superin* 
tendent,  in  pursuance  of  public  notice  given  some  time  previously, 
entered  npbn  an  educational  tour,  leading  throegh  eighteen  coun- 
ties of  the  state,  embracing,  chiefly,  the 'more  northern  organised 
counties  of  the  Tower  peninsula.    The  object  of  this  tot^'  was  the 
promotion  of  the  cause  of  popular  education,  by  means  of  holding 
public  meetings  in  the  diflTet^nt  counties,  delivering  lectured,  parti* 
cipating  in  disctisstbns,  and  co-operating  with  the  acdve  fKends  of 
the  cause  in  every  possible  manner.    In  short,  by  agiiaUHg  this 
qtiestion,  and  causing  the  public,  if  possible,  to  Mtev^  and  fisel  that 
the  only  reliable  means  of  petpetuating  those  priceless  institutions 
which  cost  the  blood  of  our  fkthers,  is  the  correct  physical,  intel- 
lectual and  moral  education  of  every  youth  of  die  state.    But  little 
did  I  hope  to  see  accomplished  immediatdy.    In  this  respect;  my 
hopes  have  been  exceeded.    I  expected  that  this,  like  all  other 
great  moral  enterprises  of  the  day  which  are  not  exciting  in  their 
nature,  would  move  slowly  at  first     But  I  had  learned  not  to  des* 
pise  the  day  of  small  things.    I  had  witnessed  the  rise  and  pro* 
gross  of  the  educational  reform  in  another  state,  and  I  then  be- 
lieved, as  I  stiU  do,  that  we  may  reasonably  hope  to  achieve  what 
has  been  accomplished  in  New  York  and  New  England — and  more. 
All  we  have  to  do  is  to  adapt  the  means  to  the  end,  and  difficnltieSi 
one  after  another,  will  disappear,  and  ere  long  our  brightest  hopes 
wiH  be  realized. 

At  a  public  meeting  whieh  I  attended  more  than  a  dozen  years 
ago,  in  one  of  the  first  counties  of  the  State  of  New  York,  for  th^ 
purpose  of  improving  the  common  schools  of  that  county,  there 
were  not  persons  enough  in  attendance  to  organise  a  meeting  with* 

out  making  every  individual  present  an  officer.  We  were  not  al- 
together disheartened.  For  a  time,  it  is  true,  our  infimt  society 
tfkraggled  fi>r  a  doubtfiil  existence.    But  after  the  lapse  of  a  fevr 
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yean,  it  becaine  an  aa^y  meatier  to  aaaemble  hupdreda,  and  even 
thottaan4i  of  persona  for  th^  sapne  purpo#erin  diffevent  pans  of  the 
coiHity*  On  one  oceaaiop,  UM^e  than  a  thooaaad«  common  achool 
childreui  ohiefly  from  two  adjacent  towosy  were  in  attendance  at  a 
common  school  celebration.  Not  oply  school  teachers  and  achool 
officers,  but  members  of  all  the  learned  profibssions,  and  even  grave 
legialatoTSi  whose  voices  have  been  listened  to  in  the  council  of  the 
nation,  esteemed  it  a  privilege  to  participate  in  the  general  fiBStivi- 
ty,  and  opntribute»  according  to  their  several  abilities,  to  interest 
and  instruct  those  who  are  soon  to  take  their  places,  and  act  their 
parts  on  the  great  thoatre  of  human  life.  A  similar  stale  of  feeliflg 
we  hope  in  due  time  to  see  in  every  coun^  of  this  state*  Thankfiil 
1  am  that  in  some  of  the  counties,  at  leasti  we  have  atrong  reason  to 
believe  that  the  time  draweth  nigh.    But  to  return. 

Although  in  many  counties  and  villages^  and  chiefly  in  those 
where  persona  generally  would  least  expect  it,  I  found  nmcb  to  dis* 
murage,  yet,  on  thp  whole,  I  have  been  greatly  encouraged,  and 
eapecially  in  the  new  counties  of  the  north.  There,  generally,  I 
found  the  most  lively  interest,  and  the  most  hearty  co-operation.  In 
aeveral  instances,  waggon  loads  and  sleigh  loads  came  up  to  die 
plaoe  of  meeting  from  towns  twelve  or  fourteen  miles  distant.  In* 
d^od,  persona  have  come  this  distance  on  foot,  in  numerous  in- 
stances. Frequently  teacheiv,  with  their  entire  schools,  have  been 
in  attendance-  One  instance  in  Lapeer  county,  is  so  commendable, 
that  I  deem  it  worthy  of  notice.     Mr.  — ,  a  well  qualified 

and  faithful  teacher,  came  up  to  the  place  of  meetiug,  six  or  eight 
poilev  distant,  with  more  than  fifty  scholars,  and  several  of  his  wor- 
thy and  delighted  patrons.     They  not  only  enjoyed  the  "ride*'  and 
the  meeting,  but  what  is  beiter,  (for  it  is  ever  better  to  give  than  to 
receive,)  they  enlivened  the  meeting  with  several  interesting  piecas 
of  vocal  music  well  adapted  to  the  occasion.    All  the  scholars  of 
that  school  were  exercised  daily  in  voaal  music    And  sweetly  did 
ihay  aiag.     The  next  day,  when  it  was  my  happiness  to  visit  and 
address  them,  I  inquired,  afler  they  had  all  united  in  singing  a  piece 
calculated  alike  to  inform  the  mind  and  unpiove  the  heait,  whether 
they  thought  they  could  learn  as  &st  and  sing  a  few  pieoea  daily  in 
sfihpoV  aa  thongb  they  gave  their  undivided  attestioii  to  the  ordiaaij 
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eaK6n)i«e8  oilhe  acbool.  room.  Their  AOBwor  W9s  what  I 'appro- 
fa^ndod  it  might  be.  Several  scholars  replied,  almost  with  one 
voice,  "  Yes,  and  faster  too,  for  when  we  get  tired  and  dull,  singiDg 
cheers  aad  eoliveDs  us." 

Daily  exercises  in  vocal  masic  should  be  introduced  into  our 
primary  schools,  whenever  teachers  are  found  competent  to  impart 
tDStmction.  I  am  conBdent  the  proper  cultivation  of  vocal  music 
in  ftmilies,  and  especially  its  general  introduction  into  our  primary 
eebools,  would  do  more  towards  elevating  the  rising  generation  in 
the  scale  of  social  and  moral  being,  and  bringing  them  to  that  high 
and  desirable  condition  where  moral  suasion  may  be  used  in  &mily 
aad  school  government,  to  the  exclnsion  of  corporal  punish  meat, 
than  any  other  one  thing. 

2.  TKACHBas'  AflSOCIATfONS. 

The  first  association  of  this  kind  in  the  SMite,  of  which  I  have 
moy  knowledge,  is  the  Lenawee  County  Teachers'  Association.  In 
several  of  the  counties  I  first  visited,  I  earnestly  recommended  the 
organisation  of  these  associations,  and,  when  they  were  formed,  I 
explained  to  them  the  nature  and  design  of  Teachers'  Institutes,  and 
set  before  them  the  advantages  that  would  result  from  their  early 
formation.  The  Macomb  County  Teachers' Association,  when  I 
wae  with  them  in  February  last,  [1646,]  passed  a  resolution  appro- 
ving of  Teach0rs'  Institutes,  and  expressing  their  convictipn  that 
it  was  practical  to  hold  one  in  that  county  the  ensuing  autumn.  Se- 
veral associations  have  passed  similar  resolutions,  A  Teachers'  In- 
stitute, and,  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  the  first  organized  in  the  State, 
was  held  in  the  village  of  JacksQn,  in  October  last,  under  the  au- 
spiceB  of  the  Jackson  County  Teachers'  Association.  There  were 
about  sixty  teachera  in  attendance,  many  of  whom  will  look  back  to 
the  brief  period  they  spent  together  on  that  eccasion.as  constituting 
a  new  and  interesting  era  in  their  professional  career.  This  sub- 
ject will  be  called  up  again  before  closing  this  report. 

I  soop  saw  the  public  wdl*e  not  sufficiently  awake  to  this  subject 
to  enable  teachers  to  sustain  such  associations.  Indeed,  many  of  our 
teachers  are  transient  persons.  And  such  as  have  a  residence,  do  not, 
in  many  instances,  calculate  on  teaching  until  they  are  actually  em- 
pIoy«4'    ^  hence  soon  became  satisfied  we  should  first  seek  to  awa- 
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ken  a  more  general  intei^t  in  behalf  of  our  common  sdiools  among 
all  classes  of  citizens,  and  lead  them  to  feel  the  necessity  of  impro- 
ving them.  For  this  purpose,  in  the  conventiotts  which  I  attended 
during  the  past  summer  and  autumn,  I  recommended  the  formation 
of 

3.  C0T7NTT  BDUCATIONAL  SOC1KTIE8. 

The  object  of  these  societies  is  the  promotion  of  the  canae  of 
Popular  Education,  and  especially  the  improvement  of  our  Com- 
mon Schools.  Freqent  meetings  are  proposed,  the  design  of  wbick 
is,  to  awaken  the  community  to  a  sense  of  the  real  condition  of  oar 
primary  schools,  to  satisfy  them  that  great  and  alarming  evils  a^tii- 
ally  exist  therein,  and  to  point  them  to  the  means  of  their  removial, 
and  of  the  improvement  of  our  schools.  Some  suitable  petaon  or 
persons  are  generally  secured  to  address  each  meeting.  Reports 
are  also  made  by  committees  appointed  for  that  purpose ;  reaolu- 
tions  are  discussed,  etc.  In  short,  the  same  general  means  are 
used  to  advance  the  interests  of  this  cause,  that  are  had  in  requiat* 
tion  to  promote  the  various  political,  social  and  moral  referma  of 
the  day. 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report,  1  have  visited  all  the 
organized  counties  of  the  State,  with  the  exception,  I  believe,  of 
but  four.    These  four  counties  I  hope  to  be  able  to  visit  during  the 
present  winter.    Except  in  a  few  instances,  when  circumstances 
were  unfavorable  to  holding  meetings  at  the  time  of  my  visits,  Edu- 
cational Societies  have  been  organized  in  every  county  through 
which  I  have  passed.  In  many  of  the  counties,  auxiliary  Town  So- 
cieties have  been  organized  in  most  of  the  towns,  and  in  some  . 
counties  in  all  of  them.  Although,  in  a  few  instances,  there  has  been 
much  to  discourage,  no  proper  notice  of  the  proposed  meetings 
having  been  given,  and  no  suitable  arrangements  having  been  made; 
in  short,  nobody  appearing  to  be  interested  in  the  subject,  yet  in 
the  majority  of  cases  it  has  been  far  otherwise.    In  several  instan- 
ces, I  have  been  greatly  encouraged,  finding  many  worthy  citizens 
ready  to  co-operate  in  this  work,  and  disposed  to  second  any  efforts 
that  might  be  proposed  for  the  improvement  of  teachers  and  acboob. 
All  we  waiit  is,  to  have  the  community  awake  to  the  interests  of  diis 
subject,  and  possess  a  zeal  that  is  according  t6  knowledge,  and  tfa» 
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war k  .is  h^lf  accomplwfaed.  It  Bhould  not  be  diBgaited,  that  for' 
want  of  this  interest,  some  of  the  ■ocieties  havr  not  held  a  regular 
meeting  since  their  organization.  This  will  generally  be  the  case, 
where  too  much  reliance  is  placed  vpon  foreign  aid.  Their  per- 
manency and  usefulness  must  depend  upon  the  activity,  zeal  and 
discretion  of  the  friends  of  education  in  the  different  counties. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  communication  accompanying 
the  late  annual  report  of  the  county  olerk  of  Branch  county,  to  this 
Department:  *'  In  regard  to  our  County  Educational  Society,"  says 
he,  "  I  regret  to  say,  that  it  has  proved  a  total  failure.  We  shaU 
however,  make  an  effort  in  the  course  of  the  winter,  to  form  such 
a  society.  There  are  a  number  of  our  citizens  who  feel  much  in- 
terested in  the  cause  of  education,  and  we  design  to  have  a  few 
lectures  in  several,  if  not  all  of  the  towns,  and  if  possible,  to  wake 
up  the  slumbering  energies  of  the  people  to  active  exertions  in  the 
cause.  I  design,  if  possible,  to  get  up  a  meeting  of  the  male  school 
teachers  of  the  county,  in  the  course  of  the  winter,  at  the  same 
time  inviting  the  School  Inspectors  of  the  sever&l  towns  to  partici- 
pate in  the  exercises  of  the  meeting,  and  at  that  time,  if  practica* 
ble,  we  shall  form  a  County  Society  for  the  purpose  of  advancing 
the.interests  of  Primary  or  Common  Schoool  Education." 

There  may  bo  other  counties  in  which  an  equally  alarming  state 
of  apathy  prevails.  If  so,  it  is  hoped  there  may  be  a  noble  few, 
ready  to  step  forward,  and  act  the  part  which  the  clerk  of  Branch 
county  and  his  coadjutors  propose  for  themselves. 

However  this  may  be,  it  is  certain  there  are  some  counties  awake 
and  at  work.  By  way  of  illustration,  I  will  introduce  an  extract 
from  a  letter  accompanying  the  annual  report  of  the  school  inspec- 
tors for  Sault  Ste  Marie,  Chippewa  county.  This  county,  it  should 
be  borne  in  mind,  is  sparsely  settled,  and  has  never,  until  the  pres- 
ent year,  forwarded  a  report  to  this  Department.  Indeed,  when  I 
visited  Chippewa  county  during  the  past  summer,  there  had  never 
been  a  regularly  organized  common  school  in  it.  I  mention  this  that 
the  citizens  of  other  counties  more  favorably  circumstanced  in  this 
respect,  may  appreciate  their  commendable  efforts  in  this  noble 
cause,  and  emulate  their  example. 

Said  the  inspector,  in  the  letter  referred  to,  "I  take  the  liberty  of 
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addreaaog  jou  a  line  in  -order  to  make  you  acquainted  with  onr 
present  condition,  and  future  prospects,  in  reference  to  our  district 
school."     This  is  the  only  district  school  in  the  Upper  Peninsnlcu 
The  inspector  adds, ''  You  are  fully  acquainted  with  our  general 
circumstances  :   I  will  therefore  say,  that  since  you  were  here,  we 
have  had  our  new  school  house  finished,  and  painted  inside  and 
out.     It  is  fiimished   with  green  blinds,  an  excellent  bell,  and 
all  the  necessary  apparatus  and  fixtures  for  warming,  etc.     Said 
house  is  twenty-four  feet  by  forty  on  the  ground,  with  twelre  feet 
posts,  kind  it  is  the  best  district  school  house  I  hare  overseen  in  this 
State,  and  I  think  the  best  I  have  seen  anywhere.     No  person  has 
any  claim  whatever  on  the  house,  but  in  order  to  free  it,  I  have 
had  to  pay  about  ninety  dollars  more  than  my  subscription,  making 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars  in  all.    •     •    •     •     •    We  dedi- 
cated our  school  house  to  the  cause  of  Education,  by  holding  in  it 
a  meeting  of  our  County  Educational  Society.     There  was  a  great 
attendance,  and  we  more  than  trebled  our  numbers  on  that  occasion. 
We  had  a  fine  address  by  A.  Harvie,  Esq.,  a  lawyer,  formerly  of 
Detroit.    We  have  determined  to  hold  regular  meetings  of  the  so- 
ciety during  the  winter,  once  in  two  weeks,  to  hear  addresses  on 
moral,  literary  and  scientific  subjects,  and  to  transact  such  other 
business  as  the  cause  of  education  may  seem  to  demand,    e  •  •  • 
As  we  have  just  got  fairly  into  operation,  our  report  is  necessarily 
imperfect;  hot  I  hope  it  is  sufficient  to  satisfy  you  we  are  trying  to 
do  our  duty." 

This  letter  was  not  intended  for  publication.  I  have  introduced 
these  extracts  with  the  hope  that  the  zeal  of  the  friends  of  education 
in  Chippewa,  which  seems  to  be  according  to  knowledge,  and  their 
abundant  labors,  may  provoke  others  to  love  and  good  works. 

Public  attention,  in  many  parts  of  the  State,  seems  to  be  some- 
what awakened  in  relation  to  the  interests  of  common  schools.^ 
Many  causes  have  tended  to  bring  about  this  desirable  state  of  thiogs. 
The  work  of  reform,  however,  has  scarcely  commenced.  These 
societies  should  continue  to  hold  frequent  meetings,  and  thus  keep 
the  subject  before  the  people.  By  thili  means,  the  growing  interest 
will  continue  to  increase,  and  a  better  organization  of  our  schools, 
and  a  general  improvement  in  all  that  pertains  to  them,  will  be  the 
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result .  It  htB  been  specially  gmtifying  to  see  not  only  elergymenv 
but  mereben  of  all  the  learned  professions,  and  m^n  in  public  life» 
in  attendance  at  a  great  majority  of  the  educational  meetings  I  have 
attended.  And  not  only  to  see  them  there,  but  to  see  them,  in  ma* 
ny  instances,  actively  at  work  with  their  fellow  citizens  in  a  cause 
upon  which  depend  more,  perhaps,  than  upon  all  other  causes  com- 
bined, the  iroproveipent  and  permanency  of  our  domestic,  social, 
and  political  institutions.  But  in  contemplating  the  causes  which 
have  contributed  to  advance  this  enterprise,  we  oughi{no,t  to  over* 
look 

4.    THB  INVLUBNOE  OF  THE  PRESS. 

Many  editors  and  publishers  of  secular  and  religious  periodicals 
in  various  parts  of  the  State,  deserve  the  gratitude  of  the  friends  of 
education  for  the  liberality  they  have  exercised  in  copying  circu* 
lars,  calls  for  meetings,  etc.  In  several  instances,  the  last  annual 
report  from  this  Department  has  been  copied  entire.  But  mora  es- 
pecially have  they  aided  the  cause  by  their  frequent  and  pecti«ent 
editorials.  .  Several  editors  keep  open  an  educational  department 
in  their  papers,  and  |iot  only  write  themselves,  but  solicit  eontribo* 
tions.  Such  liberality  is  highly  commendable,  and  will  periiaps  do 
more  to  awaken  a  general  interest  in  the  community  on  this  subject, 
than  almost  any  other  instrumentality,  and  tend  to  make  the  rising 
generation  a  more  reading,  thinking  and  moral  people,  when  they 
come  upon  the  stage  of  action,  than  they  would  otherwise  be. 

The  propriety  of  making  legislative  provision  for  the  establish- 
ment of  an  Educational  Journal,  was  suggested  in  my  last  annual 
report,  and  was  repeatedly  recommended  by  my  predecessors  in 
office.  I  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  legislature  to 
Au  subjeol.  Shonld  such  a  periodical  be  issued  monthly,  or  only 
i|iiafterly,  and  be  forwarded  offietally  to  the  scbocd  iaspectoia  ef 
every  town  in  the  state,  or  to  every  director  of  a  school  district,  to 
be  by  them  preserved  ambng  the  papers  of  their  office,  and  trans- 
mitted to  their  successors,  with  instructions  to  have  tbem  bound  at 
the  end  of  the  year  and  placed  in  the  township  libraries  for  gene- 
ral circulation,  I  have  no  doubt  it  would  soon  be  regarded  a  very 
profitable  investment  This  would  open  a  ready  means  of  oommi- 
ntcation  between  the  head  of  the  school  department  and  the  county. 
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township  and  district  officersy  whereas  we  have  now  to  rely  solely 
upon  a  laborious  correspondenoey  and  the  issue  of  circulan.  With 
our  school  law  as  it  now  is,  should  a  journal  be  published  devoted 
exclusively  to  the  cause  of  education,  as  has  been  proposed  by  an 
association  of  two  or  three  individuals,  it  must  depend  solely  upon 
individual  subscription  for  support,  like  any  other  periodical.  With 
the  apathy  on  this  subject  which  is  every  where  too  manifest,  we 
have  hardly  reason  to  hope  for  the  continuance  of  such  a  journal 
should  its  publication  be  comipenced.  But  even  should  it  be  aiia- 
tained,  it  could  not  be  relied  upon  as  a  medium  of  official  commfun- 
cation,  unless  brought  so  far  under  the  patronage  of  the  legislatiire 
as  to  insure  its  regular  receipt  by  school  iospecton.* 

5,  STATISTICAL  INFORMATION. 

By  comparing  the  abstract  of  the  County  Clerks*  reports  appen- 
ded to  this  repoit,  with  the  reports  received  at  this  office  last  year, 
a  great  improvement  is  manifest.  Some  of  the  counties  fix>m  which 
the  most  imperfect  reports  were  received  last  year,  have  this  year 
forwarded  full  and  accurate  returns.  But  the  notes  appended  to 
the  tables  show  that  too  little  attention  is  still  given  to  the  cottec» 
tion  and  transmission  of  correct  statistical  information. 

The  number  of  Bcbolata  reported  within  the  legal ages»  (between 
4  and  18,)  is  97,658,  or  7,652  more  than  were  reported  last  year. 
21  more  towns  have  reported  this  year  than  did  last,  and  177  more 
districts,  the  entire  number  of  districts  reporting  the  present  year, 
being  2,272.  The  whole  number  of  children  that  have  attended 
primary  or  common  schools  during  the  year,  is  77,807,  or  7,037 
more  than  attended  the  preceding  year.  1,209  male  teachers,  (5 
less  than  last  year,)  have  been  employed,  at  an  average  compensa- 
tion of  812  71  per  month,  exclusive  of  board,  being  73  cents  more 
than  was  paid  the  preceding  year.  1,981  female  teachers,(142  more 
than  last  year,)  have  been  employed,  at  an  average  compeasation 
of  $5  36  per  moBth>  ezckisive  of  board,  the  same  being  12  eenla 
more  than  was  paid  last  year.  The  average  number  of  moetha 
schools  have  been  taught  by  qualified*teacbers,  is  fivOi  the  aame  as 
reported  last  year. 

Last  year,  the  primary  school  interest  fund  appottioned  among 

^^^^^^^^"^ 

*  Boon  alter  Um  pablicatkm  of  thU  repoi%  die  flnt  number  of  the  "tOdiifn  Mwol 
4tw««l*'wetkMwAe(iaekNm[teJnHei7lBi7.}  After  4m  puMtoetlim  ef  dw  elghm  mm- 
b«r,  it  WM  dieooptlBoed;  or  rather  it  was  united  with  another  pa^r,  which  ia  now  pnk* 
Bahed'  under  the  tide  of  "UchigMi  Temperanoe  Journal  and  School  Adiroealei*' 
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tke  leTeral  counties  and  towM  of  the  State,  was  t22,113  00,  the 
same  beiog  28  cents  to  eyery  child  between  the  ages  of  4  and  19 
years.  The  amount  apportioned  the  present  year  is  $21^25  72,  or 
31  cents  to  every  child  wilhip  the  legal  ages,  the  same  being  $5,612 
72  more  than  the  amount  apportioned  last  year. 

The  late  tabular  returns  show  a  large  increase  alike  in  the  num- 
ber of  Township  Libraries,  the  number  of  volumes  they  contain, 
and  the  number  of  districts  that  draw  regularly  therefrom.  Ac- 
cording to  the  returns  received  at  this  office  last  year,  there  were 
only  203  township  libraries  in  the  State.  272  are  reported  the  pre- 
sent year,  showing  an  iacrease  of  69.  The  last  yeatr's  report  rep- 
resenu  that  there  were  24,905  volumes  in  said  Iftraries.  Accord- 
ing to  the  report  for  the  current  year,  there  are  36,988,  showing 
an  increase  of  nearly  50  per  cent.  These  books  are  circulated 
and  read  in  280  more  school  districts  the  current  year  (ban  they 
were  the  preceding  one. 

These  libraries,  when  judiciously  selected,  as  I  have  reason  to 
believe  they  generally  are,  afford  to  the  juvenile  and  adult  popula- 
tion of  the  State,  even  in  the  more  remote  counties  and  towns,  fa- 
cilities for  storing  the  mind  with  varied  and  useful  knowledge, 
which  comparatively  few,  even  of  the  more  wealthy  portions  of 
society,  enjoyed  previously  to  their  establishment.     The  clerk  of 
Branch  county,  in  speaking  of  this  subject,  says,  "  In  respect  to  the 
Township  Libraries,  1  have  the  gratification  of  informing  you  that 
so  far  as  I  can  learn,  they  are  productive  of  much  benefit.    The 
books  are  sought  after  with  much  avidity,  and  read  with  a  great 
deal  of  interest    In  several  of  the  towns  where  there  was  a  feel- 
ing of  opposition  on  that  subject,  they  are  now  very  much  in  &vor 
of  it.    Although  several  towns  have  not  reported  the  number  of 
volumes  in  their  libraries,  yet  I  know  of  only  one  town,  (Batsvia,) 
in  this  county  where  the  law  has  not  been  carried  imto  general  ef- 
fect.'*    There  are,  however,  six  towns  in  that  county  that  do  net 
report  a  libraxy.    There  are  doubtless  many  other  township  libra- 
ries that  are  not  properly  reported.  Nevertheless,  there  is  too  mndi 
reason  to  believe  that  the  law  in  relation  to  their  organization  is 
not  property  observed. 

The  law  has  for  several  years  made  it  the  duty  of  the  supervi- 
sor to  assess  a  half  mill  tax  upon  each  dollar  of  the  taxable  prop- 
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eity  of  bis  townabip  for  ^e  purehMe  of  a  towoBhtp  libiwy,  a  por- 
tion of  wbicfa  tax  may,  when  certain  conditioDS  are  complied  with, 
be  applied  to  tbe  support  of  sdiools.  This  tax  bts  been  raised  in 
•only  220  of  the  420  to\ms  from  whioli  reports  have  been  received, 
a  fraction  more  than  one-half  of  the  entire  number. 

The  Constitution  of  the  State  provides  tliat  "  the  clear  proceeds 
of  all  fines  assessed  in  the  several  counties  for  any  breach  of  the 
penal  laws,  shall  be  exclusively  applied  to  the  support  of  said  li- 
braries." In  consequence  of  a  misapplication  of  these  fines,  the 
legislature,  in  1844,  passed  **  An  act  to  provide  more  effecUuJly  for 
the  completion  and  dispoeition  of  fines,  penalties  and  fecfeitnm  of 
feeogmzances." 

Notwithstanding  the  passage  of  this  act,  there  are  360  townships 
wfcidi  have  received  nothing  from  this  source  for  libraries,  and  only 
46  that  have.  Lenawee,  Oakland  and  Washtenaw,  are  the  only 
counties  that  repoit  any  receipts  in  more  than  four  towns,  and  net- 
*  ther  of  theso  counties  reports  receipts  in  one-half  of  their  towns, 
when  these  moneys  should  be  distributed  among  them  all. 

I  will  only  add,  in  this  connection,  that  there  is  a  large  increase 
in  the  number  of  visits  to  the  schools  by  district  and  township 
school  officers.  For  further  statistical  information^  reference  is 
made  to  the  tables  on  the  64th  and  five  following  pages  of  this  re- 
port. It  is  earnestly  desired  that  all  school  officers  chai^d  with 
making  and  transmitting  reports,  will  carefully  examine  these 
tables  and  the  accompanying  notes. 

6.   RBGOMMBNDATION  OP  BOOKS. 

It  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent  to  publish  in  his  annu- 
al n^rt  to  (he  legislature,  a  list  of  books,  such  as,  in  his  opinion, 
should  be  used  as  text  books  in  the  primary  schools,  and  a  list  of 
books  for  township  libraries.  This  is  an  exceedingly  difficult  task 
to  perform,  and  at  the  same  time,  one  which  it  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance, should  be  well  executed.  No  person,  whose  position 
gives  weight  to  his  opinion  and  influenee  to  his  recommendatioa, 
should,  in  any  case,  commend  a  book  to  public  favor,  without  first 
esBomming  and  approving  it*  No  matter  whose  name  may  appear 
in  the  title  page  as  its  author,  the  book  is  not  hence,  secesioft^,  a 
good  one^  and  worthy  of  a  recommendation.    Many  eminent  teach- 
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^i^  und  literaxy  men  allow  themselres  to  reeommetid  beoks  with- 
out examining  them. 

A  professor  is  sometimes  inquired  of  how  he  came  to  recom- 
mend so  imperfect  and  erroneous  a  book ;  when,  looking  over  the 
list  of  recommendations,  he  replies,  **  I  can  hardly  say,  I  noTer 
examined  the  work,  but  I  find,*'  he  adds,  **  I  am  in  very  good  com- 
pany," referring  to  a  list  of  distinguished  names  appended  to  a  i«- 
eommehdation. 

An  author  approaches  the  president  of  a  University  and  soUolts 
«  recommendation  to  his  new  book : 

Presidait, — ^You  must  excuse  me,  I  have  no  time  to  examine  it. 

Authtfr, — Your  recommendation  is  essential  to  my  success;  I  oaii- 
tiot  dispense  vnth  it. 

Presideni, — ^In  addition  to  my  professional  duties,  I  am  engaged 
aeveral  hours  a  day  in  reading  the  proof  of  my  own  work,  upon 
which  I  have  been  occupied  for  years. 

Author, — I  don't  care  about  your  exarnming  ray  book,  (perhaps 
lie  would  prefer  not  to  have  it  examined,)  all  I  want  is  your 
reetmimendation. 

President. — ^I  cannot  examine  it  sufficiently  to  write  a  recommen- 
-dation.  I7*  Sit  down  yourself,  and  write  such  a  recommendation 
«s  suits  you,  and  I  vrill  sign  it. 

The  author  writes  a  notice  of  his  own  book,  and,  when  the  pre- 
sident has  signed  it,  he  retires,  proud  of  having  obtained  the  re- 
commendation of  one  of  the  first  Universities  in  the  Union.  If  this 
is  not  liUrdUy  true  in  rfiore  cases  than  one,  there  are  at  least  scores 
fit  instances  where  it  is  essentially  so. 

The  preceding  remarks  have  been  made  from  the  circumstance 
"diat  I  feel  constrained  to  abridge  the  list  of  hooka  appended  to  my 
fcrmer  report,  and  to  omit  one  book  that  has  received  high  feeati- 
tnooials,  and  is  very  extensively  used  in  this  and  other  Stales.  This 
I  do  reluctantly,  though  honestly,  and  with  deference  to  the  opin- 
ion of  others. 

It  is  proper  I  should  here  state,  I  have  not  so  critically  examined 

all  the  works  named  in  the  list  appended  to  this  report  as  I  could 

iiave  desired.    It  is  possible,  that  had  the  proper  discharge  of  oth- 

«eT  important  and  pressing  duties  allowed  me  more  time  lor  the  ex- 
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amioatioii  of  books,  I  might  have  modified  this  list.  1  have  many 
late  works,  on  my  book  table,  some  of  which,  I  have  no  doubt,  I 
should  be  disposed  to  recommend,  had  I  been  able  to  ezamine 
them.  I  have,  however,  carefully  examined  most  of  the  books  em- 
braced in  the  list  appended  to  this  report. 

It  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  same 
series  of  books  should  be  used,  throughout  the  State.  It  is,  how- 
ever, very  desirable,  that  there  be  a  uniformity  in  every  district, 
and,  if  practicable,  in  adjacent  districts  and  towns.  In  one  county, 
one  series  of  books  is  in  vexy  general  use.  In  an  adjacent  county. 
tStoB  series  is  hardly  known,  and  another  series  is  extensively  intro- 
duced. And  so  for  other  counties.  This  is  not,  in  my  opinion, 
particularly  objectionable.  At  all  events,  it  is  a  state  of  things, 
that,  so  far  as  I  can  discover,  with  the  present  and  prospective  com- 
petition in  authorship  and  book  publishing,  is  unavoidable.  It  is 
well  known,  there  are  frequently  several  reputable  authors  of  ele- 
mentary school  books,  in  the  same  department,  whose  works  enjoy 
nearly  equal  celebrity.  It  was  a  knowledge  of  this  fact,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  circumstance  just  named,  and  a  desire  to  avoid  incur- 
ring ttoneccessary  expense  in  a  fruitless  eflfort  to  introduce  a  uni- 
form series  of  books  throughout  the  State,  that  led  me  to  name 
several  works  on  the  same  subject,  in  my  former  report.  That, 
however,  was  placed ^r#f,  which,  other  things  being  equal,  I  would 
prefer  to  see  in  general  use,  and  inferior  works  were  named  after- 
wards. My  reasons  for  doing  thus,  were  fully  stated  in  an  accom- 
panying note,  from  which  my  recommendation,  in  any  particular 
case,  could  be  learned.  [For  further  remarks  on  this  subject,  see 
note  preceding  the  list  of  books  appended  to  this  report.] 

The  Elementary  Spelling  Book  has  been  highly  recommended, 
and  is,  at  this  time,  more  extensively  used  in  this  State  than  all 
other  spelling  books.  I,  however,  deemed  it  my  duty  to  place  it 
last  on  the  list  of  Spellers,  in  my  former  report.  In  this  report,  it 
is  omitted.  A  decent  regard,  for  the  opinions  of  others,  as  well  m 
justice  to  myself,  and  the  cause  of  education,  lequires  that  I  should 
state  my  reasons  for  so  doing. 

The  following  principles  should  unquestionably  be  observed  by 
every  author  of  a  spelling  book. 
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1.  He  should  not  insert  the  same  word  in  two  or  more  spelling 
lessons,  unless  there  is  some  assignable  reason  for  doing  so,  in  con- 
sequence of  peculiar  vowel  or  consonant  sounds. 

2.  When  any  lesson  is  devoted  to  words  of  a  particular  class, 
all  the  words  of  that  class,  in  the  book,  should  be^  inserted  in  said 
lesson,  and  not  elsewhere,  unless  for  some  special  reason. 

3.  If  the  author  of  a  spelling  book,  is  also  the  author  of  a  dic- 
tionary, not  only  the  orthography,  but  the  division  and  pronuncia- 
tion of  words,  should  agree  in  both  works. 

4.  Especially,  if  the  same  words  are  repeated  in  different  spell- 
ing lessons,  there  should  be  an  agreement  in  division  and  pronan- 
ciation.  ' 

5.  Words  of  different  orthography,  but  of  the  same  pronuncia- 
tion, should  not,  without  particular  reason,  be  inserted  in  the  same, 
or  different  lessons,  without  being  associated  with  their  respective 
definitions. 

All  these,  and  other  equally  important  and  obvious  principles, 
are,  in  almost  innumerable  instances,  violated  in  the  Elementary 
Spelling  Book.  I  examined  one  of  the  earlier  editions  of  this  work 
with  great  care,  several  years  ago,  and  recently  learning  that  the 
publishers  had  advanced  on  the  price,  I  procured  a  copy  of  the 
last  edition  for  examination.  Many  of  the  errors  in  earlier  edi- 
tions have  been  corrected.  Several  hundred,  however,  are  still 
retained,  of  which  the  following  are  specimens :  . 

On  the  20th  page,  2d  column,  fh  is  twice  inserted,  with  only 
four  words  intervening.  Bid,  is  inserted  in  each  of  the  last  two 
columns  of  the  same  lesson.  In  the  5th  column  of  the  13th  lesson, 
on  the  same  page,  voig  is  twice  inserted,  with  only  one  word  be- 
tween. On  this  one  page,  there  are  three  words,  each  of  which  is 
inserted  twice  in  spelling  lessons,  and  in  two  instances  the  repeti- 
tions are  in  the  same  column ;  and  all  this  when  one  half  of  the 
page  is  g^ven  to  exercises  in  reading.  Turn  over  one  leaf,  and  in 
the  last  column  of  the  17th  lesson,  iakt  is  inserted  twice.  There 
are  also  between  thirty  and  forty  other  words  in  spelKng  lessons  on 
this  page,  that  are  inserted  in  other  spelling  lessons  of  the  book. 
On  the  25th  page,  lesson  26th,  are  at  least  seven  words,  all  of  which 
may  be  found  in  other  spelling  lessons  of  the  book»  and  some  of 
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them  are  ioBerted  in  three  different  lessons.  Ckdar  is  repeated  on 
the  57th  page ;  wages^  on  the  74ch,  and  ovalf  on  the  87th,  in  lessons, 
all  of  which  are  headed,  "  Words  of  two  9yUdble$^  accaUed  on  the 
JirU;''  so  there  can  be  no  sufficent  reason  for  their  repetition.  On 
the  36th  page  are  the  two  words  gentry  and  ndtry  in  the  same 
column.  They  may  also  be  found  in  the  q^me  column  on  the  Gist 
page,  lesson  77th.  In  both  cases  the  lessons  are  headed  as  before, 
"  Words  of  two  sylUMes,  accented  on  the  firsts  On  the  43d  page, 
are  the  three  words,  tester^  elder,  and  tinder,  in  spelling  columns, 
all  of  which  are  repeated  in  a  spelling  lesson  on  the  56th  page. 
Both  lessons  have  the  same  heading  as  all  the  preceding  ones  re- 
ferred  to,  viz :  "  Wofds  of  two  syllables,  accented  on  ike  first "  /  /  On 
the  last  page  referred  to,  are  the  words  canon  and  cannon^  where 
they  should  not  be,  both  of  which  are  repeated  on  the  146th  page. 
Censer  and  censor  are  also  on  the  56th  page,  where  they  should 
NOT  be,  both  of  which  are  omitted  on  the  146th  page,  where  they 
should  be,  if  in  the  book. 

Many  words  are  not  only  repeated  in  the  same  or  different  lea- 
sons,  but  are  also,  like  the  last  four  words  referred  to,  wrongfy 
dossed.  As  a  single  additional  example,  withdraw  is  on  the  72d 
and  83d  pages,  where  it  should  not  be,  and  is  omitted  on  the  115tli 
page,  in  a  lesson  containing  ''  Words  in  which  tb  have  their  voeai 
somnd,**  where  it  should  be,  if  inserted  in  any  lesson  of  the  book. 

Many  worda  in  the  Elementary  Spelling  Book  are  divided  con* 
trary  to  Webster's  Dictionary.  As  examples,  see  mo%tn4ain-^^t9 
and  shir-mish,  on  the  49th  page,  which,  in  the  Dictionary,  are  din* 
dad  thus :  mowU-ain-ous  and  skirmrish.  See  also  a»hd$t'0^  and 
pwr-ga-to-ry^  on  the  52d  page  of  the  spelling  book,  which,  in  the 
Dictionary,  are  divided  thus :  audri-to-ry  and  fwrg^a-to^ry.  Again, 
on  the  65th  page  are  hU-let  and  htd^let,  which,  in  the  Dictionary, 
are  divided  thus :  biH-et  and  buU-eU 

Words  in  the  Spelling  Book  are  not  only  divided  differently 
from  the  same  words  in  the  Dictionary,  but  when  they  are  re- 
peated in  two  or  three  spelling  columns,  they  are  sometimes  di« 
vided  as  many  different  ways :  On  the  93d  page  is  iVUh'^r'al'-i'tyt 
and  on  the  95tfa,  Ub^e^ral^-ty.  Also,  on  the  122d  page,  is  brill-fomt^ 
and  oo  the  160th,  brilliant. 

The  same  word  is,  moreover,  frequently  spelled  two  or  three 
different  ways  in  the  same  or  different  lessons,  as,  gnarl  and  butri^ 
on  the  113th  pftge,  the  and  thee^  on  the  118th  page»  and  burr  and 
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fltrr,  on  the  SSd  page.  There  ^xe  several  hwtdredutmxlw  repatitioiiB 
and  errouAOQB  classificattoiM  in  this  book.  But  as  I  do  not  intend 
this  for  a  crUiciem  upon  a  work  of  which  the  publishers  say, "  Thk 
Spelling  Book  is  almost  universally  used  throughout  the  United 
States,  the  sale  of  it  amounting  to  onemiUion  of  copies  per  annum!  !'* 
but  as  a  reason,  merely,  for  placing  it  at  the  foot  of  my  list,  last 
year,  and  omitting  it  now,  the  preceding  must  suffice.  These  some- 
what extended  remarks  have  been  made  with  reference  to  this 
book,  from  the  fact,  that  although  so  extensively  used,  I  cannot 
consistently  recommend  it,  in  connection  with  the  circumstance  that 
the  publishers  have  raised  the  price  of  the  book  because  of  its  in- 
creased celebrity  and  extended  sales,  as  I  am  informed  by  book* 
sellers  in  Detroit. 

7.  AGENTS  FOR  SCHOOL  BOOKS. 

The  coarse  that  has  been  pursued  by  the  agents  of  several 
school  books,  is  alike  discreditable  to  themselves  and  the  bouses 
Aey  represent ;  and  all  reflecting,  reasonable  men,  when  they  fiiUy 
understand  it,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  at  once  frown  upon  it. 

In  several  instances,  agents,  to  my  knowledge,  have  introduced 
new  books  in  the  following  manner:  Having  ascertained  that 
several  different  books  on  the  same  subject  ara  in  use  in  the  schools 
of  a  village  or  township,  and  knowing  that  uniformity  is  always  do* 
sirable,  they  have  offered  to  give  new  copies  of  their  work  in  ex- 
change for  old,  soiled »  and  even  worn  out  copies  of  similar  works 
by  other  authors,  and  have  urged  this  as  an  argument  in  favor  of 
the  introduction  of  their  book.  The  new  book  is  introduced.  Pre- 
sently the  agent  of  some  author  or  publisher,  whose  book  is  thus 
thrown  out,  is  apprised  of  the  fact.  He  succeeds  in  convincing  tbe 
teacher  or  committee,  that  his  book  is  really  a  better  one  than  that 
last  adopted.  The  committee  confess  to  him,  the  principal  reason 
fer  introducing  the  new  book,  was  the  liberal  proposition  of  its 
agent.  He  then  proposes  to  pursue  an  equally  liberal  course  with 
his  rival,  and  give  copies  of  his  book  in  exchange  for  that  recently 
introduced,  tf  they  will  adopt  it  as  their  text  book, — and  his  work 
is  again  introduced.  By  this  means,  the  schools  are  repeatedly 
supplied  with  new  books*  it  is  true.  And  this,  it  may  be,  was  the 
most  that  was  hoped  for,  or  even  desired.  But  this  is  an  unwise 
policy.  When  a  series  of  books  is  in  use  in  a  school,  they  should 
bfr  contifttted,  until  a  better  series  can  supply  their  placei— ^ 
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too*  that  is  worth  buying.  If»  however,  a  commtttee  first  determine 
to  introduce  a  book,  because  it  is  really  a  good  one,  and  the  pob- 
lishers,  subsequaUly,  through  th^ir  agent,  or  otherwise,  generously 
propose  to  lighten  the  expense  of  introducing  it,  by  supplying 
schools  at  cost,  I  can  see  no  reason  why  such  an  offer  should  not  be 
thankfully  accepted.  It  may  be  well,  as  it  doubtless  is,  for  authors 
and  publishers  to  send  out  agents,  to  make  their  works  known. 
But  no  honest  and  liberal  minded  man,  will  ever  resort  to  such 
measures,  to  introduce  a  book,  and  good  citizens  should  never  allow 
themselves  to  be  thus  bribed.  The  old  books  that  are  bought  up, 
in  such  instances,  ostensibly  for  the  purpose  of  exchange  in  other 
districts,  where  they  are  used,  are  really  committed  to  the  flames; 
and  similar  exchanges  are  repeated,  as  ofton  as  opportunity  pre- 
dents.  This  unpleasant  expose  has  been  made,  to  caution  the  pub- 
Uc  against  a  course,  that  at  least  some  agents  pursue  in  orda"  to 
introduce  their  books. 

8.   MODIFICATIONS  OP  THE  SCHOOL  LAW. 

In  my  former  report,  I  suggested  certain  modi6cations  of  oar 
School  Law,  and  gave  reasons  for  them.  But  few  of  those  sug- 
gestions were  adopted.  More  reflection  on  the  subject  has  con- 
vinced me  of  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  some  such  change,  in 
order  to  advance  most  successfully  the  interests  of  primary  schools. 
And  what,  more  than  any  other  circumstance,  tends  to  confirm  me 
in  this  opinion,  is  the  fact  that  in  nearly  every  county  I  have  visited, 
mon,  in  whose  judgment  I  have  confidence,  have  expressed  to  me 
their  firm  conviction  that  such  a  modification  would  tend  greatly 
to  promote  the  interests  of  Common  Schools.  I  have,  in  a  few 
instances,  seen  the  published  proceedings  of  County  Educational 
Societies,  in  which  resolutions  had  been  discussed  and  adopted 
embracing  these  views. 

I  will  not  here  repeat  those  recommendations.  I  will,  however, 
if  the  Legislature,  or  the  proper  committees  desire  it,  give  them 
my  vievrs  at  length,  in  such  form  as  they  may  direct.  I  will  only 
add,  that  tiie  proposed  plan  contemplates  only  one  School  Inspector 
ia  each  town,  instead  of  three,  as  at  present;  and  the  organizatioo 
of  a  County  Boardi  It  is  believed  that  in  this  manner  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  deservedly  popular  system  of  County  and  Town 
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f  Soperinteodeiita  recently  adopted  in  New  York,  and  some  of  the 
olber  States,  may  be  secured,  and  that,  at  the  same  time,  the  objec. 
tions  which  are  sometimes  raised  to  that  system  may  be  avoided. 

9.    MATERNAL  CO-OPERATION. 

In  my  former  report,  I  spoke  of  the  benefits  that  would  result 
from  the  voluntary  association  of  females,  and  especially  of  moth- 
era,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  immediate  wants  of  destitute 
children,  inviting  their  attendance  at  the  district  schools,  and  doing 
what  they  could,  by  visiting  schools,  co-operafing  with  teachers, 
encouraging  scholars,  etc.,  to  help  on  this  good  work.  I  am  happy 
to  know  that  several  such  associations  have  been  formed,  and  that 
many  children  who,  but  for  their  fostering  care,  would  have  re- 
mained at  their  cheerless  homes,  have,  by  this  labor  of  love,  been 
sought  out,  properly  cared  for,  and  led  to  the  common  school,-^ 
that  fountain  of  intellectual  life  which  is  alike  open  to  all. 

Gentlemen  should  encourage  the  formation  of  such  associations, 
and,  when  formed,  should  offer  every  facility  in  their  power  to  in- 
crease their  usefulness.  Clergymen,  too,  it  is  hoped,  will  occasion- 
ally preach  from  that  good  text,  "  Help  those  women.*' 

10.   COMMON  SCHOOL  CELEBRATIONS. 

Duriog  the  past  year,  these  celebrations  have  been  introduced 
into  several  counties  of  the  State,  with  the  most  happy  results.  In 
some  instances  they  have  been  held  on  the  fourth  of  July.  This 
seems  peculiarly  appropriate,  recognizing,  as  it  does,  the  impor« 
tance  of  primary  schools  in  a  civil  and  political  point  of  view.  In- 
deed, it  is  a  public  and  solemn  acknowledgment  of  the  fact  that  iht 
Qfly  safe  reliance  of  a  free  government  is  the  inUUigence  and  virtme  of 
ike  rising  generation* 

I  have  before  me  communications  on  this  subject,  from  two  coun- 
tiea»  from  which  I  am  permitted  to  make  extracts.  Says  C.  L. 
Merriman,  Esq.,  in  relation  to  the  celebration  of  the  4th  of  March 
last,  [1846,1  at  Battle  Creek,  Calhoun  county :  •  •  •  "Pursuant 
to  previous  arrangements,  the  schools  (fourteen  in  number)  assem- 
bled at  10  o'clock,  at  the  Presbyterian  Church,  numbering,  in  all, 
nearly  four  hundred  children.  The  examination  of  classes  occur 
pied  the  time  during  the  forenoon.  The  questions  were  promptly 
answered,  in  all  the  branches,  which  gave  fiivormble  indications  in 
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regard  to  the  qualificatioqs  and  efficieacy  of  the  reepecttve  teadMM. 
Many  of  the  inhabitanta  of  the  several  districta  were  in  atteodaaee, 
and  maiiifested  a  deep  interest  in  the  examination.  During  the  io- 
termisaion,  the  children  partook  of  refreshments,  which  had  been 
prepared  for  the  occasion.  Exercises  were  conducted,  during  the 
afternoon  and  evening,  the  order  of  which  was  according  to  the 
scheme  I  enclose."  According  to  the  scheme  referred  to,  the  ex- 
ercises connisted  chiefly  of  compositions,  declamations,  and  original 
colloquies  and  orfitions.  The  exercises  were  interspersed  with 
music,  a  portion  of  which  was  by  the  juvenile  choir.  Mr.  M.  pro- 
ceeds as  follows:  "Throughout  the  day  and  evening,  the  Church 
was  thronged  with  admiring  and  wondering  fathers  and  mothere. 
Admiring  the  beauty  of  a  spectacle,  seldom  witnessed  in  Battle 
Creek.  Wondering  where  snch  a  throng  of  bright  eyed,  intelli- 
gent pupils  could  have  come  from,  and  when  they  could  have  ac- 
cumulat<^d  those  stores  of  intellectual  and  moral  wealth  which  they 
were  displaying.  In  regard  to  the  influence  of  our  celebration,  I 
am  happy  to  inform  you  there  is  an  increasing  activity  and  zeal  mani- 
fested by  teachers,  guardians  and  scholars.  The  inhabitants  are  gen- 
erally waking  up  to  the  importance  of  education,  a  subject  which  is 
so  clearly  identified  with  the  happiness  of  our  beloved  land.*'  *  * 
The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter,  recently  received  from 
Hon.  IP.  H.  Hagaman,  of  Medina,  Lenawee  county,  in  relation  to 
the  late  Fourth  of  July  Common  School  Celebration,  held  in  that 

place :   *  *  *   **At  the  suggestion  of  two  ladies.  Miss  and 

Miss  — *-,  teachers  engaged  with  their  schools,  the  one  in  Ohio 
and  the  other  in  Michigan,  arrangements  were  made,  and  a  Common 
School  Celebration  was  held  in  the  south-west  part  of  Lenawee 
county,  near  the  Ohio  line,  on  the  4th  of  July  last.  It  was  a  joint 
operation  between  tlie  schools  and  their  patrons,  in  Ohio  bordering 
on  Michigan,  and  those  of  Michigan  bordering  on  Ohio.  Thos^of 
Ohio  seemed  to  be  first  in  the  origin  of  the  celebration, — first  to  do 
all  in  their  power  to  make  the  celebration  interesting, — and  first  in 
number  of  scholars,  from  their  respective  districts.  But  while  our 
enterprising  neighbors  of  Ohio  were  doing  all  they  conld  to  make 
the  affair  agreeable^  the  scholars  and  their  patrons  in  Michigan, 
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near  the  State  line,  were  not  wanting  in  efforts  to  make  the  cele- 
bration interesting,  and  of  lasting  benefit  to  the  rising  generation. 

"The  day  arrived,  and  at  an  early  hour,  some  five  or  six  honr 
dred  scholars  were  seated  in  front  of  the  Speaker's  Stand,  while  19 
their  rear,  to  the  right  and  lefl,  were  some  six  or  seven  hundred 
adults,  all  ftttentively  awaiting  the  order  of  the  day.  After  the  usual 
preliminaries  on  such  days,  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was 
read  by  John  Daws,  Esq.,  when,  after  readingthe  communication  re* 
ceived  from  you,  the  audience  listened  attentively  to  an  address  on 
the  subject  of  Popular  Education.  The  forenoon  proceedings 
were  interspersed  with  the  singing  of  various  pieces  on  the  part  of 
the  scholars  and  their  teachers,  got  up  for^  and  well  adapted  to  the 
occasion.  The  scene  was  truly  delightful  to  all  that  witnessed  iu 
The  scholars  were  animated;  the  patrons  delighted.  And  the  ban* 
nets,  with  their  various  mottos,  I  assure  you,  added  not  a  little  to 
the  scene*  At  1  o'clock,  we  took  a  recess,  farmed  a  procession^ 
scholars  with  their  teschers  in  front,  and  marched  about  140  rods, 
to  the  tables,  that  were  supplied  in  abundance  with  the  fat  things  of 
the  land,  where  all  fared  bountifully,  having  for  their  drink  the  pure 
Element  of  Nature.  All  again  repaired  to  the  stand,  and  the  as^ 
sembly  were  entertained  by  an  able  oration  from  the  Hon.  Philo 
Wilson,  of  Canandaigua,  followed  by  Mr.  Kellogg,  with  an  address 
to  tlie  Banners.  The  proceedings  of  the  afternoon  were  mingled 
by  different  pieces,  performed  by  the  Dover  Choir,  in  such  style  aa 
to  do  honor  to  that  body,at  the  close  of  which,  the  following  reso- 
lutions were  adopted."  •  •  •  • 

The  first  resolutioa  expresssed  th«r  satisfiiction  with  the  proceeds 
logs  of  the  day,  and  a  determination  to  celebrate  the  next  anniver- 
sary of  our  National  Jubilee  at  the  same  place,  and  in  a  similar 
manner.  I  have  made  these  extended  quotations  as  an  act  of  jus- 
tice to  those  who  have  been  instrumental  in  the  establishment  of 
these  celebrations,  and  with  the  hope  that  such  praiseworthy  exam- 
ples may  soon  be  emulated  in  all  the  counties  of  the  State. 
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11.   teachers'   INSTtTUTEB   FOR   1847.* 

As  yet,  it  has  been  impracticable  to  do  much,  in  this  State,  in 
the  formation  of  Teachers'  Associations,  or  the  establishment  of 
Teachers'  Institutes,  for  reasons  given  in  the  first  two  general  di- 
yisions  of  this  report.  Still,  much  has  been  accomplished,  by  the 
extensive  organization  of  Educational  Societies.  A  deeper  and 
more  general  interest  has  been  awakened,  not  only  with  teachers 
and  school  officers,  but  among  all  classes  of  citizens.  The  nature 
of  Teachers'  Institutes,  and  the  advantages  that  would  result  from 
their  general  introduction  and  judicious  management — advantages, 
not  only  to  teachers,  but  to  citizens  generally — are  better  under* 
stood,  and  there  is  beginning  to  be  a  hungering  and  thirsting  (or 
their  estabKshnent,  throughout  the  State.  This  anxiety  is  not 
limited  to  teachers.  If  it  were,  my  hopes  and  expectations 
would  be  greatly  abridged.  Persons  who  have  children  to  educate 
in  common  schools,  and  many  of  the  most  influential  citizens  of 
the  several  counties,  are  frequently  among  those  that  feel  a  deep 
and  lively  interest  in  this  matter. 

It  should  be  generally  understood,  that  the  main  design  of  Teach- 
ers' Institutes  is  to  impart  professional  instruction ;  to  consider  and 
discuss  the  best  means  of  interesting  and  goventiog  children  zn  our 
Primary  Schools,  and  the  most  approved  and  successful  method  of 
imparting  instruction  in  the  several  branches  of  study  ordinarily 
pursued  therein. 

I  enteitain  the  conviction  that,  with  the  interest  already  begot- 
ten, should  the  Superintendent  appoint  t  series  of  Institutes,  £ve  or 
six  in  number,  (as  many  at  least  as  be  would  be  able  to  attend,)  to 
be  held  in  different  parts  of  the  State,  as  shall  best  accommodate 
the  whole  State,  they  would  be  well  sustained,  and  numerously  at- 
tended, and  prove  highly  beneficial  in  their  influence.  The  most 
favorable  time  for  opening  these  Institutes  would  be  the  ensuing 
autumn.  This  would  give  the  Superintendent  an  opportunity  of 
conferring  with  citizens  in  different  parts  of  the  State,  and  maturing 
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*  la  consequenoe  of  being  called  upon  to  raperintend  the  repriat  of  the  School  Lew,  wMi 
Notee  and  Forme,  end  to  prepare  ihie  compilation  from  bU  anaval  reports,  the  Saperteteodtat 
hee  been  unable  to  attend  ao  many  Inatitntea  aa  ho  oiberwiae  would  have  done.  Be  has  al> 
tended  bat  three  iiaoe  the  date  of  thb  report 
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a  plan  that  would  be  genarally  satisfactory,  wbich,  when  matured, 
might  be  laid  before  Educational  Societies,  Teachers*  Asfociations, 
and  School  Inspectors,  throughout  the  State.  The  Superintendent 
could  then  be  present  at  the  opening  of  each  Institute,  and  during 
a  considerable  portion  of  its  session. 

Suppose  six  Teachers'  Institutes  should  be  held,  as  here  propo^ 
sed,  and  one  hundred  teachers  on  an  average  should  be  in  attend* 
ance  at  esch ;  and  suppose  each  of  these  teachers  should  have  the 
charge  of  thirty-five  scholars  the  ensuing  winter,  (which  is  a  moder- 
ate estimate,)  in  one  year  from  this  time  more  than  twenty  thousand 
children  of  the  state  would  be  brought  under  the  influence  of 
teachers  who  had  received  professional  instruction.  The  good 
that  would  result  from  the  proper  execution  of  such  a  plan,  who 
can  fully  estimate  1    Time  only  can  unfold  it. 

12.   STATE  EDUCATIONAL   SOCTBTT. 

I  have  already  stated  that  County  Educational  Societies  have 
been  organized  in  nearly  all  the  counties  of  the  state,  and  that  in 
many  of  them  auxiliary  Town  Societies  have  been  organized. 
These  County  Societies  have  generally  been  formed  with  the  ex- 
pectation that  ultimately  a  State  Educational  Society  would  b*e  or- 
ganized to  which  they  may  become  auxiliary.  I  entertain  the 
opinion  that  should  a  call  be  made  for  the  organization  of  such  a 
Society  during  the  approaching  session  of  the  legislature,  nearly 
every  county  of  the  state  would  be  represented. 

At  a  late  convention  of  the  friends  of  education,  held  in  Chicago, 
[October,  1846,]  the  "Northwestern  Educational  Society"*  was  or- 
ganized. The  design  of  this  society  is  to  embrace  in  its  operations 
the  States  of  Ohio,  Michigan,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Wbconsin  and  Iowii» 
and  such  other  states  as  may  be  represented  at  the  meetings  of  the 


♦Thefirrtanimal  meotfiiy of  thia  flotiety  wm hdd  to MilwmuM^ la Joly.  1647,  Neirljdlof 
the  Kortb  WMtern,  and  aoiae  of  the  Middl*  States,  were  repreeentdd  at  this  meetlBg.  TTie 
Society  continiied  in  seMion  two  daya  and  eTeninga,  and  many  topics  of  absorbing  intereft 
were  dlaeaaied  As  will  be  showB  by  ny  asimal  report  Ibr  the  present  yeer,  (lSt7,]  e.8liftB 
Ednetttonal  Society  has  been  organised  in  this  Stete.  Our  State  Society  sent  ddegates  to  the 
last  meeting  of  the  North  Western  Educational  Society.  The  next  annual  neetlttg  of  thla 
Bedify  win  be  held  In  the  City  of  Detroit  in  Avgus^lMa  Timely  notfee  of  tUe  mBeSiig  wfll 
be  glreob  and  it  is  hoped  there  will  be  ■  general  attendance  from  all  of  die  North  Western 
States.    I  trust  the  County  Societies  of  this  Stats  wiU  be  generally  represented. 
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flociet J.    At  the  late  meetiDg,  New  York  and  Rhode  Uhmd  were 
tepresented. 

The  following  articles  of  the  Constitution  of  this  society  show 
its  object,  and  the  privileges  of  amtiliary  societies : 

"Art  2.  The  object  of  this  Society  shall  be  the  difitision  of  intel- 
ligence and  virtue,  by  advancing  the  interests  of  education,  but  more 
especially  by  promoting  the  cause  of  Public,  or  Common  Schools, 
as  primary  institutions  of  learning." 

''Art.  7.  Any  State  Educational  Society,  whose  object  is  the  ad- 
vancement of  Public  School  Education,  may,  on  application, 
be  admitted  as  auxiliary  to  this  society;  and  any  member  of  any 
auxiliary  soeiety  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  this  so- 
dety/'  •  •  •  • 

I  must  hasten  to  close  this  report,  by  mendoaing,  briefly,  a  fbw 
topics  which  I  would  gladly  dwell  upon,  and  omitting  others  en- 
tirely. 

During  the  past  year,  Union  Schools  have  been  organized  in 
several  villages  of  the  State,  and  in  some  instances  large  and  com- 
modious School  Houses  have  been  erected,  which  constitute  at 
once  the  pride  and  ornament  of  the  villages  in  which  they  are  situ- 
ated. This  form  of  common  school  organization  is  admirably  adapt- 
ed  to  villages  and  densely  settled  neighborhoods;  for  Union 
Schools,  when  properly  conducted,  combine  all  the  advantages  of 
the  ordinary  common  school,  the  academy  for  young  gentlemen, 
and  the  seminary  for  young  ladies. 

I  entertain  the  firm  conviction  that  if  citizens  generally  through- 
out the  State  will  give  that  attention  to  the  improvement  of  our 
acfaools  which  many  now  do,  and  which  all  frankly  confess  the  im- 
portance of  the  subject  demands ;  and  will  then  enter  unitedly  and 
actively  upon  the  execution  of  such  plans  as  in  their  wisdom  they 
may  devise  for  the  better  organization  of  districts,  the  construction 
of  comfortable  and  commodious  school  houses,  the  more  genenl 
and  uniform  attendance  of  seholarSf  and  the  supply  of  a  nnifona 
series  of  good  books ;  and  will  also  employ  good  teachers,  visit 
them  frequently  in  school,  and  heartily  co-operate  with  them  in  tU 
laudable  endeavors  to  improve  themselves  and  those  under  their 
charge,  that  in  less  than  five  years  we  shall  have  the  happiness  of 


MR,  MAYHE W'S  REPORTS.  65 

knowiog  tbat  tbe  echools  of  Michigan  are  not  inferior  to  thoie  of 
HDjr  State  in  the  Union. 

By  referriag  to  the  atatementa  ma<}e  under  the  head  of  *'  Statis- 
tical information,**  on  the  48th  page  of  this  report,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  reports  received  at  this  office  for  the  year  1846,  were  much 
more  perfect  than  those  for  the  preceding  year.  But  even  now, 
they  are  far  from  being  as  full  and  accurate  as  is  desirable ;  and 
as  County  Clerks,  in  many  instances,  complain  of  great  defects  in 
the  reports  received  by  them  from  the  towns,  the  Superintendent 
iias  deemed  it  ^visable  to  retun  in  thiB  Compilation,  the  **  Ab- 
stract of  tbe  School  Inspectors*  Reports  by  Counties,"  for  the  year 
1846,  with  the  notes  originally  appended  to  them.  A  careful  ex- 
amination of  these  tables  and  notes,  it  is  believed,  will  enable 
officers  to  avoid  the  repetition  of  these  errors  in  subsequent 
reports. 
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Notes  on  trs  Pjibcbdino  Tables. 

Rbmask  I. — There  are  three  tables,  designated  severally  by  the 
three  letters  A,  B  and  C.  These  letters*  in  the  following  notes,  will 
show  to  which  table  the  remarks  made  are  severally  applicable. 

Rbmabk  *i. — The  Inspectors  and  County  Clerks  were  each  le- 
quested,  by  circular,  to  foot  those  columns  in  their  reports  requir- 
ing it,  and  to  see  that  the  correct  averages  were  given  in  the  re- 
maining columns. 

In  the  reports  received  at  this  office*  from  the  following  counties, 
the  columns  requiring  it  were  footed:  Allegan,  Berrien,  Branch, 
Calhoun,  Chippewa,  Eaton,  Genesee,  Kent,  Lenawee,  Monroe  and 
Sbiawsssee — iothl  Jooied,  1 1 . 

In  the  report  received  from  Lapeer  county,  the  columns^were 
footed  m  pari. 

In  the  reports  received  from  the  following  counties,  none  of  the 
columns  were  footed,  [except  in  a  (ew  instances,  the  colunm  re- 
presenting the  number  of  children,  within  the  legal  ages,  upon 
which  the  apportionment  of  public  money  is  based,]  Barry,  Casst 
Clinton,  Hillsdale,  Ingham,  Ionia,  Jackson,  Kalamazoo,  Livings- 
ton, Mackinaw,  Macomb,  Oakland,  Ottawa,  Saginaw,  St.  Clair,  St. 
Joseph,  Van  Buren,  Washtenaw  and  Wayne-— total  iiitI  footed,  19. 

Averages  were  properly  given  in  those  columns  requiring  it,  in 
the  reports  from  two  counties,  viz :  Calhoun  and  Genesee.  In  the 
reports  from  all  the  other  counties,  these  columns  were  either  looted 
and  the  sum  toul  given,  or  they  were  left  blank.  These  omissions^ 
in  connection  with  other  defects,  some  of  which  are  referred  to  in 
these  notes,  have  greatly  increased  the  work  ef  preparing  the  pie* 
ceding  abstract  of  the  Clerk'  reports,  for  the  printer. 

In  the  notes  on  Macomb  county,  a  rule  is  given  for  obtaining  aT> 
erages,  which  may  be  consulted,  when  necessary,  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  ilitare  reports. 

Remark  3. — Had  the  reports  from  the  several  counties  reached 
this  office,  so  as  to  give  time,  after  the  discovery  of  the  errors  re- 
ferred to,  to  return  them  for  correction,  and  allow  time  for  them  to 
reach  this  office  again,  before  they  were  needed  in  making  out  the 
annual  report  required  by  law  from  this  Department,  it  would 
have  been  done,  instead  of  inserting  these  notes. 

Remark  4, — The  preceding  ubles  show  the  statistics  of  each 
openly.     Had  the  statistics  for  each  toumshtp  been  given,  (which 
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would  KaTe  required  ten  times  the  space  occupied  by  these  tables,) 
the  fbHowing  notes  would  have  been  more  readily  understood,  pur- 
ticularly  as  occasional  reference  is  made  to  the  School  Inspectors' 
reports. 

ASegan  County. 

(C.)  a.    This  entire  sum  was  received  in  the  township  of  Afle- 

g«n. 

Bttrry  CotaUy. 

(A.)  h.  The  report  from  this  county  contains  internal  evidences 
of  error  under  this  head.  The  result  is  hence  omitted  in  obtaining 
the  general  average  for  the  State. 

(C.)  c.  This  column  is  to  me  unintelligible,  and  so  are  some  oth- 
er parts  of  this  report.     Hence  this  blank. 

Berritn  County, 
(C.)  d.    This  entire  sum  was  received  in  the  township  of  Ben- 
ton. 

Caliotm  Comdy.  « 

(C.)  f.  In  Le  Roy.  the  tuition  in  private  schools  is  #31  00  per 
quarter*  for  each  scholar  in  attendance,  according  to  the  report  le- 
eeived  at  this  office ;  and  in  Marshall,  it  is  $82  00  per  quarter. 
These  numbers  are  omitted  in  obtaining  the  average  for  the  county, 
as  they  must  be  erroneous. 

(C.)y!   This  entire  tax  was  voted  in  the  township  of  Marshall, 

ClhUon  County. 

(B.)  g.  According  to  the  report,  the  wages  paid  female  teachers 
in  die  township  of  Greenbush,  is  only  $113  ^r  month.  Thinkings 
this  probably  the  wages  per  tc«eX%  this  number  is  omitted  in  obtaii^ 
log  the  aversge  £or  the  county. 

(B.)  h.  In  the  towtiship  of  De  Witt,  scholars  between  the  egea 
of  4  and  16  years,  have,  according  to  the  report,  attended  school. 
J^tten  months  during  the  year.   This  being  more  than  the  entire  num- 
ber of  months  in  the  year,  is  omitted  in  obtaining  the  average  for 

the  county. 

BmtoH  County. 

(A.)  t.  The  number  169  in  this  column,  opposite  the  towndiip  of 
Bellevoe,  in  the  report  received  at  this  office,  has,  in  pursuance  of 
the  suggestion  of  the  County  Clerk,  been  removed  two  columns 
to  the  right,  and  b  thus  made  to  represent  the  whoie  nmmher  attend- 
ing school  in  said  township,  instead  of  the  number  attending 
fmr  yoa  n  qf  age. 
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(C*)>   TU*  antive  tax  was  voted  in  tbe  towpsbip  pf  Foraat. 

HiUsddfe  CinuUy. 

(C.)  A;.   Tfaia  eotire  tax  was  voted  in  the  township  of  Pittsford. 

Ingham  County^ 

(AJ)  L  (B.)  /.  It  is  impossible,  in  several  instances.  In  these  cd- 
nmns,  to  determine,  with  any  degpree  of  certainty,  whether  numbers 
are  intended  to  represent  dellars  or  cents.  The  same  is  true  of 
some  other  columns  in  this  report. 

Jackson  County. 

(B.)  m.  m.  The  report  received  at  this  office,  represents  that  there 
•re  17  district  libraries  in  the  township  of  Hanover,  and  only  5  vol- 
umes in  all  of  them.  It  also  represents  that  there  are  68  district 
libraries  in  Napoleon,  though  the  number  of  volumes  they  contain 
is  not  given.  These  are  evidently  errors,  the  latter  being  more  than 
#tx  timeg  the  number  of  districts  in  the  township.  Both  numbers  are 
omhied  in  obtaining  the  footing  for  these  columns. 

(C.)  n.  This  entire  tax  was  voted  in  the  township  of  Leoni. 

Kalamazoo  Cownty, 

l^he  County  Clerk  minuted  upon  his  report  that  the  report  re- 
ceived .  by  hiin,  from  the  township  of  Climax,  in  said  county,  em- 
braced a  part  of  district  No.  2,  in  Le  Roy,  Calhoun  county.  The 
School  Inspectors  ought,  in  no  instance,  in  making  their  annual  re- 
port to  the  County  Clerk,  to  speak  of  fractional,  districts.  Neither 
ought  DtrectoffSy  in  making  their  regular  anmial  sepott  to  the 
School  Inspectors.  For  full  instructions  in  relation  to  the  manner 
inwUeh  fraetifmal  dislriets  should  be  roported,  see  section  SI,  of 
the  Revised  School  Law,  and  note  H.  appended  thereto.* 

Macomb  County, 
(A.)  0.  o,  (B.)  o,  0.  (C.)  o.  None  of  the  five  columns  requiring 
averages  are  filled  for  this  county,  from  ihe  circumstance  that  the 
gneatest  portion  of  the  averagea«  under  all  the  headi;  in  tho'repoit 
received  at  this  ofiSce,  are  evidently  erroneous.  The  average  tiine 
the  schools  in  the  different  towns  have- been  taught,  according  to  the 
report,  with  but  one  exeeption,  varies  from  15  to  68  months,  when 


*Tlie  orlgiDtl  reference  wm  to  eBclfon  31,  of  Um  School  Law  of  ISIS, 
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it  oan,  ir^  aa  iDstoQC^,  «iEQQ6d  twrtve«  and.  doea  sat  o&9D'  aroaoh  ais . . 
montbfl.  ,  .   ,  . 

Errors  of  thia  kind  being  so  nuiaeroiia,  and  some  Bcfaool  officers 
signifjiog-Aeir  iaibiUtj-  to  obtain  cQi^rect  aveiageff,  Ideeaci  it  advi- 
sable to  give  the  following  simple 

^  RVIiB  FOR  OBTAINIMO  ATaitAMat    : 

1«  For  Diairicis^-^t  one  male  teacher  only  has  been  emplayed . 
during  the  year,  the  wages  paid  penttontb  is  ibe  correct  average*  ^ 
If  two  or  more  nMje  teachers  have  been  empkiyed,  at  differe&c 
prices  per  month,  divide  the  wm  of  the  prices  by  the  immier  of 
male  teachers  employed,  and  the  quotient  will  be  the  average  wa- 
g^a  paid  male  teachers  hi  the  distfiot.  Obpenre  the  same  rule  in 
obtaining  the  average  wagea  paid  fenwlerteachea^  re«iemfaert« 
ing  to  give  the  wages  per  menrt,  an^  net  per  tceelc. 

%  Fw  TaM'»a^p9.^-4>ivi4e  the  sum  of  the  aiierage  wagea  paid 
male  teachers,  in  all  the  <diatri«ta«  by  the  number^  distiicts^iat  * 
h^e  employed  aiale  teaofaera*  and  the  qtictient  will  be. the  average 
wages 'paid  male,  teadiers. in  the  township.    ObeerRretbesdm^nile  > 
in  obtaining  the  average  wageft  plid  female  teadifem.  : .  r> 

!3«  Jbr  Cbtaelifv.'^DtvMihi  ihe  aum  of  the  average  wages  piid  ^ 
male  teacb^w  in  the  didbrenc  towou,  by  the  number,  of.  tdwiia  tfaaa  < 
have  employed  male  Ceaohers;  and  the  quotient  will  he  the  average  i: 
wages  paid  male  teachers  in  the  county.  Observe  the  aaneitile  •' 
in  obtaining  the  average  wages  paid' female'  teachers. 

4.  Generally,  the  avei-age  number  of  months  schools  bav^s  been 

taught,  the  average  number  of  tinontlis  scholars  have  attended  school/  ' 

the  average  amount  per  quartet  paid  for  tuition  in  private  schools, 

«ud  aH  other  averages  required  to  be  taken,  may  be  obtained  in  a 

,    •»     -  ,       * 

fiimilar  manner  .• 

___  *'        *  '*','         ■*•'• 

(6.)  p.    The  numher  of  disttict  libraries,  in  this  county,  is  not 

given,  from  the  circumstance  that  the  report  received  at  this  offipe^  ... 

is  defective;  the  nuanber  of  librariea  .being  ojmitted.     The  same  is 

true  of  several  of  the  other  eoontiea.   ,Xhe-Scl^l  Ins|pe<!stor^'  n^-  ' 

porta  show  (the  number  of- voluia^a  in  eiieh  diaMfct  library  of  .the   ; 

townihipy  hence^  also»  the  mnnbeRe^  said  Uhssriea  in  each  town* 

ahip.    The  Oeunty  Clerks,  then,  have^tbe  necessary  ineans  of  filK 

*  Tho  pxmctioed  accountant  will  readily  diacoTer  that  there  may  arite  caaea  ia  which  Iheae 
rulea  are  not  atrietly  correct    Bat  aa  they  are  Tery  aimple,  and  aoMciently  aociirate  for  aH  prao^  ' 
ttedlrp«ri»iM>aMymay«ewatig<>My  Wl»lfci^  '  > 
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ingHhis  oelumn ; — the  eam^  that  the  Soperiutenclent  haa  of  deter- 
mining the  number  of  township  libraries  in  the  Stata^ 

OaJdand  Gautay, 

(C.)  q.  This  entire  anm  was  voted  in  the' township  of  Qrkm. 

Ouawa  Comiy. 

(A.)  r.  (B.)  r.  These  averages  are  both  omitted.  According  to 
the  foi*mer,  the  average  time  the  schools  in  Talmadge  have  been 
taoght^  is  more  than  twelve  months.  According  to  the  latter^  fd* 
male  teachers  in  Ottawa  received  twelve  dollars  per  month,  and 
those  ot  PoIktOtt  only  one  dollar  per  month. 

Saginaw  G aunty, 

( Ai) «.  f.  (B.)  «.  «.  A  similar  remark  would  apply  to  all  of  these 
colmmnsi  to  that  made  with  refetence  to  Ottawa  county. 

8t.  Ci^ir  Comfy. 

(A.)  K  ^B.)  t  A  similar  remark  to  that  made  with  reference  to 
the  two  preceding  connties,  is  applicable  to  this  also. 

(C.)  u.   The  average  tuition  per  sdiolar,  in  private  schools,  in 

Cottrellville,  is,  according  to  report,  six  dollars  and  seventy-five 

cenu.     This  would  be  feur  hundred  and  five  dollars  per  quarter, 

for  the  sixty  scholaxe  reported,  or  one  thoosand  six  hundred  and 

twenty  dollars  per  annum.     Thinking  this  cannot  be  true,  the  six 

dollais  and  se^nty*five  oents  is  omitted  in  obtaining  the  average 

for  the  eoonty. 

Woihieitaw  Cknmiy. 

(A.)  V,  The  report  from  this  county  gives,  probably,  tbeJetaJ 
number  of  months  the  schools  of  each  township  have  been  taught, 
instead  of  the  average  number,  as  the  beading  requires.  The  num» 
bers  opposite  the  different  towns,  show  that  the  schools  have  been 
taught  from  twer.ty-five  to  eighty<one  months  during  the  year. 
There  being  no  means  of  correcting  this  error,  at  this  office,  the 
number  in  this  column  is  omitted  in  obtaining  the  average  for  the 

State. 

(A.)  to.  (B.)  to.  The  average  wages  paid  nude  teachers,  in  Ypsi- 
lanii,  according  to  report,  is  only  nine  dollars  and  forty-eight  cents 
per  month,  while,/9mafe  teaehets  receive  thirteen  dollars  per  month. 

(B.)  X*  The  average  mimber  ef  months  scholars  between  lour 
and  eighteen,  have  attended  school  during  the  year,  varies,''in  the 
different  towns,  according  to  the  report,  from  three  to  one  hundred 
and  ninety-eight  months. 

^C.)  y.  Tuition  in  private  schoda  varies  from  one  dollar  and  fife 
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cents,  in  Lima,  and  one  dollar  and  fifty-two  cents,  in  Ypsilanti,  to 
eight  dollaiB,  in  Webster. 

Wayne  (hwUy, 
(A.)  X.  z.    According  to  tbe  report  received  at  this  office,  there 
are  fiftyndx  school  districts  in  the  township  of  Dearborn,  in  this 
csoanty,  only  (me  of  which  made  a  report  to  tbe  School  Inspectors, 
The  following  is  a  quotation  from  the  report  under  considera- 
tion : — 

Whole  number  of  school  districts  in  Brownstown,  10 

Do        do  do         do  Canton,  14 

Do        do  do         do  Livonia,  10 

Do        do  do         do  Nankin,  11 

Whole  number  of  districts  in  these  four  towns,  45 

Number  of  districts  reporting  in  Brownstown,  33 

Do  do  do  Canton,  27 

Do  do  do  Livonia,  47 

Do  do  do  Nankin,  40 

Number  reporting,  147 

Or,  according  to  the  report  received  at  this  office,  102  more  dis- 
tricts have  reported  in  the  four  towns  in  question,  than,  according 
to  the  same  report,  the  entire  number  of  districts  in  said  four 
towns !  I  which  evidently  cannot  be  true. 
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Hamg  ooncHided  tb^  qaoQitMiit  ccmlempkud  firom  bis  tepoits 
fin:  ibeyeacs  1645  ind  1846,  with  oeoifional  romai  kii  iMt^mj>^i»ed, 
•apeciiilly  ibrougli  the  former,  the  SuperioteiMletit  prc^ceddt  with 
bis  Thntd  Annual  Report  the  same  being  the  TwvLrrH  Annital 
BcpQBT  from  tbia  Departmeot  This  report  will  be  confined,  cbirf- 
ly,  to  the  discussion  of  a  few  topics,  supplementary  to  those  coii« 
flidered  in  the  preceding  compilation. 

I.  SBUCATIONAI.   SOGIBTI98* 

In  my  report  for  last  year,*'  the  extensive  orgapizaitioii  of  County 
and  Township  Educational  Societies,  is  spoken  of.  It  n  also  sta- 
ted, that  these  were  formed  with  the  expectation  thai  ultimately, 
a  State  Educational  Society  would  be  organized,  to  which  they 
might  become  auxiliary.  At  a  convention,  held  in  Ann  Arbor,  the 
23d  and  24th  days  of  June  last,  to  which  delegates  were  sent  from 
several  of  the  counties,  for  that  purpose,  such  a  society  was  organ- 
ized, under  the  following  constitution  : 

ConstiitUion  of  ikt  Michigan  State  Educational  Society, 

Article  1.  This  society  shall  be  called  the  '*  Michigan  State  Ed- 
ucational Society." 

Art.  2.  The  object  of  this  society  shall  be  the  promotion  of  the 
cause  of  Popular  Education,  and  particularly  the  organization  and 
improvement  of  Common  Schools  throughout  the  State. 

Art  3.  The  officers  of  this  society  shall  be  a  President,  Record- 
ing Secretary,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  Executive 
Committee,  and  a  Vice  President  and  Corresponding  Secretary  in 
each  county  of  the  State. 

Art.  4.  The  duties  of  the  oifHcers  shall  be  such  as  usually  pertain 
to  their  respective  offices.    The  president,  recording  and  corres- 
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ponding  secrotaries,  with  two  otheiB  chosen  for  that  purpose,  shall 
compose  the  Executive  Committee  o£  the  society,  a  majority  of 
whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business 
during  the  recess  of  the  meetings  of  the  society. 

Art.  ft.  Any  County  Educational  Society  in  the  State,  whose  ob- 
*  ject  is  the  improvement  of  Common  Schools,  may,  on  applicatioD, 
become  auxiliary  to  this  seciety,  by  communicating  their  desire  to 
do  so  to  the  Recording  Secretary,  and  making  a  report  of  their  do- 
ings to  the  Executive  Committee,  on  or  before  the  20th  of  Novem* 
ber  in  each  year ;  and  any  membe|^  of  an  auxiliary  county  aOciety 
.  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  a  member  of  tUs  nodtnj* 

Art6.  The  President  and  Secretary  of  any  County  Edneationml 
Society,  that  may  become  auxiliary  to  this  society,  sbaUbe  ex 
o^Eeiu  Vice  President  and  Corresponding  Secretary  of  this  society 
for  said  county.  In  other  counties,  these  officers  may  be  elected 
by  this  society. 

Art  7.  The  annual  meeting  for  the  election  of  officers  and  the 
transaction  <^  other  business,  shall  be  held  at  such  time  and  place 
as  shall  from  year  to  year  be  determined  by  a  vote  of  the  society. 

Art.  8.  This  society  and  its  officers,  as  such,  shall  be  prohibited 
from  recommending  any  publicaUon,  book  or  apparatus. 

Art.  9.  Any  person  may  become  a  member  of  this  society,  by 
signing  the  constitution  and  contributing  the  sum  of  twenty-fire 
cents  towards  defraying  its  expenses. 

Art.  10.  This  constitution  may  be  altered  or  amended  at  any 
regular  meeting  of  the  society,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers in  attendance. 

The- following,  among  other  resolutions,  was  adopted: 

**Re»olvedf  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  this  Society  be 
instructed  to  communicate  to  the  '  North  Western  Educational  So- 
ciety,* our  desire  to  be  recognized,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  7th  article  of  the  constitution  of  said  Society,  as  auxiliary  there- 
to." 

The  article  referred  to,  and  another,  stating  the  object  of  the 
society,  may  be  found  on  the  62d  page  of  this  report.  We  have, 
then,  organized, 

1st,  The  <*  North  Western  Educational  Society,''  whose  object* 
as  suted  in  the  2d  article  of  the  ooD8titiition»  is  **  the  difibs ion  of  in* 
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telligeDce  ftud  virtue^  by  advancing  the  iotereflte  of  education,  but 
more  especially  by  promoting  the  cause  of  Public  or  Conmaon 
Schoolfly  ,aa  primary  institutions  of  learning/'  throughout  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States  north-west  of  the  river  Ohio,  The  ob- 
ject of  this  society  is  certainly  worthy  of  the  best  efforts  of  patriots^ 
philanthropists  and  Christians.  It  is  .the  same  object  that  was  sjet 
forth  in  the  Ordinance  of  1787,  in  the  following  wordQ :  "Religion, 
morality  and  knowledge,  being  necessary  to  good  gotemment,  and 
the  happiness  of  mankind,  SchooU  and  the  meam  of  Education  thaU 
forever  he  encouraged.*'     We  hire  also, 

2d,  The  Michigan  State  Educational  Society,  whose  constitution 
is  given  above,  and  which  is  auxiliary  to  the  Northwestern  Educa- 
tional Society. 

3d,  County  Educational  Societies,  which  are  entitled  to  become 
auxiliary  to  the  State  Educational  Society,  and 

4th,  Township  Educational  Societies,  auxiliary  to  the  county 
societies.  In  some  instances,  district  societies,  auxiliary  to  town- 
ship societies,  have  been  organised.  The  following  forms  of  con- 
stitution have  been  adopted  in  several  instances  : 

CanstkuHan  of  the •  County  Educational  Society, 

Article  1.  This  Society  shall  be  called  the *  County  Ed- 
ucational Society. 

Art.  2.  The  object  of  this  society  shall  be  the  promotion  of  the 
cause  of  Popular  Education,  and  particularly  the  oiganization  and 
improvement  of  Common  Schools,  throughout  the  county. 

Art  3.  The  officers  of  this  society  shall  be  a  president,  secretary 
and  treasurer,  and  a  vice-president  in  each  township  of  the  county* 
who  shall  discharge  the  ordinary  duties  of  their  respective  officios. 
It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  each  vice-president  to  take  measures  for 
the  organization  of  an  educational  society  in  the  township  in  which 
.  tie  resides. 

Art.  4.  The  president,  secretary  and  treasurer,  shall  constitute 
^n  executive  committee  for  the  transaction  of  business  during  the 
recess  of  the  meetings  of  the  society.  They  may  also  call  meetings 
of  the  society  at  such  times  and  places  as  the  interests  of  education 
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sliall  require.  It  shall  be  their  duty  to  appoint  one  or  more  penons 
to  address  the  society  at  each  regalar  meetiiig. 

Art.  5.  Any  Township  Edu<^ational  Society  in  the  county,  whose 
object  is  the  improvement  of  common  schools,  may  become  auxil- 
*  iary  to  this  society,  by  communicating  to  the  secretary  their  desire 
to  do  so,  and  making  a  report  of  their  doings  to  the  executive  com- 
mittee, on  or  before  the  lOth  day  of  November  in  each  year. 

Art.  6.  The  president  and  secretary  of  any  township  educational 
society  that  may  become  auxiliary  to  this  society,  shall  be  ex  t^ffidu 
vice-president  and  corresponding  secretary  of  this  society  for  said 
township.     In  other  townships  they  may  be  elected  by  this  society. 

Art.  7.  The  annual  meeting  for  the  election  of  officers,  and  the 

transaction  of  other  business,  shall  be  held  on  the  —  day  of , 

and  the  officers  then  chosen  shall  serve  one  year,  and  until  their 
successors  are  duly  elected. 

Art.  8.  Any  person  may  become  a  member  of  this  society  by 
signing  the  constitution. 

Art.  9.  This  constitution  may  be  altered  or  amended  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  members  in  attendance  at  any  regular  meeting. 

(hrutittuion  of  the ' — •  Toumship  Educational  Society. 

Article  1.  This  society  shall  be  called  the ^  Township 

Educational  Society. 

Art.  2.  The  object  of  this  society  shall  be  the  promotion  of  the 
cause  of  popular  education,  and  particularly  the  organization  and 
improvement  of  common  schools  throughout  the  township. 

ArL  3.  The  officers  of  this  society  shall  be  a  president,  secretary 
and  treasurer,  and  a  vice-president  in  each  school  district  of  the 
township. 

Art.  4.  The  president,  secretary  and  treasurer,  shall  constitute 
'  an  executive  committee,  and  as  such  may  call  special  meetings  of 
the  society  whenever  they  deem  the  interests  of  education  will  be 
promoted  thereby. 

Art.  5.  The  annual  meeting  of  this  society  for  the  election  of 
officers,  and  the  transaction  of  other  business,  shall  be  held  on  the 
—  day  of . 
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Art.  6.  Any  person  may  become  a  member  of  this  society  by 
ngning  the  constitution. 

Art.  7.  This  constitution  may  be  amended  by  a  majority  of  the 
members  in  attendance  at  any  regular  meeting. 

The  township  societies  in  some  instances  have  held  weekly 
meetings  during  the  winter  season,  in  the  several  school  districts  of 
the  township,  alternately.  Whenever  this  has  been  done,  so  ftu*  as 
the  Superintendent  is  advised,  the  result  has  been  very  gratifying— 
a  livelier  interest  in  the  subject  of  education  has  been  awakened, 
and  a  manifest  improvement  has  been  perceptible  in  the  schools. 

2.  ADDITIONAL  BVtDKNCES  OF  IMPROVEMENT. 

Much  good  has  been  accomplished  by  educational  societies  m 
many  of  the  counties  and  towns  of  the  State.  Especially  is  this 
true  in  those  counties  in  which  regular  meetings  of  these  societies 
have  been  held.*  They  have  not  only  been  the  means  of  awaken- 
ing a  deeper  interest  in  the  communities  where  they  have  been  at- 
tended! but  they  have  been  especially  useful  in  concentrating  and 
giving  proper  direction  to  the  efforts  of  the  active  friends  of  the 
cause.  Common  School  Celebrations,  and  Teachers'  Institutes^ 
have,  in  severi^l  of  the  counties,  been  the  offspring  of  Educational 
Societies.  I  might  speak  of  common  school  celebrations  which  it 
has  oeen  ray  privilege  to  attend  during  the  past  year.  But  as  a 
fall  account  of  the  usual  manner  of  conducting  them  was  given  in 
my  last  report,!  I  will  not,  at  this  time,  occupy  further  space  in  re- 
lation to  them.  I  cannot,  however,  refrain  from  making  some  fur- 
ther remarks  in  relation  to  Teachers'  Institutes,  not  less  than  a 
dozen  of  which  have  now  been  attended  in  this  State. 

At  the  first  educational  meeting  I  attended  in  Jackson,  such  was 
the  apathy  on  the  subject,  that,  although  notices  of  the  meeting  had 
been  given  through  the  papers  of  the  county,  and  in  the  churches  of 
the  village,  there  were  very  few  persons  in  attendance.  An  edu- 
cational society  was  however  organized,  under  whose  auspices  the 
first  Institute  in  the  State  was  held,  in  October,  1846.    Thrae  In- 
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fititutes  have  now  been  held  in  that  county,  at  some  of  which  more 
than  a  hundred  practical  teachers  have  been  in  attendance. 

At  the  first  meeting  I  attended  in  Ann  Arbor,  there  were  bo  few 
persons  in  attendance,  that,  with  some,  the  propriety  of  organizing^ 
a  county  society  was  questioned.  Still,  diey  concluded  to  form  a 
society,  and  make  an  associated  effort  to  advance  the  interests  of 
education  in  the  county.  Under  the  patronage  of  the  society  then 
formed,  an  Institute  was  held  in  March  last,  with  the  most  gratify- 
ing results.  A  second  Institute  was  attended  at  the  same  place, 
during  the  past  autumn.  At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  supervisors 
of  Washtenaw  county,  subsequently  held,  a  resolution  was  unani- 
mously adopted,  asking  of  the  legislature  the  passage  of  a  law  au- 
\horizing  them  to  raise  by  tax  upon  the  taxable  property  of  the 
county,  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  hundred  dollars,  annually,  for  the 
purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  said  Teachers'  Institute,  and 
supplying  it  with  a  Board  of  Instruction.* 

The  Allegan  County  Educational  Society  was  organized  in  Oc- 
tober,  1846.     Regular  meetings  of  (he  society  were  continued 
through  the  winter.     This  county,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind,  is, 
although  large,^  new  and  sparsely  settled,  containing,  according  to 
the  census  of  1845,  less  than  three  thousand  persons.     In  April 
last,  a  Teachers'  Institute  was  opened,  under  the  patronage  of 
the  county  society.     It  was  my  fortune  to  be  in  attendance  the  first 
two  days  of  its  sittings.  ^The  enlightened  policy  pursued  by  the 
friends  of  education  in  that  county,  and  the  zeal  they  manifest,  are 
above  praise.     Rarely  have  I  been  so  highly  gratified  as  at  my  first 
visit  to  Gun  Plain,  where  the  Institute  was  held.    As  I  came  in 
sight  of  the  school  bouse,  I  saw  an  ox  team  drive  up  and  stop. 
Several  females  got  out  of  the  wagon,  and  went  into  the  house. 
It  occurred  to  me  they  might  be  young  ladies  who  had  come  up  to 
attend  the  sittings  of  the  Institute!     On  inquiry,  I  ascertained  this 
was  the  fact.     They  had  come  for  this  purpose,  in  a  lumber  wagon 
drawn  by  oxen,  about  forty  miles!!     On  approaching  the  house,. 
I  was  gratified  to  find  a  good.  weU,  provided  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  school;  a  pleasant  green  about  the  school  house,  recently 
raked  off;  a  snag  wood  room,  and  outbuildings  which  are  never 
forgotten  by  civilized  communities.     The  result  of  this  effort  to 
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ftdvance  the  iotdrests  of  education,  exceeded  the  moot  sanguine  ex- 
pectations of  the  enthusiastic  friends  of  the  cause. 

Another  Institute  has  recently  been  attended  in  this  county,  as  I 
learn  from  the  following  communication  accompanying  the  late  an- 
imal report  of  the  County  Clerk.  The  particulars  I  have  not  re- 
ceived. The  Clerk  says,  *'  I  shall  say  nothing  more  as  to  our  schools, 
etc.,  as  you  will  hear  from  us  through  our  County  Educational  So- 
ciety, soon.  We  have  a  Teachers'  Institute  in  progress,  and  the 
committee  will  give  you  an  account  of  the  same,  together  with  oth' 

er  matters,  at  its  close." 
■ 

Reports  have  been  received  from  two  Counties  in  the  Upper 
Peninsula,  in  one  of  which  there  are  the  most  gratifying  evidences 
of  improvement  In  neither  of  these  Counties  was  there  an  or- 
ganized common  school  two  years  ago. 

3.    ANNUAL    KERORTS   OP   SCHOOL   OFFICERS. 

In  both  of  my  former  reports,  I  had  occasion  to  refer  to  defects, 
,  inaccuracies  and  gross  errors,  in  many  of  the  reports  made  and 
forwarded  to  this  office.  With  a  view  of  securing  the  receipt  of 
more  perfect  reports  in  future,  1  appended  notes  to  the  statistical 
tables  in  both  of  my  former  reports.  As  stated  in  my  last  report, 
under  the  head  of  "statistical  information,"  on  the  12tb  page  of 
this  pamphlet,  a  great  improvement  upon  the  reports  for  former 
years,  is  manifest  But  as  no  provision  was  made  for  the  reception 
of  my  former  reports,  by  School,  Inspectors,  or  even  by  County 
Clerks,  who  are  charged  with  making  out  the  abstracts  from  the 
Inspectors'  reports,  it  is  presumed  very  many  of  these  officers  have 
never  had  an  opportunity  of  consulting  them.*  County  Clerk^, 
hence,  in  many  cases,  continue  to  complain  of  inaccuracies  in  the 
reports  received  by  them.  In  some  cases,  as  the  notes  referred  to 
clearly  show,  the  County  Clerks  have  themselves  been  greatly  in 
default 

The  following  statement  accompanies  the  late  annual  repprtfrom 
Calhoun  county,  which  has  evidently  been  made  out  with  greai 
care,  The  clerk  says,  *'I  have  prepared  the  abstract  with  all  pos- 
aibleeare ;  nevertheless,  it  is  very  de&etive,  owing  to  the  loose  and 
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defectire  manner  in  iq^faich  the  school  district  officers  and  school 
inspectors  made  out  their  reports." 

Says  the  Clerk  of  Lapeer  county,  "In  most  of  the  towns  will  be 
found  some  errors.  Most  of  the  school  Inspectors'  returns  are  yefj 
defective,  and  I  have  returned  them  to  your  office  as  I  found  them, 
with  the  exception  of  footing  columns  that  were  not  footed  in  some, 
and  correcting  the  footing  in  others. 

"  I  have  tried  to  get  the  report  correct  as  to  averages  and  footings, 
and  hope  it  will  not  give  you  much  trouble,"  etc* 

The  following  is  from  a  letter  accompanying  the  report  from 
Branch  county.  The  Clerk  says,  "  The  reports  of  the  school  in- 
apeclors^  although  deficient  in  some  respects,  are  evidently  more 
foil  than  they  were  last  year,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  shall 
continue,  from  year  to  year,  to  improve  in  relation  to  nur  annual  re- 
turns. *  *  •  The  greatest  deficiency  seems  to  be  in  relation  to 
the  'average  number  of  months  scholars  between  the  ages  of  four 
and  eighteen  have  attended  school  during  the  year.'  *  *  *  Thii^ 
ty  districts  out  of  eighty-five,  have  not  reported,*'  under  this  bead. 
*  The  same  Clerk  adds,  "  The  townships  have  some  of  them  neg- 
lected to  report  in  relation  to  township  libraries,  as  you  will  ob- 
serve ;  but  there  is  one  town*  in  this  county  in  which  they  have 
never  complied  with  the  law  in  relation  to  school  and  library  tax. 

'*  The  town  of  Batavia  has  no  school  library,  and  has  not  rais- 
ed a  dollar  of  money  for  that  purpose.  '  The  Supervisor  informed 
me,  in  October,  that  at  the  last  annual  township  meeting,  the  elec- 
tors directed  him  not  to  levy  the  *one  mill  tax,'  and  that  they  would 
flustaiii  him  in  the  refusal  to  do  so.  I  stated  to  him,"  adds  the 
Clerk,  ^that  it  was  his  imperative  duty,  which  he  was  sworn  to  do. 
He  replied  that  he  should  not  do  it,"  etc. 

**1b  there  no  way,"  inquires  the  Cleric,  ''to  enforce  the  law,  and 
eompel  the  town  or  its  officers  to  folfiU  their  duty  1" 

Thefe  is,  is  the  reply  of  the  Superintendent,  and  be  would  refer 
nU  parsons  interested  In  this  matter,  to  section  107  of  the  Revised 
Seliool  Law,  and  to  notes  K  and  L  appended  to  the  paasphlet  e£- 
tion  of  the  same.    See,  also,  the  Attorney  General's  certificate,  oa 
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ledeited  it  this  oAoe, 
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tbe  67tb  pag6  of  «aid  pampUet,  and  ofikial  correspOBdenoe  on  lUa 
subject,  OB  the  19tb>  20th  aod  2l8t  pages  of  this  pamplet 

The  Clerk  of  Eaton  county,  in  a  statement  accompanying  his  an- 
nual report,  says, "  Enclosed  are  the  reports  of  five  townships,  being 
made  out  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  their  being  made  out  as  I 
have  reported  the  others;  and  being  unable  to  do  mere  with  them 
than  I  have  already  done,  I  send  them  to  you,  that  you  may  do  irlth 
them  as  you  may  deem  proper."  SimDar  statements  accompany 
the  reports  from  several  counties. 

Directors  and  school  inspectors,  in  .many  instances,  seem  to 
think,  judging  from  their  reports,  that  all  it  is  necessary  for  them 
to  communicate  in  their  reports,  is  the  number  of  scholars  in  their 
several  districts  aod  townships,  between  the  ages  of  four  and  eight- 
een years,  and  that  their  schools  have  been  taught  three  months  by 
qualified  teachers.  It  should  be  unaerstood,  that  the  law  requirea 
the  proper  filling  out  of  all  the  blanks  in  the  forms  sent  out  from 
this  office  annually,  and  that  no  district  or  township  officer  can  jos^ 
ly  complain,  if  the  public  money  is  withheld  from  his  district  or 
township,  whenever  there  has  been  a  palpable  neglect  of  duty  in 
making  a  report.  The  law  appropriately  provides  that,  in  sudi 
cases,  any  loss  which  would  otherwise  fall  upon  a  district,  town- 
ship, or  county,  shall  be  borne  by  the  officer  or  board  of  officers 
through  whose  neglect  it  happens.  Great  pains  have  been  taken 
in  preparing  the  forms  for  reports,  by  district,  township  and  coun- 
ty officers,  to  avoid  any  and  every  occasion  for  falling  into  error. 
As  provision  is  now  made  for  the  communication  of  this  pamphlet 
10  every  class  of  officers  charged  with  making  and  transmitting 
school  reports,  it  is  earnestly  hoped  they  may,  in  future,  be  both 
full  and  reliable. 

Every  school  ofiicer  and  board  of  officers,  charged  with  making 
a  tabular  report,  should  carefully  add  all  those  columns  requiring 
it,  and  give  the  amount.  The  average  should  also  be  given  in  those 
eoluiuns  requiring  it.  [See  rule  for  taking  averages  on  the  73d 
page  of  Ukis  report.]  Every  officer  and  board  of  officers  leceiving 
reports,  should,  before  making  up  an  abstract  from  them,  examine 
the  footings  and  averages,  and  see  that  they  are  correctly  given ; 
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and  especially  if  there  is  any  indieadon  of  a  repert's  being  errone- 
ous. It  is  by  this  meatw  only  that  we  can  hope  to  obtain  correct 
educational  statistics. 

4.   STATIStlCS  PROM  THE  REPORTS  POR  1847. 

In  the  report  for  the  year  1846,  is  the  following  paragraph  :— « 
**  By  comparing  th^  abstract  of  the  County  Clerk's  reports  append- 
ed to  this  report,  with  the  reports  received  at  this  o€ice  last  year, 
a  great  improrement  is  manifest.  Some  of  the  counties  from  which 
the  most  imperfect  reports  were  received  last  year,  have  this  year 
forwarded  full  and  accurate  returns.  But  the  notes  appended  to 
the  tables  show  that  too  little  attention  is  still  given  to  the  collec- 
tion and  transmission  of  correct  statistical  information."  Equal 
improvements  are  apparent  in  the  reports  for  the  present  year  over 
those  for  the  past. 

•  The  number  of  townships  from  which  reports  have  been  re- 
ceived»  is  425 — five  more  than  reported  last  year.  The  nnin- 
ber  of  school  districts  from  which  reports  have  been  received, 
is  2942,  or  73  more  than  reported  last  year ;  and  the  nnmber  of 
children  reported  between  the  ages  of  4  and  18  years,  is  lOdyl'O. 
the  same  being  10,472  more  than  have  been  reported  any  former 
ydar.  The  whole  number  that  have  attended  common  schools  da- 
ring the  year  last  closed,  as  shown  by  the  reports  from  the  several 
Counties,  is  88,080,  which  is  10,273  more  than  attended  last  year. 
The  reports  likewise  show  an  increased  number  of  official  visits  to 
the  schools  by  school  inspectors  and  by  district  boards. 
'  The  following  fact  exhibiting  the  relative  progress  of  common 
and  select  schools,  ought  not  to  be  overlooked.  While  there  haa 
been  a  large  mcreate  in  the  number  of  scholars  attending  cammom 
■Kkools,  there  has  been  a  corresponding' decretue  in  the  nnmber  at- 
tending select  9chool$,  Many  parents  who  are  anxious  to  afibrd 
their  children  every  facility  for  improvement,  have  withdrawn  their 
patronage  from  select  schools,  having  become  satisfied  that  under 
existing  laws,  with  a  proper  interest  in  their  behalf,  common 
schools  may  be  made  both  htiter  and  cheaper  than  select  schools 
generally  are. 

Last  year  the  primary  school  interest  fund  apportioned  among 
the  several  counties  and  townships  of  the  state,  was  $27,925  72, 
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the  same  being  91  cents  to  etery  child  reported  within  the  legal 
ttgefe.  The  amount  apportioned  the  present  year,  is  $31,274  74, 
which  is  3*2  cents  to  every  child  between  the  ages  of  4  and  18 
jfiB  ^  and  shows  an  increase  of  98,349  02  over  the  amount  ap- 
portioned in  1846. 

The  entire  sum  expended  for  the  support  of  common  schoob 
during  the  past  year,  according  to  the  reports  received  at  this 
oBEice,  is  $130,531  80.  Of  this  sum  936,543  75  has  been  expend^ 
ed  in  building  and  repairing  school  houses. 

Although,  according  to  the  returns,  there  are  but  300  township 
libraries  in  the  425  townships  of  the  state  from  which  reports  have 
'  been  received,  still,  there  is  a  very  gratifying  increase  in  the  num« 
ber  of  these  libraries,  the  number  of  volumes  they  contain,  and  the 
ettent  of  their  circulation.  There  are  30  more  township  libraries 
reported  this  year  than  last;  containing,  in  all,  43,926  voIumeSr 
which  is  6,938  more  than  they  contained  according  to  th^  reports 
received  for  the  year  1846.*  Those  libraries  circulate  through 
1,349  districts,  which  shows  an  increase  of  268  over  any  former 
year.  Communications  received  from  several  counties  afford  very 
gratifying  evidence  of  their  increased  usefulness. 

For  further  statistical  information  the  reader  is  referred  to  the 
£>Ilowing  tables,  designated  severally  by  the  letters  A,  B,  and  €• 
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Notes  on  the  Precedino  Tables. 

Remark  1. — There  are  three  tables,  designated  severally  by  the 
three  letters  A,  B,  and  C.  These  letters,  in  the  following  notes, 
will  show  to  which  table  the  remarks  made  are  sererally  appli- 
cable. 

Remark  2.— The  inspectors  and  county  clerks  were  each  re- 
quested, by  circular,  to  foot  those  columns  in  their  reports  requir- 
ing it,  and  to  see  that  the  correct  averages  were  given  in  the  re- 
maining columns.  How  fully  they  have  discharged  their  duty,  in 
compliance  with  this  request,  the  notes  on  the  reports  from  the 
several  counties  will  show. 

Remark  3. — If  the  SuperiDtendent  were  to  consult  his  own  feel- 
ings, merely,  these  notes  would  be  suppressed.  Indeed,  the  notes 
on  the  tables  for  preceding  years  would  never  have  been  published. 
But  as  he  believes  their  publication  has,  in  some  instances,  at  least, 
been  productive  of  good,  he  has  determined  to  continue  them. 
He  could  not  do  otherwise,  without  disregarding  the  counsels  of 
fiiends  in  whose  judgment  he  has  great  confidence,  and  omitting  to 
do  what  his  own  judgment  approves. 

Allegan  County. 

The  report  from  this  county  is  in  very  good  condition.  All  the 
columns,  with  a  single  exception,*  are  added ;  and  the  average  is 
correctly  given  in  thoseu columns  requiring  it  to  be  taken. 

Barry  CauMty, 

(A.)  a.  (B.)  a.  a.  «.  In  the  report  from  this  county  the  Mtd 
amount  is  given  in  all  those  columns  requiring  the  average.  In 
some  instances  the  footings  in  these  and  other  columns  are  erro- 
neous. 

(B.)  c.  The  report  represents  that  a  school  has  been  kept  five 
and  a  half  months  in  the  township  of  Syria,  by  unqualiBed  teach- 
ers, but  it  does  not  represent  that  they  have  received  anything  for 
their  services. 

(C.)  h.  h.  The  report  represents  that  there  are  four  district  libra- 
ries in  the  township  of  Yankee  Springs,  but  the  number  of  volumes 
they  contain  is  not  given.  It  also  represents  the»number  of  mdumet 
in  all  the  district  libraries  of  Hastings,  Johnstown,  and  Prairie- 
▼ille,  but  the  number  of  lihrariea  is  not  given  for  either  town. 
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(C.)  d.  d.  The  report  represents  that  in  the  township  of  Assyria, 
sixteen  scholars  have  attended  select  schools,  and  that  the  average 
tuition  of  a  single  scholar  is  $75  per  quarter ! !  Thinking  this  sum 
is  probably  the  total  tuition  for  the  whole  Khod,  instead  of  the  ave- 
rage tukian  for  a  single  scholar,  it  has  been  omitted  in  obtaining  the 
general  average  for  the  State. 

The  report  also  represents  that  in  the  township  of  Prairieville, 
twelve  scholars  have  attended  select  schools,  though  the  average 
tuition  is  not  given. 

Berrien  CousUy. 

ThiA  report  is  well  made  oat  in  the  main,  there  being  but  one 
manifest  defect  in  it,  viz  :  The  total  anunint  is  given  in  those  col- 
ums  requiring  the  average  to  be  taken. 

Hagar  is  the  only  township  in  the  county  that  raised  a  tax  for 
the  support  of  schools. 

Eight  townships  are  reported  as  having  received  money  for  libra- 
ries from  fines,  penalties,  etc.  Every  township  in  the  county  is 
entitled  to  its  equitable  proportion  of  those  moneys.  Why  the 
other  eight  towns  have  not  received  their  dividend,  or  reported  it  if 
received,  is  not  known  to  this  Department. 

Branch  County, 

This  report  is  apparently  welUmade  out,  though  a'few  mistakes 
have  been  detected  in  the  footings.  Among  them  is  the  column 
representing  the  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  four  and 
eighteen  years. 

Mattison  is  the  only  township  in  the  county  that  raised  a  tax  for 
the  support  of  schools. 

Calhoun   County. 

The  report  from  this  county  has  every  appearance  of  having 
been  made  out  with  much  care  and  accuracy.  According  to  the 
Clerk's  notes,  the  reports  from  several  of  the  townships  were  de- 
fective if  not  erroneous. 

(B.)  e.  The  average  for  this  column  was  estimated  at  this  ofBce. 

The  report  shows  that  the  township  of  Newton  voted  a  tax  of 
J^y  cents  for  the  support  of  schools.  Judging  from  the  action  of 
several  other  townships  in  the  county,  it  might  be  inferred  this  sum 
was  intended  totj^iy  doUars. 
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It  M  gratifying  to  see  that  a  tax  of  $1,500  00  waa  roted.  at  the 
last  meeting  of  districts  in  each  of  four  townships,  for  the  pmpoee 
of  building  school  houses. 

Com  County, 

The  first  report  made  and  forwarded  by  the  Clerk  of  this  countj, 
did  not  reach  this  office.  The  Clerk,  upon  being  informed  of  this, 
made  out  another  report,  but  before  it  was  receiyed,  the  tables  had 
been  made  up  and  put  into  the  hands  of  the  printer,  an  estimate 
having  been  taken  for  this  county.  The  more  important  columns 
have  been  made  to  agree  with  the  report  received. 

Marcellus,  according  to  the  report,  is  the  only  township  in  the 
county  that  raised  any  money  for  the  support  of  schools,  beyond 
the  miU  tax. 

Chippewa  County. 

This  is  the  first  report  received  from  this  county,  the  first  prima- 
ry  school  in  the  upper  peninsula  having  been  organized  a  little 
more  than  a  year  ago. 

(B,)/,/,  Although  $15  a  month  is  paid  a  qualified  teacher  in 
the  district  school,  still  the  report  represents  that  schools  have  been 
taught  ttoentyjbur  months  by  unqualified  teachers,  for  six  doUart, 
which  would  be  twaUy-Jive  centi  a  month.  This  is  not  explained  in 
the  report.     They  may  be  the  mission  schools. 

Clinton  County, 

All  those  columns  requiring  the  average^  were  added  in  the  re- 
port from  this  county,  the  amount  was  given,  but  the  average  was 
omitted.  The  report  also  shows  that  some  of  the  averages  for  the 
townships  are  erroneous.  The  correction  cannot  hence  be  made 
at  this  office,  for  want  of  proper  data. 

(A.)  g.  The  numbers  opposite  the  several  townships  in  this  col* 
umn,  range  from  three  to  Jourteen,  when,  from  the  nature  of  the 
case,  they  cannot  exceed  twelve,  and  do  not  often  reach  six. 

(B.)  g,  A  similar  remark  would  apply  to  this  column,  the  num- 
bers ranging  from  om  haff'  to  thirteen.  Both  results  are  omitted  ia 
obtaining  the  general  average  for  the  State. 

Eaton  County. 
The  report  received  firom  this  county  was  well  prepared. 
(C.)  h^  The  space  in  this  column  is  left  blank.    [See  note  (B.)  j». 
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report. 

G^me^ee  County, 

In  the  report  from  this  county,  the  averages  were  not  given  in 
any  of  the  coluoins  requiring  it  A  part  of  the  columns  were  added, 
and  the  amount  was  given  ;  the  rest  were  left  blank. 

WUsdah  County, 
The  report  for  this  county  is  well  made  out,  with  the  single  ex* 
eeption,  that  the  average  is  not  given  in  those  columns  requiring  it. 

Ingham  County, 

The  report  from  this  county  is  much  better  this  year  than  last. 
The  average  is  not  g^ven,  however,  in  any  of  the  columns  reqoir* 
ing  it.  The  column  representing  the  number  of  children  between 
the  ages  of  four  and  eighteen  is  not  correctly  added. 

Only  two  townships  are  reported  as  having  received  money  from 
fines,  penalties,  etc.     [See  note  appended  to  Berrien  county.] 

Ionia  County, 

(A.)  i,  (B.)  i.  t.  (C.)  i,  f.  None  of  these  columns,  nor  any  of  the 
others  left  blank  are  added  in  the  report  received  from  this  Coun- 
ty, and  in  some  of  them  the  figures  are  so  irregularly  arranged  and 
pointed,  that  it  is  impossible  to  add  them  with  the  least  probability 
of  obtaining  a  correct  result 

(A.)^.  (B.)^^V(C.)^.  The  average  is  not  given  in  any  of  the  columns 
requiring  it  in  the  clerk's  report.  The  numbers,  in  some  of  these 
columns,  are  evidently  erroneously  given.  The  average  wages 
per  month  paid  female  teachers,  according  to  the  report,  varies 
from  sixty-six  cents  in  Sebewa,  to  eight  dollars  andjifty  cents  in 
Eaton. 

.Jackson  County, 

(A.)  k.  I,  I,  (B.)  k.  (G.)  k.  In  the  report  received  from  this  coun- 
%f»  neither  the  averages  nor  the  footings  are  given.  The  more  im- 
portant columns  have  been  added  at  this  officoi  and  the  rest  of  theoi 
famve  beeft  estimated. 

(B.)  L  L  Aooordtng  to  the  report,  four  doHara  have  been  ]mid 
vnqiialified  teaehen  in  Pulaski  for  three  montha'  service,  whtA 
.would  be  one  dottar  andihkiy'thrm  aents  a  monik  !! 

(C.)  /•  U  The  report  represents  that  there  aro  bo  district  librarioi 
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in  any  town  in  the  county.     It  then  gives  the  numVer  of  volumes 
in  the  district  libraries  of  each  of  four  townships. 

(C.)  m.  The  report  represents  that  fifty  cenU  (!!)  have  been 
raised  by  the  township  for  the  support  of  schools.  It  is  presumed 
Jifiy  cents  should  be  Jl/ly  dollars. 

Kalamazoo  CousUy, 

(A.)  ikM.  (B.)  n.n.  n,  (C.)  ».».  A  portion  of  the  columns  in  this 
report  requiring  the  averagfe*  are  added  and  the  amount  givei&v 
the  rest  are  left  blank.  Errors  have  been  discovered  in  several  of 
the  footings.  The  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  4  and 
19,  was  erroneously  given  3  J20,  instead  of  3,820.  According  lo 
the  report,  the  total  amount  of  wages  paid  unqualified  teachers  for 
52  months'  service,  is  $41  13,  or  less  than  eighty  cofts  a  month.  By 
examination  it  was  ascertained  that  the  correct  amount,  according 
to  the  reports  from  the  several  towns,  is  #330  13,  as  here  given, 
and  not  $41  13,  as  shown  by  the  report.  In  the  last  column, 
$251  50,  was  erroneously  given  $161  50.  Other  errors  might  be 
noted. 

Kent  County. 

The  report  from  this  county  is  well  made  out,  with  the  excep- 
tion that  no  averages  are  g^ven  in  those  columns  requiring  it. 

(A.)  o.  The  footing  of  this  column  in  the  clerk's  report  is  one 
less  than  here  given. 

Lapeer  County. 

The  report  from  this  county  is,  in  many  respects,  well  made  out. 
The  columns  requiring  it,  are  all  footed,  and  the  averages  are  given, 
with  a  single  exception.  There  is  one  rather  important  omission. 
The  report  does  not  show  for  what  county  it  is  made,  neither  haa 
it  the  signature  of  the  clerk.  The  only  means  the  Superintendent 
has  of  knowing  where  it  came  from,  are  the  names  of  townahipe 
reported,  and  accompanying  papers,  some  of  which  are  dated,  and 
have  the  clerk's  signature. 

(C.)  p.  p.  The  report  does  not  show  that  a  mill  lax  haa  been  col- 
leeledin  any  township  in  the  eoonty.  It  represents  that  the  town- 
ships of  Dryden,  Hadley  and  Metamora  have  each  voted  a  tax. 
The  mill  tax  should  be  collected  without  a  vote.  An  additional 
tax  of  fifty  cents  a  scholar,  may  be  voted,  if  the  township  so  direct. 
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[See  section  140  of  the  Revised  School  Law,  and  note  K,  append* 
ed  to  the  pamphlet  edition  of  the  same.] 

Lenawee  Covmty. 
The  report  from  this  county  appears  to  be  well  made  out,  witb 
tbe  exception  that  the  average  is  not  given  in  a:ny  of  the  columns^ 
requiring  it  '  '    "  ' 

(C.)  q,  q.  According  to  the  report,  there  are  five  district  libraries 
in  the  township  of  Hudson,  but  the  number  of  volumes  they  coh-  • 
tftifi  is  not  given.  '^  .         ' 

According  to  the  report  for  t!he  past  year,  there  are  ^xteen  to'wti- 
ship  libraries  in  the  county,  containing,  in  all,  3692  volumes.  In 
1846,  nineteen  libraries  were  reported,  containing  3615  volumes. 
There  must  be  an  error  in  one  of  the  reports. 

Livingston  County. 

No  columns  were  added  in  the  report  from  this  county,  nor  was 
the  average  in  any  instance  given.  Some  of  the  columns  have 
been  added  at  this  office,  and  others  halve  been  estimated. 

Mackinaw  Cmady. 

Thb  is  the  first  report  received  from  this  county.  The  report 
shows  that  Mackinaw  has  made  a  good  beginning  by  raising  a  tax 
of  SI  00  for  the  support  of  a  school  which  bas  been  kept  open  ten 
months.  They  have  also  f  140  94  of  fines,  penalties,  etc.,  for  li- 
brary. 

Macomb  County, 

The  report  from  this  county  comes  to  us  in  good  order,  the  col- 
umns being  footed  and  the  averages  given  as  they  seve^lly  re- 
quiro.  According  to  the  adding  at -this  office,  the  number  of  ch3- 
dren  between  the  ages  of  4  and  16  yearSi  is  486:^,  instead  of  4868, 
as  given  in  the  report. 

Monroe  County. 

The  report  from  this  county  is  well  made  out.  The  columns 
generally  are  footed,  and  the  averages  correctly  given* 

(B.)r,  According  to  the  report,  the,  average  length  of  time  th^ 
schools  of  Summeri^eld  have  bei^n  (^gbt,  is  ^eventfcn ,  4^4  a  i^ 
months.     This  is  evidently  an  error,  and  the  number  is  opnUlod  ifi  " 
obtaining  the  average  for  the  county. 

The  townskip  of  Monroe  has  aUbrary  wbidi  is  not  ^mbrated  in 
this  report.  • 
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OaJdtmi  County, 

* 

None  of  the  columns  were  added  in  this  report*  nor  were  any 
of  the  averages  given.  The  several  co^mns  have  been  added  or 
estimated  at  this  office. 

Rose  is  the  oqly  township  in  the  county  that  is  repreaeiyted  as 
raising  a  tax  for  the  support  of  schools.  According  to  the  report* 
^i.  43,  lil^raiy  mPO^jr»  the  avails  of  finetSy  penaltiesi  etc.*  has  been 
7f9cei:reft  in  three  tqwqfl(bi{«^«  All  the  to wpshipa  of  a  county  are  en- 
titled to  their  proportion  of  these  moneys.  [See  revised  School 
^w,  section  11^,] 

Ottawa  CowUif. 

None  of  the  columns  were  added  in  the  report  from  this  county, 
nor  were  any  of  the  averages  obtained. 

(A.)  «.  The  average  not  having  been  taken  in  the  several  town- 
ships, they  are  necessarily  omitted  in  this  column. 

Saginaw  County. 

(A.)  i.  (6.)  1. 1,  U  From  the  appearance  ef  this  report,  the  mm 
vras  given  in  these  columns  in  the  report  from  the  townships,  and 
.^e  9um  total ^  thfi  amotpiUt  ip  the  .clerk's  report,  njrUcb  gives  a 
, widely  diSerent  result  from  the  average    lience  theee  blanks. 

(C.)  u.  Thi?  colapoD  is  left  blank  in  the  report 

Sl  Clair  CouMtji. 

In  the  report  from  this  county,  less  than  one  fourth  of  the  col- 
umns were  added,  and  none  c^the  averages  were  given. 
.    (C.)o.  The  avails  of  fines,  penalties,  etc.,  fprtowqship  libraries, 
should  bid  apportioned  among  all  of  the  towns  in  a  county.     This 
sum,  according  to  the  report,  has  been  received  in  the  townships  of 

Burchville  and  China- 

iSf.  Joncph  County. 

The  columns  requiring  the  average  to  be  taken,  in  the  report 
from  this  county,  were  added,  but  the  average  was  not  given  in 
any  of  them. 

(C.)  to.  This  amount  of  moneys,  for  township  libraries  from 

fines,  penalties,  etc.,  was  received  in  seven  townships.     The  re- 

tnainlng  nine  townships  of  the  county  do  not  report  any  moneys 

received. 

Van  Bmm  ComUy. 

In  the  raport  horn  tbie  ooiHiCy  none  of  Abe  coIiiiiidb  were  fintted, 

nor  was  the  average  in  any  instance  given. 
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{C,)x,  Oxi6  diBtrict library  0ii1y*i8  reported,  stiff  ^otir  towneliipe 
are  reported  as  having  such  libraries.  [See  note  (B.)/!.,  on  the  te*' 
pen  horn  itf  aeomb  county  for  the  year  1846,  at  the  73d  pa^  of 
tlifa  report.] 

The  additioti  ia  perfcHrmed  in  ifll  the  ccJuniBa  requiriag  if,  in  the 
report  from  this  couety. 

(A.)  j/i.  (B.)  y.  y.  y.  (C.)  y*  The  av^age  wiui  not  gpven  \n  My. .of 
these  columns.  Excepting  for  the  tawnship  ef  Pittsfieldf  th^. 
amount  of  the  corresponding  columns  in  the  ipspectors'  reports.; 
seems  tj  have  been  taken,  and  in  three  columns  of  thia  report,, the, 
sum  total  of  these  amounts,  is  given; — a  very  different  thing  froqn' 
the  average. 

Wayne  County. 

All  the  columns  requiring  it,  were  added  iq  the  report  from. thi$ 
county.  The  averages  were  not  given;  but  the  coliunns.  wer^ 
added,  which  materially  lessened  the  work  at  thia  office.  It  would 
have  been  still  better,  had  the  averages  been  takeiu ' 

5.      UmQN   SCHOOLS. 

In  my  last  annual  report,  allusion  was  made  to  the  piogresa  of 
Union  Schools  in  this  state.  Although  this  subject  has  been  dis- 
cussed  in  public  addresses,  in  many  of  the  counties  of  the  state,, 
during  the  last  two  years,  still  I  should  deem  this  report  radically 
defective  without  a  more  full  description  of  their  nature  and  ad* ' 
vsntages.  The'  ibliowitig  excellent  provision  of  law  relating  to 
tbietr  estftbltehfment,  i«  fivm  section  92  of  the  revised  sdiool'hw : 

**  \^enever  the  board  of  inspectors  of  any  township  shafl  deem  - 
tbei  the  interescs  of  any  ofitbe  schools  win  be  best  promoted  by  ao 
Mugfihey  ifAy  ibnn  a  aiogle  disirlot  otot  of  any  twe  or  tbote  di»»^ 
triote  thereia,  «Dd  classify  the  pupils  id  sued  disfiridt  imo  t«fD  m^ 
more  classes,  aocording  to  their  preficieacy  and  advancement  in. 
learning,  and  require  that  such  pupils  be  UQght  in  diiiinct  tcbode^ 
or  departments  aa  classified  by  them,  and  such  district *may  hav0. 
the  same  number  of  school  houses,  if  necessary,  and  raise  the  same 
amount  of  taxes  which  the  original  districts  forming  the  same  could 
raise  if  not  united." 

Within  the  last  few  years  Union  Schools  have  been  extensively 
organized  in  villages  and  densely  settled  neighborhoods  in  New 
York  and  New  England,  and  to  some  extent  in  this  and  other 


^ates,  Tb^y  tak^  thc^i^  D9infi  from  the  cireuniAtance  ihat  two  or 
more  distncts  hi^ye  g^oerally  been  united  in  their  fonn^tion.  The^e 
union  acbpols  are  lai^  district  schools  with  aevieral  diaund  de- 
partments. They  may  be  made  to  combine  all  the  adTfoMges  pt 
the  ordinary  common  school  and  the  academy. 

The  union  school  at  Genera,  N.  Y.,  has  frequenttjr  been  refer- 
red to  as  a  model.  The  one  in  Lyons  is  perhaps  equally  good. 
The.Mlowfngfkcts  are  gathered  from  the  annual  catalogue  of  the 
institution.  There  were  formerly  two  districts  in  Lyons,  which 
has  a  population  of  about  two  thousand.  In  the  autumn  of  1843, 
these  two  districts  were  consolidated.  The  district  has  since 
erected  a  new  building  to  accommodate  the  school.  The  union 
school  house  is  a  spacious  brick  edifice,  fifty-six  by  sixty-six  feet  on 
the  ground,  of  good  proportions  and  beautiful  architecture.  The 
basement  is  nine  feet  high»  and  the  two  upper  stories  are  each  14 
feet  in  the  clear.  The  school  rooms  are  seven  in  number,  besides 
.  a  large  library  room,  two  recitation  rooms,  and  a  lecture  room  in 
the  basement.  The  whole  upper  part  of  the  building  is  warmed 
by  heated  air.  The  expense  to  the  district,  for  the  school  house, 
lot,  seatMi  furniture,  hlinds,  well,  bell,  and  fencing,  has  been  about 
eeven  thousand  dollars.  The  average  attendance  is  about  five  hun- 
dred^ The  pupils  are  arranged,  according  to  their  advancement, 
info  four  different  grades.  Each  grade  is  divided  into  two  depart* 
ments»  male  and  female,  and  each  depaiTtment  m  ondei;  the  special 
direc^oA  of  a  sepi^rate  teacher.  The  Principal  has  the  general  m* 
pervLrion  of  all  the  depart n^ents. 

The  cQ«rae  of  ioatruolion  embraces  the  eommon  Soglidbbmncb- 
0%  ibe  natural  a<^ieiiee0f  intaUectiial  and  moral  pbiloaopbyv  tneiattC 
attd  modern  laiigua|jbs,  rhetoric,  history  and  ekreutioii,  dttwiog 
aod  mnaio.  In  addition  to  the  public  motiey,  the  tuition  for  adiol- 
afs  residing  within  the  district  in  any  or  all  of  these  branches,  va- 
ries from  one  dollar  and  twenty -five  cents  ($1,25,)  to  one  dollar 
and' thirty-two  cents  ($1,32,)  per  quarter  of  twelve  weeks.  Schol- 
ars residing  without  the  district  are  admitted  for  three  doTIara  and 
fifly  cents,  (S3. 50.)  per  quarter. 

Section  92  of  the  revised  School  Law  providesi  as  wo  have 
•eeup  for  the  organization  of  such  schools  in  this  State.     A  consid* 
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«raUe  nttmker  oHietgiem'  have  elittdy  availed  tb^maekes  of  tl|k 
^■ovituNi,  wd  aevera]  lai^  mncl  commodiouft  UnAoa  &6hool  Hohsm, 
ha^d  baen  built,  hi  wbieh  scboak  are  now  msucceMfaloparatioti. 
Otfaer  similar  bouaas  ara  now  in  process  of  erection,  aod  taxes  bava 
been  voted  ia  olber  cases,  with  reference  to  building  anotber  sea- 
son. 

It  is  not  supposed  that  every  village  will  be  able  to  erect  so 
large  and  commodious  a  house  as  the  one  in  Lyons,  or  conduct  a 
school  with  so  many  distinct  departments.  Their  wanu  may  not 
demand  it. 

In  that  school  are  Combined  alt  the  advantages  of  the  well  con« 
ducted  common  school,  the  academy  for  young  gentlemen,  and  the 
seminary  for  young  ladies.  Children  may  there  commence  with 
the  alphabet,  and  pass  from  one  grade  to  another,  undl,  on  leaving 
the  school,  they  are  prepared  to  enter  any  college  or  university  In 
the  United  States. 

Union  Schools  should  be  established  at  the  earliest  practicsble 
period,  in  every  county  of  this  State,  and  in  all  the  principal  villa* 
ges,  in  which  students  may  qualify  themselves  to  enter  the  ViAftit* 
sity.  Union  Schools  constitute  the  only  reliable  connecting  Knk 
between  our  primary  schools  and  the  State  University. 

The  following  are  among  the  advantages  which  woU  conducted 
Union  Schools  possess:  • 

1.  Thei^  are  open  to  aU.  In  this  respect,  they  are  like  our  com- 
mon schools.  The  course  of  instruction  is  also  considerably  ex- 
tended, and  ample  provision  is  thus  made  for  the  thorough  educa- 
tion of  every  child  residing  within  the  districts  in  wliTcb  they  ara 
established. 

2.  Tkfy  may  he  heater  than  our  eorhTnan  and  select  teh/odU  nmogmt* 
raOy  are.  In  them  the  principle  of  a  division  of  labor  is  reco^i- 
zad.  In  this  respect,  they  resemble  oar  oolleges  and  nasvarsitiaiy 
ih  which  each  professor  has  his  distinct  departtaant.  When  a. 
taaeherinstcuatsln  a  few  branches  only,  be  has  an  opportunity, of 
imflfffity  greater  skill  and  aptness,  than  when  he  has  occasion  to 
diravt  his  attaa.tioa  to  eight  or  tea  distinct  r^ilations,  in  the  short 
space  of  thtea  boars.  Tbe  course  of  instri^tion  may  abo  ba, 
aidre  thorongfa  than  in  our  common  imt  select  schocds^  a^h  pupil 
baiog  reqaixad  to  suetpda  a  sariafcatoty  exaaiinatiOD  in  avai7  br^icb 
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of  wJSaij  h%  paiBU^  befcro  k#M  permiUlJ  to  «toter  a inglMr 
Tim  is  very  dHTdrent  from  tb«  course  wnudly  panned  is  laleet  sad 
prirate  tcbooli.    Child  ren  gteeraDy  desire  to  advance  rapkllf. 
Parents,  a]so,  are  commonly  linxione  to  bave  tkem.    Tetecben,  lui- 
derstanding  this,  and  hence,  deairoas  of  pleaaing*  both  children  mni 
parents,  that  they  may  continue  their  patronage,  are  frequently  more 
solicitous  to  advance  their  scholars  rapidly  than  thorovghly.     This 
is  a  great  error,  and  is  productive  of  more  mischief  than  most  per- 
sons are  aware  of,     We  are  the  creatures  o£  habit,  and  become  ac- 
castomed  to  do  things  thoroughly  or  carelessly, — well  or  ill.     The 
evil  consequences  of  bad  habits  who  can  estimate  1     The  good,  also, 
that  results  from  the  early  formation  of  correct  habits,  so  far  from 
being  confined  to  early  childhood,  only  begins  to  discover  itself  at  this 
periodt  and  is  not  fully  developed  until  late  in  life.    **  What  is 
worth  doing  at  all,  is  worth  doing  well/'  has  become  a  proverb. 

3c  Omm  BohooU  are  not  mdy  better^  but  they  are  cheaper  than  other 
tekdoU.  Sack  teacher  has  large  classes,  and  hence  employs  his 
tifoe  mooa  pcofitably  than  he  othervrise  could.  A  good  teacher  can 
jost  as  well  instruct  a  class  of  fifteen  or  twenty,  as  only  three  or 
fbur.  The  scholars,  also,  will  generally  be  more  stimulated,  and 
n^iU  hence  apply  themselves  more  closely  to  their  studies,  and  with 
•better  results,  with  lai^  classes  than  with  small  ones.  That  unios 
schools  are  cheaper  than  others,  is  exemplified  in  the  school  at  Ly- 
oos»  to  which  reference  has  been  made.  Scholars  residing  within 
the  district,  pay  only  $1  25  a  quarter  for  their  tuition,  in  addition 
Uy  the  public  n^oney,  while  those  from  widiout  the  district,  esteem 
it  a  privilege  to  be  permitted  to  attend  for  $8  50  a  quarter,  or  180 
pas  oant  more  than  is  paid  by  residents  of  the  district. 

4i  Comttum  SehooU  amd  Union  Schools  are  democratic  JHstitutiene, 
wUle  seleet  seksols  are  arislocrstb  in  their  chavaeter  and  tendea* 
cfy.    [See  the  two  last  paragraphs  on  the  Mik  page  of  ^s  repert^] 

5.  IMm  S^Me  are  very  good  iithtkute^  Jbr  Nmnai  Sekookw 
Teathere*  Semituiries.  I  perhaps  ought  not  to  speak  of  llMm  as 
iubttitutet,  I  may,  however,  safely  say,  that  in  the  absence  of  Nor* 
mal  Schools,  weli-eonduoted  Unien  Schools  cannot  AeB  to  aceom*^ 
pRsh  nmch  ia  die  imfArotamisit  c^  Comoion  School  teadievB.  In 
therm  the .  eeurse  of  kistraeilon  is  aatonsire,  iknangh  tod  practical; 
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juM  fvliiC  4»v9fy  t»8«lMr«ifl#dt  M  qinMy  M»  tit  im  fHnki  In  ad^ 
ditiott  to  tMi^  dMB  prEiiei|M  -mlgfct  orgiuii^  •  ttdob«i«^  «ltM,  M* 
a«d  tfprittgv  ftnd  giw  a  ecnuee  <»f  fnattiKAioii  specially  tdtfpted  t»- 
the  wanta  of  thoae  mAio  contemplale  foabbkig.  Th^«  iaatnn^oDa 
migbt  be  exemplified  by  i^uenc  visits  to  the  serertff  departmetfH' 
bf  the  union  scfioo),  which  should  f)e  so  conducted  as  to  coffstf- 
tute  it  a  Model  Schodl. 

6.  The gAv&janeid  ii  tumalhf  heiter  in  tpdl  reguhUed'CtnMfum  SdiaoU, 
and  eipeefoUp  m  Vki^  BchddU,  Mdns  in  Sdect  or  Prtpote  Btk^ots, '  Se- 
lect Bcbodl  teachers  are  apt  \6  itidul^  their  ptipils  to  theit  aeributr 
ii^ty^  iaid  they  not  tmfreqoeotly  resort  to  questionable  means  to 
secure  their  good  will;  ibr  they  know  that  if  the  chiM  isrdisp9eased» 
his  parents  usually  are,  aiid  theh  the  cfaiM  may  be  withdrawn  aild 
sent  to  another  school.  Sometimes  children  are  sent  to  hafP  a  dozeti 
8ehcM>K  froBi  frivolotta  caMses»  to  m  many  moaihsb^  TUe''p«l£c 
sflhMl  «teaoher  ia  leas  iroder  the  fadueaea  nt  tkto  lempMilian,  attd 
ia  H0»  to  apt  to  be  wmwd  by  she  tfmkn  of  falsely  iadn%w<f>Bia>li>i 
being'  geiiemlly  sustained  by  his  empleyers  ia  the  lidMaistittf  en  cff  • 
wMMeaouMa  diseipnnec 

Thm  -mwanir  w  wfaseh  childrea  are  ge^emed,  exalte  a  freac  f*-- 
flamee  apon  their  ftMN  ^vtoal  or  wv>.  if,  vflieii  a«  heme,  ihsy  a¥e ' 
imprudently  indulged,  and  know  not  parental  restraint,  they  will ' 
cMtt  flie  safifie  indolgeotee  when  sent  to  school.  If  they  db  itot 
receive  it,  they  are  dissatisfied,  and  are  perbapa  sent  to  another  and 
a  more  indulgent  teacher.  This  makes  the  matter  worse.  They 
have  been  accustomed  to  disobey  father  and  mother  witb  ianpunity» 
and  they  are  now  encouraged  to  disobey  their  teacher.  Soon  they 
will  be  fiiiind  throaneg  off  all  the  tesuainta  of  society*  aad  tMBop* 
Hng  under  fi>ot  the  laws  bf  the  land.  Should  they  occasionally  at- 
tend dmreb,  aad  listen  to'  the  reeding  of  the  scnptniea,  end  the 
counsels  of  the  man  of  Ood,  having  been  accustomed  to  disobey 
fMbor  and  mether,the  preeepta  of  dieir  teachera,^  and  the  laws  of 
their  country»-i-in  sbortt  having  established  the  habct  of  di^ph^ ' 
dieneet'-^ej  vrili  dlsregatd  the  authority  of  conscience,  and  heed 
not  the  monitions  of  Heaven.  But  if  children  aie  taught  obedience 
at  home  and  in  the  school,  they  iffWi  more  readily  yie!d  to  the  claims 
of  society,  in  compliance  with  the  laws  of  the  land.    Having 


a0oo9ioni9d  l»  •he4ieiMe» — having  fofn«4  tkm  VAvrc  of  obefing 
tbote  wfa«0e.  ri^t  U  in  to  govern  tkonii'-Miioj  wQ\  bo  novo  apt  to 
hoed  the  voice  of  conQciooeei  pondor  tbo  coomoIb  of  tfaair  spirita- 
al  toachcni  and  yield  a  ready  and  ohaorfal  obedioace  to  the  MtUimo 
pracepu  of  the  Bible.  What  vast  and  ihr-reachiog  cooaequencest 
then,  depend  upon  the  early  training  of  children !  and  what  wia- 
dom  and  discretionrare  required  to  teach  and  govern  them  ar^bt ! 
But  not  to  dwell  further  upon  their  advantages,  I  will  laeraly 
add,  if  Uoioa  Schools  were  extensively  eitabUshed  in  Tittagas  and 
densely  settled  netgfaborhoods,  it  woidd  allow  scholars  geoeiallyg 
while  pursuing  an  acadeadcal  ooune  of  study,  to  board  at  home, 
and  thus  save  much  expense  to  their  parents^  and  what  is  of  sdll 
grafter  iiqportaiicey  enable  them  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  pareatsd 
supervision. 

The  following  ia  from  aeooMneaioalkMi  aoeompaaying  the  lase 
alMMUl  feyerfefthe  Cousity  Cleik  ef  QaBuMm  county,  fipoaawwhsdh 
I  have  abeady  qaoted:  *'SoaM  of  oar  viBages  aito  beginiHiy  to 
rouie  ep.  hi  this  plaee,  [MarsbaUJ  a  Unioa  Sdiool  baa  been  «r» 
ganized.  Battle  Greek  is  about  to  adopt  the  utiioa  ayslem  alee. 
I  Iboik  ihare  is  reason  te  bdie^M  a  leanea  la  woriu^g  in  eame 
pa^ts  of  this  coH^y,  thai- wtfl  rsaakin  hringiag  about  a  better  state 

ofO^iaffi^" 
I  have  rfKeired  letters  of  inquiry*  in  relatiot|  to  taachaia  fiem 

^Im^  from  time  to  tim«  fMrftediminerotti  appUeatfont  from  taadien  (br  tinatiaM,  waA 
a«mfR^»ol4taotoVttBd9llwn,l<»rtoMben,   Tkm  l^fomm riffw  ■— ^  h»M  btm  ihapMy 
giveii.  according  to  Ae  meant  poatcMcd  at  the  time,  which  have  geneTaUj  been  rery  Hmitrd,  •• 
I  htt^lnf  imnBtotO  keep  Bratiigr  of  the  tiamai  of  applldtota.  ifca  qiwHSiTaHB—  ft>y  |— > 
•e«%  (vhen  |Ivcb.)  snd  thoae  raqolrad  bj  comrnttfei  daaJTlug  taechera. 

h  ailbrda  me  pleaaure  to  be  able  to  aay  to  both  teachen  and  ilhool  committeei,  that  a  Tbacn- 
maf%  easSoae  bew  iipaail  tetim  OSy  of  Btmea,  Maja^  by  Mr.  But/aAWttrntmA,  Jfc  IW 
ol^tof  tbia  Agtnqf  ia  the  aepplj  of  teaehera  of  either  aei^  and  of  anjr  reqiriraA  qyaMfliieaqw, 
to  ichooU,  •eminariea,  iind  families,  in  any  part  oi  the  United  Statea. 

«S:a)^ii*4f  il<i4l«VkaebMn  tMalHilMSiB  th«  Ofty  Vf  DseM^  by  Mfi  Dawftta  1!^^ 
eomb,  a  too  of  Mr  Whitcomb,  of  Boattm.  The  elder  Mr.  W,  haa  lettera  fiiom  a  larye  munbM' 
ofdlctinguiAhed  Ittdiridaala,  from  varioui  pafta  of  the  United  Statea,  approring  of  the  eatabSab* 
miiUwd  ri^iMlf)f|hftiksBMf,aebaa  nlatiheyQvaviir  Mr.  W*  f^ea  geaHenr*  frem  fwiem 
parta  of  thia  State.    Bays  the  latter  fentleman  in  hia  late  Circular : 

'««fbSbo  wishing  tb  obtain  teachers  through  thia  medium,  will  be  expected  to  deaeribelfa* 
lofeaU^  of  their  aehoQl  the  period  for  which  U  iatohe  htpClhepEV^bebtomunher^trf  adwlan. 
the  branchea  of  learning  to  be  taught,  the  amount  of  remuneration  to  be  allowed,  and  all  <^cr, 
pmlletalara  of  moment  tb  ihe  candidate  for  employmenl  Appttcadons  fbr  iihi»  purpose,  either 
pataonal or  I9  prepaid  lellan,  addretaad  to «be  "Tuohsb**  Aaswar.  Jtkmon.**  wsn  b« 
promptly  and  auitably  attoided  to.    Application  from  teachers  will  likewif  e  recdre  doe  aft- 
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bpt)}  of  wkicl^  pl»Q^  uaioo  »abpaU  Iatq  repeotly  b9«o  ettubUsh^d*. 
Several  teachers  will  be  emplqyed  in  e%ck  qf  those  •cboolSf  Qod 
principals  are  sought  £6r,  competent  to  tdke  the  charge  of  an  aca- 
dequcal  institution  of  a  high  order,  and  to  qualify  young  men  for 
the  University.  I  am  advised  that  salaries  from  $500  to  $700  a 
year  will  be  paid  to  men  competent  to  take  the  charge  of  these  in- 
stitutions. 

A  Union  School  has  recently  been  opened  in  Coldwater,  Branch 
county,  with  three  departments  and  as  many  teachers.  These  un- 
ion school  houses  are  generally  two  stories  high,  and  will  accom- 
modate from  150  to  400  scholars,  and  in  some  <ases  agreaternum- 
ber.  Those  already  built  in  this  state,  fl«>  fkr  as  I  have  been  in* 
fiam#d,  hate  ooit  from  one  tboustfnd  (#  thiw  thousand  dollars 
ojith. 

0.    OOWMON   SCHOOLS  IN  DBTmOIT. 

^y  an  act  passed  at  the  session  of  lS4t.  the  chy  of  Detroit  Was^ 
itnHed  into  a  ringle  sdiool  ^strict,  and  ft  Board  of  SdacMfkm  was 
organiaced,  with  fuH  powers  over  the  whole  subject  of  Common 
School  Education  withm  the  bounds  of  said  city.  By  the  same 
act.  the  authorities  thereof,  were  authorized  to  enforce  a  tax  of 
one  dollar  for  each  child  in  the  city  between  the  ages  of  live  and 
seventeen  years,  for  the  benefit  of  schools. 

'fiia  system  has  been  in  operation  five  yoars,  and  commencing, 
with  six,  has  now  fourteen  schools  in  .op^ration^  of  ^Ifich  |^n  9re 
taught  by-femalesi  and  four  by  males.  The  total  amount  of  pro- 
pe^ty  which  the  Board  possessed  at  the  time  of  their  Qfgani;i(atiou» 
WES  one  well'nigh  woithless  school  honse»  on  a  leased  lot,  which 
waft  unfenced*  Tb*j-  have  now  r^pl  mmt^whiqhtM  it  m>ihit9fi% 
«i«i«MlSt  »•  itfoith  ain  thonsstnd  dMlaos«  Th* MmI anMlimof  jr«« 
ccdpta  0f  the  BoMrd,  fix>ai  all  BOBMea*  foe  tbu  lastifive'.yeen^  hta^ 
been  eighteen  thooftand  two  hno^rdd  and  sevemty  dollflirs.  (Tho 
siirn  paid  for  Teachers  the  current  year,  is  three  thohsand  -fi^ 
hundred  dollars.  The  number  of  children  enrolled  for  the  Vst 
quarter,  was  something  over  fifteen  hundred.  The  average  attend- 
ance  was  about  twelve  hundred.  These  schools  are  kept  in  ope- 
ration the  whole  year,  at  ati  expense,— including  fuel,  repairs,  rept^ 
insurance,  &c. — of  something  over  four  thousand  dollam.     The. 
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incotde  of  the  Boarfl  the  itntttfid  ya&r,  fa  four  titofttmid  Mveii  hoti- 
dred  mti  nx  dbltatB.    TBe  sdiools  are  kept  partly  in  sdio'o]  hooB- 
es  built  b;^  Atf  Board,  aed  partly  in  rented  rooma,  seme  of  i*Md 
are  entirely  unfit  for  school  rooms,'    The  greatest  inconVeniencea 
the  Board  labor  under,  atise  fhom  the  Want  bf  suitable  adiool 
houses.    With  the  means  which  they  have  possessed,  the  Board  hare 
accomplished  more  than  could  have  been  reasonably  expected  of 
them.     The  average  annual  expense  per  scholar,  is  a  fraction  over 
three  and  a  half  dollars.     As  these  schools  form  a  part  of  the 
school  syateni  of  the  State,  although  not  under  the  immediate  ju. 
nsdictioB  of  the  Superintendenti  it  is  deenied  not  ifltfeproper  to  em- 
bmcia  tbiaatatetieQt  i»  the  body  of  his  report. 

'  I  may  be  pemrftled  be^e  briefly  to  allude  to  Uie  ptibHc  adMMPfe 
of  Chicago.  These,  like  the  schools  of  Detroit,  are  Jree,  Tbers 
are  now  three  publie  aebool  Rouses  m  Chi«ago« .  eracted  at  an  ex* 
p^iiseto  the  aity«  of  neady  tmftq\y  thoiiaand  doOars^  lodead.  die 
first  conunon  acfao^  hoese  built  in  Ae  city  coat  about  half  thia 
sum*  It  it  built  of  brick,  is  sixty  feet  by  eighty  on  the  ground, 
and  two  stories  high  of  fourteen  feet  each,  beijides  an  attic,  and  a 
basement  above  ground,  eight  feet  in  the  clear.  This  house  will 
accommodate  about  seven  hund  red  children.  The  other  tWo  houses 
are  built  of  brick,  though  somewhat  smaller  than  the  first.  The 
principals  of  these  schools  have,  for  several  years  past,  received 
five  hundred  dollars  a  year,  though  I  am  informed  their  salaries  have 
been  raised  to  seven  or  eight  hundred  dollars. 

These  schooT  houses,  for  beauty  of  architecture,  and  firmnesa 
and  durability  of  material,  are  perhaps  not  surpassed  by  any  bnifd- 
itigk  in  the  city,  public  or  private.  The  teachers,  too;  stand  as  high 
in  tbcrir  ptcles*ion, — Und  diiui'sedly,-^at  tneifciberB  o^  any  of  the 
oclief  proftwionlB  dd  in  iheirs.  I  tUnk  tlw  fPB^  pabtte  acfaMia  ef 
tUo  oity  nnaorpaaiedt  bi  tbotvo^meBa  ef  iostruaii6ti  aad  general 
good  order,  by  any  aclmel8»  p^Uie  or  private^  with  which  I  am 
aeq^fintjed.  They,  constitute  the  pride  of  the  city.  They  have 
done  more  toiirards  increasing  the  value  of  real  estate,  in  their  re- 
spective wards,  than  any  other  improvements  that  have  been  made 
in  the  city.  Of  this  I  am  well  assured  by  the  most  extensive  deal- 
ers in  real  estate  in  the  city. 

Nothing  short  of  a  visit  to  these  schools  can  give  an  adequate 
idea  of  their  beneficial  influence.     After  witnessing  the  exercisea 


of  an  ioteresting  class  of  St^^m  ^Afilkf^t  )>elwaeii  the  ages  of  nine 
und  twelYa  yeqirs,  I  was  to)4  by  tbe  taa^^^r.tbat  six  ^U^reot  radons 
wero  represented  in  the  obi^s.  Stijl,  I  pan  trulj  say,  I  never  wit- 
nessed better  discipline,  or  more  perfect  system  and  order,  than  in 
one  of  these  schools,  where  several  hundred  children  were  in  at- 
tendance. When  school  was  dismissed,  these  children  retired  from 
the  school  room,  and  went  to  their  several  residences,  with  all  that 
sense  of  propriety  and  love  of  good  order,  which  it  is  possible  to 
imagtoe* 

But  for  these  schools,  many  of  those  children  would  grow  to 
years  in  ignorance  and  crime,  who,  through  the  influence  of  this 
noble  charity,  vnll'  become  intelligent  and  virtuous,  and  obtain  the 
necessary  qualifications  to  act  well  their  part  as  citizens  of  a  free 
and  independent  state,  in  vrhose^rec schools  Ihey  are  now  nurtured. 

Not  only  are  the  children  elevated  in  the  scale  of  intellectual,  so- 
cial and  moral  being,  by  these  schools,  but  through 'the  influence 
of  children  attending  them,  th^ir  de^nde^  parents^  in  not  a  few  in- 
stances, have  been  reformed  and  become  law  abiding  subject^. 
Of  this,  too,  I  am  well  assured  by  many  witnesses.  These  schools, 
then,  instead  of  being  burdensome,  constitute  a  kind  of  insurance 
against  ignorance  and  crime  not  only,  but  against  taxes  for  the  sup- 
port of  paupers  and  criminals. 

Tfaeascvemarks  have  not  beesi  introdneed  for  the  pnvpoee  ef  pio- 
nosmaing  a  panegyric  upon  the  schools  of  Cbioafo.  They  have 
radler  been  introduced  to  ^ow  the  beneficial  influence  of  liberally 
maintaining  free  public  schopls,  even  under  inauspteioos  circum- 
stances. 

What  these  schools  have  accomplished  for  Chisago,  in  a  few  brief 
years,  the  schools  of  Detroit,  with  their  excellent  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, would  soon  attain  to,  had  the  Board  the  meaps  of  providing 
the  necessary  school  houses,  and  employing  a  Superiintendent  to 
taHe  the  general  supervision  of  their  schools. 

TJIO'  scbooto  of  every  village  of  the  State,  with  a  popakfkm  ^ 
two  or  three  thousand,  might  also,  by  die  use  of  Ifae  satnrineafft, 
become  equally  good.  If  the  publicataon  of  iliese  statements  shall 
tend  to  arouse  a  generous  rivalry  among  the  otdxens  of  the  various 
eities  and  villages  of  the  North  West,  and  especially  in  our  own 
State,  my  object  in  their  introduction  will  be  accomplished. 
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The  jAiee  where  our  counfry^s  yooth  r^eive  their  Ant  instruc- 
tion, and  where  nineteen  twentieths  of  them  complete  their  scho1as> 
tic  training,  claims  early  attention.  We  may  then  profitably  dwell 
upon  the  condition  of  our  common  school  houses, 

1.  Location,    In  some  instances  school  houses  are  favorably 

located,  being  situated  on  4ry»  hai*d  grqund,  in  a  retioed  though 
central  part  of  the  district,  in  the  midst  of  a  natural  or  artificial 
grove.  But  they  are  usually  located  without  reference  to  taste,  or 
the  health  and  comfort  of  teacher  or  children.  They  are  generally 
on  one  comer  of  public  roads,  and  sometimes  adjacent  ta  a  coop* 
ers  shop,  or  between  a  blacksmith's  shop  and  a  ssiw-mill.  They 
are  not  unfrequently  placed  upon  an  acute  angle,  where  a  road 
forks,  and  sometimes  in  turning  that  angle  tlie  travel  is  chiefly  be- 
hind the  school  house,  leaving  it  on  a  small  triaQgle,  bounded  on  all 
sides  by  public  roads. 

At  other  times  the  school  house  is  situated  on  a  low  and  worth- 
less piece  of  ground,  with  a  sluggish  stream  of  water  in  its  vicinity, 
which  sometimes  even  passes  under  the  school  house.  The  comfort 
and  health  even  of  children  are  thus  sacrificed  to  the  parsimony  of 
their  parents. 

Scholars  very  generally  step  from  the  school  house  directly  into 
die  highway.    Indeed,  sehool  hooaee  are  freqaeotly  <»no  half  in 
the  highway,  and  the  other  half  in  the  adjacent  fields  as  thangfc 
they  were  unfit  for  either.  This  is  the  case  even  in  some  of  our  prin- 
cipal villages. 

School  houses  are  sometimes  situated  in  the  middle  of  the  high- 
way, a  portion  of  the  travel  being  on  each  side  of  them.  When 
scholars  are  engaged  in  their  recreations,  they  are  exposed  to  bleak 
winds  and  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  one  portion  of  the  year, 
and  the  scorching  rays  of  the  meridian  sun  another  portion.  More- 
over,  their  recreations  must  be  conducted  in  the  street,  or  they  tres- 
pass upon  their  neighbors'  premises.  Such  situations  can  hardly 
be  expected  to  exert  the  most  favorable  iofioenoe  iipev  tfao  babits 
and  chamcter  of  the  rising  g^nertlion. 

We  pursue  a  very  different  poUcy  in  loci^tiDg  a  chiir«li»  a  court 
hon4a,or*a  dweUii^  And  should  we  not  pursue  an  equally  wise 
and  liberal  policy  i^  locating  the  cU^ript  idkool  hquac  1 

In  this  State  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  in  every  town- 
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«Mp  at«  tpt>M)iritte>t  td  the  Mippert  of  «cr»iMn  MtN$€fl«<  SuppoM 
tkere  are  ten  aeboeldktrleu  in  a  towtMbip,  thk  wottM  Mow  sixty- 
^Mir  aerrii  to  every  iehool  dfiatrict.  It  would  Beeni  tbat  when  dMe 
general  goferament  has  appropriated  m^y-fouf  acn$  to  eieaie  a 
Anid  lor  the  support  of  schools,  that  each  district  might  set  apart 
mm  iiiort  as  a  site  for  a  school  house.  Once  more  :  one  school  dis- 
trict usually  contains  not  less  than  twenty-fite  hundred  acres  of 
laaid.  le  it  asking  too  much  to  set  apart  ofM  acre  as  a  site  Ibr  a 
eohooY  house  in  which  the  minds  of  the  children  of  the  district 
•ball  be  cultivated,  when  twmti/'Jbiir  huitdred  and  ntnety-nine  ^erUA 
are  appropriated  to  clothing  and  feeding  their  hadki  t 

I  would  respectMly  suggest  and  even  vrge  tlie  propriety  of  loca- 
'ting  ^  school  bouse  on  a  piece  of  trm  ground  of  liberal  dimeil- 
sioM,  aad  of  enclosing  the  same  with  a  suitable  fence.  The  eoclo- 
avre  should  be  set  out  with  shade  trees,  unless  provided  vrith  those 
of  nature's  own  planting.  Scholars  would  then  enjoy  their  pastinie 
in  a  pleasant  and  healthful  yard,  where  they  have  a  righ^  to  he, 
protected  HUke  from  the  scorching  sun  and  the  wintry  blast 
They  need  then  no  longer  be  hunted  as  trespassers  upon  their  neigh- 
b<He'  premises,  as  they  now  too  frequently  are. 

2.  8ize  and  Respiration,*  Although  there  is  a  great  variety  in 
liie  dimensions  of  school  houses,  yet  there  are  few  less  than  sixteen 
by  eighteen  feet  on  the  ground,  and  fewer  still  larger  than  twenty- 
four  by  thirty  feet  Exclusive  of  entry  and  closets,  when  they  are 
furnished  with  these  appendages,  school  houses   are  not  usually 


*The  tabptaDcd  of  that  portion  of  this  report  which  rolntet  to  school  houtea.  wm  orifinallj 
prepared  by  the  underaignod  in  1842,  und  constituted  a  part  of  his  annual  report  as  Superin- 
tendent of  Common  Schools  for  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y  ,for  the  same  year.  This  report  was 
published  in  the  Awembly  Documsnts  of  that  State  in  1843.  and  was  widely  eirculatcd  not  only 
in  New  York,  but  to  some  extent  in  othor  States  of  the  Union.  The  accuracy  of  the  views 
herein  expressed  in  relation  to  "Respiration,"  "Ventilation,"  and  kindred  topics,  has  nerer  to 
my  knowledge,  been  questioned.  On  the  other  hand,  their  importance  has  been  admitted  by 
the  scientific,  and  especially  by  mci^berA  of  the  medical  profession.  They  are  now  republished 
(with  some  slight  modifications,)  at  the  request  of  several  worthy  members  of  that  professioa. 
The  following  communication  on  this  subject  is  published  with  the  permission  of  its  author,  Dr. 

Pitcher,  of  Detroit: 

•^morr,  December  ISO,  1SI7. 

Hnttof  lyaeif  deHy  eppotlaiilrtae  of  okiendiig  how  fisw  there  ere  irho  hate  elee 
tions  of  tlie  influence  of  air  and  temperature  on  Ike  heeMh  of  Ae  huMan  body,  1  tmi 
•it  MtiHiheluidkif  year  own  deoMeef  the  expedinicy,  toerfe  yon  to  xaimbllih  ttmtpert  of 
your  Report  written  with  e  view  teehew  tbeeffboti  of  respiration  upon  atmoapherieilr,  add 
the  morbid  eflfects  of  re-nsptred  air  upon  the  health  of  individuals  who  breathe  it.  Although 
meet  of  tiie  experiments  hitherto  conducted  with  a  view  to  show  the  amount  of  oxygen  ea 
•ninial  consumes  in  a  given  time  have  been  defisctive,  because  the  quantity  is  varied  by  t&e 
tonperature  and  density  of  the  air,  by  the  degree  of  motion  the  being  experimented  upon  is 
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fe^  iu^  bf^igl^  XlNQTiim  i«diiQid»i9uw»  fhniiMiiitljr  «ip«B»r  thn 
Itrgar.  .  Sc^ool.houQw  of  these  dimeiiiiiHwIiav^  a  eepec&j  of  thise 
;|hpMi|Mid  Ihree  biwdred  and  «Uly  m^ic  feeti  fu)d  am  usurUj  oc- 
^i^pied  by  at  leaet  foit^-^ve  A«bolan  io  (he  winter  aeuoiu  }^oc 
ttOifreqi)6Btlj  sixty  or  eeventy,  apd  occMioD^Uy  more  then  a  hiiB- 
dn»d  «oboJaM  occupy  a  room  of  tbU  aica. 

A  simple  ariibmetical  computatioQ  will  abiMideotly  setiBfy  may 
parson  wbo  ia  acquaiDted  vrith  tbe  composition  of  tbe  atmosphen* 
the  influence  of  respiration  upon  its  fitneas  to  sustain  eaiael  Ufc. 
and  the  quantity  of  air  tbat  enters  the  lungs*  at  eaob  inspinMien* 
.tbat  a  school  room  ef  the  preceding  dimeaaiooA  does  aofcoonudn  a 
.fittftaient.<|Dfpitity  of  air  to  sipstun  the  beatfiy  leepisalicMi  ef  mr^tk 
firi^Jm  schohrsi  three  hoiifrs«  the  usual  leegth  ef  each  eeesion; 
aad  fnsqnently  the  scbod  hou#e  ui  imperfectly  rentilated  between 
the  seysjipiMi  et  noon»  or  indeed«  for  eeveral  djsys  in  s«cceesion. 

It  isiMcertained  by  analysis*  that  the  air  we  breetbe  is  composed 
chicily  of  the  two  gases  oxygen  and  nUrogm^  united  in  the  ratio  of 
one  to  four  by  volume,  with  exceedingly  small  and  variable  qnen* 
tities  of  carbonic  acid  and  -aqueous  vapor.  No  othor  mixture  of 
tlieae  or  any  other  gases  will  sustain  healthy  raspiratioo.  The 
chief  chexoical  propetties  of  the  atmosphere  are  owing  to  the  pres- 
ence of  oo^oi.  NUrogaHf  which  constitutes  about  four-fifths  of  ito 
volume,  has  been  supposed  to  act  as  a  mere  dilmaH  to  tbe  otr^gm. 
Increase  the  proportion  of  oxygen  in  the  atmosphere,  and  the  cij^ 

■ubjccted  to.  whediar  from  Inbor  or  exercise,  by  the  amoantand  quality  of  food,  by  the  reUtiTe 
warmth  of  clothing,  and  also  by  the  time  within  which  the  food  is  taken ;  yoa  hare  tUoatrated 
so  clearly  the  importance  of  pure  atmospheric  air  to  our  physical  weU  being,  and  tbe  conae- 
quent  danger  of  confining  children  by  fifties  or  hundreds  in  imperfectly  ventilated  apartmnti 
for  hours  in  succession,  that  I  hope  you  will  not  permit,  by  reason  of  any  doubt  in  your  own 
mind  of  the  expediency  of  publtching.  the  benefits  of  your  remarks  to  be  lost  to  those  who 
have  thr  management  of  our  common  schools. 

My  refiectlone  at  maturer  age,  based  upon  experience  in  early  life  of  the  eflvcta  of  te 
crowded  school  room,  have  satisfied  me  that  the  seeds  of  disease  are  sometimes  planted  there. 
Tou  cannot,  therefore,  in  my  humble  opinion,  impress  the  necessity  of  free  ventilation  in  school 
hoQscs  and  private  dwellings  top  strongly  upon  the  public  mind,  the  more  especially  so^asmeoi' 
ban  of  tbe  medical  profiossioii  are  already  constructing  hypotheses,  based  upon  wnue  of  the 
obeervatlons  of  that  extraordinary  man,*  tlie  appearance  of  whoae  worka  oo  Orgaale  CfceiMlillj 
if«MlllBlMin«fmlQiHlai«laolaMe,ilM«MMtofiiMthUtoahow  that  ooMWMylteii 
lioBod  by  an  exowalT*  oaddaiton  of  liio  blood. 

In  iho  hope  thotoor  wImmI  odttooa  aftj  not  bo  cwatowtid  inocoordo^bowUfceiohi 

iyporhwii,  1  Mi  TOfy  ro^mlfoUy, 

YoorOb'tS'rt^ 

Z  PITCHSK. 
Iiu  Mathkw,  Esq.,  Sup't  Pub.  Instruction. 

*Liehig. 
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o«litibD  afad raifirttid*  become  iMifmP^ii  witi^9r^pimmgmm9i0f 
b^eonM  bifMj<exoitad ;  dmmiA  the  proportion  of  oxygeoi  and 
tbe  ciroQlatvyn  wd  reapiratioD  hecome  too  shw,  weaknefls  and  lassi- 
tudeensue,  and  a  Bense  of  beavinesB  and  uneasincM  pervades  the 
eetinB  systeoi.  Air  hsett  during  each  reapiration,  a  portion  of  its 
oxt^^eiif  aqd^at^  an  equal .  quantity  of  carbonic  acid,  which  is  an 
/active  jfoiton.  When  ix»xed  with  atmospheric  air  in  the  ratio  of 
one  to  four,  it  extinguishes  animal  life.  It  is  this  gas  that  is  produ- 
ced ^7  burning  charcopj  in  a  confined  portion  of  common  air.  Its 
0Qectri4px>n^e jystew  '^  w^U  known  to  every  reader  pf  our  news* 
f^ig§x$^  s  Iteao^^W^dimpeaa  of  fag^t^  we|ikneisS|  dulness.a  difficulty 
Q[hxpf^ijp§fmiA  ttUj^peately  agpfh^  and  death, , 

.  *l>pspii'Bfie«  ptodpoev.tWi'Bajne  elect  iipo«  air  aa  tbe  bunring* of 
charcoal  does.  It  converts  its  oxygen,  which  is  (be  aUmeiit  of  aoir 
nal  lifc,  into  eaipbonie  aeU*  wyeli»  lei  it.  be  renaemberadi  ia  air  ac- 
tive peisoii.  Saya  I>r.  Tocaor  \\k  bit  eeiebrkted  vrork  on  cbegoiir 
try,  '*Ati  animal  oannot  liire  in  air  which  ia  anabla'to  support  .ocrtti* 
buition;''  fiayaiiiw'satiieatttlwr-agait), *^AIi  aninaleaimot  li?ei^ 
Jtki  wbiehiOonfaiBs  apfficieob  carbonic  aciid  for  axtiegoiifaiog  a  €iaft- 
dle."    it  will  present  be  seen  why  Hiese  quotations  are  madew 

It  ia  stated- in  several  medical  works  that  tbe  qoantity  €tf  air  that 
enters  Ae  Isags  aft  each  inspiration  of  an  adults  varies  from  tbivty- 
•iwe  .10  forty 'CuM«  imbeaw.    To  establiah  mere  definitdy  aottedafia 
Jttpon  which  a  oakulafcian  might  safely  be  baaed;  I  conducted  ad  ex- 
perinent  whereby  I  aseertained  tbe  medium^  and  (very  nearly) 
tt&ifbrm  quantity  of  air  that  entered  tbe  longa  of  myself  and  four 
young  men,  was  thirty-six  cubic  ittehes»  and  that  respbratiofi  is  t^ 
peated  once  in  three  seeonda,  or  twenty  times  aminnte.    I  ilso 
«aeertained  that  rtspimlairwill  noi  ntpparteombudion.    This  trudi, 
taken  in  conneettom  wiA  the  quotations  just  nnade,  estaUisbes  air- 
other  stnd  more  impavtaarttvatbt  vis:  that  otr  ottc^reqfindwiU  mat 
Jmiikmr  natum  ammdUiifk.     That  part  of  the  experiment  by  wbidi 
-it  was  aaeeitainoi  lAiat  reapired  ahr  wfllnot  support  ^eorobustipa, 
waa  oonducted  aa  fellows  ^-^ 

I  introduced  a  Hgbted  taper  into  an  inverted  receiver,  wMdi 
eontatned  seven  qnaits  of  atmoapheric  air,  and  placed  the  mooth 
of  tbe  receiver  into  a  vessel  of  water.    Tbe  taper  bunit  with  ita 
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wbriH»d  brillliraey  ^boiM  m  ndinito,  ftiid,  gi^witt|r<'^  grttdaiflf^te* 
i^anie  extinct  at  the  expiration  of  diree  miniitee.  I  th#n  ffiM  1^9 
receiver  with  water,  and  inverting  it,  placed  its  mbiith' beneath  the 
'surface  of  the  same  fluidf  in  another  vessel.  I  next  removed  Ae 
water  from  the  receiver  bjr  supplying  its  place  with  respired  aSr^ 
exhaled  through  an  inverted  syphon.  1  then  introduced  ttie  Bgb^ 
ed  taper  into  the  receiver  of  respired  aif,  by  which  it  was  tnunetK* 
atdy  extinguished.  Several  persbiis  present  dien  reccdvied  a  qutto* 
tity  of  respired  air  into  their  lungs,  wfaereupoli  the  premoiritOTy 
symptoms  of  apoplexy,  as  already  given,  ensued.  The  experi* 
meint  was  conducted  wilih  mnpfa  care,  and  sev^t'd  timet  repeated, 
indie  presence  of  a  rerspectable  member  of  the  medfeilproftsatoin, 
a  pMftttor  of  dMiitfsCryt  Md  Mvertl  tiltfaiy  ^n>lwmi»  to  Am 
^titiro  saiisfacuoii; 

-  Upon  the resalt ef  tbisi expaiii«ur»  whidi  aygea  wiA. the  itiie 
'metica  (fBoted'A*om  Tamer't  01iemietry«  ate  based  ther  tMommg 
iMdenlation  and  eonolosiDn :  ^l^  Tke  qnaatlty  «f  air  breatked  faj 
iMtyofi^  pefBom  in  three  faimm,:n  tkrte  tboasmid  three  bvndted 
attd  aev«nty^ftre  cable  feet  fl.  Air  ooee  respired  will  mit  rascaisi 
animal  Ufii.  3.  The  school  room  was  estimalod  to  possess  a  citpao* 
liy  of tiiree  thousand  three  himdrsd  and  siKty  cobic  feet,  fifteen  feet 
less  than  is  necessary  to  sustain  heaWhy  lespiratkm.  4^  Were 
ibrty^ve  peraons,  whose  hings  possess  tbe  esthnated  capacity,  pl»> 
ced  in  an  air*tight  rocmi  of  the  preceding  dimensions,  and  oodd 
tb'ey  braalii  pure  sirtill  it  was  onoe  resptrad,  and  then  enter  apon 
its  second  respitation,  ihep  t^oM  mU  die  wkk  apqpkxj^  h^cn  iht 
eagnnUian  tfa  ikntlunmf  mmmu 

Frbm  the  nature  of  the  ossCi  these  oondiliocis  cannot  confen- 
ientlybe  fulfiUed.  B«t  nanserous  instances  of  fearibl  approaissa- 
•tion  exist  We  have  no  ai^tight  hoases.  But  in  oar  latitude)  oem- 
feet  leqiurcis  tliat  rooms  whid^  are  te*  ha  occupied  by  cktldven  in 
&e  winier  season,  be  made  very  dose.  Tbe  dimensions  af  leoaaa 
are;  mtoaover,  fraqoaady  aarrewdd*  tbat  tbe  virra  basath  majr  di> 
minish  the  amount  of  fuel  necessary  to  preserve  a'  coaifonahfe 
tafeaperatatv,  whansby  the  •«s^psa#0  may  *b6  ditolnishad*    Th»  qaan- 

tity  efaii'wlichdbildcen  breathe  i^somawibat  lesstfaaalbaveastima- 
48d.    But  the-  derangement  resekiaig  feam  baeathinf  taqm%.airy  to 
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tbmr  fiMOi  b  greater  thao  in  tb^  cuve  qf  adMUi.  yrh^e  cQi;ieti(«|t|>ii8 
^re  matoredft.fMid  who  n^re  boace  Iom  stiacqitibla  of  iiyury.  Jt.ii 
also  truQ«  ip  many  scbools,  that  the  number  in  attendance  is  C9n8id- 
eraU^r  greater  than  I  have  estimated*  Moreover*  in  many  instan^ 
cefi,  a  .great  proportion  of  the  larger  scholars  will  respire  the  esti- 
mated  quantity  of  air.  Again;^all  the  air  in  the  room  is  not  respired 
omsef  before  a  portion  of  it  is  bcea^ied  the  second,  or  even  th€i 
tAird  or  f^wik  time.  The  atmosphere  is  not  suddenly  changed 
ijnom  puri^  to  impwrity,  from  ^  beslth&I  to  an  iniectiotts  state. 
Were  ij;  so,  the  chapge  bmog  more  percep^ble,  would  b^.  s^en  ^nd 
f^  loo>  and  a  remsdin  would  be  90Ug^t  and  applied.  But  becausj^ 
t)i8  cfaapge  is  g^oal,  it  is  not  the  les^  fefir&l  inlts  cons/sqf2eucc|s*  Ijgi 
%ro9m  oc^miied  by  fprty-five  perK^ps,.^  JirU  mwilte,  ihii^^^^i 
thousand  four  hujadred  cubic  inches  of  i^ir  import  theii:  e^i^t^Q 
vitality  to  soplfuulvumal  Ufpit  m^  BiM)g)iQg  v«Uh  the  if(|N:Mp^f^ 
of  the  room,  proportionably  deteriota^  the  vbote  Qiais*  Tipua 
ase  abwAuatly  aoira  in  oeriy  Ufe  Ibd  firnitlel.' aeisda ^f  ikmmmmi 
prenatttre  death.  * 

This  detail  shows  oo»cliisively»  eofieieB^  cmis^  ft>r  that  uaeMg^ 
listless  state  of  feelSng  which  is  so  prevalent  in  crowded  sehoet 
.  rooms.    It  explains  why  eblldfen  who  are  docile  at  home,  are  Vflk-* 
chievous  in  schdol ;  and  why  those  who  are  troablesome'  at'  hotne^ 
are  unmanageable  at  school.    It  discloses  the  tfne  cause  why  so* 
many  teachers  who  are  pleasant  and  amiable  in  the  ordinary  do- 
mestic and  social  relations,  are  sour  and  fretfhl  in  the  schooj  room. ' 
The  ever  active  chUdren  who  cannot  study  successfully,  engage  in- 
mischief  as  their  only  altematire.    The  irritable  teaclier,  who  eail 
hardly  look  with  complaisance  upon  good  behaviur,  is  disposetf 
tQ  magnify  the  most  trifling  departures  from  the  rules  'of  propriety." 
The  scholars  are  continually  becoming  more  ungovernable,  and  the 
teacher  more  unfit  to  govern  them.     Thus  broils  are  geqerated 
which  foment  till  an  unbappy  explosion  ensues.    Week  after  weidk^ 
the  scholars  become,  less  and  leas  attached  to  their  teacher,  an4  ]i(^ , 
in  turn,  becomes  less  interested  in  them.  -  The  trustees  and  patrons^ 
become  dissatisfied,  and  what  ia  thAreauk  ?    Very  imn  UMubfiTh 
especially  male  teachers,  have  the  charge  of  the  samb  school  mote 
than  one  season,  and  not  unfreqiMUtly^they  leave  before  .theiff  tia» 
of  service  expires. 
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ThiB  detail  explains  also  why  so  many  cbiMren  are  unable  to 
Ettehd  school  at  all,  or  become  unwell  so  soon  after  commencing  to 
attend,  when  their  health  is  suftcient  to  engage  in  other  parsuits. 
The  number  of  scholars  answering  this  description  is  greatar  than 
most  persons  are  aware  of.  In  one  district  in  this  county,*  it  b  ac- 
knowledged  to  be  emphatically  true  in  the  case  of  not  less  than 
twenty-Jive  achdtars.  Indeed,  in  that  Aame  district,  more  than  cmt 
JUmdred  scholars  annually  suffer  sensible  inconvenience  from  occu- 
pying an  old  and  partially  decayed  housei  of  too  narrow  dtmen* 
sions,  with  very  limited  facilities  fbr  ventilation.  The  evil,  al- 
though known,  is  sufibred  to  exist,  notwithstanding  f!he  district  is 
Worth  more  than  three  hundred  thousand  doHars.  And  wiiat  is 
true  of  this  school,  is,  with  a  fbw  variations,  trxi^  in  the  ease  of  se- 
vbral  btfaets.  It  ateo  explains  why  the  busitiess  ofteaehing  has  ac- 
quired, ^nAjuidy  ioo,  the  reputatiott  of  being  mitiealtliy. 

There  i»^  however,  no 'reckon  wltythte  hesilfa  of  eit|ierteacfa«ror 
^ii)psk«lMUld.eodiier  fail  ink  well  regulated  aehool,  ftight  in  a 
house  properly  constructed,  and  suitably  wanned  'and  ventiltaJ, 
tl^ioahnastafeiy  oilwr  hosiiieaw.    If  it  were  nei  ao,  •&  untin* 
anM^aU0.  ^ffument   migkt  be  framed  against:  the  existence  of 
aob^lsft  and  it  might  clearly  be  shown  that  it  ia^  policy,  nay,  du^  to 
<^kiiNi»  at  once  and  forever,  the  three  thoasand  school  houses  of 
Michigan,  and  the  80,000  of  the  nation,  and  leave  the  rising  gen- 
eration to  *'  penah  for  lack  of  knowledge."    But  our  condition,  in 
thia  respect,  is  not  hopeless.    The  evil  in  question  may  be  eSbctu- 
atty  rem^ied  by  one  or  both  of  the  following  methods :     1.  By 
enlarging  the  house.    2.  Which  is  easier,  cheaper  and  more  effect- 
ujsl,  by  frequent  and  thorough  ventilation.    It  would  be   well, 
however,  to  unite  the  two  methods. 

Before  dismissing  this  subject,  I  will  refer  to  a  school  which  I 
visited  during  the  winter  of  1841-2,  in  which  the  magnitude  of  the 
evil  under  consideration  was  clearly  developed.  Five  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  district  attended  me  in  my  visit  to  the  school.  We  ar- 
rived at  the  school  house  about  the  middle  of  the  afternoon.    It 


^TlMllttig«af«9rd|««riglaalr«pMtlfr«iaMd«lMMkinehaBfed.  WltolmufrMtfte 
•ebools  of  that  oountj*  it  iimp  •«•  oi  the  KhooU  is  many  couDtiea  of  thia  itiM.  In  the  dialrkt 
rtletred  to  thay  hare  alnee  erected  a  larfe  and  commodioua  nnioi^  tchool  houM,  which  cooiti« 
at  OBM  the  prMo  aiul  •naacat  of  fheir  tUli^ 
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w«0  A  dose*  new  house,  eightebn  bytwenty-foar  feetonthegrQUnd 
-^Hvrofteik  lets  in  one  directioiivthftn  Ae  house  eoooeriiitig  viWeh 
tUe.cdOttlaliott  U'lnado.  There. wefe  prteent foit^^bfee «dii6lMi^ 
ibf^  t4i«f)|0r>  S?e  pfitroiif  and  my^^f,  makliig.^y  in  $U.  Ifiiio«l& 
afiely  after  eoteriog  the.  sctiool  bf^s^t  one  of  the  trvsteefl  ,reiiiarli94 
to  me,,  *^  I  believe  our  ^qhool  bouse  48  too  ti^ht  Co  be  ^ealt^y.''  J. 
made  no  reply,  but  secretly  resplved,  that  I  would  sacrifice,  Wf 
comfort  for  the  remainder  of  the  afternoon,  and  hazard  my  health, 
and  my  life  even,  to  test  the  accuracy  of  the  opinipus  X  bad  enter- 
tained on  this  important  subject!  T  mai;ked  the  uneasiness  and 
dullness  of  all  present,  and  especiarty  of  the  patrons,  who  had  beep 
accustomed  fo  breathe' a  purer  atmosphere/  School'  continued  an 
"hour  aiida  haTf["atthe  close  of  wWch  I  was  "fhviteJtb  make  some 
^morks.  I'arOee  to  do  so,  bwt  was  orti able  t^  prbcehd,  till'*I 
openeJ  tlMOiiMf  d^mr,  and  aiioAM, '  a  few  tliiietf,  'the  purer  «tff 
withoQt.  .'When  I  h«d  partiftlfy  recaveredfoiy'woiitM'vigiM',  ( tjhr 
esnred,  williMigte,  ihe  foiioritkig  iQ6Qefioe  of  the  envrmbrof  laiv 
thateoftwml'tlie-^^topr,  liittg^ing  yrt^'and  gndaaffy  dnfjkehkg^llm 
fliii4  polaqr}  thfl»  filled  the  rooAi,  and  wae  nb^m  to  de  tbe  week;  of 
dei|t)i*  It  seemed  as  tl^QUgh  I  w^m  stwdiog  al^  the  movifk  ff>h 
huge  sepulchre,  in  which  the  dead  were  b^ifig  restof^d  &9  .Ki% 
After  a'Short  pause,  I  proceeded  with  a  few  remarks,  chiefly,  hoytr 
ever,  on  the  subjects  of  raspiration  and  ventilation.  .  The  trustees^ 
who  had  just  tested  their  accuracy  and  bearing  upon  their  comfort 
and  health,  resolved  immediately  to  provide  for  ventilation  accord* 
ing  to  the  suggestions  about  to  be  given. '  When  I  next  heard 
from  the  neighborhood,  their  arrangements  were  effected.  !l^efbre 
leaving  the  house  on  that  occasion,  I  was  informed  an  evening 
meeting  had  been  attended  there  the  preceding  week,  which  they 
were  obliged  to  dismiss  before  the  ordinary  exercises  were 
eonehided,  beesuse,  as  they  seid,  **  we  all  got  sick,  and  the  caudles 
wens  almost  out."  Little  did  they  raaltae,  probably,  that  the^ligltt 
of  Ufe  becaisie  just  as  yearly  exiinct  as  did  the  eaodles.  Had  thegf 
lemained  thei^  a  Utile  longer,  both  would  have  gpoe  out  totgether/ 
and  there  would  have  been  reacted  the  memorable  tragedy  of  tbn 
Hack  Mole  in  Caleutta,  into  which  were  thrust  A  gasHsou  of  One 
hnodrad  and  ferty-six  persons*  one  hundred  and  twen^-thr^  of 
whom  perished  miserably  in  a  few  hours,  being  suffocated  by  the 
confined  air. 
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•8v  VmlMatim,  Tb#  pnMfedfiig  dMosure  loaiiiAiUtfi*  impor- 
ianM  of  fivqaent  and  ^orougli  vaatilalion.  The  cirdiiNuy  Aiefli- 
liwior  vAntilatmg  tobocrf  voomb,  are  opening  e  door,  «r  teiiHi||pthe 
Jower  «ash  of  flie  wiiidbws.  The  pretaillog  practice  wilfa|iiBlbt^ 
ionee.to  thett  ▼ootilatiqn,  i^  opl^oing  and  closing  the  door,  aa  the 
adiolan  enter  and  pass  out  of  the  school  hooae,  before  school,  da« 
ring  the  recesses,  and  at  noon.  Ventilation,  at  tmck^  I  may  aalelj 
■ay,  has  not  hitherto  been  practiced  in  one  school  in  fifty.  It  is 
tnie,  the  door  has  been  occasionally  aet  open  a  few  ninutea,  and 
the  windows  have  been  raised,  but  the  object  has  been,  either  to 
let  the  MfoiE'e  pass  out  of  the  room,  or  to  eooif  it.when  it  baa  become 
P)o  ioarm^  n<vt  to  tbntilatb  it.  Ventilation,  by  opening  a  ddor 
pt  raising  the  wiDdovrs,  is  imperfin^,  and  frequently  iijariooa.  A 
more  eActual  «id  saftr  method  of  ventilation,  is  le  lower  Ike  iip> 
ptor  sash  of  dm  windewav  or,  in  vety  odd  or  stormy  weedier,  te 
open  a  ventilator  in  the  ceiling,  and  allow  ike  vitiated  air  to  escape 
ialD  tlieettic.  In  this  caie,  there  slioiald  be  a-free  eouimauicaiion 
between  the  attic  and  the*  ontiev  ai^,  by  means  of  a  latdce  win- 
dow, or  otherwise.  A  ventOi^r  may  be  constructed  in  conneedon 
vi^th  tfie  chimney,  by  carrying  up  a  pardton  in  the  middle.  One 
Mlf  the  chimney,  in  this  case,  may  be  used  for  a  smoke  flue,  and 
die  other  half  for  a  ventilator.  But  it  may  be  asked  why  it  is  not 
just  as  well  to  raise  the  lower  sash  of  the  windows,  as  to  lower 
the  upper  ones.  There  are  two  good  reasons  why  lowering  the 
upper  sash  is  the  better  method : 

(1.)  VffUUatimi  is  mare  efectitaL  In  a  room  which  is  warmed 
^d  occupied  in  cold  weather,  the  warmer  and  more  vitiated  por> 
tioQ.  of  the  air  rises  to  the  upper  part  of  the  room,  while  the  cold- 
er and  purer  air  ooeupies  the  lower  part.  The  reason  for  this  may 
MH  be  veadily  conceived,  eepeciaU]^  when  we  consider  that  catbon^ 
te  arid,«^the  vidadng  product  ot  respitaUon.'^is  speeMcally  hea- 
vier dian  common  air.  Three  consid^Htionr  will  make  the  reason 
apparent.  1.  Gases  of  difibrent  specific  gravity  mix  nnifbrmly, 
nnder  favorable  circumstances.  It  The  carbonic  acM  which  is  ex- 
.  baled  from  the  lungs  at  about  blood  heat,  is  hence  rarlfied,  and 
specifically  lighter  thai\,  the  air  in  the  room,  which  inclines  it  to 
ascend.  3.  The  ingress  of  cold  and  heavier  air  from  without,  is 
chiefly  through  apertures  near  the  base  of  the  room.    Raising  the 
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the  room  Co  p«84  off,  while  Ibe  moto  titikted'  lii^  aboire  h  tt/t^buA* 

•Lowoiing  dM  t^por  tasti  altowB  the  impure  a(r  abo>to  to  eic8pl^» 

wbile  the  purer  Mr  belovr  remaiiM  unchange^l. 

i     (2.)  Lowering  the  upper  uA  i»  th^  ^fer  method  ^  ventSafim. 

It  Aotrooljr  alloWs  the  impure  air  more  readlljr  to  escape,  but  pro- 

'TicliM  alao  £br  th4  mora  umfi^np  diffiiaioa  of  the  pore  air  from;  wiA- 

'4m%  whldi  iakel  its  place,  fhtwifh  ibe  jopper  .part  oC  the  rooei. 

Thb  nuKnrated  Ibiit  mU  fvadoalfy  aettle-  upoa  tho  hmb  of  the 

•echolari,  giving' them  m  pttrer  asr  to  breathy  ^hile  the  ooiifcst  iif 

the  body  and  lo#er  exiMniiNB  will  feenin  «ai4jbtarhed<    TUeli 

as  it  shottU  be*    W«rm  ibec  aad  eool  fteads  eoutiibute  nfiketo 

:  physical  comfon  «>d  cleaness  of  mind.    Raising  the  lower  saih 

.of  the  windows!  endangers  the  health  ef,  aehoiirsi  exposing  those 

iriio  sit  near  th^n  to  eold$»  eaNuvAs»  e^.   Joda^dt  irhen  it^is  Tory 

;eold,  or  stormy,  lit  is  wnsife  to  Yentflstoiby.  Jamtaingille^uppdr  ses^ 

-of  Ihe  wind#ws^    At  tfoch'timeB^  pteisisilMi  abeidd  be*  made  At  llle 

esdape  of  iifapuk  air  at  the"  upper  p^n  of  the  reottr,  atid  Ibr *iih 

introduction  of  bure  air  at  fbe  loirer  pstn. 

hx  the  folloviiing  plans  for  school  houses,  proilston  H  miflb 
*for  the  introduction  of  pure  air  from  without  by  means  6f  sir 
tubes  [marked  'O.  O.]  beneath  the  floor.  The  pure  air  eii- 
ters  the  school  room  directly  under  the  stove,  and  mingling 
with  the  heated  air  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  lessons  the  intensity 
<yf  the  heat  about  the  stove,  arid  renders  the  temperature  through* 
•out  the  room  niofe  uniform.  A  flill  supply  6f  air  being  in  thik 
manner  introduced  into  the  room,  the  tendency  of  cold  air  to  rudh 
in  through  crevices  about  the  doors,  windows,  aud  elsewhere,  is 
counteracted. 

Some  writers  on  lUssulgect  have  urged  the  neoessit^  of 'Taoltt- 
latthg^  school  rodms  abov<e  ahd  befew^  or,  kr  otbdr  #ODds,'«f>pf«^ 
viding  for  the  esbape  of  mtmgtn^  (the  lighter  gas  prodoeed  bgp  to- 
jspiradon,)  through  an  apeftoire  in  or  near  tlM  ceiling/ a&d  of:  eoii- 
home  acid,  (the  If eavier  phrt  6f  respired  air,)  thvoogh*  an  apeitopte 
near  the  floor.  '  This  doctrine  is  believed  to  be  untrue  in  theory, 
and  in  practice  j  for,  as  stated  ab<;kxe,,gasaea  of  ^i^erent  ^psifific 
gravities  mix  uniformly,  under  favorable  circumstances.  The  fol- 
lowing experiments  have  been  conducted. with  reference  to  arriving 
at  the  facts  in  the  case; 
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1^9  tbr^e  .wip4o\<r4  In  froQt  of^hie,bQic«  M,rep- 
resented  in  the  figure.    If  the  box  were  di- 
vided into. three  equal  sectionsythe  doors  would 
occupy  central  positions  in  their  several  sec- 
tions.   Directly  tmck  of  each  window,  "provi- 
BT6n  id  made  fb^'hanging  a  candle  In  the'cm- 
tral  part*  of  the  %o%,  a^represeaved  in  tli«  flg^ 
'vi#e<    On  the  WckiidB  of  the  haoiion^  vaA 
-frAmtbe  top  and  botto«i»  ptoYisioQ  iaionde' 
Rfiv  ventiktiooitby  two  b«fesi  otia^iiKfa  «Mk-in 
diaiiieteri     Sponn  tendleb  vtete  uaed  in-  ibe^ 
ifitfoving.. 

/>Eitp.  1.    The  three  oftBdlei  ^ettf  tt^bttidi 
j»M   imo'tli^ir  ptao«0,  itiRt  th»  boat  -oloBed. 
-JBbfMre  the* exptraiioa  of  two.  amratai,  tbo' 
4^o .  ttppor  .etndlea  beoaqi^  ye^  a^miWy  dim, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  iaight  mina(ea»  they 
.w#ot  aol;»  the  middle  one  becomjing  oxtinct  d 
iew  «ep9nd«  before  the  upper  ope.    The  lowest 
.piiii4lQ  bup4    with   undianinisbed  brillianoy, 
(bree  ox  four  minutes,  then  growing  dim  grad- 
ually,, it  become  extinct  at  the  expiration  of 
sixteen  minutes.    The  amount  of  carbon  en- 
tering into  the  •combustion  from  the  lowest 
candle  was  somewhat  more  than  from  both  of 
the  upper  ones. . 

Exp.  2.  Two  candles  only  were  introduced. 
•Ooo  was  placed  direcdy  oppoeite  the  upper 
window,  and  the  other  was  placed  within 
•threo  inches  of  the  bottom  of  the  box.  llie 
doom  and  ventilators  ware  then  closed*  The 
upper  candle  became  extinct  before  the  lower 


•4* 


Exp.  3.    Two  candles  were    introduced, 
and  placed  directly  opposite  the  upper  and  /"*" 

lower    doors.      Tumblers  of  lime-water, —    J    /"^^ 
which  is  a  test  of  the  presence  of  carbonic  acid,-— were  placed 
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>1wHiicfcp  tb»>  ««Mb8  Md  die  doort  in  fironfc  of  then.  TMotniltt 
'both  b«nitsoiiifliwlutt'longwUi«i.«rbcii  the  MpetfniMit  wm  oM^ 
'dimad  without  httatiM^r.  Ctrbenfttte  of  hme  >i»«t  fbrniedia  b«di 
tiimUoMi  and  in  ymrj  nearly.the  mqmi  qouittties,  tlwRi  BkotHng  fbto 
.pnMno^  of  carhfloie  8atd,«--the  vitiating  product,  alllMi  of  eombntf- 
mtgk  and  rat piratioDy*— in  aaarly  tho  samo  deg^ee  in  the  opp^  ttA 
JOfver  partft  of  cibe  bax«  * 

iB4^p.4  Atioglo  «U)dle  "v?aa  placed  opfioeito  tfaeapper  door. 
..Tho  doors  js^  voMilatOip  wen»  doned,  aad  dM-tandlobunitifaiiijr 
foinutea.  A^^  T^ntilation,  a  pandit  was  pla^d  oppo^ito  the  oeo-^ 
tral.  door,  where  it  burnt  thirty-two  niput.eflu  Afior  vBnti)a(wg 
again,  a  candle  was  placed  opposite  the  lower  door»  where  it  coi^ 
tinned  burning  thirty-six  minutes. 

Exp.  5.  The  three  candles  were  lighted,  put  in  th^ir  placesi  and 
.  the  <}oors  closed,  the  ventilators  being  left  open.     After  a  few  mi- 
nutes, the  two  upper  candles  became  somewhat  dim.    The  lowest 

« 

one  continued  to  bnm  with  its  lisual  brilliancy,  and  without  any  dl- 
•liiitMition  in  4h^  si^e  of  Ae  flame.    They  continued  to  bum  in  tfab 
Manaer^  half  ah  'hc^  wkhoulf  any  petee^ible  change,  aikd  the^ 
doubtless  would  have  bwmt  in  the  samd  manner  any  length  of  tin^O. 
Upon  chMtag  the  ventilatoiv,  'the  upper  eaudio  bbmt  tbrae  minntes, 
dM  middle  oo#  two,  and  the  lowest  ope  twonty^feur. 
'  Exp,  6.  When  aH,  or  a  part  of  the  osmdtos  are  horning,  the  doom 
being  cloaed  and  the.  vemilatovs  ope%  there  ia  a  cooeiaal  ciini»tit  of 
air  through  the  lower  ventilator,  into  ike  hoxt  and  thj;oagh  the  upper 
.one,  out  of  it.    Upon  applying  i^  test  of  the  presence  of  carhppic 
acid,  the  air  passing  out  of  the  upper  ventilator  was  found  to  coq^ 
tain  nearly  the  same  quantity  of  that  noxious  gas  as  respired  air. 
A  candle  is  extinguished  when  introduced  into  it,  and  it  is  exceed- 
ingly offensive  when  respired. 

Numerons  other  experiments  were  conducted,  but  these  are 
perhaps  all  that  it  is  necessary  to  give  in  this  connection ;  for  it  ia 
believed  they  fully  establish  the  positions  taken  above,  in  relatkm 
to  ventilation. 

Many  important  hints  are  imggeated  by  those  exporimoata»  a^ 
▼oral  of  which  will  be  given  further  on  in  this  report,  under  the 
head,  '*  Means  of  warming." 

4.  Cotutnu^ion — There  are  few  school  houses  the  internal  con- 
struction of  which  is  in  all  respects  alike ;  yet,  by  far  the  majority 
of  them  will  rank  in  one  of  the  three  following  classes : 
(1.)  The  first  class  embraces  those  which  aro  constructed  with 
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afi*  or  Info  ti«ra  of  d«ak0  dong  eMk  sifle  ai  tli#  !»«••»  fesd 
41110  Mdofk)  dw  cMlwr teat,  baidog  tke  wiU.of  tfa»  hooMfiyr  in 
tedcvMlddie  fimK  of  aash  tier  of  deikaceislitelHigthe  becktoAe 
next  ianer  aeat.  There  it  otaallj  an  alley  on  eaeh  tide  of  die 
liottte  and  tt  the  end  of  it,  latving  the  tettt  of  tafficiettt  length  to 
ac^cQipmodata  from  five  to  eight  tcboltak  Thope  titting  oaat  tiia 
tlleyt  can  past  to  and  firom  iheir  teats  witboat  diteomnio^Kag  ^« 
ana.  j&ll  die  tett»  (utaally  not  Ittt  than  thtee-Saurtht  the  eotire 
imaiberi)  £tliiHi  freia  oaa  to  ftva^  or  tix  tebblart  etery  dme  they 
pam  to  of  from  their  teatt;  onleet,  (which  it  about  at  coramonly 
ptactited,  etpecially  with  did  tcholaia  mott  dlttantfrom  the  aOeyt^) 
diey  ditfih  over  Ae  daks  in  front  of  them. 

Occationally  the  detkt  are  thorter,  accommodadng  three  or  four 
tcholara ;  and,  tometimet,  they  are  intended  to  accommodate  two 
tcholart  only,  to  that  each  of  them,  (excepting  the  outer  onet 
at  the  end  detkt,)  titt  adjacent  to  an  alley,  and  can  patt  to  aad 
from  hit  teat  without  ditturbiiy  otfaeri.  There  it  ataally  a  dath* 
or  iaUe^  for  the  teacber*t  U4a»  (or  atleatt  a  ja^K^fpr  oaaj  at  tba.aad 
of  the  houte  not  occupied  by  the  crota  t^att* 

(Z.)  TbafMoaddaai.eaibiaMttbotaiiiwlMchdiedatkteaBMpd 
acrott  the  houte»  with  analk^  through  the  Middle  of  it  langthtriaa, 
and  occationally  one  around  the  oaCtide  of  lira  room.  AU  the 
detkt  of  the  teoond  tlatt  front  ti|e  teaeher't  detk  or  table. 

(3.)  The  tiiird  daat  embracet  thote  which  are  conttruoted  with 
a  TOW  of  detkt  along  each  side  of  the  house,  and  acrott  one  end  of 
it,  die  deskt  ftondng  the  wallt  of  the  house,  so  that  the  backs 
of  the  scholars,  while  sitdng  at  them,  are  turned  towards  the 
teacher.  In  this  clast  of  houses  there  are  usually  three  long 
teats  without  backs,  just  within  the  detkt.  Somedmet  the  teatt 
are  joined  at  the  comers  to  at  to  continue  un&roken,  twifoe  the 
leagjth  of  the  house  and  once  itt  width,  a  dittance  of  fiMty-ive  or 
fifty  feet  There  is  usually  a  second  der  of  seats,  and  aomttituefc 
deskt  wvtfain  diem,  froatbig  the  central  part  of  the  room. 

Th^re  is  one  impropriety  in  the  construction  of  a  m^ority  of 

■ 

school  houses.     The  desks  are  generally  constructed  with  close 

'  .1 

fronts  extending  to  the  floor,  whereby  a  free  circulation  of  air,  and 
consequent  equilibrium  of  temperature,  are  interrupted,  which 
would  take  place  were  the  seats  and  deskt  so  arranged  at  to  allow 
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desks  are  necessarily  troubled  with  cold  feel,  twlesh  lifae  voom  h 
kept  too  warm.  *  Were  Ifais  evil  renoMedt  tiie  fitet  e^Bm^  with  sbort 
dieks,  woidd'obinihote  •  very  comlfatteble  end  oesfbeiaDt  mifeuge» 
wenly  except  from  the  cttcmmtinoe  thec  tiie  efaildreii  ^ere  placed 
•ppoaiie  eadi  odwr*  which  is  a  setiona  eiil,  eapeetally  wfaese  both 
sexes  are  in  the  same  room,  as  is  the  case  in  needy  ell  of  our  eon^ 
^BQon  adiools. 

Another  olgeetien  to  loqgdeiks»  is  thtf  ineoD^oieiiee  to  which 
the  scholars  are  subjected  in  passing  to  and  from  their  seal^  Tbii 
^^jedioa  exists  to  a  oomidemble  efitent  t^  tfaeeecoiid  class  of 
booses,  especially  where  thave  is  not  an  alley  erqund  the  outside  of 
the  zoom.  Were  it  not  for  this  incoiiveniea^-*wbich  might  b^ 
obvieted  by  hatrodocmg  a  gifatec  piimber  of  alleys  aiyd  shortening 
the  desks^  so  as  to  accommodate  but  two  scholars,  each  of  whom 
would  sit  adjacent  to  an  alley,  and  could  pass  to  and  from  his  seat 
without  disturbing  others — the  seoond  would,  in  my  judgement,  con* 
stitute  the  preferable  plan.  All  the  scholars  should  face  the 
teadier,'bnt  none  of  theta  should  fkce  each  other,  llii*  Is  partic- 
«Mk-ly  imporlattt  Where  both  ^sexes  attend  the  same  school. 

'  And  what  shall  I  toy  of  the  thfrd  class  f— I  citn  readily  ennmerw 
ate  some  of  its  inconveniences,  but  its  real  advantages  are,  in  my 
opinion^  few.  The  fiillo^prlng  are  some  of- the  inoonveniencerie 
I.  Tfaai#  is  little  or  no  nvifbrniityf  unmHj,  in  tUi  position  of  the 
•Aeian.  Smae  of  th^m  feee  the  wbHs,  othem  tlie  inntor  pert  of 
the  poom,  and  others  stiU  sit  astride  the  «eat  2.  Whan  the  teach- 
er desires  the  attentioc)  of  the  school,  a  portion  of  the  scholars 
most  either  turn  about,  or  sit  with  their  backs  towards  him,  while 
he  addresses  them.  8.  In  changing  their  positions  in  foul  weather, 
the  scholars  are  apt  to  muddy  the  seats,  and  the  clothes  of  those 
who  sit  adjacent  to  them.  4,  The  change  of  position  is  frequently 
embarrassing  to  the  girls.  9.  Front  lights  are  less  pleasant,  and 
*more  injurious  to  the  eyes,  than  side  lights  or  back  ones  are.  6. 
Sitting  on  a  plane  seat,  without  a  back,^  is  uncomfi3rtab]e,  anq  ofleii 
engenders  diseases  of  the  spine,  especially  in  chil^ood  and  youth, 

The  piinsipal  snppo^d  advantage  of  this  constniction  is,  I 
belietie,  that  it  afibvdf  the  teacher  a  bettet  opportamty  for  detach 
ing  the  eeholam  when  engaged  in  misdiief.    I  do  >aat  see  how  aay 
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vMtarifiil  mtrwuhg0  of  Mb  ksod  caa  exists  tU  tb0  bodies  of  oUI* 
drea  bocoiDe  -truMpareot 

Bat  wem  (ihe  mtpp0$ed  mirnxMgB  reii,  it  ieenoAt  to  me  to  be 
temptiBg'  tkMrma  to'de  "wrotigr  to  fi^e the te8obfii> an eppocts* 
nicy  c^  diapkyiDg  his'tidlliii  deteetiagrlkem*  When  cfaiMrea  eea 
aot  see'diair  fcabobert  tJbey  fi^qneatly  thiiikiie  oannot  teecbeai,  aiid 
eoodiMt  aocdtdmglj^ 

There  are  several  iDconveniences  not  yet  specified ,  existing  to  a 
less  or  gfeater  exMiti  in  ^ach  of  the  ^nab  daSMs  of  heusee  I 
lia^  deictibed. 

(1.)  The  height  of  the  seats,  ahhotrgb  sometinite  adjusted  wjih 
great  care,  is  frequently  determined  inrithont  any  apparent  regard 

r 

'to  the  size  and'coiiifbrt  of  the  scholars  who  are  to  occupy  them.  I 
have  visted  many  schools  in  which  the  majority  of  die  scholars 
reverse  the  ordinary  practice  of  standing  up  and  sitting  down.  They 
literally  nt  up  and  stand  dotvn,  their  heads  being  higher  while  sitting 
than  when  standing, 

.  (2»)  The  4esks»  with  their  clpfe  fronts*  are  frequently  aevocsi 
inches  too  bigtL  I  brnte  visited  jnany  schools  in  whi^  all  t)i9^ 
joould  be  seen  of  a  n«uority  of  the  sobolars  ofCMpying.  the  back 
seats*  was  ajporl  rf  their  Aeads,  mmi  thai  too»  when  they  sfK  eoaoa 
upon  their  seats.  The  desks,  moreoyer/  are  fi-equently  ioelined 
twenty 'five  or  thirty  degveea,  so  that  a  book  laid  apoo  ikem  im* 
mediately  slidesoff.  An  tncHnaiion  of  one  inch  tothe  foot  wM  be 
found  more  convenient  than  greater  obKquity.  A  space  of  Ibrea 
inches  on  the  most  distant  portion  of  the  desk,  should  be  left  hori<> 
zontal,  for  inkstands,  pencils,  pens,  etc. 

(3.)  The  door  is  sometimes  considerably  inclined,  for  the  purpose, 
I  suppose,  of  giving  the  teacher  a  better  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
more  distant  scholars.  The  whole  school  is  not  only  subjected  to 
the  inconvenience  of  walking  up  and  down  an  inclined  plane,  but 
what  is  much  worse,  when  scholars  sit  upon  their  seats,  and  rest 
their  feet  upon  the  floor,  when  within  reach,  they  are  constantly 
sliding  from  under  them. 

School  booses  are  not  generally  famished  with  suitable  eonve* 
nieooes  for  disposing  of  the  loose  wearing  apparel  of  the  acholant 
Aeir  dinnevs*  elc%    There  are  sometimes  a  few  naik  or  skelvesi  ia 
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a  commoD  entry,  through  which  ftll  the  scholarB  pus,  upon  which 
a  portion  of  their  clothes  may  he  hung  or  laid,  and  where  dinners 
may  be  deposited.  But  in  sach  cases,  the  6ut8ide  door  is  usually 
left  o|fen,  the  rain  and  snow  beat  in,  and  the  scholars,  in  hastb  to 
g«t  th^ir  own  clothes,  frequendy  pull .  down  as  many  more,  wliich 
are  trii^pled  under  foot.  Moreover,  the  dinners  are  frozea.  .-and 
not  unfrequently  they  are  devoured  by  dogs,  and  eren  by!the 
hogs  Aat  run  in  the  street.  But  the  majority  of  school  houses*  are 
not  furnished  with  an  entrj;  and  where  there  is  OBe,'4^eqii^tly 
not  ewn  a  nail  can  be  found  in  it,  upon  which  a  single  artic^  of 
clothiig  may  be  hung.  Neither  are  there  nails  or  shelTes  fer  this 
parpofe  within  the  school  room.  Scholars  generally  are  obliged 
to  thr^w  their  clothes  across  the  desks,  upon  the  seats,  or  iaioithe 
windciwB.  >  \ 

Scl|ooI  houses  should  be  so  constructed  as  to  contribute  Xo,  the 
health}  comfort,  and  conTenience  of  both  teacher  and  sdiclars. 
They  should,  then,  be  made  of  larger  dimeneioDS  than  they  usilally 
are.    And  especially  should  provision  be  made  for  their  ventila^on, 

■ 

which'  should  be  frequent  and  thorough.  Every  child,  even  the 
youngpst  ^n  aehoo],  should  be  furnished'  with  a  seal  and  deA  at 
which  he  may  sit  with  ease  and  comfort.  The  aeheel  n>OBi  shf  uld 
be  so  Seated*  aa  to  allow  every  child  to  pass  to  and  from  bis  ^eat 
wkhoit  disturbing  any  other.  This  end  can  be  accomplished  fvith 
short  desks  to  nccommodate  two  scholars,  as  is  repreaented  in 'one 
of  the  •plans  for  school  bousos  in  this  report  It  can,  howevei^  be 
better*  accomplished  \vith  long  desks  and  pivot  chairs,  by  allowing 
sufficient  space  in  rear  of  the  seats,  for  scholars  to  pass  to  and  from 
them,  without  discommoding  others,  as  is  represented  in  two  of  the 
follovving  plans. 

In  ttvo  of  the  pUns  giten,  the  boys  and  girls  have  each  a  sejpar- 
ate  entry.  In  the  third,  the  scholars  pass  through  a  common  entry 
into  the  school  room,  but  are  furnished  with  separate  entries  which 
may  be  wanfied,  even  in  the  coldqst  weather,  without  an  extra  fire. 
Each  method  has  its  advantages. 
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PLAN  or  8CHQOL  ROOM  FOR  76  PUPILS. 


f96  fe«t  by  40  feet  oatilde.]  IBcele  S  fiMt  to  the  iooh.] 

Tb«  above  plan  for  a  sobool-roon,  was,  by  Tequest.  submitfed  to 
the  District  Board  of  School  district  No.  4.  in  th«  City  of  Monroe, 
in  Nov.  1847,  by  whom  it  has  been  adopted.  It  is  now  submitted, — 
with  two  other  plans, — to  the  consideration  of  school  distrids 
throughout  the  State. 


lOK  TttE  TSAR  1047.  M7 

D  D.  ttttnoBx  mn^  isner  dooi*.  W  W.  windowt,  one  in  bmut, 
and  tbrea  od  oach  side.  The  nppor  tufa  •faould  b«  bnag  on  pall^v. 
K»  ••  to  be  lowend  X  pteuure.  E  £.  eatriee,  lighted  own  doon, 
aa»4tr  boya,  uid  tin  otbvr  for  gb-h.  X.  «  w«od4iox  ia  boy ■'  antiy. 
A  A.  taKcher'i  plufbrm,  six  feet  broad,  ralaed  uren  h>ehea.  B  B. 
blmckboard,  raaching  entirelj  acroM  the  end  of  tbe  faoiiM,  mede  by 
gmng  the  plaatering  a  colored  hard  fimifa.*  T.  taachor'i  dnk,  two 
feet  ^  Mr-  H  ^.  detka  U  feet  long,  eicept  twe  next  th«  en- 
tnnee  doon.  [They'woiiM  be  itill  better  tf  12  or  19  feet  bng.] 
C  CHott**  patent  cast-iioD  chain,  deacribed  below.  S.  store, 
door  opening  towarde  Ibe  centre  of  tbe  room.  O  O.  an  air  tube 
nnder  the  floor,  through  which  pure  air  Irom  without  majr  be  intro- 
duoed  beneath  the  stove.  At  tbe  oUier  end  of  tbe  room,  there 
ahould  be  a  Tentilator  through  which  the  impure  air  maj  eecape 
into  the  attic,  or  chimney.  L  L.  shelree  for  library,  apparatna,  fcc 
R  R.  rechaiian  Matt.  The  central  aiite  •hould  be  not  lew  tlwn 
three  feet  wide. 


mott's  PATINT  CBAIR  AKP  diik. 


The  above  Cuta  represent  Mott>  Patent  Revolriug  Pivot  Cfa^ir, 
aa|i  C^st-lron  Scroll  ^M4chioD4  for  School  D«ilu. .  Tbe  followiag 
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deterifytioQ  of  Mb  chair  And  desk  »  gathered  fnim  a  {NunpldeC 
iwued  by  the  paleatee:-^ 

The  seat  of  the  chair  i»  of  wood  ;  all  the  other  paita,  of 
The  deak  atanohioua  ace  adju^d  to  the  height  of  the 
the  folio wiog  scale,  via : — 


No.  of  Ae 
Chair. 


Heiffht  of 
Chair  Seat 


Height  Affront 
edge  of  Hoik. 


Width  of  Deak. 


T 

2. 
3 

4 


It  Indies. 
1-2 

14 
16 


12  liicfaes. 
12       " 

[14 
15 


Length  of  beak 

room  for  each 

febelar;  (aot 


— _i- 


IM«taiic«be- 
taraantherowB 

ofdeaka. 


Inches, 
li 


to  Inches. 
21 

24 

25       *' 


f4 


l( 


17  Inches. 

19  ♦« 

22  " 

24  ** 


ti 


<i 


n 

18 

20 
22 


C4 


•C 


«• 


«« 


The  Jlrst  column  denotes  the  numher  of  the  chair,  as  also  the  num- 
ber of  the  desk  stanchions. 

Second  column^  the  height  of  the  seat  from  the  floor. 

Third  column^  the  height  of  the  front  edge  of  the  desk  from  the 
floor. 

Fourth  column^  the  width  of  the  top  of  the  desk.  The  slope  of 
the  desk  should  rise  1}  inch  to  the  foot ;  the  larger  desks  baring 
2}  to  3  inches  level  on  top  to  accommodate  inkstands. 

Fifth  oolumnt  the  length  of  desk  room  required  for  each  scho- 
lar.   It  should  not  be  less  than  here  given. 

Sixth  cchtmnt  the  distatiee  that  should  be  allowed  between  the 
desks,  fh>m  the  back  of  one  to  the  front  edge  of  the  other.  This 
space  will  allow  a  passage  between  the  chair  and  the  next  lear 
desk.     The  number  of  scholars  at  a  desk  need  not  be  limited. 

The  position  of  each  chair,  when  screwed  to  the  floor,  should 
have  two-thirds  of  the  allotted  desk-room  to  the  right  of  its  oeiitre» 
and  be  sonear  that  the  back  of  the  chair,  in  its  revolutiot^^  will  barely 
clear  the  desk.  By  placing  the  chair  as  described^  the  body  of 
the  child  is  brought  in  close  proximity  to  the  desk,  causing  the 
back  of  the  person  to  rest,  at  all  times,  and  under  all  circumstances, 
against  the  back  of  the  chair.  By  a  happy  combination  of  the 
ehair  and  the  height  of  the  desk,  the  children  readily  eesume  a 
pomiiom  that  is  most  convenient  and  conducive  to  their  ultimate 
health,  preventing  those  awkward  habits  so  frequently  acquired  at 
school,  and  which  are  always  so  annoying  to  teachers.  So  uniform 
is  the  effect  produeed,  that  the  back  of  the  heads  of  twenty  chO- 
dren,  seated  at  a  desk,  will  not  vary  one  inch  from  a  straight  lios. 
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A.  dMngoitked  Ktorary  likdy»  yiiiiiiig  one  of  the  New  York  PiAdie 
Si^oolt^  obaerviof  tbb  ttnifonnily  in  the  position  of  the  diildven 
'wlion  sotted,  inqnlred  of  the  iemale  tetcher»  bow  she  meotged  to  ' 

-Iceep  them  so.  She  answered,  she  did  not  know  {  she  beliered 
tbe  one  adopted  it  because  the  other  did.  The  fact  is^  it  whow> 
ing  to  the  chair  and  desk*  ^ 

The  chairs  are  made  lower  than  usual,  so  that  the  feet  of  the 
scholar  may  rest  upon  the  floor,  and  the  muscles  of  the  thigh  do. 
not  tire  by  pressing  hard  upon  the  front  edge  of  the  seat.  Fashion 
has  had  more  influence  in  fixing  the  height  of  our  chairs,  than  ease 
or  couTenience.  The  ladies  are  the  best  judges  of  such  matters. 
When  they  order  a  sewing  or  a  rocking  chair,  the  direction  is, 
make  it  law.  The  following  descriptions-continues  the  inventor — 
was  furnished  by  one  of  oiyr  most  eminent  physicians,  who  has  ta- 
ken  a  lively  interest  in  the  progress  of  schools.  He  says  the  ad- 
vantages of  this  chair  ^re : — 

Ist.  That  it  gives  an  easy  and  firm  support  to  the  muscles  of  the 
back ;  so  uniform  and  agreeable  that  the  posture  of  sitting  never 
becomes  painful,  even  though  continued  longer  than  is  ever  re- 
quired in  school. 

2d.    It  thus  effectually  prevents  that  unequal  and  irre^lar  action 
of  the  muscles  on  either  side  of  the  spine,  which,  in  delicate  chil^ 
dren,  is  likely  to  result  from  the  habit  of  sitting  upon  a  bench  or  - 
stool  without  a  back,  and  which  has  often  produced  in  such  chil-  . 
dren,  a  curvature  of  the  spine,  and  other  deformities. 

3d.  Its  rotary  or  revolving  motion  affords  opportunities  for  that 
kind  and  degree  of  exercise,  even  in  the  sitting  posture,  which  is 
a  salutary  part  of  physical  education. 

4th.  Its.permanent  fixedness  on  the  floor  upon  a  pede^id,  a^  • 
cuvea  its  proper  proximity  to  the  desk  in  front,  and  guards  against 
the  leaning  or  reclining .  position  which  results  from  a  moveable 
bench,  stool  of  chair,  which  may  be  nearer  to  the  desk  at  one 

■ 

time  than  at  aoother,  and  which  has.  been  found  wearisome  to  chil* 
dren,  and  othervrise  detrimental  to  both  their  comfort  and  health. 
b^  It  admka  of  being  adapted  to  the  size  and  height  <if  chil* 
dren,  :the  seat  beiog  higher  or  loififer,  and  iu  relation  to  the  desk    • 
in  froaty  varied  as  the.  chiUren  aie  larger  or  smaller*    In  every    : 
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school  there  may  be  taffident  diversity  in  these  panioalsm  to 
ble  the  judicious  teacher  to  select  seats  for  every  scholar  which 
shall  be  Ibend  oonreaieat  and  cobfertable»  changliig  them  «a  often 
as  circomstances  may  require. 

Situple  as  ^e  ohair  may  appear,  it  is  the  result  of  niiiiiy  experi- 
ments and  much  time.  It  was  first  thought  that  an  ordinary  rotaiy 
efa^  would  answer  the  purpose ;  but  it  was  found  that  on  account 
of  its  back,  the  chair,  wb^n  allowed  to  revolve,  couTd  not  be  plac- 
ed sufficiently  near  to  the  desk,  to  afford  the  desired  support  to 
the  back  of  the  scholar.  To  aiertain  the  prr^per  height  of  the 
chair,  a  large  nuhiber  of  children  were  measured ;  to  arrive  at 
that  of  the  desk,  the  length  of  arm  from  elbow  to  shoulder  was  ta- 
ken, as  it  was  thought  that  this  might  be  a  guide.  The  length 
differing  to  the  extent  of  an  inch  and  a  half  in  children  of  the  same 
stsPture,  resort  was  had,  in  connection  therewith,  to  the  distance 
of  sight  Upon  experiment,  it  was  found  that  when  the  desks 
were  low,  the  back  of  the  child  was  too  much  curved  :  when  high, 
the  body  was  too  erect — a  medium  height  was  selected. 

When  the  present  chair  was  perfected,  the  Trustees  of  the  Pub- 
lic School  Society  of  N.  Y. — with  a  liberality  common  with  others 
when  novelties  are  offered  for  their  acceptance,  no  matter  how  ap- 
parent their  utility  may  be— "Resolved,  That  if  the  inventor  would 

furnish  one  of  their  Schools  with  312  of  his  chairs,  subject  to  their 
approval  or  disapproval,  to  be  removed  at  his  cost  if  rejected,  he 
might  do  so." 

Such  being  the  usual  encouragement  extended  to  those  unfor- 
tunate beings,  "  the  inventors  of  new  and  useful  improvements/' 
he  accepted  the  proposal  with  the  full  confidence,  that  if  rejected 
on  ^kte  first  trial,  there  would  be  an  end  of  his  chaitB ;  no  other 
School  would  have  them,  and  his  812  chatrs  would  be  wordi  the 
price  of  old  iron. 

This  is  not  re)ated-^-eontinues  the  inventor^— vrith  the  view  of 
censuring  the  Ttostees,  but  mensl]^  to  iHustrate  what  inventors 
must  4o  before  they  can  introduce  a  new  article. 

Upon  trial,  **  The  Trustees  were  so  much  pleased  vrilh  the  chair, 
considered  them  so  exactly  soited  to  the  wants  of  the  children  ss 
regards  ease  in  mtdng  and  in  mahitahung  oider  white  taking  and 
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leaTing  their  seats,  that  they  have  adopted  them  in  all  their  newv 
and  in  many  of  their  old  school  houses  J*'  having  in  use  at  this  time, 
over  siat  thousand. 

Th6|y  hare  also  heen  adopted  in  public  and  private  schools  in 
all  parts  of  the  Union.  They  have  recei^tly  been  adopted  by  dis- 
trict* No.  4,  in  the  city  of  Monroe,  in this  State.  Fig.  2  represetits 
a  plan  of  their  school  house. 

The  chief  peculiarity  in  the  desk  is,  that  in  the  place  of  straight 
wooden  legs,,  there  are  substituted  curved  cas^iron  stanchions ;  die 
obvious  advantages  of  which  arci  that  they  occasion  no  interferei|ce 
with  the  movements  of  the  scholar  sealed  oppo«|ite  or-Bear-to  thetn. 

Two  stanchions  are  necessary  for  a  single ;  deak.  Two,  alfo, 
will  sapport  a  desk  of  sufficient  length  to  accommodate  thnse 
scholars ;  three,  to  accommodate  six  scholars ;  four,  nine  sctiolats  ; 
and  so  on  for  a  greater  number«  I  am  informed  by  Mc^Mptt,  tbe 
inventor,  that  the  expense  of  fitting  up  a  room  with  hirchair  aiid 
desk,  in  the  city  of  l»^ew  York,  varies  from  $1  50  to  $2  OOf  a 
scholar,  aside  from  the  putting  up  of  the  A^sks. 
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PLAN   OF   8C0OOL   SOOM   FOE  SIXTT  SCHOLABfl. 
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(M  ftet  by  40  ftet  inside.)  [0e«le  of  6  feet  to  tlie  Ineh.) 

9 

J)  D.^^Outer  and  inner  doors.  Tbe  entry  should  be  lighted 
over  the  outer  door.  In  this  plan  there  is-  but  one  entrance  door. 
The  boys  and  girls  are  furnished  with  separate  closets,  opening  in- 
to the  school  room. 

W  W.«— Windows*  of  which  there  are  two  in  front,  and  three  on 
each  side.    The  upper  sash  of  the  windows  should  be  hung  on  pul- 
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leys,  so  as  to  be  lowered  little  or  mach,  as  may  be  necessary  for 
Tentilation,    They  should  also  be  fltmished  with  blinds. 

A  A«— Aisles.  The  central  one  is  three  feet  wide,  and  each  of 
the  other  four^  is  two  feet  wide.  [It  may  be  conTenient  to  have  the 
outer  ones  somewhat  widerr] 

H  H. — Desks,  four  feet  in  leng^th,  and  varying  in  height  from 
one  foot  six  inches,  ne?ct  the  teacher's  table,  to  two  feet  two  inches, 
next  the  entrance  doors.  Each  desk  should  have  a  shelf  beneath  it, 
for  books.  The  desks  should  vary  in  width  from  one  foot  two 
inches,  to  one  foot  eight  inches,  and  slope  about  one  inch  to  the 
foot. 

I  T.— Seats,  varying  in  height  from  ten  inches  to  sixteen  inches. 
The  front  edge  of  the  seat  should  come  very  nearly  under  the  edge 
of  the  desk. 

T. — Teacher's  table,  two  feet  wide  and  six  feet  long.  The  ta* 
ble  should  be  furnished  with  a  drawer,  lock  and  key. 

B  B. — Blackboard,  reaching  entirely  across  the  back  end  of  the 
room,  which  should  be  made  by  giving  the  plastering  a  colored 
hard  finish* 

R  R. — ^Recitation  seats. 

S.«— Stove,  the  pipe  of  which,  passing  over  the  central  aisle,8hould 
enter  a  chimney  at  the  back  end  of  the  room. 

O  O. — Air  tube,  under  the  floor,  through  which  pure  air  may  be 
introduced  beneath  the  stove.  Impure  air  should  be  allowed  to 
pass  off  through  a  ventilator,  or  by  lowering  the  windows. 

L  L.— -Moveable  seats  near  the  stove,  which  may  be  occupied 
by  scholars  while  warming,  or  by  small  children,  if  necessary. 
They  might  be  placed  in  the  closets,  which,  being  warmed,  might 
be  occupied  by  assistants,  or  monitors,  as  recitation  rooms* 
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TOP  OF  DESK, 


Ilff.  0. 
SECTION  or  SEAT  AMD  DBSK. 


Figure  5  represents  one  half  of  die  top  of  a  desk,  the  upper 
sur&ce  of  which,  except  three  inches  of  the  most  distant  portion, 
slopes  one  inch  in  a  foot  The  edge  is  in  the  same  perpendicular 
line  as  the  front  of  the  seat.  The  upper  portion  of  the  desk  has  a 
groove  (a,)  running  along  the  line  of  the  slope,  to  prevent  pencils 
from  rolling  off;  an  opening  (5,)  backside  of  the  groove,  to  receive 
a  slate ;  and  an  opening  (c,)  to  receive  an  inkstand.  There  should 
be  a  shelf  beneath  the  desk,  for  books,  as  represented  by 

Figure  •.  The  same  %ure  represents  the  proper  inclinatioii 
pi  the  seat,  its  backt  and  the  top  of  the  desk.  The  seats  should 
vary  in  height  from  ten  to  sixteen  inches,  and  the  desks  from  one 
foot  six  inohes  to  two  feet  two  inches. 
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PLAN  OF  SCHOOL  BOOM  FOB  144  aCHOLABS, 
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[40  feet  by  56  feet]  [Scde.  10  feet  to  Uie  inch.] 

D  D.— Entr&irce  and  inner  doors,  one  of  which  leads  into  the 
room  for  library  and  apparatus,  between  the  entries. 

W  W. — Windows,  three  in  front,  and  five  on  each  side.    The 
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upper  nsh  should  be  hung  on  pulTeys  so  88  to  be  lowered  at  ple»- 
Bure.     The  windows  should  be  furnished  with  blinds. 

A  A. — Teachers'  platform,  six  feet  broad,  raised  seren  inches. 

B  B. — Blackboard,  reaching  entirely  across  the  end  of  the  hoiiee» 
^  made  by  giving  the  plastering  a  colored  hard  finish.*  Also,  black- 
board on  one  side  of  tketibrary  and  recttatioB  room. 

T  T. — Teachers'  tables,  the  central  one,  two  feet  by  five ;  the 
others,  two  feet  by  four.    Each  desk  should  have  a  drawer. 

H  H. — Desks,  eighteen  feet  long,  except  the  three  next  the  en- 
^       trance  doors,  which  are  twelve  feet  each. 

C  C.«— Mott's  patent  -east-iron  chairs.  Each  teacher's  table 
might  advantageously  be  furnished  with  one  of  size  No.  5,  larger 
than  those  described  in  this  report.  This  size  would  also  be  preiP- 
erable  for  the  occupancy  of  adults. 

i  S.— Stove. 

.     *.  •  ... 

O  O. — Air  tube,  under  the  floor,  through  which  pure  air  from 
without  may  be  introduced  beneath  the  stove.     At  the  other  end  of 
the  room  there  should  be  a  ventilator,  throu^  which  the  impure 
air  may  escape  into  the  attic,  or  chimney. 

L  L. — ShelveH  for  library,  apparatus,  etc.* 

R  R.— Recitation  seats. 

U  U.— Stairs  in  the  entries  for  passage  to  the  aecond  story^ 
which  night  be  finished  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  here  givea* 
Or  the  staics  and  upper  story  might  be  omitted  when  ii  is  not  de* 
sirable  to  accommodate  more  than  144  scholars.  With  the  second 
.  story,  288  might  be  accommodated.  Each  story  should  be  fironi 
12  to  14  feet  in  the  clear.  The  principal  aisles  should  be  not  leia 
than  four  feet  wide. 

5,  Means  qf  Warming^ — School  houses  are  generally  warned 
by  means  of  stoves,  some  of  which  are  in  a  good  condition,  and  sup- 
plied with  dry  wood  from  the  wood  house.  The  instances,  how- 
ever, in  which  such  facilities  fer  warming  exist,  are  comparatively 
few.    It  is  much  more  common  to  see  cracked  and  broken  stoves^ 


*DinolloMforflMktegFlMtor  BtaekbMrdt  wiUbe  giwi  tmder  llie  hmd  of*  AppwMM,** 
towirdb  the  doie  of  tUf  report. 

triM  Mbftace  of  tbe  fbUowinff  loimvki  wuembraeedln  the  reporter  181^  to  wkkh  lofv 
vatm  ham  boon  nudo.  I  un  bappy.  howorer,  In  being  iblo  to  boor  testiBioBj,  dia^iltboafb 
•tticU7tnMofTei7BiD7Kboolaoftfaii8tMto,itIU.thojare]0ei  ompbetirellyo  Ma, 
tMn^tbin  of  Ao  ecboob  with  retemee  towbicb  thoy  were  origl&eDy prepared. 
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tho  doors  without  either  binges  or  lateh,  and  roaty  plt>e  of  Tftrioua 
BiiM.  Qreen  wood,  and  that  which  is  old  and  partially  decayed, 
either  drenched  with  rain  or  covered  with  snow,  is  much  more 
fireqiieiitly  tised  for  Aiel,  than  sound,  seasoned  wood,  protected 
from  the  weather  by  a  suitable  wood  house.  With  this  state  of 
things,  it  is  difficult  to  kindle  a  fire,  whicji  bums  poorly,  at  beet, 
when  kindled.  The  room  is  filled  with  smoke  a  considerable  part 
of  the  time,  especially  in  stormy  weather.  The  school  Is  ft^quently 
intemipted  two  or  three  times  a  day,  to  fasten  together  and  tie  up 
the  stcnre  pipe.  This  may  seem  a  little  like  exaggeration.  I  know 
^ there  are  many  exceptions.  But  in  a  majority  of  instances  some 
of  these  inconveniences  exist,  and  the  most  of  them  are  united  in 
more  cases  than  people  are  aware  of.  I  have  heard  trustees  and 
patrons  who  have  visited  their  school  vdth  me,  Ibr  the  first  time  in 
several  years,  say,  ''We  ought  to  have  some  dry  wood  to  kiildle 
with  ;'*  ''I  did'nt  know  as  it  was  so  smoky ;"  "We  must  get  some 
new  pipe ;  really  our  stove  is  getting  dangerous,'*  etc.  And  some 
of  the  boys  have  relieved  the  embarrassment  of  their  parents  by 
saying,  ^'It  don't  smoke  near  as  bad  to«day  as  it  does  sometimes.'' 

The  principal  reason  why  die  stoves  in  our  school  houses  are  so 
eracked  and  broken,  and  why  the  pipes  are  so  rusty  and  Open,  lies 
in  the  circumstance  that  green  vfoodjram  the  enow  bank^  is  used  ibr 
fuel,  instead  oidr^  ujoodfram  the  wood  houie.  There  are  at  least 
three  reasons  why  this  is  poor  poUey. 

(1*)  It  takes  at  least  doable  the  amount  of  wood.  A  considerable 
portion  of  the  otherwise  sensible  heat  becomes  latent  in  the  con- 
version  of  ice,  snow  and  moisture  into  steam. 

(2.)  The  steam  thus  generated  cracks  the  stove  and  rusts  the 
pipe,  so  that  they  will  not  last  one  half  as  long  as  though  dry  wood 
from  the  wood  house  were  used.    And, 

(3.)  It  is  impossible  to  preserve  an  even  temperature.  Some- 
times  it  is  too  cold,  and  at  other  times  it  is  too  warm.  Several 
teachers  have  informed  me  that  in  order  to  keep  their  fires  from  go- 
ing out,  it  was  necessary  to  have  their  stoves  constantly  full  of  wood, 
that  a  portion  of  it  might  be  seasoning  while  the  rest  was  bummg. 
Moreover,  very  ofiensive  and  injurious  gases  are  generated  iu  thia 
manner.  ^ 


138  MR.  I^YHS: W'«  RJBPORT 

Ag^;  I  li«T9  frequently  heard  tbefQUowiog.aDdNOMlar.rs- 
laarkir— *'The  use  of  ttoTtain  our  sohpol.  l^buaet  ia  a  great •fS;'* 
/*StQTee.«ro  unhealthy  ia  our  achool  houses,  or  in  aay  other  booseet" 
etc.  Tlus.idea  heing  somewhat  prevalent,  apd  stoves  being  gen- 
erally used  in  our  school  housesy  their  influence  u|mmi  the  health  of 
the  school  becomes  a  proper  subject  of  consideration. 

Cosnhofition,  whether  ia  a  stove  or  fire^a€a».is  a  chemiieal  wnon 
of  the  V90f^^fm  of  the  air  ivith  oordoa  and  hydrogm^  the  oombiisiiMe 
part  of  wood.  Carbonic  acid,  the  vitiating  product  of  oombustften, 
does  not,  however^  ordinarily  deteriorate  the.  atmosphere  of  the 
roomt  but|  mingUfig  with  the  smoke,  escapes  through  the  stove  pipe 
or  chimney.  More  fuel  is  requisite  to  warm  a  room  by  a  fiie*pIaoe 
than  when  a^stove is  used.  More  oxygen  ia  consumed,  and  hence 
:  there  is  necessarily  a  greater  iagress  of.  cdd  air  to  wffly^  tke  com" 
^^iti<m.  When  a  fire  place  is  used,  it  is  impossible  to  preserve  eo 
uniform  a  temperature  throughout  the  room. as  when  a  stove  is  need. 
The  cold  air  is  rushing  through  every  crevice  at  one  end  of  the 
room*  to,  supfdy  combustion  at  the  other  end.  .  Hence  the  scholars 
ii>  on^  part  of  the  room  aro  coldt  while  those  in  ihe  opposite  part 
are.^oo  warm.  Th&.davti  may  be  set  in  the  oetitral  part  of  the 
ffoom,  whence  the  heat  will  radiate^  not  in  eae  direetion  only,  but  in 
att  directions.  Much  less  oxygen  enteia  into  the  combustion;  hence 
there  is  a  less  ingress  of  cold  air  to  suttam  comJ^uaticM,  and  a  more 
uniform  temperature  throughout  the  room. 

But  >  whence  arises  ihe  prevailing  opinion  that  stuves  are  un- 
healthy 1  It  probably  origmates  in  the  circumstance  that  school 
rooms  are  generally  kept  too  warm.  In  addition  to  the  inconvenience 
of  too  high  a  temperature,  the  aqueous  vapor  existing  in  the  atmos- 
phere is  dissipated.  The  evil  being  seen,  the  remedy  is  apparent. 
Reduce  the  temperature  of  the  room  to  its  proper  point,  and  supply 
she  aqueous  vapor  by  placing  a  small  vessel  of  fresh  water  upon  the 
Steve.  Care  should  be  taken  bot  to  create  more  vapor  than  the  air 
contains  in  its  natural  state,  otherwise  the  effect  is  positively  inju- 
rious. The  greater  part  of  the  evil,  however,  U  to  be  attributed 
to  the  room's  being  kept  too  warm.  Were  a  thermometer  placed 
in  many  of  our  school  rooms — and  a  school  house  should  never  be 
without  one — ^instead  of  indicating  a  suitable  temperature,  say  sixty 
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cr  flixty^two  degrees,  or  eTeti  a  summer  temperature,  (79^,)  it 
iPTOtild  rise  to  a  blood  heat,  (96 ^.) 

The  system  is  not  only  enfeebled  and  deranged  by  breathing  an 
impure  and  infectious  atmosphere,  but  the  debility  thence  arising  is 
considerably  increased  in  consequence  of  too  high  a  temperature. 
The  two  causes  combined,  eminently  predispose  the  system  to  dis- 
ease. The  change  from  inhaling  a  fiuid  poison  at  blood  heat,  to 
breathing  the  purer  air  without  at  the  freezing  point  or  below,  if 
greater  than  the  system  can  bear  with  impunity.  A  uniform  tem- 
perature, which  is  highly  important,  can  be  more  easily  and  more 
effectually  preeerred  where  a  itave  is  used,  accompanied  with  a 
damper^  and  furnished  with  dry  hard  vood  than  where  a  fire  place 
is  used.  In  the  fbrmer  case  the  drafl  may  be  regulated ;  in  the 
latter,  it  cannot  be. 

Several  important  hints  might  be  gathered  on  the  subject  of 
warming  and  lighting  houses,  as  well  as  in  relation  to  ventilation, 
from  the  experiments  given  at  the  12dth  and  121st  pages  of  this  re- 
port. From  them  we  see  a  large  amount  of  air  is  so  vitiated  by  the 
burning  of  a  few  candles  as  to  be  entirely  unfit  for  respiration. 

'  More  especially  is  this  the  case  in  brilliantly  lighted  rooms,  in 
which  the  more  elevated  lights  usually  become  dim,  and  not  un- 

'  ^quently  go  out  afler  a  few  hours ;  and  particularly  when  a  room 
IB  vccnpied  by  a  large  mtmber  of  persons,  and  the  lights  are  much 

elevated. 

« 

We  can  readily  tee  that  a  great  amount  of  air  enters  into  com- 
bustion, even  when  a  stove  is  used.  A  greater  quantity  enters  into 
the  combustion  when  a  fireplace  is  used,  in  proportion  to  die  in- 
creased amonnt  of  wood  consumed.  Much  of  the  heated  air  also, 
where  an  open  fireplace  is  used,  mingling  vnth  the  smoke,  passes 
off  through  the  chimney,  and  its  place  is  supplied  by  an  ingress  of 
cold  air  at  the  more  distant  portions  of  the  room.  There  is  hence 
not  only  a  great  waste  of  fuel,  but  a  sacrifice  of  comfort,  health  and 
life.  When  a  stove  is  used,  a  uniform  temperature  may  be  main- 
-  tained  by  introducing  pure  air  from  without,  beneath  the  stove;  as 
^eady  described.  A  healthful  atmosphere  may  be  maintained  for 
respiration,  by  allowing  the  respired  and  impure  air  to  escape 
•through  a  ventilator  above,  according  to  nature's  own  provisibns. 
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A  more  equably  tempentOTe,  and  a  moi^  heabbfid  itat*  of  dw-  at- 
mospbere  might  be  maintained,  at  leas  expenae  IbrfoeU  by  aapfrfy- 
ing  tbe  combustion  with  cold  air  from  witfaouti  introduced  tiupoagfa 
a  tube  for  that  purpose,  than  by  making  a  large  draft  open  the 
heated  and  best  portion  of  the  air  in  the  room,  as  is  ustially  done, 
for  the  mere  purpose  of  supporting  combustion* 

6.  Af}purtenance$. — There  are,  perhaps,  in  tbe  majority  of  school 
houses,  a  pail  for  water,  cup,  and  broom,  and  a  chair  for  the  teach- 
er.   Some  one  or  more  of  these  are  frequently  wanting.    I  need 
hardly  say  every  school  house  should  be  supplied  with  them  alL 
In  addition  to  these,  every  school  house  should  be  fiiraishad  with 
the   following  articles: — 1.  An  evaporating  dish  for  the  stove, 
which  should  be  supplied  with  clean  pure  water.    2.  A  thermome- 
ter, by  which  the  temperature  of  the  room  may  be  resulated.    3. 
A  clock,  by  which  the  time  of  beginning  and  closing  school,  and 
conducting  all  its  exercises,  may  be  governed.    4.  A  shovel  and 
tongs.    5.  An  ash  pail  and  a^h  house.    For  want  of  these,  much 
filth  is  frequently  suffered  to  accumulate  in  and  about  the  school 
house,  and  not  unfrequently  the  house  itself  takes  fire  and  buns 
down.    6.  A  woodhouse,  well  supplied  with  seasoned  wood.    7.  A 
well,  with  provisions  not  only  for  drinking,  but  for  the  cleanliness 
of  pupils.    3.  And  last,  though  not  least,  in  this  connection,  two 
privies^  in  the  rear  of  the  sebool  house*  separated  by  a  high  dose 
fence,  one  for  the  boys  and  the  other  for  the  girls.    For  want  of 
these  indispensal&le  appendages  of  civilisation,  the   delicacy  of 
children  is  frequently  offended,  and  their  morals  corrupted.    Nay 
more,  the  unnatural  detention  of  the/aces,  when  natura  calls  for  an 
evacuation,  is  frequently  the  foundation  fi>r  chronic  diseases,  and 
the  principal  causa  of  permanent  ill  health,  resulting  not  mAt- 
quently  in  premature  death. 

7.  Condition  and  Jfi/beiice.-— I  have  already  spoken  of  the  condition 
of  school  houses  in  many  respects.  There  are  some  school  houses 
scattered  here  and  there  Arongh  the  State,  as  tm$et  in  a  desert, 
which  constitute  the  pride  and  omunent  of  the  villages  and  neigh- 
borhoods in  which  they  are  located.  I  recollect  entering  a  viflage 
a  fisw  months  age,  in  company  with  a  gentleman  who  was  fonner- 
]y  a  resident  of  the  placey.bnt  had  been  absent  a  few  yean^    Am 
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W0  pMiri  •  fine  twa  story  brick  edifice,  with  a  enpola,  be  looked 
up  loit»  and  inquirad,  what  new  Gbmrdi  (I)  we  ^erepaflring,  and 
exfMBtMd  great  sarprise  when  iofonned  that  what  be  took  for  a 
Ckmek  waa  a  Oommim  SeA$ol  Haum.  When  pious  people  posaew 
the  neoeitaiy  means,  iSttej  nsnally  provide  tbemaehres  with  com« 
IbftaUe  Churcbes  of  beantifiil  arcbitectnre,  in  wbieh  to  wonfaip. 
IVben  they  poisese  a  xe$l  tkat  ig  aeooriikig  ti>  khowlbdob,  they 
speedily  provide  spacious  School  Hoases,  whose  architectoral  pro- 
portions are  not  inferior  to  their  Churches.  And  diea  they  employ 
teachers  whose  physical,  intellectnal,  social  and  moral  habits,  are 
such  as  they  wish  their  children  to  fimn.  For  they  well  know  that 
as  is  the  teacher,  so  will  be  the  school.  If  he  is  not  what  they 
would  have  their  children  become,  their  tHUrm  wiil  became  wbat 

TBB  TEACRBK  IS. 

But  in  the  majority  of  instances,  faithetto,  the  sad  reveiae  has 
been  true.  In  architectural  appearance,  school  houses  have  more 
resembled  bams,  sheds  for  cattle,  or  mechanic  shops,  than  Temples 
of  Science,— windows  are  bn>ken---benches  are  mutSated*^- 
desks  are  cut  up— ^vood  is  unproyided—- out  buildings  are 
neglected-— obscene  images  and  vulgar  deliaeations  meet  the  eye 
wiAont  and  within— die  plastering  is  smoked  and  patched— the 
roof  w  so  open  as  to  latin  a  flood  of  water  in  a  storm,  suflicient  to 
drown  out  a  school,  ware  not  the  floor  equally  open. 

But  I  will  not  trace  their  conditicm  further.  Comment  may  be. 
unnecessary.  I  will  only  add  a  few  remarks  concerning  the  pkyri- 
Cid,  inUiiectital  and  moral  injhmuse  of  such  school  houses.  Of  dieir 
influence  upon  the  health  of  the  school,  I  have  already  treated  at 
some  length.  Under  the  bead  of  ventilatien  it  was  said  that 
'*  Warm  feet  and  cool  heads  contribute  to  physical  comfort  and 
clearness  of  mind."  I  will  only  add,  the  sad  reverse  is  frequently 
true.  The  houses  being  without  underpinning,  and  Ae  floors  being  . 
open,  the  scholars*  feet  are  at  or  below  die  fineezing  point,  while 
their  heads  are  enveloped  in  an  atmosphere  above  blodd  heat 

The  ieUUeetiuX  influence  of  such  houses  is  haidly  Mss  unfoviHia«* 
ble  than  the  phystcaL  How  frequently  have  the  following,  or  sim- 
ilar expressions  been  heard,  to  the  grief  of  the  teacher,  when  the 
parent  has  accompanied  his  child  to  the  school,  the  first  day  of  its 
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st^danee.    The  «hil4»  diogUig  to  im  ptrait,  tflys,  pwAtfAeMy 
and  anergotically,  **  Fa,  I  daa't  wanlrto  atajr  in  thit  ugly  old  hoiaae  » 
I  vn  afraidit  will  &11  dawA  on  dm  I  I  yflmttCtgfi  hoiiie."    But  tfatt 
parent,  breaking  away  |rpm  the  cbild,  leatea  it  in  leara  with  a  fl»dL 
heaxu    How.  cruel  to  dp  euch  violeiice  $o  the  leadet  fbeUag^  o£ 
innocent  childnn  1    And  bow  banefiil  the  i^flaeace  I    The  eehot^^ 
instead  of  beiqg  a  comfortable,  pleasant  and  4ol^tful  plaee,  aa  it 
should  be,  is  tp.  the  child  worse  tliao  a  prison.    "  Just  aa  tbe  twjg^ 
18  bont,  the  tree'a  inclined."     The  chiidisoryfi  to  hate  school,  to 
hate  instradion*.  and  aU  that  is  good*  ;  He  soon  becomes  the  prao- 
tioed,  truant*    In  a  few  yei^  he  arrived  at  manhood.    Instead  o€ 
b^ng  a  bloMng  to  his  family^  and  a  useful  member  to  society,  he 
too  /roquently  drags  out  a  wretehed  •  life  in  ignorance  and  penary, 
dividing  it  between  the  poorhouse  and  jail,  and  terminating  it« 
peradventure,  ;t4pon  the -gallows. 

And  what  shall  we  say  of  their  moral  influence  1  It  needs  the 
pen  of  a  ready  writer  duly  to  portray  it.  I  have  already  alluded  to 
the  iBpnesentatiens  of  vulgarity  and  obscenity  that  meet  the  eye  in 
every  direction.  But. I  ^m  constrained  to  add,  thati  during  the 
internussions  and  before  school,  *'  certain  lewd  fellows  of  the  baser 
sort"  sometimes  Z^r^e  in  the  hearing  of  the  school  generally,  boys 
and  girls,  large  and  small,  illustrating  their  subject  by  these  vulgar 
delineations.  Many  of  our  school*  houses  are  niirajories  of  disorder, 
vulgariQTi  pro&mty>and  obscenity.  Nay,  more;  t^  am  the  very 
hoiioutes  of  UcaUiouims*  / 

But  why  are  these  things  so  2  And  how  may  they  be  reoaediedt 
Different  persons  will  answer  these  questions  variously.  But  it 
is  certain  the  youth  of  many  of  our  scheob  are  flooded  with 
strong  and  almost  iireaistible  temptations,  among  which  are  the  fid- 
lowing  ; — 

1.  School  honses  are  ftequendy  of  so  contemptible  appearance 
that  scholars  feel  themselves  degraded  in  being  obliged  to  occupy 
them,  and  consent  to  increase  their  degradation,  by  multiplying  the 
abonunations.  with  vdiicfa  they  are  surrounded. 

2.  Scholatm  are  frequently  unfurnished  with  suitable  employment, 
and  their  propensity  la  eatiop  leads  tjbem  to  indulge  in  this  fibhy 
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boolisaBWlMrthstiTOTnaiaiil^,  wUen,  >tf  futairiiadwith-xiitoraBl* 
iug*  bo0k§,  thvj  would  gtadlj 4tody  tlm&. 

^  Tbe  TOOttger  sdbokm  «re  fbeqveiicly  ntg^A  da  bf  tbe  etrnK-  ^ 
pM«iid  influence  of  the  old^roBMi 

4>:Tlie'Ceaehet0oaietimet«onttton«iio*8  tke  wofk  byongngiog   . 
ii].2t:«hins6lf ) ! 

'Alcnvnledgo  of  die  ctnm  tnggeott  .tlie*'f«mafy;<'-^ 

1.  Let'tbe*  sdioo!  house  be  comnefodioiks  nnd  eleanly ;  inviting  . 
in  its  Eppeiirance^  end  elevating  in  its  influence. 

2dl   L^  the  %dtiblhtB  be  fiimiBhed  with  entettainiilg  and  prott-   > 
abte  eniployjnent,  and  tievevleiiye  them  enoccnjned; 

3d.  Let  the  infections  inflUende'  of  bad  examples  in  the  lafger 
Bcholani  be  dffec^Hy  retndved. 

4dt.  Let  the  services  of  a  well  qnafiied  teacher,  of  good  nioratto^  ^ 
correct  example  and  watehtblness,  be  invariably  BiSear^l 

But,  if  the  mean  appearance  of  bur  school  houses'  is  one  reason*  ' 
why  they  are  so  defaced,  it  may  be  asked,  why  do  not  our  chMrches 
which  are  frequently  among  the  most  elegant  specimens  of  archi- 
tecture, escape  the  pollution  ?     The  reason  is  evident     The  foul 
ha^  Is  eontractfd  in  the  unseemly  school  house,  and  it  becomes  so 
established,  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  suspend  its  exercise  even  in  \ 
the  Temple  of  God,    Were  our  school  houses  in.  pojuut  ofneat- 
n^se  end  architecture^  equal  to  our. churches,  the  evil  in  question  i 
would  soon  become  less  prevalent,  and  with  judicioue  supervisioa  r 
we  ttiight  saftly  pi<edict  its  early  extinction.    I  woiHd  not  suggest 
that  too  much  pains  are  taken  to  make  our  churches  pleasant  and  ' 
conjfbrtable  ;  but  I  do  protest  that  thei^  is  a  great  and  unwise 
disproportion  in  the  appearance  of  our  churches  and  school  houses: 
Iris  frequently  the  case  in  villsiges  and  country  neighboriioods, 
that  the  expense  of  the  formei^  is  from^^  to^^Af^  times  tho 
value  of  the  latter.     The  appearance  of  our  school  houses  is  an 
important  consideration.    If  we  would  cultivate  the  heaUly  pro- 
pensities of  our  youth,  we  have  but  to  provide  them  places  of 
instruction  resembling  the  hovtU  which  our  cattle  occupy,  and 
the  work  is  well  begun.    On  the  contrary,'  if  we  would  take  into 
the  account  the  whole  duration  of  our  being,  and  the  cultivation 
and  right  development  of  the  nobler  faculties  of  our  nature^  while 
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the  aniiBftl  propeoaitiei  are  allowed  to  zemamina  latoBtatato^ 
and  adapt  metms  to  e/uU,  our  aehocd  heuaea  ahoold  be  pieaaaat  and 
taatefiil.  Every  thing  o6fonaiTe  ahcHild  be  separated  from  them*  and 
no  pains  should  be  spared  to  give  them  an  inviting  aspect  and  eleval* 
ing  influence.  It  is  easier  to  make  go(>d  obildran,  than  to  lefonii 
wicked  men.  It  is  cheaper  to  construct  commodious  school  hoesea» 
with  pleasant  jards  and  suitable  appuitenanceSi  than  to  erect  nn- 
merous  jails  and  extensile  prisons.  Geoxge  B.  Bmecson^  in  a 
lecture  on  moral  edocatioo»  speaks  to  the  point  "In  regard  to 
the  lower  animal  [Mropensities/'  says  he,  "  the  only  safe  principle 
ist  that  nothing  riiould  be  allowed  which  haf  a  tendency,  directly 
or  indirectly,  to  excite  them.  In  many  places  there  prevails  an 
alarming  and  criminal  indifference  upon  this  point  It  is  one  to- 
wards which  the  attention  of  the  teacher  should  be  carefully 
directed.  No  sound  should  .be  suffered  from  (he  lips;  no  word» 
or  figure  or,  mark  should  be  allowed  to  reach  the  eyes,  to  defS^e 
the  wall  of  the  house  or  outhouse,  which  coold  give  offence  to  the 
most  sensitive  delicacy.  This  is  the  teacher's  business.  He  must 
not  be  indifferent  to  it.  He  has  no  right  to  neglect  it  He  cannot 
transfer  it  to  another.  He,  and  he  only,is  responsible.  It  is  im- 
possible to  be  over  scrupulous  in  this  matter.  And  the  committee 
should  se^  that  the  teacher  ^oes  his  duty ;  otherwise  all  his  lessons 
in  duty  are  of  no  avail,  and  the  school,  instead  of  being  a  source  of 
purity,  delicacy  and  refinement,  becomes  a  fountain  of  comiptioii, 
throwing  o(ut  poisonous  waters,  and  rendering  the  moral  influenee 
more  pestiferous  than  that  &bled  fountain  of  old,  over  which  no 
creature  of  heaven  cpnld  fly  and  escape  death." 

In  conclusion^  on  thin  subject,  I  would  say,  if  there  is  one 
house  in  the  district  more  pleasantly  located,  more  comfortably  con- 
structed, better  warmedjand  more  inviting  in  its  general  appearance, 
and  more  elevating  in  its  influence  than  any  other,  that  house 
should  be  the  School  House. 
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8.      BDUCATION     IN   TBK   VNITKD   STATSB.* 

We  judge  of  the  literary  attaiDnieiits  of  the  citizens  of  a  atatet 
as  a  ufhofe,  by  comparing  all  the  individual  members  thereof,  with 
a  given  standard ;  and  of  their  capabilities  to  educate  the  rising 
generation*  by  the  character  of  their  schools,  and  the  proportion  of 
the  population  that  receive  instruction  in  them.  Let  us  compare 
Michigan  with  other  states  of  the  Union,  in  both  of  these  respects. 

According  to  the  census  of  1840,  the  total  population  of  the 
United  States,  was,  in  round  numbers,  17,000,000.  Of  this  num- 
ber, 550,000  wero  whites  over  twenty  years  of  age,  who  could  not 
read  and  write.  This  gives  one  white  person  over  the  age  of 
twenty,  to  every  thirty-one  of  the  entire  population  of  the  United 
States,  that  is  unable  to  read  and  write.  The  proportion  varies  in 
different  states,  from  one  in  five  hundred  and  eighty-nine  in  Con- 
necticut, to  one  in  eleven  in  North  Carolina. 

If  we  exclude  all  colored  persons,  and  whites  under  twenty 
years  of  age,  the  proportion  will  stand  thus :  In  the  United  States, 
one  to  every  twelve  is  unable  to  read  and  write.  The  proportion 
varies  from  one  in  two  hundred  and  ninety-four,  in  Connecticut, 
which  stands  the  highest,  to  one  in  three,  in  North  Carolina,  which 
stands  the  lowest. 

In  Tennessee,  the  proportion  is  one  in  four.  In  Kentucky,  Vir- 
ginia, Georgia,  South  Carolina,  and  Arkansas,  each,  one  in  five. 
In  Delaware  and  Alabama,  each,  one  in  six.  In  Indiana,  one  in 
seven.    In  Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  each,  one  in  eight. 

On  the  brighter  end  of  the  scale,  next  to  Connecticut,  in  which 
the  proportion  is  one  irl  two  hundred  and  ninety-four,  is  New 
Hampshire,  in  which  the  proportion  is  one  in  one  hundred  and 
fifty-nine.  In  Massacbasetts,  it  is  one  in  ninety.  In  Maine,  one  in 
seventy-two.  In  Vermont,  one  in  sixty-three.  Next  in  order 
comes  Michigan,  in  which  the  proportion  is  one  in  thirty-nine. 
There  are  twenty  states  below  Michigan,  and  only  five  above  her. 

But  even  this  estimate,  favorable  as  it  is,  does  not  allow  our 


*  That  portion  of  the  report  embraoed  under  th&i  bead,  waa  prepared  durinf  the  eaily  part 
of  last  aoDimer,  and  Antuied  ua  part  of  an  addreas  delivered  in  Ann  Arbor  the  evening  after 
the  ovfanizatlon  of  the  **  Michigan  State  Educational  Society.^  A  copy  of  the  Addreia,  and 
«ipecially  of  thia  portion  uf  it,  waa  solicited  Ibr  publication.  In  compliance  with  thia  request, 
that  portion  of  tiie  address  to  which  special  reference  was  made*  is  now  for  the  flrat 
pnbUsfaed.  It  is  hoped  its  appearance  will  inspire  the  citiaens  of  the  state  to  put  Ibrtfa  the 
oeeeasary  effort  to  maintain  the  elevated  poaition  we-oow  hold  among  ow  alater  ilatea. 
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own  state  an  opportunity  to  appear  in  her  true  tigbt.  .  It  is  well 
known  that  a  great  proportion  of  the  illiterate  population  of  this 
atate,  is  confined  to  a  few  counties. 

In  Mackinaw  and  Chippewa  counties,  there  is  one  white  penon 
over  twenty  years  of  age  to  every  five  of  the  entity  population, 
that  is  unable  to  read  and  write.  In  Ottawa,  one  in  fourteen.  In 
Cass,  one  in  twenty-two.  In  Wayne  and  Saginaw,  each,  one  in 
thirty-six. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are^  eight  entire  counties  in  the  State,  in 
which,  according  to  the  census  referred  to,  there  was  not  a  single 
white  inhabitant  over  twenty  years  of  age,  that  was  unable  to  read 
and  write.  It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  in  Ohio,  also,  there  are 
seven  such  counties,  making  fifteen  in  these  two  States,  while  in  all 
New  England  there  are  but  two.* 

There  may  also  be  selected,  in  this  State,  thirteen  counties,  viz ; 
Allegan,  Barry,  Branch,  Clinton,  Eaton,  Genesee,  Ingham,  Ionia, 
Kalamazoo,  Lapeer,  Livingston,  Oakland  and  Oceana,  in  which, 
collectively,  there  is  only  one  white  person  over  twenty,  in  four  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  five  of  the  entire  population,  that  cannot  read 
and  write.  This  is  seven  hundred  and  eighty*one  per  cent  higher 
than  the  highest  entire  State  in  the  Union. 

In  addition  to  these,  in  the  three  counties  of  Hillsdale,  Jackson 
and  Kent,  there  is  bat  one  in  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  that  is 
unable  to  read  and  write,  which  is  forty  per  cent  higher  tban  any 
entire  State  in  the  Union,  with  the  single  exception  of  Connecticut. 

But  let  us  make  the  comparison  in  another  respect,  and  see 
what  proportion  of  the  population  of  different  States  are  receiving 
instruction  in  schools.  Here,  to  do  justice  to  Michigan,  we  ought 
to  take  the  census  of  1845,  and  the  school  retams  for  that  year, 
inasmuch  as  our  school  system  had  had  in  1840,  hardly  an  oppor- 
tunity of  going  into  operation  since  its  adoption. 

In  1840,  one  in  seven  of  the  entire  population  of  the  State  at* 
tended  school  a  portion  of  the  year.  In  1845,  the  proportion  had 
increased,  taking  the  census  and  school  returns  for  that  year,  to 
one  in  four.  In  this  respect,  there  are  but  three  states  in  the  Un- 
ion, that,  according  to  the  census  of  1640,  rank  higher  than  Michigan 
stood  in  1845.     Their  names  in  order  are  Maine,  New  Hampshire 


*  FimakHn  to  Mmiohmufi  tad  Eimk  fan  Vtnaaat, 
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find  Yermont  In  round  numbers,  th^  proportion  of  the  entire 
population  that  attended  school  in  each  of  these  states,  is  one  in 
three.  In  Michigan,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  New  York, 
it  is  one  in  four.  In  Rhode  Island,  one  in  five.  In  Ohio  and  New 
Jersey,  each,  one  in  six.  In  Pennsylvania,  one  in  eight.  In  no 
other  state  is  the  proportion  more  than  one  in  ten;  while  in  ten 
states,  it  is  less  than  one  in  twenty-five.  Here  again,  we  see  that 
Michigan  stands  high  on  the  list  of  states. 

In  two  of  the  New  England  States,  nineteen  •twentieths  of  the 
scholars  taught,  are  instructed  in  common  schools.  In  New  York, 
fourteen-fifteenths.  In  one  of  the  New  England  States,  only  four^ 
fifths,  the  remainder  being  instructed  in  academies  and  select  or 
high  schools. 

In  some  of  the  Southern  States,  only  two-thirds  or  three-lburths 
of  the  entire  number  in  school,  attend  common  schools.  In  Micb- 
igan,  forty-six  forty-sevenths  of  all  scholars  attending  school,  re- 
ceive their  instruction  in  common  schools.  This  is  a  greater  pro-* 
portion  than  in  any  other  State  of  the  Union.  Ohio  ranks  next,  in 
this  respect,  thirty-six  thirty-sevenths  of  her  scholars  being  taught 
in  common  schools. 

In  the  three  thousand  school  districts  of  this  State,  there  are  op- 
wards  of  one  hundred  thousand  children  to  be  instructed.  The 
question  naturally  arises,  How  shall  we  provide  competent  teachen 
fer  this  army  of  youth,  to  whom  are  to  be  entrusted  the  future  des- 
tinies of  the  Peninsular  State  1 

Two  methods  have  been  proposed.  One  is,  to  invite  the  redan* 
dancy  of  teachers  at  the  East,  and  especially  those  of  New  Eng* 
land,  to  supply  the  educational  wants  of  destitute  portions  of  our 
State,  through  the  agency  of  the  '*Board  of  National  Popular  Ed- 
ucation." 

The  other  method  is  to  train  up  a  ntppljf  of  eampetaU  Uaehen  ai 
home.  Upon  this,  onlyt  can  we  safely  rely.  Whatever  aid  we  may 
derive  from  the  former  method,  we  should  thankfully  reoeiveu 
But  no  effort  should  be  withheld  on  that  account,  to  supply  oar 
own  wants  by  the  developement  of  our  owu  resources.  If  we  so 
far  rely  upon  the  ageocy  of  this  Board,  as  to  relax  any  eSbrCs  w» 
might  otherwise  put  forth,  what  lAsy  intend  for  our  good,  will  prov» 
to  us  a  cine,  and  not  a  Uewng, 
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Gov.  Slade,  the  '*  Greneral  Agent  of  the  Board  of  NstioDal 
Popular  Education/'  estimates  that  the  expense  of  four  weeks 
training  under  Miss  Beecher  and  her  coadjutors,  and  a  conveyance 
to  her  future  field  of  lahor,  will  average  one  hundred  dollars  for 
each  teacher  sent  out  under  the  patronage  of  the  Board.  This 
would  contemplate  an  expenditure  of  more  than  ferty  thousand 
dollars  to  furnish  qm  teacher  to  every  township  in  the  state ;  when 
the  actual  numher  employed  is  thirteen  hundred  male,  and  twentj- 
two  hundred  female  teachers ;  averaging  eight  to  a  township. 
One  tenth  of  this  sum,  judiciously  expended  for  the  improvement  of 
teachers  in  the  ttate,  could  hardly  fail  to  accomplish  more  good. 

Our  true  policy,  douhtless  is,  to  bid  well-qualified  teachers  from 
without,  a  hearty  welcome  to  our  state ;  but  to  lend  our  influence* 
and  give  of  our  means  for  the  improvement  of  teachers  eU  home, 
upon  whom,  after  all,  we  must  chiefly  rely. 
\[^e  Superintendent,  in  his  former  reports,  has  urged  the  ne- 
cessity of  teachers'  receiving  a  special  training  to  qualify  them  fat 
the  proper  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  profession.  He  will  not, 
therefore»  dwell  upon  this  subject  in  this  connection.  The  inter* 
ests  of  popular  education  require  that  something  should  be  done  for 
the  improvement  of  the  present  generation  of  teachers.  This,  per- 
haps, can  Jbe  better  accomplished  through  the  agency  of  Teacbeia' 
Institutes,  than  by  any  other  instrumentality.  There  b,  at  present, 
a  great  lack  of  suitable  persons  to  take  the  charge  of  these  Insti- 
tutes. This  lack  can  be  supplied  only  by  the  establishment  of  a 
Normal  School  for  the  professional  training  of  teachers.  Such  an 
institution  would  be  productive  of  incalculable  good.  In  relation 
to  the  nature  and  advantages  of  both  of  these  institutions,  the  Su- 
perintendent is  prepared  to  submit  his  views  to  the  l^islature,  in 
such  form  as  they  may  direct. 

9.    WBO  Aae  intebested  in  the   subject  of  bi>(}cation. 

The  cause  of  popular  education  commends  itself  to  every  indi' 
Tidaal  in  the  community,  whether  he  has  children  or  not,  and 
whether  those  chtidren  are  already  educated  or  not 

Ist  This  cause  commends  itself  to  every  CHizeH,  even  thongfa  be 
regards  no  other  than  his  pecuniary  interests.  If  civilisation  is 
prefeiableto  barbarism,  then  is  every  citizen  personally  interested 
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in  the  improvemetit  of  our  schools,  and  tbe  education  of  all  the 
youth  of  the  state.  If  our  neighbors'  children  are  untaught,  and 
BirfTered  to  grow  to  years  under  the  influence  of-^^treei  education,  in 
indolence  and  vice,  we  thereby  jeopard  the  safety  of  our  persons 
and  property.  But  if  our  own  and  our  neighbors'  children  are 
properly  educated ;  if  their  minds  are  well  cultivated,  and  they 
become  thoroughly  established  in  habits  of  industry,  frugality,  and 
virtue,  then  are  we  safe  in  our  persons  and  in  our  property. 

The  man  of  wealth,  who,  from  sordid  motives,  refuses  or  neg- 
lects to  co*operrate  in  this  noblest  of  enterprises,  which  contemplates 
the  greatest  good  of  the  present  and  all  coming  generations,  may, 
in  a  few  years,  realize  that  he  was  penny  wise  and  pound  foolish ; 
for  the  very  children  whose  education  he  neglected,  would  have 
become,  under  &vorable  auspices,  good  citizens,  peaceable  neigh- 
bors,  and  prosperous  members  of  the  community.  Bnt  now  they 
are  hardly 'better  than  barbarians.  In  times  of  civil  commotion, 
political  excitement,  or  pecuniary  embarrassment,  they  are  ready 
to  mingle  with,  or  head,  if  need  be,  a  frenzied  mob;  and  he,  under 
whose  benign  patronage  they  might  have  become  prosperons  citi- 
zens, and  good  members  of  the  community,  in  consequence  of  his 
cold  neglect,  if  not  contempt,  may  be  the  first  to  see  his  own  house 
torn  down  over  his  head,  and  his  family  turned  into  the  streets  in 
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penury,  while  his  stores  and  his  warehouses  are  broken  open,  and 
his  goods  and  merchandize  are  seized  upon,  and  distributed  to  the 
clamorous  and  hungry  multitude. 

23.  This  cause  commends  itself  to  the  Patriot,  How  can  he  who 
loves  his  country,  and  desires  to  see  a  broad  and  deep — a  sure 
foundation  laid,  upon  whish  may  be  reared  a  magnificent  and  en* 
during  superstructure  of  national  grandeur,  so  reasonably  expect 
to  see  the  consummation  of  his  hopes,  as  when  maturing  and  exe- 
cuting liberal  plans  for  the  education  of  his  country's  youth  1 

The  language  of  George  Washington,  in  his  farewell  address, 
"Promote  as  an  object  of  primary  importance,  institutions  for  the 
general  diffusion  of  knowledge,"  we  have  already  quoted. 

Akin  to  this  is  the  noble  sentiment  of  John  Adams,  which  he 
conveyed  to  his  wife  when  public  duties  separated  him  from  his 
jGeimily,    Said  he^  "The  education  of  my  children  is  never  out  of 
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m;  mind.  Train  them  to  Tirtue ;  habitttate  them  to  iadustxy,  acdr* 
ity  and  spirit;  make  them  cooaidor  every  vice  as  shameful  and  on- 
manly  ;  fire  them  with  ambition  to  be  useful ;  make  them  diadaia 
to  be  destitute  of  any  useful  knowledge/' 

Every  parent  should  make  these  sentiments  his  own ;  and  eveiy 
man  claiming  to  be  a  patrioi,  should  be  able  in  some  sense  to  say, 
"The  education  of  my  country's  youth  is  never  out  of  my  mind." 
And  he  should  art  consistently  with  this  sentiment. 

8d.  This  cause  commends  itself  to  the  PhUaniiropisL  He  who 
loves  his  kind  and  desires  to  meliorate  their  condition,  can,  in  no 
other  way  so  successfully  labor  to  accomplish  the  object  of  his 
vvishes,  as  in  building  up  good  systems  of  education  for  the  yonng. 

There  is  nothing  valuable  pertaining  to  man,  but  what  he  is  of 
himself;  and  it  is  the  province  of  the  educator  harmoniously  to  de- 
velope  his  infinite  capabilities,  and  thusqualii^  him  for  the  greatest 
usefulness  to  his  fellows,  and  the  peraonal  enjoyment  ef  xhe  maxi- 
mum of  human  happiness. 

4th.  Needl  add^  this  cause  commends  itself  to  the  .  Ckrutaml 

How  can  the  disciple  of  Jesus  so  successfully  execute  theinstmction 
of  the  risen  Savior,  "  Go  teach  all  nations,"  as  in  providing  suitable 
schools  for  the  education  of  children  ? — schools  in  which  their  evil 
propensities  shall  be  subdued,  and  their  nobler  powers  be  cultivated 
and  cherished  into  a  healthful  growth  ? — schools,  in  short,  in  which 
"  children  shall  bo  trained  up  in  the  way  they  should  go  }'' 

5th.  But  more  especially  does  this  cause  commend  itself  to  the 
Christian  Minister,  The  Great  Teacher  said,  "  Suffer  little  children 
to  come  unto  me,  and  forbid  them  not ;  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of 
heaven, — and  he  took  them  in  his  arms  and  blessed  them."  It  is 
nevertheless  true  that  "a  child  lefl  to  himself  bringeth  his  parents 
to  shame."  How  important,  then,  is  early  religious  training.  And 
how  much  easier  and  pleasanter  it  is  rightly  to  direct  the  opening 
energies  of  the  youthful  mind,  and  cultivate  a  love  for  truth  and 
virtue,  until  their  principles  are  fixed  in  the  heart,  and  incorpora- 
ted into  the  very  being,  than  it  is  to  reform  the  man  grown  old  in 
ain.  Education,  in  a  full  and  proper  sense,  implies  all  that  train- 
ing which  is  necessary  rightly  to  develope  man's  immortal  energies, 
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and  prepare  him  for  respectability^  usefulnets,  and  happiness  in  this 
lift,  and  for  everlastihg  felicity  in  that  which  is  to  come. 

Let  me  not  be  misunderstood  in  the  use  of  the  word  "  religious/' 
I  use'it  as  inculcating  the  doctrines  of  the  Sennon  on  the  Mount, 
and  the  sublime  precepts  of  the  Bible,  and  in  a  sense  as  far  re* 
moYed  from  sectarianism  as  true  piety  is  from  bigotry. 

All  our  children  will  be  educated  somewhere.  It  is  for  us  to 
elect  whether  they  shall  recetTO  their  training  in  the  school  house,  or 
in  the  streets  ;  and  if  in  the  former,  whether  in  good  or  poor  schools. 

In  the  discharge  of  my  o£Scial  duties  in  this  state,  I  have  had  oc- 
casion to  visit  two  counties  in  which  there. were  no  organized  com- 
mon schools.*  They  were  not,  however,  without  places  of  in- 
struction ;  for  in  the  shire  town  of  each  of  those  counties  there  were 
a  billiard«room,  bar-rooms,  and  ball-alleys.  I  was  forcibly  im- 
pressed with  the  remark  of  an  Indiah  Chief*  residing  in  one  of 
those  counties.  As  he  was  passing  along  the  streets  one  day,  he 
discovered  a  second  haU-aUey  in  process  of  erection.  He  paused, 
and  remarked  to  those  at  work  upon  it,  '<  You  have  here  another 
very  long  building  going  up  rapidly  ;  and,"  he  added,  *'  is  this  the 
place  where  our  children  are  to  be  educated  ]"  Those  two  ball- 
alleys,  with  their  bars,  (indispensable  appendages,}  were  thronged 
from  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  past  midnight,  six  days  in  the 
week.  They  were,  moreover,  the  very  places  where  many  of  the 
youth  of  that  village  were  receiving  their  education.  And  who 
were  their  teachers  ]  Idlers,  tipplers,  gamblers,  profane  persons, 
sabbath  breakers,  t^  As  is  the  teacher,  so  will  be  the  school. —  , 
These  pupils  will  graduate,  it  may  be,  at  our  poor  houses,  at  our' 
•county  jails,  or  at  our  State  Penitentiary. 

As  we  have  already  seen,  the  statutes  of  the  state  provide  that , 
■every  child,  rich  and  poor,  noble  and  ignoble,  without  regard  to 
circumstances  of  color  or  birth,  may  have  access  to  the  common 
school.  If  their  parents  are  unable  to  pay  their  tuition,  and  furnish 
them  with  books,  the  law  provides  that  the  necessary  sum  to  meet 
these  expenses,  may  be  levied'  upon  the  taxable  property  of  the 
district.  How  much  more  pleasant  and  satisfactory  it  must  be  to 
every  good  citizen,  to  bear  a  part  in  educating  the  poor  of  his 
district,  than  to  wait  a  few  years,  and  then  pay  the  same  amount,  with 

•SchoolifaaTe  rfnc*  bam  orittdied  in  both  of  tfaoit  ooutkt. 
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a  beavy  interest,  to  support  them  as  paapen  or  crimioals ;  and  ee- 
pecially  when  we  consider  that  they  became  such  by  the  cold 
neglect  of  their  neighbors  and  fellow  citixens. 

I  have  said  all  our  children  will  be  educated  som^whese.— 
Should  we  notexercise  the  same  vigilance,  and  put  forth  the  same 
effbity  and  greater^  if  need  be,  to  have  every  child  in  our  respec- 
tive  towns  and  districts,  educated  in  a  good  school,  that  devoted 
politicians  on  the  eve  of  an  exciting  election  do,  to  secure  the 
attendance  of  every  voter  at  the  polls  ] 

Just  in  proportion  as  the  lovers  of  good  order,  and  the  lovers  of 
our  country  and  her  precious,  blood-bought  institutions,  relax  their 
exertions  in  this  cause,  just  in  proportion  as  they  cease  to  put  forth 
the  requisite  efforts  to  improve  and  elevate  our  country's  youth, 
just  in  the  same  ratio  will  his  Satanic  Majesty's  votaries  increase 
their  efforts  in  sending  forth  the  thousand  and  one  streams  of  in- 
iquity and  death,  which  their  foul  machinations  have  invented,  to 
poison  the  youth  of  our  country,  and  forever  blast  their  fair  pros- 
pects. There  is  no  standing  still  in  this  matter.  We  must  pre* 
occupy  the  ground,  and  put  forth  the  necessary  effort  to  train  the 
rising  generation  aright,  that  our  species  may  advance  in  the  scale 
of  being  and  human  perfectibility,  or,  by  the  ceaseless  efforts  of 
wicked  men,  they  will  retrograde  and  descend  the  steeps  of  death. 

The  object  of  the  various  county  and  township  educational  so- 
cieties organized  in  all  parts  of -the  State,  is,  the  promotion  of  pop- 
ular education,  and  particularly  the  organization  and  improvement 
of  common  schools.  In  them  politicians  of  every  party,  and  reli- 
gionists of  every  sect, — in  a  word,  every  well  wisher  to  our  country, 
male  and  female,  may  unite  their  iefforts  and  "work  together*'  for 
the  promotion  of  human  happiness  and  the  elevation  of  huoaan 
kind.  Shall  we  not,  then,  as  good  citizens,  patriots,  philanthro- 
pists and  christians,  enter  this  field,  shoulder  to  shoulder,  and  as 
politicians  sometimes  say,  "give  a  long  pull,  a  strong  pull,  and  a 
pull  altogether,"  until  every  youth  in  our  land  is  either  rightly 
taught  at  home,  or  brought  within  the  pale  of  a  good  school  1  We 
should  then  be  able  to  comprehend  more  fully  the  meaning  of  these 
precious  words,  "Righteousness  exalteth  a  nation.*'  We  have 
now  abundant  means  of  comprehending  the  fearful  counterpart, 
"Sin  is  a  reproach  to  any  people." 
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10.  TUft  IMPOETANGB  OF  EDUCATION. 

A  most  Tslttable  work,  the  joint  labor  of  Dr.  Alonzo  Potter  of 
Umon  College,  (now  Bisbop  Potter  of  PennsylTaaia.)  and  G^eo. 
B.  BiPoraoo»  ^B«q.,  of  Boston,  entitled,  "The  School  and  the  School 
MaMr/'  18  published  by  Harper  and  Brothers.  By  the  munifi- 
cenco  of  a  wealthy  citizen  of  Western  New  York,  this  work  has 
been  placed  in  every  school  district  in  that  State.  It  has  been 
furnished,  in  like  manner,  to  the  school  districts  of  Massachusetts. 

The  general  subject  of  the  first  chapter,  embracing  the  first  one 
hundred  and  fifly  pages  of  the  work,  is.  The  Education  of  the 
People.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  sections  six  and  seven 
of  this  chapter,  on  The  Importance  of  Education  : — 

1st.  7h  the  individuah  Education  of  some  kind  is  unavoidable. 
We  must  choose,  therefore,  between  the  casual  education  of  cir- 
cumstances, which  is  bad,  and  the  formal  tuition  of  teachers  and  pa* 
rents,  which  may,  and  should  be,  good. 

1.  The  uneducated  are  sensual,  and.  therefore,  selfish  and  cruel. 

2.  They  are  the  victims  of  groundless  hopes  and  fears ;  there- 
fore  credulous,  superstitious,  and  unhappy. 

8.  They  are  prejudiced ;  therefore  averse  to  new  truths,  and 
unable  to  appreciate  them. 

4.  They  are  deprived  of  the  personal  and  domestic  resources 
enjoyed  by  all  who  love  books. 

5.  They  do  not  enjoy  the  emotions  even  of  surprise,  wonder,  or 
adoration,  as  highly  as  those,  who  enquire  and  reason. 

6.  They  are  unfitted  for  the  more  profitable  and  bonoraUe  em- 
ployments of  life. 

7.  They  are  less  likely  to  be  satisfied  with  their  station  in  lifi^ 
and  vrith  the  labors  and  cares  to  which  they  are  subjected. 

2d.  To  socUty^  Society  is  a  partnership,  and  may  be  conaidered, 
first,  as  a  motorio/ partnership  ;  second,  as  a^t^tco/and  social  one 

As  a  mataial partnerihip,  engaged  in  producing  and  distributing 
wealth,  it  is  benefited  by  education,  because, 

Education  makes  men  more  industrions ;  mote  trustworthy ; 
more  active  and  symstematic ;  more  cheerful ;  more  far-sighted  ^ 
more  economical,  as  producers  and  preservers  of  property. 

By  neglecting  these  truths,  England  has  suffered.  By  observing 
them,  Netp-Ettgland  has  greatly  prospered. 

It  follows :  1.  That  education  affords  the  most  certain  means  of 
developing  the  industrial  recources  of  a  country,  and  promoting  its 
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growth  and  proBperity.    2.  That  general  edueadon  is  the  beat  pre- 
ventiTe  of  pauperiain . 

$.  As  ^ff^itieal  and  moral parinenkip,  society  is  benefited  by  edu- 
cation, because,  ^ 

It  tends  to  make  a  people  more  orderly,  and  to  substitate  reflec- 
tion for  passion ;  to  predispose  them  to  respect  lawful  authority ; 
to  indispose  them  to  submit  to  oppression  ;  to  render  political  re- 
volutions grradual  and  bloodless ;  to  qualify  men  for  the  exercise  of 
more  and  more  political  power ;  to  make  refinement  and  civiliza- 
tion universal. 

Examples  of  the  benignant  social  effects  of  general  education 
are  afforded,  1.  By  small  communities,  like  the  parish  of  Oberlin, 
or  the  manfacturing  town  of  Lowell,  (Mass.)  2.  By  states  or  natioDB, 
8uch  as  the  states  of  New-England,  the  democratic  cantons  of 
Switzerland,  Holland,  Prussia,  &:c. 

*  The  influence  of  education  in  diminishing  crime,  is  proved  by 
many  particular  facts,  and  by  the  general  result,  that  Crimea  de- 
crease, usually,  in  proportion  as  a  good  system  of  popular  instruc- 
tion becomes  more  prevalent 

This  education,  so  important  to  individuals  and  to  states,  may  be 
made  attainable  to  all,  even  the  most  indigent  and  laborious ;  (or, 

1.  Labor  does  not  deaden  the  intellect,  but .  tends  rather  to 
quicken  and. invigorate  it. 

2.  The  claims  of  labor  are  not  inconsistent  with  leisure  suf- 
ficient for  mental  culture. 

There  must  be  a  deeper  conviction,  among  the  people,  of  die 
necessity  and  value  of  education,  and  a  clearer  perception  of  its 
nature  and  objects,  before  we  can  expect  any  great  improvement 

The  preceding  is  a  brief  summary  of  the  two  sections  referred 
tOf  in  which  are  ably  maintained  the  doctrines  here  stated,  and  the 
inferences  drawn. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  say,  much  of  this  report  has  been 
prepared  under  very  unfavorable  circumstances.  The  information 
upon  which  a  part  of  it  is  based,  came  to  hand  at  a  very  late  pe- 
riod. Portions  of  it  have  hence  been  written  in  great  haste,  and 
without  an  opportunity  for  revision.  All  I  can  say,  is,  I  have  ex- 
ecuted the  important  trust  committed  to  my  handsi  according  to 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1837.  155 

the  beat  of  my  ability,  under  the  circamstances.  Its  imperfections 
are  numerous ;  but  hoping^that  it  may,  in  some  degree,  meet  the 
expectations  of  the  Legislature  by  whom  it  was  authorized,  and  be 
instmmental  in  advancing  the  interests  of  Popular  Education,  it 
is  sOTt  forth  to  the  several  school  districts  of  the  State. 
.  Inasmuch  as  an  unusually  large  edition  of  this  pamphlet  is 
printed,  for  general  circulation,  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Re- 
gents, and  of  the  Board  of  Visitors,  which  have  hitherto  been  ap< 
peeded  to  the  Superintendent's  Report,  will  this  year  be  printed 
as  a  separate  document  « 

In  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  law,  I  have  appended  to  this 
report  a  list  of  books,  deemed  suitable  for  use  in  Primary  Schools, 
and  a  list  of  books  for  Township  Libraries. 

IRA  MAYHEW, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 


LIST  OF  BOOKS 

Recommended  by  the  Superintetutemt  of  PuUic  InMruciwHi  at  nduMe 
for  ute  in  Primary  Schools^  for  Tea^urs^andjbr  TovmAipldhrarietm 


Note,  rdating  to  the  Recommendation  of  Books, 

There  is  a  great  variety  of  books  in  use  in  the  schoob  of  nearly 
every  township  in  the  State.  This  variety  causes  an  unnecessazy 
expense  to  parents,  and  is  a  perplexity  to  teachers,  preventing,  as 
it  too  frequently  does,  a  proper  classification  of  scholars ;  it  is, 
hence,  an  impediment  in  the  improvement  of  our  schools,  which 
should  be  removed  as  early  as  practicable.  It  is  not  neceuary  to 
the  removal  of  the  difficulty,  that  the  same  series  of  books  should 
be  used,  throughout  the  State.  This,  indeed,  would  be  tinj^rocdea- 
Ne,  if  desirable.  It  would  be  well,  however,  for  all  the  schools  of 
a  towtiship,  to  use  a  uniform  series  of  books ;  and  when  practicable, 
for  the  schools  of  a  county  to  do  so.  At  least,  a  series  should  be 
adopted  for  use  in  every  district.  This  is  of  the  utmost  importance. 

In  arranging  the  following  list  of  books,  the  Superintendent  has 
had  reference : 

1st  To  the  relative  merits  of  different  books  in  use,  which  he  has 
been  able  to  examine : 

2d.  To  the  extent  to  which  these  several  works  are  in  use  in  the 
schools  of  the  State.  When  any  of  these  books  are  in  general  vte 
in  the  schools  of  a  township,  the  Superintendent  would  not  recom- 
mend a  change.  But  when  there  is  not  a  uniformity,  he  would  ad- 
vise that  a  series  be  selected  and  recommended  for  general  use ; 

either, 

1.  By  the  County  Educational  Society,  afler  being  first  examin- 
ed and  recommended  by  a  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose ; 
or,  if  this  is  not  done, 

2.  By  a  Township  Educational  Society,  where  one  exists,  after 
being  examined  and  recommended  as  above ;  or  finally,  if  neither 
of  the  preceding  methods  is  adopted, 
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3.  By  tbe  several  School  Diatricts*  in  district  meeting  assemNed. 
Districts  have,  sometimes,  at  a  regular  meetings  called  for  that  pur- 
pose, appointed  a  Committee  to  report  a  list  of  books  for  use  in  their 
schools.  At  an  adjourned  meeting,  they  have  heard  tbe  report  of 
the  committee,  and  adopted  it,  with  or  without  modification,  and 
passed  a  resolution  to  continue  the  use  of  the.  books  then  adopted, 
until  they  should  be  changed  by  a  regular  meetmg  of  the  district, 
called  for  that  purpose. 

Any  committee,  by  examining  the  following  list  of  books,  and  by 
considering  what  are  in  use  in  their  schools,  can  arrive  at  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Superintendent  in  their  particular  case : 

1.  SpeBmg  Bookie 
Cobb's  New  Spelling  Book,  and  First  Book, 

*'       New  Primary  Spelling  Book, 
Town's  Spelling  and  Defining  Book, 
Lamb's  Spelling  Book,  and  Primmer, 
Sanders'  Spelling  Book,  and  Primmer, 
Gallaudet  &  Hooker's  Spelling  Book, 
McOuffey's  Eclectic  Spelling  Book. 

2.  Reading  Books. 
Cobb's  New  Juvenile  Readers,  Nos,  1,  2  and  3, 

"  "    Sequel,  and  North  American  Reader, 

Town's  Series  of  School  Readers,  (in  four  numbers,) 
Sanders'  School  Readers,  (in  four  numbers,) 
The  American  Popular  Lessons,  Introduction  and  Sequel  to  tbe 
same,  and  School  Friend, 
McQuffey's  Eclectic  Series  of  Readers, 
Goodrich's  Series  of  School  Readers, 
Fowle's  Fanuliar  Dialogues, 
Swaet's  EkMution, 
Porter's  Rhetorical  Reader, 
Lovelies  United  States  Speaker, 

"        Young  Speaker, 
Clagget's  Elocution  Made  Easy, 
ComsCock's  System  of  Elocution, 

"  Phonetic  Reader,  and  Speaker^ 


^ 
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Rtuiell  and  Ooldibury's  Schbol  Readers, 

The  Child's  Guide,  InteUigentReader.and  Village  School  Reader. 

3.  Arithmetics. 
Thomson's  Mental  Arithmetic, 

**         Practical  Arithmetic, 

**         Higher  Arithmetic, 
Colburn's  First  Lessons  in  Arithmetic, 
Perkins'  Elementary,  and  Higher  Arithmetic, 
Adams'  New  Arithmetic, 
Davies'  Arithmetic,  (in  three  parts,) 
Emerson's  Arithmetic,  (in  three  parts,) 
Smith's  New  Arithmetic, 

Mental  and  Written  Arithmetic,  by  F.  A.  Adams, 
Robinson's  Practical  and  Theoretical  Arithmetic, 
Ray's  Arithmetic,  (in  three  parts.) 

4*  G-eographies, 
Mitchell's  Primary  Geography, 

"         Modem  School  Geography, 
''        Ancient  Geography, 
Olney's  Practical  Introduction  to  Geography, 
«        Elementary  Geography,  adapted  toOlney's  Outline  Maps, 
"        System  of  Modem  Geography, 
Woodbridge's  Geography, 
Smith's  Geography. 

5«  Chrammar  and  CompMitttm. 

Well's  School  Grammar, 

Brown's  Grammar, 

Kirkham's  Grammar, 

Frazee's  Grammar, 

Fowle's  Common  School  Grammar,  (in  two  parts,) 

Peirce's  Grammar  of  the  English  Language, 

Tower's  Gradual  Lessons  in  Grammar,  or  Guide  to  the  Con- 
struction of  the  English  Langua^, 

FrosVs  Easy  Exercises  in  English  Compositioii, 

Parker's  Progressive  Exercises  in  Englkh  Composition, 
*'         Aids  to  English  Composition, 

Poetical  Selections,  designed  as  Exerases  in  Parsing,  by  T. 
Rickard  andH.Orcutt, 

Parsing  Book,  by  A.  H.  Weld,  author  of  a  grammar. 
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Firat  Lessons  on  Natural  Philosophy,  by  Mass  Swift, 

Phelp's  Natural  Philosophy  for  Beginners, 

Olmsted's  Rudiments  of  Natural  Philosophy  and  Astronomy,* 

Smith's  Natural  Philosophy/ 

Coffin's  Natural  Philosophy,* 

Johnston's  Natural  Philosophy, 

Mrs.  Phelps'  Lectures  on  Natural  Philosophy, 

Comstock's  Natural  Philosophy, 

Wayland's  Moral  Science,  abridged  for  Schools. 

7.  Chemistries. 

Johnston's  Catechism  of  Agricultural  Chemistry  and  Geology. 

[This  work,  by  its  shortness  and  simplicity,  is  admirably  adapted 
to  the  capacity  of  children ;  and  when  illustrated  by  cheap  and 
simple  experiments,  as  the  author  recommends,  it  cannot  fail  to 
make  a  lasting  impression  on  the  juvenile  mind.] 

Mrs.  Phelps'  Chemistry  for  Beginners, 

Silliman's  Chemistry,- 

Beck's  Chemistry, 

Johnson's  Moffat's  Chemistry, 

Phelps'  Chemistry, 

Comstock's  Chemistry, 

Hoblyn's  ChemUtry. 

8.  Histories. 

Willson's  Juvenile  American  Histofy« 

"        History  of  the  United  States, 

Mrs.  Willard's  History  of  the  United  States, 

"  Universal  History, 

Willson's  American  History, 

Bobbins'  Outlines  of  History, 

Goodrich's  Ancient  History, 

Parley's  Common  School  History, 

Bloss'  Ancient  History. 

9.  Physiologies. 

Primary  Lessons  in  Physiology,  by  Mrs.  Jane  Taylor, 

Griscom's  First  Lessons  lu  Physiology. 

[This  work,  to  which  are  added  brief  rules  of  health,  is  worthy 

«*«  T%a  workf  marked  *  are  Intanpencd  with  pr»ctlcal  queitto—  iayolvJug?  ^  fiiinliweii 
ta!  i»rtiielplet  of  tbe  •dence,  which,  in  my  Judgment,  rerj  much  enhancM  thdr  ▼«!«« ;  for  ]m- 
yOt  not  vafreqiuntly  commit  to  memory  the  rerj  word«  Ia  which*  priatipU  b  rtttftl,  Wttfc- 
ovtobtyDiBg  tay  idea  of  ttio  maaabif,  «r  pnciiad  >ppMotton  of  nid  prindplOb 
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of  a  place  in  every  commoQ  school  in  our  land,  and  sbould  be  intro- 
duced where  a  more  exteosiye  treatise  i&  not  already  in  use.] 

The  House  I  Live  In,  by  Dr.  W.  A.  Alcott. 

[This  deservingly  popular  treatise  on  Physiology,  has  already 
been  productive  of  incalculable  good.] 

Cutter's  Anatomy  and  Physiology, 

Lee*8,  Coates',  and  Comstock^s  Physiology. 

10.  Algebras, 

Tower's  Intellectual  Algebra, 

Sherwin's  Common  School  Algebra, 

Perkins'  Elements  of  Algebra, 

Day's  Algebra,  Abridged  by  Thomson,. 

Robinson's  Algebra, 

Davies'  Algebra. 

For  higher  Mathemadcal'Works,  see  Day  and  Thomson's  Series, 
Perkins',  or  Davies'. 

IX.  Miscdlaneous, 

Gallaudet  and  Hooker's  Dictionary, 

Wedgwood's  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States, 

Elements  of  Logic,  by  Chaa.  K.  True, 

Wright's  Analytical  Orthography, 

Metrical  Stories  in  Chemistry  and  Natural  Philosophy, 

Winchester's  Penmanship,  in  Four  Books, 

Root's  Penmanship,  in  Twelve  Books, 

Town's  Analysis  of  the  English  Language, 

Boyd's  Elements  of  Rhetoric  and  Literary  Criticism, 

Oswold's  Etymological  Dictionary, 

McEIligott's  Analytical  Manual, 

Lynd's  First  Book  of  Etymology, 
**      Class  Book  of  Etymology, 

Mattison's  Elementary  Astronomy,  accompanied  by  sixteen  col* 
ored  maps — one  set  of  maps  for  a  school ; 

Abbott's  Young  Astronomer, 

Burritt's  Oeography  of  the  Heavens. 

Kendall's  TJranography,  or  a  Description  of  the  Heavens, 


The  Bye  and  Hand,  being  a  series  of  Practical  Lessons  in  Draw- 
uig,  by  William  B.  Fowle ; 
Child's  First  Book  in  Drawing,  by  J.  Holbrook ; 
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Pearle's  Graphici,  for  the  EdiKcation  of  the  Eye  and  the  TnUn- 
iDg  of  the  Hand, 

Wiokham's  Juvenile  Slate  Drawing  Tablets,  twelve  in  a  aet,  em- 
bracing more  than  250  degigna  in  drawing  and  writing— tin  frames. 

[These  Drawing  Tablets  should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  ehild. 
The  School  Register,  School  Ledger,  etc.  etc.,  are  published  by 
Mr.  O.  O.  Wickharo,  Clinton  Hall,  N.  Y.  But  as  I  expect  to  be 
able  to  communicate  notices  of  the  preceding,  and  Wickham's 
''Educational  Incentives,"  '*  Teachera  Tokens,"  etc.  etc.,  with  this 
pamphlet,  I  will  not  here  extend  a  notice  of  them.  They  are  in- 
genious plans  for  the  encouragement  of  teachers  and  pupils.] 


The  School  Singer,  by  Bradbury  and  Sanders, 

The  Juvenile  Choir,  by  Georgi^  Kingsley, 

The  Primary  School  Song  Book,  by  Mason  and  Webb> 

The  Song  Book  of  the  School  Room,  by  Mason  and  Webb, 

The  Musical  A  B  C,  by  E.Ives,  Jr., 

The  Singer's  First  and  Second  Books,  by  J.  &  H.  Bird, 

Edson's  Vocal  Guide,  Pease's  Philosophy  of  Music. 


The  Young  Botanist,  by  J.  L.  Comstock, 

Phelps'  Botany  for  Beginners, 

Lincoln's,  (now  Mrs.  Phelps,)  and  Corastock's  Botany, 

.The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America,*^  with  an  Al- 
phabetical Analysis ;  the  Declaration  of  Independence ;  the  prom- 
inent political  acts  of  George  Washington  ;  electoral  vot^s  for  all 
ike  Presidents  and  Vice  Presidents;  the  High  Authorities  and 
Civil  Officers  of  Government,  from  March  4,  1789,  to  March  3, 
1847;  Chronological  Narrative  of  the  several  States;  and  other 
interesting  matter,  with  a  doscriptive  account  of  the  State  Papers* 
Public  Documents,  and  other  sources  of  Political  and  Statistical 
Information,  at  the  Seat  of  Government :  by  W.  Hickey,  second 
edition,  Philadelphia;  T.  C.  &  P.  G.  Collins,  1847.  [This  work 
was  prepared  and  published  under  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  passed  February  18,  1847.] 

Young's  Science  of  Government, 

Story  on  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Frost's  Class  Book  of  Nature, 

First  Book  of  Natural  History,  by  A.  Ackerman, 


*  See  third  page  of  oorer. 
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Ha8kel*B  Juvesild  Class  Book  of  Natoral  Historj, 
Goldsmith's  Natural  History,  abridged  for  schools, 
Ruschenberger's  Series  of  First  Books  of  Natural  History, 
>    Biglaiid's  Natural  History  of  Animals, 

Hitchcock's  £lememary  Geology,  (reTised  edition,) 
Randall's  Geology, 
Comstock's  Geology. 

Winchester's  Book  Keepings  by  Single  Entry, 

Northend's  Common  School  Book  Keeping, 

Book  Keeping  for  Common  Schools,  by  S.  A.  Tbomaa, 

Crittenden's  Book  Keeping, 

Preston's  Book  Keeping. 

12.  AppartUus, 

Cornell's  improved  Terrestrial  Globe,  accompanied  with  a  smaD 
book  showing  the  manner  of  using  it. 

[The  price  of  this  ingenious  article,  secured  to  the  inyentor  by 
patent,  is  $3  00.  By  it  a  great  variety  of  interesting  and  useful 
problems,  relating  to  the  changes  of  the  seasons,  the  lengthening 
and  shortening  of  the  days  and  nigh  t8;etc.,  etc.,  maybe  readily  solved.] 

Holbrook's  Apparatus  for  Common  Schools. 

[The  set  embraces  a  Tellurion,  (for  explaining  changes  of  the 
seasons,  eclipses,  tides,  etc.,)  a  Wheel  Orrery,  Suspension  Orrery, 
Globe  and  Stand,  Numerical  Frame,  etc.,  etc.  The  price  of  the 
entire  set  is,  I  believe,  $13  50.  '  The  articles  may  be  obtained  sep- 
arately at  McFarren's  bookstore  in  Detroit.  The  Numerical 
Frame,  which  costs  $1  00,  should  be  in  every  primary  school.  1^ 
is  very  useful,  especially  in  teaching  mental  arithmetic] 

Mitchell's  Outline  Maps,  one  set  for  a  school. 

[These  maps  are  an  invaluable  auxilary  in  the  study  of  Geogra- 
phy. There  are  twenty-four  large  maps  in  the  series,  varying  in 
surface  from  six  to  twenty-four  square  feet.  The  entire  set,  put 
up  in  a  portfolio,  may  be  obtained  for  fifteen  dollars.] 

Oiney's  Elementary  Geography  and  Outline  Maps. 

[This  set  contains  seven  maps,  varying  in  size  from  five  to  ten 
square  feet.  The  set,  put  up  in  a  portfolio,  may  be  obtained  for  five 
dollars  and  a  half.     One  set  of  maps  is  sufficient  for  a  school.] 

Bliss'  Geography,  and  Outline  Maps. 

[The  maps  are  eight  in  number,  and  vary  in  size  from  six  to 
twelve  square  feet] 
"    Mattison's  Elementary  Astronomy,  accompanied  by  sixteen  col- 
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ored  maps,  eaeh  S6  by  42  inchen,  designed  to  illustrate  tbe  Medi- 
anism  of  the  Heavens. 

[Oee  set  of  the  Maps  is  sufficient  for  a  school.  They  are  an 
iavalaable  auxiliary  to  the  study  of  astronomy.  They  arc  put  up 
in  two  styles ;  the  best, 'with  cloth  backs,  and  mounted  on  rollers,  is 
sold  for  $20  00.  The  second  quality,  without  cloth  backs,  is  sold 
for  915  00.  Every  student,  pursuing  the  study,  will  need  a  book, 
the  price  of  which  is  fifty  cents.] 

The  Normal  Chart  of  the  Elementary  Sounds  of  the  English 
Language.  By  David  P.  Page,  Principal  of  the  New  York  State 
Normal  School. 

[This  Chart  is  about  42  by  50  inches,  and  costs  about  $2  00. 
Salem  Town,  author  of  a  series  of  Reading  Books,  etc.,  has  prepared 
a  similar  Chart.  One  of  these  Charts  would  constitute  an  impor- 
tant article  of  apparatus  in  any  school  where  the  English  Lan- 
guage is  spoken,] 

Willard's  Chronographer  of  American  History, 

Willard's  Temple  of  Time, 

Henry's  Family  and  School  Monitor. 

[The  three  preceding  sheets  are  mounted  on  rollers,  and  con* 
tain  each,  about  six  square  feet.  They  are  adapted  to  the  purposes 
of  instruction  in  families  and  schools.] 

Fulton's  Chirographic  Charts,  accompanied  by  a  set  of  Writing 
Books  and  a  Key. 

[The  Charts  are  eight  in  number,  and  each  contains  a,bout  five 
square  feet  They  cannot  fail  to  be  useful  in  teaching  penmanship 
to  classes.] 

Farmer's  Map  of  Michigan. 

One  blackboard,  at  least,  is  indispensable.  This  should  extend, 
when  practicable,  across  the  entire  end  of  the  school  room.  [For 
the  manner  of  making  plaster  blackboards,  see  the  fourth  page  of 
cover  of  this  report.] 

Every  school  room  should  be  furnished  with  the  measure  of  an 
inch,  foot,  yard  and  rod.  If  there  are  not  separate  measures,  they 
should  at  least  be  marked  off  on  the  edge  of  the  blackboard. 
Where  such  measures  are  proAided  and  properly  used,  even  young 
scholars  obtain  a  better  idea  of  distance,  than  adults  now  com- 
monly do. 

Every  school  room  should  be  furnished  with  a  clock,  by  which 
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all  the  exereisea  of  the  school  should  be  regulated^  aad  a  tbermoio- 
eter  to  regulate  the  temperature. 

Counters,  a  numerical  frame,  drawing  tablets,  or  small  slates, 
real  measures  of  every  kind,  linear,  superficial,  cubic  and  liquid; 
weights,  geometrical  diagrams,  etc., — articles  which  the  pupil  can 
see,  touch,  draw  upon  his  slate,  and  experiment  with, — will  prove 
invaluable  helps  in  giving  children  a  correct  idea  of  number,  form, 
size,  distance,  weight,  and  measurement. 

The  cardinal  points  should  be  accurately  painted  upon  the  ceit' 
ing,  if  a  clear  idea  of  them  cannot  be  otherwise  represented.  A 
eorrect  understanding  of  them  is  of  the  utmost  importance  in  teach- 
ing geography. 

Apparatus  sufficient  for  conducting  some  of  the  simple  experi* 
ments  in  natural  philosophy  and  chemistry,  would  do  much  towaids 
creating  an  interest  in  those  important  branches  of  study. 

13.  Books  for  Teachers. 
The  School  Teacher's  Manual,  by  Henry  Punn, 
The  School  and  the  School  Master,  by  A.  Potter  and  G.  B.  Em- 
The  Teacher's  Manual,  by  Thos.  H.  Palmer,  [erson. 

The  Teacher,  by  J.  Abbot, 
The  Teacher  Taught,  by  Emerson  Davis, 
Slate  and  Blackboard  Exercises,  by  William  A.  Alcott, 
Confessions  of  a  Schoolmaster,  by  William  A.  Alcott, 
Smith's  Histoiy  of  Education,  [No.  209,  Harper's  Library,] 
Lectures  on  Education,  by  Horace  Mann, 
Fowle's  Teachers'  Institute, 
Spurzheiro  on  Education,  1  vol.  12  mo. 

The  Common  School  System  of  New  York,  by  S.  S.  Randall, 
General  Deputy  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools, 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Teaching,  by  D.  P.  Page,  Principal  of 
the  New  York  State  Nortaal  School, 

Sow  Well  and  Reap  Well,  by  S.  G.  Goodrich, 
The  Schoolmaster's  Friend,  by  Theodore  D wight,  Jr., 
Lectures  before  the  American  Institute  of  Instruction,  from  1840 
to  '47,  (eight  volumes,) 

The  District  School  as  it  was,  by  one  who  went  to  it. 
The  Rhode  Island  Institute  of  Instruction,  (volume  one,  8  vo« 
bound,  conuining  Mr.  Barnard's  Report  for  1845,) 
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The  MaMaohuMtu'  Common  School  Journal,  (from  1838  to  '47, 
ten  8vo.  vols.,  pp.  400,  containing  Mr.  Mann's  ReportSt 

Sweet's  Temporary  Normal  School,  or  Teacbem'  Institute, 

The  E?il  Tendencies  of  Corporal  Punishment  as  a  Means  of 
Moral  Discipline,  by  Lyman  Cobb, 

Todd's  Student's  Manual,  (I  toI.  12mo,) 

Dr.  Wm.  A.  Alcott's  Health  Tracts,  particularly  No.  6,  Breath* 
ing  Bad  Air,  and  No.  11,  Health  in  Common  Schools. 

14.  Periodicals  for  Teachers. 

The  Comnum  School  Joumalf  published  semi-monthly,  by  William 
B.  Fowle,  Boston,  and  edited  by  Horace  Mann,  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Education  for  Massachusetts ;  price  $1,00  a  year,  paya- 
ble in  advance*    Each  number  contains  sixteen  pages  oictavo. 

The  Ohio  School  Journal,  edited  by  Asa  D.  Lord,  M.  D.,  Super- 
intendent of  Schools,  Columbus,  O.  This  is  another  octavo  sheet 
of  sixteen  pages,  published  monthly,  at  $1,00  a  year. 

The  Teachers  Advocate  and  Journal  of  JEdueaiion,  the  organ  of  the 
^  New  York  State  Teachera'  Association,  is  edited  by  Jose^A  Mc- 
Keen,  and  Jas.  N.  McElligott,  and  published  weekly,  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  for  $1,00  a  year,  payable  in  advance. 

The  DtUrict  School  Journal  for  the  StaUqfNno  Yorifc,  is  publish^ 
monlhly,  under  the  patronage  of  the  State,  at  Albany.  Price  fifty 
cents  a  year. 

Journal  of  the  Rhode  Lland  Institute  of  Instruction,  edited  by 
Hanry  Barnard,  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools,  Providence,  R.I4 
i^id  published  semi-monthly,  at  50  cents  a  year. 

Michigan  Temperance  Journal  and  School  Advocate,  is  published 
monthly,  at  Jackson,  by  Fernando  Jones,  Editor  and  Proprietor. 
Price  fifty  cents  a  year  in  advance. 

Western  School  Journal,  a  monthly,  devoted  to  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation in  the  Mississppi  Valley,  will  be  sent,  without  charge,  to 
teachers,  school  officers  and  others  actively  engaged  in  furthering 
the  progress  of  education,  published  by  Wm.  H.  Moore  &  Co., 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

The  School  Diend,  devoted  to  educational  purposes,  is  published 
monthly  by  W.  B.  Smith  &  Co.,  Cincinnati,  O.,  for  gratuitous  cir- 
culation among  teachers  and  school  officers. 

The  North  Western  Educator ,  is  published  monthly  at  Chicago,  111, 
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by  J.  L.  Enoe.    TermB  one  dollar  a  year.    Each  cumber  cootains 
tfairi^-two  oetavo  pages. 

1^.  BooJcsJbr  Ikmnuhip  Libraries* 
The  Rollo  and  Lucy  Books,  embraced  in  the  Primary  Series  of 
the  School  Library,  published  by  0.  S.  Fr$ncis  &  Oo.»  New  York: 
1,  Rollo  learning  to  Talk.  10,  Rollo's  Correspondence. 

8,  Rollo  learning  to  Read.     11  to  14,  Rollo's  Philosophy,  4  vols. 

3,  Rollo  at  Work.  15,  Cousin  Lucy's  Stories. 

4,  Rollo  at  Play.  16,  Lucy's  Conversations. 
6,  Rollo  at  School.                          17,  Lucy  at  Study. 

6,  Rollo's  Vacation.  18,  Lucy  at  Play. 

7,  Rollo's  Maseum.  19,  Lucy  on  the  Mountaim. 

8,  Rollo's  Experiments.  20,  Lucy  on  the  Sea  Shore. 

9,  Rollo's  Travels. 

'    Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  Walter  Scott, 

Tales  of  a  Grandfather,  being  True  Stories  from  the  Histories 
of  Scotland  and  France,  by  Sir  Walter  Scott,  in  seven  volnmes. 

[These  Tales  were  writtten  by  Sir  Walter  Scot:  for  the  use  of 
kis  grandson.  They  embrace  a  general  view  of  Scottish  and 
French  History,  with  a  sketch  of  the  most  interesting  incidents^ 
related  in  the  unrivalled  style  of  the  author.] 

The  Boys'  and  Girls'  Library,  all  of  which  are  published  by  C 
S.  Francis  &  Co, 

The  Michigan  Library,  composed  chiefly  of  works  selected  from 
Harper's  Libraries. 

Harper's  School  District  Library  of  valuable  Standard  Litera* 
ture,  embracing  valuable  and  interesting  works  in  every  department 
of  literature  ;  ISmd,  half  sheep : 

First  Series — $20  with  the  Case,  or  $19  mthout  the  Cote, 

1,  2,  Paulding's  Life  of  Washington. 

3,  Sedgwick's  (Miss)  Poor  Rich  Man  and  Rich  Poor  Man. 

4,  5,  The  Swiss  Family  Robinson. 
■6,  7,  Natural  History  of  Insects. 

8,  Hofland's  (Mrs.)  Son  of  a  Genius. 
9-11,  Tales  from  American  History. 

12,  Thatcher's  Tales  of  the  American  Revolution. 

13,  14,  Lockhart's  Life  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte. 
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15,  Combe**  FriQciplea  of  Physiology. 

16,  17,  Thatcher's  Indian  Trails,  &c. 

18,  Jameson's  Discovery  and  Adventure  in  Africa. 

19,  Uncle  Philip's  American  Forest. 

20,  Mudie's  Guide  to  the  Observation  of  Nature* 

21,  Perils  of  the  Sea. 

22,  Abercrombie's  Essay  on  the  Intellectual  Powers. 

23,  Montgomery's  Lectures  on  Literaturei  Poetryy  tec. 

24,  Dick^s  Celestial  Scenery. 

25,  Russell's  History  of  Palestine. 

26,  James's  History  of  Chivalry  and  the  Crusades. 

27,  Brewster's  Life  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton. 

28,  Sedgwick's  (Miss)  Live  and  Let  Live. 

129,  30,  Davis's  History  of  Ciiina  and  the  Chinese. 
■^1,  Circumnavigation  of  the  Globe. 

32,  Williams's  Life  of  Alexander  the  Grreat* 

33,  34.  Buler's  Letters  ou  Natural  Philosophy. 

35,  Barrow's  Life  of  Peter  the  Great. 

36,  37,  Russell's  Life  of  Oliver  Cromwell  . 

38,  Pick  pn  the  Improvem^ot  of  Socie^, 

39,  Higgins's  Physical  Condition  of  the  Earth. 

40,  Aberorombie's  Philosophy  of  the  Moral  Feelings* 

41,42,  Jame8on'8(MiB.)M6moiroofCelebratedFetnale  Sovereigns. 

43,  Uncle  Philip's  Natural  History. 

44,  Hugh's  (Mrs.)  Ornaments  Discovered. 

45,  Uncle  Philip's  Natural  History. 

46,  47,  Uncle  Philip's  Whale  Fishery. 

48,  Lives  and  Voyages  of  Drake,  Cavendish,  and  Dampier. 

49,  50,  Dttnlap's  history  of  New  York. 

Second  8eruS'-$20  with  the  Ckue,  cr  $19  mihout  tie  Case» « 
51,  52,  Life  and  Works  of  Benjhmin  Franklin. 
53,  54,  Buel's  Farmer's  Instructor. 

65,  56,  Pursuit  of  Knowledge  under  Difficulties. 

57,  Griscom*s  Animal  Mechanism  and  Physiology. 

58,  Natural  History  of  the  Elephant. 

59,  Vegetable  Substances  used  for  Food. 

60-65,  Tytler's  Univenral  History }  continued  by  Dr.  Naiea. 

66,  Moseley'a  Illustrations  of  Mechanics. 
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67,  Leslie's  Discovery  and  Adventare  in  tlie  Pokr  Seas* 

68,  69,  Paley's  Natural  Theology. 
70-79,  Spark's  American  Biography. 

80,  Humboldt's  Travels  and  Hesearches. 

81,  Goldsmith's  History  of  Greece,  abridged. 

82,  Natural  History  of  Birds. 

83,  Renwick's  First  Principles  of  Natural  Philosophy, 

84,  85,  Selections  from  Addison's  Spectator. 

86,  Lee's  Elements  of  Geology.  '  ' 

,87|  Goldsmith's  History  of  Rome,  abridged. 

88,  Armstrong's  Treatise  on  Agriculture. 

89,  Natural  History  of  Quadrupeds. 

90,  Ohaptal's  Chemistry  applied  to  Agriculture. 

91,  Dwight's  Lives  of  the  Signers  of  the  Dedaration  of  Inde- 
912-95.  Plutarch's  Lives.  [pendi 

Thiri,  Senef— ^20  v)itk  tkt  Caee,  m  >19  wiOmil  ike  Que. 
96,  97,  Hale's  History  of  the  United  States. 

98,  Brewster's  Letters  on  Natural  Magic. 

99,  Renwick's  Practical  Mechanics. 

100,  101,  Parry's  Three  Voyages  toward  the  North  Pole. 
102-106,  Keightley's  History  of  England. 
107, 108,  Mackenaie^s  Life  of  Commodore  Oliver  H.  Perry. 
109,  tlO,  Irving's  Life  of  Oliver  Goldsmith. 
Ill,  112,  Murray's  Historical  Account  of  British  America. 

113,  Upham's  Outlines  of  Disordered  Mental  Action, 

114,  Bryant's  Selections  from  American  Poets. 

115,  116,  Halleck's  Selections  from  British  Poets. 

117,  Florian's  History  of  the  Moors  in  Spain. 

118,  119,  Lives  of  Distinguished  Men  of  Modem  Times. 

120,  Nott's  Counsels  to  the  Young. 

121,  Head's  Life  and  Travefs  of  Bruce. 
1*22,  123,  Life  and  Works  of  Dr.  Johnson. 

124,  Potter's  Political  Economy,  &c. 

125,  Life  and  Travels  of  Mungo  Park. 

126,  Brougham's  Pleasures  abd  Advantages  of  Science. 

127,  Dana*s  Two  Years  before  the  Mast,  or  Life  at  Sea. 

128,  Uncle  Philip's  Lost  C|olonies  of  Greenland. 
129,.  130,  Gaylord  and  Tucker's  American  Husbandry; 
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131,  132,  Uncle  Phi1ip*s  Hiatoiy  of  MtaMftchasetts. 
183,  134,  Uncle  Philip's  History  of  New  Hampshire. 
135,  Dick*s  Siderial  Hearens. 
186,  Renwick's  First  Principles  of  Chemistry. 

137,  Russell's  History  of  the  Barbary  States. 

138,  The  Family  Instnietor,  &c. 

139,  Dwight's  History  of  Connecticut. 

140,  Sedgwick's  (Miss)  Stories  for  Yoong  Perscnis^ 
141-143,  Crowe's  History  of  France. 

144,  145,  Scott's  History  of  Scotland. 

Fourth  Series — $20  toiih  Ae  Case,  cr  $19  without  the  ease. 
146-148,  Belknap's  A  merican  Biography. 

149,  Siebold's  Manners  and  Customs  of  the  Japanese. 

150,  151,  Segur's  History  of  Napoleon's  Expedition  to  Russia. 
152,  Brewster's  Lives  of  Galileo,  Kepler,  and  Tycho  Brahe. 
153, 154,  Sargent's  American  Adventure  by  Sea  and  Land. 

155,  History  of  Iceland,  Greenland,  and  the  Faroe  Islands. 

156,  Fenelon's  Lives  of  the  Ancient  Philosophers. 

157,  Lossing's  Outline  History  of  the  Fine  Arts. 

158,  Davenport's  Perilous  Adventures. 

159,  Lanman's  History  of  Michigan. 
160, 161,  Bucke's  Ruins  of  Ancient  Cities. 

162,  Lieber's  Essays  on  Property  and  Labor. 

163,  Beauties,  Harmonies,  and  Sublimities  of  Nature. 

164,  165,  History  of  Denmark,  Sweden  and  Norway. 

160,  White's  Natural  History  of  Selborne. 

167,  Wrangell's  Expedition  to  Siberia,  Polar  Seas,  &«. 

168,  169,  Thatcher's  Lives  of  the  Indians. 

170,  Bacon  and  Locke's  Essays. 

171,  172,  Landers'  Travels  in  Africa. 

173,  Memes' Memoirs  of  the  Empress  Josephine. 
174, 175,  Henry*s  Epitome  of  the  History  of  Philosophy. 
176,  James' History  of  Charlemagne.' 
177, 178,  Hazen's  Popular  Technology. 

179,  Scott's  Letters  on  Demonology  and  Witchcraft. 

180,  Bunner's  History  of  Louisiana. 

181,  Court  and  Camp  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte. 

182,  Fletcher's  History  of  Poland. 

183,  Maury's  Principles  of  Eloquence* 
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184,  Graves  (Mrs.  A.  J.)  Woman  ip  Americs. 

185,  RasseU's  History  of  Nubia  asd  Abyssinia. 

186,  Barrow's  Description  of  Pitcairn's  Island. 

187,  Frasei's  History  of  Persia. 

188,  Cooper's  Xenophon's  Expedition  of  Cyrus. 
180,  Sismondi's  History  of  the  Italian 'EepuUioi. 
190,  History  of  Switzerland. 

191-195,  Danham's  History  of  Spain  and  Portagal, 

F^  /Sertsr--$20  teith  the  Cm,  or  $19  wUhmAtke  Cam. 

196,  Renwick's  First  Principles  of  Natural  PhBosopliy. 

197,  Stowe's  (Mrs.  H.  B.)  The  Mayflower. 
198, 199,  Lewis  and  Clark's  Expedition. 

1^0,  M'Intosh's  (Miss  M.  J.)  Conquest  and  Self-Conqaest 

201,  Praser's  History  of  Mesopotamia. 

202,  What's  to  be  done  1  or,  the  Will  and  the  Way. 
203-205,  Spalding's  History  of  Italy  and  the  Italian  Isles. 

206,  Seaward's  Narrative  of  his  Shipwreck. 

207,  Tytler's  Northern  Coasts  of  America. 

208,  Wealth  and  Worth ;  or.  Which  makes  the  Man  % 
309,  Smith's  History  of  Education. 

210,  Hofland's  (Mrs.)  Young  Crusoe. 

211,  Cook's  Voyages  Round  the  World.     With  his  JUife. 

212,  Sedgwick's  (Miss)  Means  and  Ends. 

213,  Robertson's  History  of  America,  Abridged. 

214,  Ferguson's  History  of  the  Roman  Republic,  Abridged. 

215,  Sedgwick's  (Miss)  Love  Token. 

216,  Paley's  Evidences  of  Christianity. 

217,  Johnson's  Economy  of  Health. 

218,  Day's  History  of  Sandford  and  Merton. 

219,  Robertson's  History  of  Charles  V.,  Abridged. 

220,  Combe  on  the  Constitution  of  Man. 

221,  M'Intosh's  (Miss  M.J.)  Woman  an  Enigma. 

222,  Butler's  Analogy  of  Religion. 

223,  The  Twin  Brothers;  or,  Lessons  of  Charity. 

224,  Russell's  History  of  Polynesia. 

225,  Goldsmith's  Vicar  of  Wakefield. 

226,  227,  Stone's  Border  Wars  of  the  Revolution,  with  a  Lift 
228,  Cock's  American  Poultry-Book.  [of  Brant 
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229-231,  Cuoninghain's  Lttes  of  Celebrated  Pftintexv. 
23.2,  Duer's  CoDfltittttionalJurispraclence. 
233,234,  Smedley's  Sketches  from  VeDetum  Hiatory. 

235,  Howitfs  (Mary)  Who  8ba]l  1)0  Greatest  t 

236,  237,  Leland'a  Demoatheaea'  Oratiooa. 
238-240,  Turner's  Sacred  History  of  ijie  World. 

241,  Miehelet'aElemeDta  of  Modem  History. 

242,  Potter's  Hand-book  for  Readers  and  Studems. 

243,  Sdgewortk'a  (Miss)  Rosanrand. 

244,  245,  Edgewortb's  (Miss)  Moral  Tales. 

^xth  iSertM— (20  vnihAt  Case,  or  tl9  wiO^iU  the  Case. 
246,  247,  Prof.  WbewelFs  Elements  of  Morality  and  Poliry. 

248,  Dendy's  Pbilosophy  of  Mystery. 

249,  Holmes's  Life  and  Correspondence  of  Moaait. 

250,  Dick's  Practical  Astronomer. 

251,  252,  McKenzie's  Life  of  Paul  Jones. 

253,  Parrot's  Ascent  of  Mount  Ararat 

254,  Feuerbacb's  Remarkable  German  Crininal  Tnali. 

255,  256,  Darwin's  Voyage  of  a  Naturalist 

257,  Fambani's  (Mrs.)  Life  in  Prairie  Land. 

258,  Barrow's  Voyages  witbin  tlie  Artie  Regions. 

259,  Somerville  (Mary)  on  tbe  Physical  Sciences. 

260,  The  Biblical  Legends  of  the  Mussulmans. 

261,  Bell's  Life  of  the  Honorable  Greorge  Canning. 

262,  Taylor's  Modern  British  Plutarch. 

263,  Keppel's  Expedition  to  Borneo. 

264,  Schiller's  History  of  tbe  Thirty  Years'  War. 

265,  Moore's  Use  of  tbe  Body  in  Relation  to  tbe  Mind. 

266,  Schiller's  History  of  the  Revolt  of  tbe  Netberianda. 

267,  268,  SaWerte's  Philosophy  of  Magic. 

269,  Francis's  Orators  of  the  Age.     Comprising  Portraits, 
ical,  Biographical,  and  Descriptrre. 

270,  Moore's  Power  of  the  Soul  over  the  Body. 

271,  Flowers  of  Fable.    With  Numerous  Engravings. 

272,  Ellis's  (Mrs.)  Temper  and  Temperament. 

273,  Voyages  round  tbe  World. 

274,  M'Intosh's  (Miss  M.  J.)  Praise  and  Principle. 

275,  Marco  Polo's  Travels. 
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356»  Gate's  (Hiss  £.  J. )  Year  with  the  FraBkliiu. 

277,  Smith's  FestiTak,  Gaines,  and  AmasemeBts. 

278,  Frost's  Beauties  of  English  History. 

279,  M'Intosh's  (Miss  M.  J.)  The  Cousins. 

280,  Frost's  Beauties  of  French  flistorj. 

281,  Isabel ;  or.  The  Trials  of  the  Heart 

282,  History  of  the  American  Revolution :  edited  by  Blake. 
288,  Blake's  Juvenile  Companion  and  Fireside  Reader*. 

284,  Parental  Instruction ;  or.  Guide  to  Wisdom  and  Virtue. 

285,  286,  Bell's  Life  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scotcs. 

287,  Dana's  (Mrs.  Mary  S.  B.)  Young  Sailor. 

288,  Xlisabeth  Benton ;  by  Rev.  Dr.  Allen. 

289,  Hutton's  Book  of  Natuve  laid  open :  edited  by  Blake. 

290,  Salkeld's  Gredan  and  Roman  Antiquities. 

291,  Lives  of  Distinguished  Females. 

292,  Ticknor's  Philosophy  of  Livhig. 

293,  Keeping  House  and  House  Keeping. 

294,  Home's  New  Spirit  of  the  Age. 

295,  Southey's  Life  of  Lord  Nelson. 

T%e  8cheol  Lihrary — Sanctioned  hy  the  Ma$UiekmMtii  B^ard  tf 

EdwuUi&H, 

1,  Irving's  Life  of  Christopher  Columbus, 

2,  3,  Paley's  Natural  Theology. 

4-6,    Lives  of  Eminent  Individuals  celebrated  in  American  His- 
7*10,  Duncan's  Sacred  Philosophy  of  the  Seasons.         ft<^* 
11,  12,  Bigelow  on  the  Useful  Aits. 

18,  Story's  Exposition  of  the  Constitution  of  United  Statea. 
14,  15,  Pursuit  of  Knowledge  under  Difficulties. 

16,  Buel's  Farmer's  Companion. 

17,  Lieber's  Great  Events. 

.  18,  The  Fireside  Friend,  or  Female  Student. 

19,  Everett  on  the  Importance  of  Practical  Education. 

20,  Olmsted's  Loiters  on  Astronomy. 

21,  Potter's  Science  applied  to  the  Domestic  Arts,  &c. 
22-25,  Muller'a  History  of  the  World. 

26,  Miss  Beecher's  Treatise  on  Domestic  Economy* 

Jattentfe  Series, 
li  Embury's  (Mrs.  E.  C.)  Pictures  of  Eariy  Life, 
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2,  Taylor'e  (Jane)  PleMure^  of  Taste*  and  other  Storiet, 
8»  Sedgwick's  (Miss  C.  M.)  Meatis  and  Ends. 

4,  Aikin's,  (Dr.)  and  Barbauld's  (Mra)  Juvenile  Budget  Opened. 

5,  Lee's  (Miss  Mary  E.)  Historic  Tales  for  Youth. 
69  Barbauld's  (Mrs.)  Things  by  their  Right  Names. 
7,  Scenes  in  Nature. 

8»  Aikin's(Dr,)  and  Barbauld's  (Mrs.)  JuYenile  Budget  Reopened* 

9,  Ellet's  (Mrs.  B.  P.)  Rambles  about  the  Country. 

10,  Berquin's  Child's  Friend. 

II9  Lives  of  Columbus  and  Vespucias. 

12^  Lives  of  Balboa^  Cortes,  and  Pizarro* 

The  "New  Library  of  Useful  Reading,  published  by  Leayitt, 
Trow,  and  Co.,"  10  vols.  18mo. 

AgfiedtMrtx  DomeaHc  Ec(momy%  9fC. 

Armstrong's  Treatise  on  Agriculture,  with  Notes,  by  Jesse  Bu- 
el;  1  vol.  18mo,  [No.  88,  Harper's  Library.] 

Beecher's  (MissCE.) Treatise  on  Domestic  Economy;  1  vo].L2«io. 

[No.  26,  Massachusetts  School  Library.] 

Bement's  American  Poulterer's  Companion. 

Boel's  Farmer's  Companion,  1  voL  12nio. 

[No.  16,  Massachusetts  School  Library.] 

Buel's  Farmer's  Instructor,  2  vols.  18nlo. 

[Nos.  53  and  54,  Harper's  School  District  Libaiy.] 

Dana's  Muck  Manual. 

Chaptal's  Chemistry  applied  to  Agriculture,  1  vol.  18mo,  [No.  90 

Leibig's  Agricultural  Chemistry.  [Harper's  Library.] 

**  Animal  Chemistry. 

Cock's  American  Poultry  Book,  1  vol.  18mo,  [No.  228,  Harper's 

Gardner's  Farmer's  Dictionary,  1  vol.  12mo.  [Library.] 

Gaylord  and  Tucker's  American  Husbandry,  2  vols.  18mo. 

Morrell's  American  Shepherd,  1  vol.  12mo. 

Downing's  Fruits  and  Fruit  Trees  of  America* 

The  Farmer's  Library,  vol.  1,  8vo,  containing  "  Lectures  to  Far- 
men  on  Agricultural  Chemistry :  by  Alexander  Petzholdt,"  and 

'«  ThePrineiples  of  Agriculture :  by  Albert  D.  Tha^r." 

The  Journal  of  Agriculture,  vol.  1,  8vo,  pp.612. 

The  Michigan  Farmer:  edited  by  H.  Hurlbntt  and  published  bjr 
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Williams  and  Hurlbot,  Detroit,  Mich.,  vob.  4  and  5,  8vo»  pp.  SOO. 
Price  50  cents  a  vol. 

Alison*s  History  of  Europef,  4  vols.  8  to. 

«  "  *•        Abridged,  by  E.  a  Gould. 

Spark's  Writings  of  Washington,  12  vols.  8  vo. 
**      Life  and  Writings  of  Washington,  1  vol. 
"      Life  and  Writings  of  Franklin,  1  vol. 
**      Library  of  American  Biography,  10  vols.  12  mo, 
[Contained  in  Harper's  School  District  Library,  vols.  70  to  79, 
Russell  and  Jones'  Modem  Europe,  3  vols.  8  vo.  [inclusive.] 

Durbitt's  Observations  in  Europe,  2  vols.  12  mo. 
**        Observations  in  the  East,  2  vols.  12  mo. 
Bancroft's  History  of  the  United  States,  4  vols. 
Lester's  Glory  and  Shame  of  England,  2  vols.  13  mo. 
Rollin's  Ancient  History,  Harper's  Edition. 
Stephens'  Incidents  of  Travel  in  Central  America,  Chiapas,  and 
Yucatan,  2  vols.  8  vo. 
Stephens'  Incidents  of  Travel  in  Yucatan,  2  vols.  8  vo. 

**        Incidents  of  Travel  in  Greece,  Turkey,  Russia  and 
Poland,  2  vols.  12  mo. 

Stephens'  Incidents  of  Travel  in  Egypt,  Arabia  Petresa,  and  the 
Holy  Land,  2  vols.  12  mo; 
Wirt's  Life  of  Patrick  Henry,  I  vol.  8  vo. 
Tudor's  Life  of  James  Otis, 
Lives  of  the  Presidents^  by  K.  W.  Lincoln, 
American  Constitutions, 
Seaman's  Progress  of  Nations, 
Adam's  Roman  Antiquities, 
Life  of  Paul  Jones,  by  James  Hamilton, 
Mitchell's  Geographical  Reader, 
The  Art  of  Elocution,  by  G.  Vandenhoff, 
Hart's  Class  Book  of  Prose, 
«         "         "      of  Poetry, 
[Also,  all  the  larger  volumes  in  the  preceding  list  of  books  for 
use  in  schools,  under  Nos.  2  (Reading  Books),  6  (Philosophies), 
<7  (Chemistries),  8  (Histories),  9  (Physiologies),  No.  11  (Miscella- 
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neocNi),  especially  "The  Constitation  of  the  United  States,"  and  the 
ten  following  works,  and  No.  13  (Books  for  Teachers).] 

Dick's  Philosophy  of  a  Future  State,  Christian  Philosopher, 
Philosophyof  Religion,  Improvement  of  Society,*  Moral  Improve- 
ment, Essay  on  Covetousness,  Celestial  Scenery,*  Siderial  Hea- 
Tena,*  Practical  Astronomer.* 

[The  first  eight  of  the  preceding  volumes  by  Thomas  Dick,  LL» 
D.,  are  published  by  E.  C.  &  J.  Biddle,  of  Philadelphia,  and  bound 
two  vols.  iv.  for  the  very  moderate  sum  of  $2,50  per  set.] 

Boyd's  Eclectic  Moral  Philosophy, 

Wayland's  Elements  of  Moral  Science, 

•*  •*  Political  Economy, 

Say's  Political  Economy. 

Pearl's  Book  on  the  Mind,  introductory  to  Mental  Philoeophy,. 

Dymond's  Essay  on  the  Principles  of  Morality. 

Upham's  Mental  Philosophy,  2  vols.  8  vo» 

Kames'  Elements  of  Criticism, 

Mott's  Travels  in  Europe  and  the  East,  1  vol.  8vo. 

Olin's  Travels  in  the  Holy  Land,  2  vols.  8vo. 

Parker's  Exploring  Tour  beyond  the  Rooky  Moontaina. 

Pinnock's  Goldsmith's  England,  Rome,  and  Greece. 

Cooper's  Naval  History,  1  vol.  12mo. 
do  do     Commanders,  1  vol.  12mo. 

Lardner's  Lectures  on  Science  and  Art,  2  vols.  8vo. 

Library  of  English  Literature,  2  vols.  8vo. 

The  Mechanic's  Own  Book :  by  James  Pilkinton. 

The  Young  Man's  Book  of  Knowledge  :  by  T.  Tegg. 

Jenkin's  Life  of  Gen.  Andrew  Jackson. 

Montgomery's  Life  of  Gen.  Zachary  Taylor. 

Washington  and  the  Generals  of  the  Revolution,  2  vols.  12mOy. 
published  by  Carey  and  Hart,  Philadelphia. 

Washington  and  his  Generals  :  by  J.  T.  Headly,  2  vols«  12 mo. 

Napoleon  and  his  Marshals :  by  J.  T.  Headly,  2  vols.  12mo.  , 

The  bound  volumes  of  Parley's  Magazine. 

Illustrations  of  the  Law  of  Kindness:  by  G.  W.  Montgomery. 

Arnot's  Elements  of  Physics,  2  vols.,  Svo. 

Brando's  Encyclopedia  of  Science,  Literature  and  Art. 

Cyclopedia  of  Biography  ;  Harper's  Edition. 


*/    Thoie  works  marked  *  ar«  ta  Harper'a  Sehool  Dlatrict  Library.    Bea  Noa.  M,  96, 13^ 
«BdS50. 
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Murray's  Encyclopedia  of  Geography,  new  Amecican  e£d0ii« 
McCullock's  Universal  Gazeteer.  [3  Yob.  8n». 

Webster'a  Dictionary  of  the  English  Language ;  8yo, 
Worcester's  Dictionary  of  the  English  Language ;  8?o. 
Gillespie's  Manual  of  Road-making,  1  vol.  8vo. 
Austin's  Voice  to  Youth — to  the  Married. 
Addispn's  Works.    The  Federalist. 
Botta's  American  Revolution,  *i  vols.  l2mo. 
*  Carlyle's  Heroes  in  Histojy. 
DeTocqueville's  Democracy  in  America,  2  vols.  12oio. 
Brougham's  Sketches  of  Statesmen. 
Downing's  Designs  for  Cottage  Residences,  1  vol.  8vo. 
Delsraeli's  Curiosities  of  Literature. 
Goldamith's  Geographical  View  of  the  World. 
Gibbon's  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire. 
Guizot's  History  of  Civilization  in  Europe. 
Marshall's  Life  of  Washington. 
Weem's  Washington,  Franklin,  and  Marion. 
Hammond's  Political  History  of  New  York. 
Hallam's  History  of  the  Middle  Ages.    . 
Irving's  Life  of  Columbus,  2  vols.  8vo. 
Jefferson's  Correspondence,  4  vols. 
John  Jay's  Life  and  Writings,  by  his  Son. ' 
Macauley's  Miscellanies. 
PoUok's  Course  of  Time. 
Mackintosh's  History  of  Engird,  1  vol.  Svo. 
Prescott's  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  3  vols.  Svo. 
Prescott's  Conquest  of  Mexico. — Miscellanies. 
Thiers'  French  Revolution,  3  vols.  8vo. 
Thiers'  History  of  the  Consulate  and  Empire. 
ThirlwaU's  History  of  Greece,  2  vols. 
Taylor's  Natural  History  of  Society.  2  vols.  12mo. 
Tanner's  Canals  and  Railroads  in  the  United  States. 
Dr.  Sprague's  Letters  to  a  Daughter,  1  vol.  I2mo, 
Burnet's  Notes  on  the  North  Western  Territory,  1  voL  8vo. 
Schmitz's  History  of  Rome,  1  vol.  12mo. 
Guizot's  History  of  the  English  Revolution,  1  vol.  8mo. 
Pariey's  Cabinet  Library,  20  vols.  12  mo. 
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LEGISLATURE,   1848. 


REPORT  OP  THE  COMMISSIONERS  APPOINTED  TO 

LOCATE  THE  CAPITOL. 

7b  his  ExcdUncy, 

Wm,  L.  Greely,  Governor  of  Michigan ': 

The  undersigned,  Commissioners  under  tbe  "  act  to  provide  for 
the  removal  of  the  seat  of  government  of  this  state  and  for  other 
purposes"  approved  March  16,  1847,  in  pursuance  of  law,  beg 
l^ave  to  r<*por/,  that  on  Wednesday,  April  7ih,  1847,  they  met  in 
t^e  township  of  Lansing,  organized  the  board  by  electing  James 
L.  Glen  Chairman,  and  James  E.  Piatt  Secretary,  and  entered  up* 
on  the  discharge  of  their  official  duties. 

They  first  gave  their  attention  to  the  School  Section  in  said 
township,  to  the  examination  and  survey  of  which  they  devoted 
several  days.  They  found  it  in  the  main  an  excellent  section  of 
land  exceedingly  weH  timbered,  and  its  soil  of  a  very  superior 
quality  for  the  purpose  of  cultivation.  The  Grand  River  runs 
through  it  in  a  northerly  direction,  and  near  its  centre.  The  great* 
er  part  of  it  is  on  an  elevation  ranging  from  18  feet  to  44  feet  above 
the  surface  of  the  ijver,  and  that  part  of  it  adjoining  the  river  forms 
a  very  desirable  location  for  a  village.  Its  centre  is  very  hand* 
flomely  elevated  above  the  river  and  is  nearly  equi«distant  from  the 
two  water  powers  on  sections  9  and  21  at  which  points  it  is  prob- 
able that  extensive  improvements  will  be  made  and  at  no  distant 
day  thriving  villages  spring  up. 

They  also  examined  and  explored  sections  5,  9, 10, 13,  20  and 
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21)  in  said  townihip.  bo  as  to  be  faUy  prepared  to  act  ondentand- 
inglj  upon  the  several  propositions  which  were  from  time  to  time 
submitted  to  them. 

They  have  taken  into  consideration  the  following  propositions: 

Fint.  The  proposition  of  James  Seymour  submitted  to  the 
Legislature  at  its  last  session,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed 
and  marked  A. 

On  the  9th  of  April*  the  proposition  of  Justus  Gilkey,  a  copy 
whereof  is  hereto  annexed,  marked  B. 

On  the  19th  of  April  the  proposition  of  H.  B.  Lathrop,  a  copy 

whereof  is  hereto  annexed,  marked  C. 

On  the  2l8t  of  April,  the  bond  and  proposition  of  Hiram  R.  An- 
drews, a  copy  whereof  is  hereto  annexed,  marked  D. 

On  the  24th  of  April,  the  further  proposition  of  James  Seymour, 
a  copy  whereof  is  hereto  annexed,  marked  E. 

On  the  27th  of  April,  the  bond  of  Justus  Gilkey,  a  copy  wherec^ 
is  hereto  annexed,  marked  F. 

On  the  29th  of  April,  the  further  proposition  of  James  Seymour, 
a  copy  whereof  is  hereto  annexed,  marked  G. 

On  the  29th  of  April,  the  bond  of  William  H.  Townsend,  Isaac 
Towosend,  and  Robert  C.  Townsend,  a  copy  whereof  is  hereto 
annexed,  marked  H,  and  the  bond  of  Samuel  P.  Mead  and  George 
W.  Peck,  a  copy  whereof  is  hereto  annexed,  marked  I. 

The  proposition  of  the  Messrs.  Townsends  are  accompanied  by 
a  power  of  attorney,  executed  by  William  H.  Townsend,  in  whom 
is  now  Tested  the^t^  ofthe  premises  upon  section  21,  embraced  in 
the  proposition  made  by  them,  a  copy  wheveof  is  hereto  annexed* 
marked  J. 

The  undersigned  after  liaving  given  thorough  examinatioB  to  the 
lands  embraced  in  the  several  propositions  above  referred  to,  and 
to  the  propositions  themselves,  the  consideration  and  reflection 
which  the  importance  of  the  subject  demanded  in  reference  to  the 
great  interests  of  the  State,uDanimoQsly  acceded  to  the  propositions 
embraced  in  the  bonds  executed  by  the  MesAis.  Townsends,  and 
Messrs.  Mead  and  Peck ;  and  selected  and  designated  as  the  site 
for  the  Capitol  and  public  buildings,  that  part  of  section  16  in  the 
township  of  Lanung  in  the  county  of  Ingham,  known  and  de- 
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scribed  88  ft^lows,  riz :  Begintiing  8t  a  point  upon  the  west  mar- 
gia  of  Grand  River,  20  rods  south  of  the  centre  line  of  said  sec- 
tion, thence  west  122  rods,  thence  north  40  rods,  thence  east  ])S7 
rode^  to  the  river,  thence  np  the  river  to  the  place  of  beginning, 
containing  SO  acres  of  land,  be  the  same  more  or  less. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  L.  GLEN, 
D  SMART, 

AL0N20  FERRIS. 
May  1, 1847. 


]A.] 
To  the  Htm,  Legishtwre  of  the  State  of  Michigan  : 

..The  undersigned  is  owner  of  a  tract  of  land  being  section  nine 
ih  town  four  north  of  range  two  west  in  the  town  of  Lansing,  coun^ 
^  of  Ingham,  on  which  he  believes  are  important  natural  advanta- 
ge, which,  fvhen  the  country  is  well  settled,  will  make  it  a  place 
of  large  business,  and  one  of  the  most  important  Villages  in  the  in- 
•teriorof  the  state,  and  a  suitable  place  for  the  seat  of  government. 
Its  advantages  are : 

Its  central  location  for  that  part  of  the  state  which  will  be  most 
^densely  populated.it  being  (measuring  on  the  map,)  distant  from  the 
important  towns  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state  as  follows : 
From  Detroit,  87  miles. 

Monroe,  86 

Mount  Clemens «  91 

And  in  the  opposite  direction  from  the  west  part  of  the  state  : 
From  the  mouth  nf  Grand  River,  89  miles. 

Mouth  Kalamazoo,  86 

Smith  Haven,  93 

St.  Josepbft,  109 

To  the  south  line  of  \\u*  state  is,  72 

To  the  north  line*  of  Mi.'lruid  county,  74 

The  location  is  o»\  I'  >:''  >'  >8  of  Grand  River,  about -a  mile  below 
the  mouth  of  the  ^'•.••l  » ,   v  !  it  is  intersected  on  the  east  bank,  by 
the  main  road  from     J:-  \  •><  nortberlj  tliirigrh  Mason  to  Dewitt 
;and  the  Detroit  an  J  Onti'*  h^iver  turnpike,  which  here  first  strikes 


^ 
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the  river,  and  which  in  a  few  yean  will  probably  become  one  of  th^ 
most  important  roads  in  the  state. 
There  is  a  good  water  privilege  on  Grand  River,  a  very  substao- 
a  tial  dam  erected,  and  the  power  partly  improved. 

*The  acknowledged  goodness  of  the  lands  in  the  valley  of  the 
Grand  River  will  cause  it  to  fill  up  rapidly  with  settlers,  and  it  will 
soon  become  one  of  the  richest  and  most  populous  parts  of  the 
State. 

.  If  the  Clinton  and  Italamazoo  canal  should  be  made,  it  would 
probably  cross  the  river  in  the  vicinity,  one  survey  being  about  a 
mile  distant,  and  if  a  branch  of  the  Central  Railroad  should  be 
constructed  through  the  valley  of  the  river  to  Grand  Rapids  on  the 
cast  and  north  bank,  it  must  necessarily  pass  through  the  tract. 

If  the  Legislature  should  decide  to  remove  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment from  Detroit,  and  should  select  a  place  on  the  above  describ- 
ed land  for  the  public  buildings,  the  undersigned  offers  to  deed  to 
the  State,  without  psty,  such  suitable  lot  as  may  be  selected,  and 
will,  at  his  own  expense,  erect  on  an^djoining  lot,  suitable  build- 
ings  for  the  temporary  use  of  the  legislature  and  public  officers, 
and  lease  them  to  the  State  without  charge,  till  permanent  buildings 

are  erected. 

JAMES  SEYMOUR. 
Detroit,  January,  18,  1847. 

Know  all  men,  by  these  presents,  that  I,  James  Seymomr,  of 
Flushing,  County  of  Genesee,  and  State  of  Michigan,  am  held,  and 
firmly  bound  to  pay  the  State  of  Michigan  the  sum  of  ten  thousand 
dollars,  for  which  payment  I  bind  myself,  my  heirs,  executors,  and 
administrators,  firmly  by  these  presents.  Witness  my  hand  and 
seal  this  10th  day  of  February,  1847.  The  condition  of  the  above 
obligations  is  such  that  if  the  above  bounden  James  Seymour  shall^ 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January,  1848,  erect  on  his  land,  in 
Ingham  County,  on  section  nine,  in  town  four,  north,  range  two» 
west,  a  good  and  substantial  wood  or  brick  building,  or  buildings* 
With  rooms  therein,  suitable  for  the  sessions  of  the  legislature,  and 
Supreme  Court,  for  the  Governor,  and  State  Library,  and  for  Offi- 
ces for  the  Auditor  ueneral,  State  Treasurer,  Adjutant  General* 
and  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  dimensions  of  which  shall 
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be  n»  Ifurge,  and  the  style  of  finish  as  good,  air  the  rooms  now  occu- 
pied by  the  legislature,  and  public  officers,  and  shall  lease  the  same 
to  the  State  of  Michigan)  wittiout  charge  for  rent,  till  such  time  as 
a  permanent  building  shall  be  erected  on  the  lot  deeded  by  paid 
James,  to  the  State,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void,  otherwise  to  99-  * 

maiin  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

JAMES  SEYMOUR.        [Seal.] 


This  Indenture,  made  the  tenth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty*seven,  between 
James  Seymour,  and  Mira  A.  Seymour,  his  wife,  (by  Alfred  Fond, 
her  Attorney,)  of  the  Town  of  Flushing,  County  of  Genesee,  and 
State  of  Michigan  of  the  first  part,  and  the  State  of  Michigan  of 
the  second  part 9  witnesseth,  that  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part, 
for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  one  dollar  to  them  in  hand 
paid  by  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  the  receipt  whereof  is 
hereby  acknowledged,  have  granted,  bargained,  sold,  remised,  re- 
leased, aliened  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do  grant,  bar- 
gain, sell,  remise,  release,  alien  and  confirm,  unto  the  said  party 
of  the  secoi^d  part,  in  its  actual  possession  now  being,  all  that  tract 
or  parcel  of  land  in  the  town  of  Lansing,  County  of  Ingham,  and' 
State  of  Michigan,known  and  distinguished  as  part  of  the  southwest 
fractional  quarter  of  section  nine  in  town  four  north,  and  range 
two  west,  and  is  bounded  as  follows  :-r-Beginning  at  a  point  in  the 
south  line  of  said  section,  distant  one  hundred  and  twenty  rpds 
from  the  south-west  corner  thereof,  and  running  east  on  the  Une  of 
the  section,  forty  rods,  thence  north,  eighty  rods  thence  west,  forty 
rods  thence  south,  eighty  rods  to  place  of  beginning,  containing 
twenty  acres  of  land,  together  with  all  and  singular  the  heredita- 
ments and  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  or  in  any  wise  ap- 
pertaining, and  the  reversion  and  reversions,  remainder  and  re. 
mainders,  rents,  issues  and  profits  thereof;  and  all  the  estate, 
right,  title,  interest,  claim  and  demand  whatsoever,  of  the  said  par- 
ties of  the  first  part,  either  in  law  or  equity  o^  in  and  to  the  above 
bargained  premises,  with  the  hereditaments  and  appurtenances. — 
To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  lands  to  the  said  party  of  the  second 
part,  the  sole  and  only  proper  use,  benefit,  and  behoof,  of  the  said 
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party  of  the  fint  part,  lor  himaelf,  his  heixB»  esieeaton  and  adifiiii^ 
iniatrators,  doth  coyenant,  grant,  bargain,  promise  and  agree  to  and 
with  the  aaid  party  of  the  second  part  the  above  bargained  premi- 
ses, and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof  in  the  qniet  and  peaceable 
}A>86es8ion  of  the  said  party  of  the  second  paiti  agcdnst  all  and  ev- 
ery person  or  perM)nSy  lawfully  claiming  or  to  claim  the  whole  or 
any  part  of  said  premises,  will  forever  warrant  and  defend. 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  parties  of  the  6rst  part,  have  hereun- 
to set  their  hands  and  seals,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written, 

JAMES  SEYMOUR,  [Seal.] 

MIRA  A.  SEYMOUR,        [Seal-l 
By  Alfred  Pond,  her  Attorney. 
Signed,  Sealed  and  Delivered  in  the  presence  of  D.  A.  A.  l^ns- 
worth,  A.  W.  Hovey. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I,  Mira  A.  Seymour,  wife 
of  James  Seymour  of  the  Town  of  Flashing,  Coanty  of  Genesee, 
and  State  of  Michigan,  do  hereby  authorise  and  empower  Alfred 
Pond,  Esq.  of  the  Town  of  Clayton,  in  said  County,  as  my  true 
and  lawful  attorney,  to  sign  my  name  to  a  deed  of  conveyance  to 
the  state  of  Michigan  of  such  part  of  section  nine,  town  four  nor& 
and  range  two  west,  being  in  the  County  of  Ingham,  in  said  State, 
as  the  said  James  Seymour  shall  execute  to  the  State  of  Michigan, 
and  I  do  hereby  relinquish  all  my  right  of  dower  in  any  lands  so 
conveyed  to  said  State,  and  ratify  what  my  said  attorney  may  do 
in  the  premises.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  sixth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1847. 

MIRA  A  SEYMOUR,        fSeal] 

Witness — Louisa  M.  Seymour,  E.  G.  Langdon. 


State  of  Michtgafif  County  of  Getmee  : 

On  this  sixth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven,  before  me,  a  Justice  of 
the  peace  in,  and  for,  said  County,  personally  appeared  the  vrithin 
named  Mira  A.  Seymour,  known  to  me  to  be  the  person  who  execu* 
ted  the  within  instrument,  and  in  a  private  examination,  aeparate 
and  apart  from  her  said  husband,  acknowledged  the  executio»  of 
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the  Sana  Co  be  lier  fiM  act,  and  deed  withoat  fisar  or  ooBipulBion 
from  any  penon  or  persoim  whatever. 

£.  G.  LANQDON,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I  James  Seymoar,  of  the 
Town  of  Flashing,  County  of  Genessee,  in  the  State  of  Michigai^ 
am  held  and  firmly  bound  to  pay  to  said  State  of  Michigan,  the 
eum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  for  the  payment  of  which  I  bind  my- 
self, my  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  firmly  by  these  pre- 
sents.    Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  14th  day  of  February,  1847. 

Whereas  the  above  bounden  James  Seymour  has  executed  to 
said  State  a  deed  of  twenty  acres  of  land  in  the  County  of  Ing- 
ham, on  section  nine  in  town  four,  north,  and  range  two,  west,  on 
which  he  proposes  the  State  shall  erect  the  public  buildiDgs.— 
Now,  therefore,  the  conditions  of  the  above  obligation  is  such,  that 
if  the  proper  authorities  of  the  State  are  satisfied  with  the  location 
of  said  lot,  or  if  not  satisfied,  shall  before  the  first  day  of  >pril 
next,  request  the  said  James,  instead  thereof,  to  execute  another 
deed  (making  a  good  title)  to  such  other  tract  of  twenty  acres,  as 
more  suitable  fbr  the  purpose,  which  they  may  select,  being  at 
least  forty  rods  distant  fi*om  the  mill  dam,  and  not  interfering  Tiltli 
the  water  privilege,  and  the  said  James,  on  such  request,  shall  exe- 
cute the  deed,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void,  otherwise  to  remain 

in  full  force  and  virtue. 

JAMES  SEYMOUR.    .^     [Seal.] 


Han,  W.  M,  Fenion,  Chairman  of  CammUtee : 

Sir — Since  I  made  my  offer  to  the  Legislature  to  convey  to  the 
State  a  lot  on  section  nine,  town  four,  north,  two  west,  in  Lansin*  -, 
for  the  seat  of  government,  I  have  ascertained  the  extent  of  the 
water  power  on  section  nine,  by  the  report  of  Jarvis  Hurd,  .Esq., 
Chief  Engineer  c^  the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal,  made  on  the 
18th  January,  1838,  to  be  as  follows,  viz: — The  volume  of  water 
flowing  in  Grand  River  six  miles  above,  and  the  Cedar  dam  and 
Sycamore,  which  discharge  into  it  above  section  nine,  to  be  81,441 
•cubic  feet  per  minute,  which,  according  to  *' Evan's  millwright 
guide,"  page  163,  would  furnish  power  with  6  J  feet  head,  on  tub 
vrfieels  for  65  runs  of  4  feet  mill  stones.  I  also  own  one  half  of  the 
next  rapid  above  of  5  feet  and  if  I  abould  raise  the  d«n  to  include 
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m 

my  sbftfQ  of  (haly  tbeir  power  tvDuld  be  increased  to  78  mm  of 

stone. 

JAMES  SEYMOUR, 


[B.] 
FBOPOflmoN  OF  Justus  Giueet. 

To  the  Hon.  James  L  Glbm,       ^  Commiuumer*  to  locate  tht  *Ue 
Alonzo  rERRis  and  >     y^^  .*       lj-  »   -uj^  .   t_ 
David  Smart.  )   >  ^^^i^^^M*^*,  *«'. 

The  undersigned  proprietor  of  the  north  faction  of  the  South 
west  quarter  of  section  5,  township  of  Lansing  in  the  county  of 
Ingham,  containing  79  85-100  acres,  and  of  the  south  east  J  of  the 
N.  W.  ^  of  the  same  section  containing  forty  acres  and|of  the  south 
west^  of  the  N.  E.  ^  of  the  same  section  containing  also  forty 
acres,  making  in  all,  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  and  85-100  acres 
in  a  body  situated  on  the  Grand  River  in  the  township  of  Lan- 
sing, intersected  by  the  Grand  River  turnpike,  submits  to  your  hon- 
orable board  the  following  proposition  for  the  location  of  the 
Capitol  on  the  premises  above  described. 

He  proposes  to  give  to  the  State,  by  good  and  sufficient  convey- 
ance in  fee  simple,  free  and. clear  of  all  incumbrance,  twenty  acres 
of  land  for  state  buildings  site,  to  be  selected  by  the  board  any 
where  on  the  north  fraction  of  the  south  west  quarter  of  section 
five,  or  on  the  south  east  quarter  of  north  west  quarter  of  said 
section,  or  partly  on  each,  provided,  that  the  same  be  selected  on 
the  portion  of  said  lands  lying  north  of  the  said  Grand  River  turn- 
pike ;  and  if  such  selection  and  location  be  made  on  said  premises 
he  will  also  by  good  and  sufficient  conveyance,  convey  to  the  state 
in  fee  simple,  free  of  all  incumbrance  the  one  half  in  number  ta- 
ken alternately  of  all  village  lots  laid  out  on  any  forty  acres  of  said 
land,  designated  by  the  Board. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

(Signed,)  JUSTUS  GILKEY. 

•      '  lof 

TuE  Proposition  of  H.  B,  Laturop. 
Hon.  James  L.  Glen, — Commisnoner^  ffc. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  learned  from  Mr.  Seymour  on  Thursday  that  you  had  left  for 
Detroit  and  would  probably  return  to  Lansing  about  the  last  of  this 
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week.  Since  I  laat  saw  you  I  have  tSiottght  much  of  ^e  location 
and  almost  regret  I  did  not  express  my  views  fully  before  leaving 
Lansing.  You  may  recollect  I  s^d  I  believed  I  would  make  a 
proposition.  I  will  now  do  what  I  ought  to  have  done  then^  and  as 
you  said,  put  it  in  writing.  I  was  aware  of  Gtlkey's  ofier  to  give 
for  a  site  ^0  acres,  and  40  acres  to  be  laid  out  in  a  village  plat,  the 
state  to  have  alternate  sections  or  blocks,  equal  to  half  of  the  plat. 
I  thought  and  still  think  that  I  might  perhaps  aid  him  and  the  state 
by  making  you  this  proposition,  to  wit :  For  the  interest  of  the  state 
in  the  40  acres  in  case  the  location  is  made  on  Gilkey^s  land,  I  will 
give  the  sum  of  $6000,  to  be  paid  in  the  erection  of  the  buildings, 
estimating  work  and  materials  at  a  fair  price.  This  will  enable 
yo<i  to  put  up  brick  buildings,  and  spend  only  your  $10,000  and 
not  be  in  debt  at  the  close  of  the  season,  for  if  I  get  a  job  of  build- 
ing with  brick,  I  know  where  I  can  get  the  $6,000  to  complete  the 

buildings. 
I  must  confess  I  feel  some  anxiety  about  the  location  and  can 

say  in  sincerity  that  of  all  the  places  I  saw  in  Lansing  (that  there 
could  be  a  title  to  obtained,)  this  is  by  far  the  most  pleasant,  and 
what  I  deem  of  much  more  importance,  the  most  healthy  place  in 
the  town.  It  is  an  opening  commanding  an  extensive  view  of  the 
river,  is  elevated  and  commandinga  prospect  finer  than  isoflen  met 
with,  even  in  Michigan ;  already  so  far  cleared  and  broken  as  to 
save  the  inhabitants  from  mnch  of  the  miasma  arising  from  the  de- 
composition of  the  vegetation,  on  any  new  land,  and  much  more  on 
timbered  than  openings.  It  is  removed  to  a  safe  distance  from  the 
stagnant  or  dead  water  of  the  mill-pond. 

I  consider  the  location  on  section  21,  west  and  north  of  the  river 
on  Townsend's  land  one  of  the  worst  in  point  of  health  that  could 
be  adopted.  You  would  have  dead  water  on  each  side  of  you, 
and  agues  and  chill  fevers  would  be  as  sure  to  the  state  officers  and 
their  assistants,  as  would  be  their  salaries.  This  I  consider  among 
the  roost  important  considerations  that  should  govern  the  location 
far,  far  more  than  a  few  thousand  dollars  more  or  less.  I  think  I 
shall  write  Ferris  to-morrow  suggesting  something  of  tho  above 
for  his  consideration*     Please  show  this  to  friend  Smart  and  accept 

my  best  regards  for  you  both.         Yours,  &c. 

(Signed,)        H.  B.  LATHROP. 
Jackson,  April  19,  1847. 
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{D.l 
Proposition  ahd  Bond  of  HmAit  R.  Ardbbwv 

■  

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Hiram  R.  Andrews,  fK 
the  city  of  Detroit  and  State  of  Michigan,  am  held  and^rmly  bovnd 
unto  the  State  of  Michigan  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  doUan  law- 
ful money  of  die  United  States  for  the  payment  of  whidi  sum  well 
and  truly  to  be  made  1  bind  myseliv  my  heirs,  ezecotois  and  ad- 
ministrators firmly  by  these  presents.  Sealed  with  my  sea)  and 
dated  this  twenty-first  day  of  Apnl,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty- seven. 

The  condition  of  this  bond  is  such,  thatwhereas  the  above  botm- 
den  Hiram  R.  Andrews  has  this  day  made  a  proposition  to  the 
eommissioners  appointed  to  locate  the  capitol  of  said  state  of  Bfich- 
igan  which  proposition  is  hereunto  annexed.  Now,  therefore,. 
should  the  said  Hiram  R.  Andrews  well  and  truly  keep  and  per- 
form on  his  part  all  covenants  in  said  proposition  contained,  provi- 
ded the  said  state  of  Michigan  accede  to  the  said  proposition  on 
her  part,  then  this  bond  to  become  null  and  void,  otherwise  to  re- 
main in  full  force  and  virtue. 

[Signed,]        HIRAM  R.  ANDREWS.  [L.  S.] 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of  William  T.  Alex- 
ander. 

Glenn,  i  Commisswners  appointed  to  locate 

David  Smart  and       <  the  Capitol  of  the  State  of  Mkhi- 
Alonzo  Ferris,  (  gan. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  submits  the  following  propoMCion 
for  your  consideration,  provided  the  east  half  of  the  north  easc 
quarter  of  fractional  section  thirteen,  should  be  deemed  a  proper 
site  for  the  capitol  in  the  town  of  Michigan. 

First  I  propose  to  give  the  state  Irom  any*poition  of  the  above 
land  twenty  acres  for  public  purposes. 

Secondly.  To  have  you  select  from  said  tract  seventy  acres  to  be 
laid  out  into  town  lots,  eveiy  second  lot  to  be  donated  to  the  state, 
said  lots  to  be  laid  out  under  your  direction. 

In  making  this  proposition  I  reserve  to  myself  all  right  to  any 
water  power  said  lot  may  possess  and  the  exclusive  privilege  of 
using  the  same.  (Signed,)        HIRAM  R.  ANDREWS. 

Detroit,  April  21, 1847. 
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[E.1 
FiTSTHER  Proposition  of  Jabcbs  Ssthovr. 
To  the  CommiBsionen  for  locating  the  pennanent  seat  of  goyem- 
ment  for  State  of  Michigan ! 

In  addition  to  my  offer  to  die  legialature,  I  propose  to  add  ten 
acres,  and  in  a  different  location  or  shape  of  lot  should  it  bedenr- 
ed.    I  will  make  it  satisfactory. 

I  will  at  my  own-  expense  furnish  all  the  materials,  and  erect  a 
suitable  building  for  the  temporary  use  of  the  legislature  and  public 
officers,  according  to  the  plan  made  by  you ;  the  whole  to  be  done 
in  a  good  substantial  manner,  under  the  supervision  of  the  acting 
commissioner  and  satisfactory  to  him  :  and  to  be  completed  on  or 
before  the  25th  day  of  December  next  If  desired,  I  will  also 
without  charge  clear  off  the  lot  proposed,  leaving  suitable  shade 
trees  as  may  be  directed  by  the  acting  commissioner. 

(Signed,)        JAMES  SEYMOUR. 
April  83,  1847. 

[R] 
Bono  op  Justus  Gilkey. 
Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Justus  Gilkey,  of  the 
Township  of  Lansing,  in  the  County  of  Ingham  in  the  State  of 
Michigan,  am  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  the  State  of  Michigan  in 
the  penal  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  lawful  money  of  the  United 
S  ta  tes  to  be  paid  to  said  State,  to  which  payment  well  and  truly 
to  be  made,  I  hereby  bind  myself,*  my  heirs,  executors  and  admin- 
istrators firmly  by  these  presents. 

Sealed  with  my  seal  and  dated  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  April, 
A.  D.,  1847. 

The  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such,  that  if  the  said  Justus 
Gilkey  shall  and  doth  (in  case  the  commissioners  under  the  '*  act 
to  provide  for  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  govemmeut  of  this  State, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  March  16th,  1847,  designate  and 
Bolect  the  site  on  which  to  erect  the  capitol  and  other  state  build- 
ings within  the  bounds  of  the  following  described  parcels  of  land, 
or  of  either  of  them,  to  vrit :  The  north  fractional  part  of  the  south 
» west  quarter  of  section  five ;   the  south  east  quarter  of  the  north 
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west  quarter  of  said  sectioa  five,  and  the  south  west  quarter  of  the 
north  east  quarter  of  said  section,  cootainiog  in  all  one  hundred 
and  fiflj-nine  85-100  acres  of  land  ;  and  in  consideration  thoFeoi^ 
without  charge  or  expense  to  the  State,  well  and  truly  convey  to 
the  State  of  Michigan  in  feo  simple  forever,  free  and  clear  of  all 
incumbrances,  such  part  and  parcel  of  the  lands  above  described, 
containing  twenty  acres,  as  by  the  said  commissioners  may,  under 
the  providions  of  the  **  act"  aforesaid,  be  designated  and  selected  as 
a  site  for  the  state  buildings,  &c.,  and  shall  join  with  the  acting 
commissioner,  in  laying  out  the  village  plat  contemplated  by  said 
act,  over  and  embracing  all  the  rest  and  residue  of  the  premises 
above  described,  and  shall  also  convey  to  the  State  of  Michigan 
within,  twenty  days  after  the  laying  out  and  recording  of  said  plat, 
in  fee  simple,  free  and  clear  of,  all  incumbrance^  for  the  oonsider- 
ation  aforesaid,  and  without  charge  to  the  Stj9Lte,  the  one  half  in 
number,,  taken  alternately  of  all  village  lots  lying  and  being  within 
the  limits  and  bounds  of  any  tract  consisting  of  eighty  acras  of 
land,  which  the  said  acting  commissioner  shall  or  may  designate 
and  define  on  the  premises  above  described,  ttien  this  obligation  to 
be  void,  otherwise  to  remain  in  full  force  and  effect. 

(Signed,)        JUSTUS  GILKEY.  [L.  &] 
In  pxesesence  of  Geo.  W,  Peck. 


fG.] 

The  furtubr  Proposftion  or  James  Sevuour. 

To  the  commissioners  for  locating  the  site  of  capitol  and  public 

buildings  for  the  State  of  Michigan  : 

If  the  offers  heretofore  made  by  me  to  the  legislature  and  to- your 
board  are  not  acceptable,  I  propose,  instead  thereof,  to  convey  to 
the  state  for  the  site  of  the  public  buildings,  twenty  acres  of  land 
on  the  south  west  quarter  of  nine  in  Lansing,  in  such  part 
as  you  may  select ;  and  as  a  further  indacement  for  making  the  lo- 
cation on  this  lot,  I  offer  to  deed  to  the  state  the  undivided  four- 
iiflhs  of  the  following  lands,  viz :  The  balance  of  the  south  west 
quarter  of  section  nine  140  acres,  and  the  south  fractional  part  of 
the  north  west  quaiter  of  section  nine  containing  66  2-100  (in  all) 
206  2-100.     Four-fifths  of  which   would  be  equal  to  about  IM 
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«.cre8,  whicb  laid  out  into  lots  of  a  quaiter  of  an  acre  each  (after 
deducting  one-ibuith  part  for  streets)  would  make  405  lota  (or  three 
lota  to  the  acre)  besides  the  twenty  acre  lot. 

These  495  lots,  in  my  opinion,  (would)  be  worth  more  than  treble- 
t^e  value  of  any  lots  which  can  be  offered  elsewhere,  being  unbro- 
Icen  by  high  bluffs,  of  easy  access  to  the  river,  and  in  the  immedi* 
ate  vicinity  of  my  water  power,  which  must  largely  increase  the 
valbe  of  the  property  about  it.  For  all  time  to  come  it' will  be  a 
great  convenience  to  the  public  who  have  business  at  the  seat  of 
government,  to  find  it  a  large  town  where  other  business  concen- 
trates and  is  near  the  public  offices.  The  land  on  section  16  on 
the  east  side  of  the  river,  is  wide  and  much  of  it  handsome,  and 

-will  be  more  benefitted  by  the  improvement  at  my  mills  than  the 
south  end,  which  is  narrow  and  broken,  can  be  by  any  improve- 
ments in  that  direction.  On  examination  of  McCracken's  map,  I 
find  that  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  near  the  centre  of  the  sec- 
tion 16  there  is 

Bottom  land  bn  the  north,  21  acres. 

On  the  south,  27     do 

On  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  33     do 

In  all,  81    do 

Which  cannot  be  built  bn,  and  may  affect  the  health  of  the  place ; 
on  the  east  bank  it  is  38  rods  wide  opposite  the  high  bank. 

On  the  west  side  of  the  river  on  section  16,  are        438  acres. 

Taking  out  the  bottom  lands,  48    do 

Leaves  of  upland,  300  acres. 

I  offer  to  add  20  acres. 

Four-fifths  of  206  acres  is  about  165    do 

185     do 

575 
In  my  opinion  the  185  acres  can  be  made  mor  ethan  tWice  as  val- 
uable with  the  capitol  on  it  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  my  water 
power,  than  the  whole  school  section  can  be  with  the  capitol  on  it 
and  away  from  my  water  power. 

(Signed,)        JAMES  SEYMOUR. 
April  27,  1847, 


•% 
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[H.] 
Bond  of  Wm.  H.  Townbend,  Isaac  Townsknd  ahd  Robkbt  C. 

ToWNSEND. 

Know  all  men  by  these  preseuts,  that  we,  William  H.  Townaeiid, 
Isaac  Townsend  and  Robert  C.  Townsend,  of  the  firm  of  Towd*> 
end  &  Brothers,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  are  held  and  firmly 
bound  unto  the  State  of  Michigan  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars, money  of  the  United  States,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  State,  to 
which  payment  well  and  truly  to  be  made,  we  hereby  bind  oar- 
selves,  our  heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  jointly  and  severaDy 
iirraly  by  these  presents. 

Sealed  with  our  seals  and  dated  the  29tk  day  of  April,  A.D.  1847. 

Whereas,  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Michigan  at  iu  last 
session,  by  law  provided  for  the  removal  Qf  the  seat  of  government 
of  said  State  to  Lansing  in  the  county  of  Ingham ;  and  whereas, 
commissioners  have  been  duly  appointed  under  such  law  to  select 
the  site  for  the  erection  of  public  buildings  in  said  towhahip  of 
Lansing ;  now  the  conditions  of  this  obligation  are  such,  that  1st, 
should  the  said  commissioners  "select  and  designate"  the  site  for 
the  capitol  and  other  state  buildings  on  the  centre,  or  as  near  as 
may  be,  of  section  sixteen  (16)  in  said  township,  in  regard  to  die 
north  and  south  lines  of  said  section,  and  on  the  west  side  of  (Sraad 
River,  the  said  Townsends  will  have  the  entire  north  half  of  sec- 
tion twenty-one  (21)  of  said  township,  surveyed  into  a  town  plat, 
according  te  law  and  without  delay,  and  will,  after  reserving  to 
themselves  such  lots  adjoining  the  river  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
proper  use  of  their  water  power,  convey  to  the  State  in  fee  simple, 
free  and  clear  of  all  incumbrance,  every  third  lot  in  said  plat,  or 
every  third  block  therein.  2d.  They  will  permit  the  said  State,  by 
its  proper  agent,  to  take  from  any  lands  in  said  township  owned  by 
th^m,  all  such  framing  timber  and  stone  as  the  state  may  wiah  to 
use  in  the  construction  of  buildings  by  the  State  during  the  present 
year.  3d.  They  will,  at  their  own  cost  and  expense,  erect  and 
build  a  bridge  across  Grand  River,  on  section  twenty-one,  (21,) 
within  such  time,  at  such  place,  in  such  manner  and  of  such  mate- 
rials, as  the  acting  commissioner  shall  prescribe ;  the  cost  whereof 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars.    The  said  Towns- 
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•#iids  ^ilfilliiig  and  ^rfermiiig  die  above  conditioiis,  tbe  abore  obli* 
gttdon  to  be  void^  odierwiae  to  remain  in  full  force  apd  effect 
(Signed,)  Wm.  H.  TOWNSEND.  [L.  S.J 

by  his  Att'y  Isaac  Townsknd. 
ISAAC  TOWNSEND.  [L.  S.] 

ROBERT  C.  TOWNSEND,  [L.  S.] 

by  bis  Att'y  Isaac  Towmsend. 
Signed  and  seajed  in  presence  of  Jas.  E.  Piatt. 


P-] 

Bond  of  Samuel  P.  Mead  aitd  George  W.  Peck, 
Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  Samuel  P.  Mead,  of 
the  coun^'of  Wayne,  and  George  W.  Peek,  of  the  county  of  log- 
hBxa,  in  tbe  State  of  Michigan,  are  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  the 
State  of  Michigan  in  the  som  of  two  thousand  dollars  to  l>e  paid  to 
the  said  state,  to  which  payment  well  and  truly  to  be  made,  we 
hereby  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors  and  adminsitrators 
jointly  andsoTerflilly  firmly  by  these  presents.  Sealed  with  our 
seals  and  dated  this  29th  day  of  April,  A.  D.,  1847. 

Tbe  'Condition  of  this  obligation  is  such,  that  if  the  said  Samuel 
P.  Mead  and  George  W.  Peck  shsAl  and  do  well  and  truly  expend 
or  caase  to  be  expended  on  that  part  cf  eection  16,  in  tbutowdship 
of  Lansing  in  the -county  of  Ingham  ai>d  state  aforesaid,  which  shall* 
er  may  hereafter  be  known  and  designated  as  the  "  Town  of  Mich- 
ig^.**  lyiiig  and  being  on  the  south  half  of  Raid  serii(»n  16,  for  the 
purposes  of  public  improvement  on  the  ^tr  ets  hiidg^'s,  drains  or 
otherwise,  the  just  and  full  sum  of  one  thousand  d  nil  a  is,  within  two 
years  frqm  the  date  hereof,  the  one  half  thereof  in  ea(  h  year,  then 
ihis  obligation  to  be  void  otherwise  of  ftdl  iojcv  nud  t'f!\;ct. 

^Signed,)        SAMUKLP.MKAl).     [L.  S.] 

GEO.  W.  PKCR.     (L   S.] 
Signed  and  sealed  in  presence  of  J  as.  E.  Plate. 


[J] 

Copy  Power  of  Attorney  Executed  by  \Vm.  II.   Townsend. 
Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I.  Win.  II   7'ownsend,  ef 
the  city  of  New  York,  merchant,  do  herehy  cotiidiuite  and  appoint 
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• 

irrevocably,  Isaac  Townsend,  of  the  said  ci^,  merchant,  ray  true 
and  lawful  attorney  for  me  and  in  my  name  to  bargain,  sell  or  con- 
tract for  any  and  all  lands  and  tenements  standing  in  my  name  or 
owned  by  me  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  for  all  such  bargains, 
sales  and  contracts  I  do  hereby  bind  myself  tegive  a  good  and  suf- 
ficient deed  or  deedsi  or  perform  any  other  stipulation  he  may  make 
in  my  name,  appurtaining  to  the  same. 

{Signed,)        Wm.  H.  TOWNSEND.  [L.  S.] 

New  York,  April  21, 1847. 

Taken  and  subscribed  and  acknowledged  before  roe  by  Wm.  H. 
Townsend  to  me  well  known  to  be  the  person  mentioned  and  de- 
scribed in  the  foregoing  Power  of  Attorney,  this  21st  day  of  Aprils 
1847. 

(Signed,)        GEO.  W.  MORTON, 

United  States  CommissioDer,  Southern  District^  New  York. 


STATE  OF  MICHIGAN 


No.  12. 


LEGISLATURE,   1848 


ABSTRACT  OF  REPORTS  OF  FEES  MADE  TO  THE 
SECRETARY  OP  STATE  FOR  THE  YEAR  1847. 

Nanof  of  Offlcen.  Offlee. 

Truman  Herrick,  Jaslioe  of  the  Peace,  Genesee  Count  j» 
Asahel  Brown  jr.»  do  Branch, 

L.  G.  Bicktord,      RogUter  of  Deedtt,     Genesee, 
Lewis  Welch,        Justice  of  the  Peace,  Monioe, 


John  W.  Johnson, 
I.  M.  Larrowe, 
John  Bishop, 
Amos  Gray, 
R.  B.  LfOomis, 
J.  T.  WooUey, 
Cyrus  Smith, 
J.  H.  Simmons, 
D.  D.  McMartin, 
Daniel  Person, 
Simeon  M.  Smith, 
Isaac  Lemon, 
A.  B.  Massey, 
O.  D.  Colvln, 
C.  E.  HamKn, 
Robert  Hill, 
Z.  M.  DreWi 
Jtts.  Cook, 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Coanty  Clerk, 
Justice  of  the  Peaee^  Branch, 

do  Lapeer, 

do  Hillsdale, 

do  ^ 

do    . 


Genesee, 

Livingston, 

Kent, 

Berrien, 

Jackson, 

Calhoun, 

do 
Van  Buren, 
Allegan, 
Livingston, 
Genesee, 


St.  Joseph, 


Livingston, 
Clinton, 


Am*t. 

$3  32 
7  50 
350  00 
4  36 
3  25 
15  00 
31  68 
43  03 
64  91 

72  78 
60  00 

73  08 
3  25 

11  61 
00  00 

3  00 
245  57 

26  72 

0  01 

15  51 

4  70 
t5 
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Walter  Habbell, 

County  Clerk, 

do 

»5  06 

Chas.  P.  Calkins, 

,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Kent, 

146  18 

Wm.  Hathaway » 

do 

Ottawa, 

7  » 

Same, 

Judge  of  Probate, 

do 

12  00 

O.  Clark, 

do 

Genesee, 

144  35 

H.  L.  MiDer, 

Justice  of  the  Peace, 

f  Saginaw, 

25  00 

L.  Flint, 

do 

Livingston, 

5  00 

E.  G.  Langdon, 

do 

Genesee, 

17  15 

J.  W.  Smith, 

do 

,  Livingston, 

44  56 

Francis  Nelson, 

do 

Lenawee, 

2  25 

Jno.  P.  LeRoy, 

do 

Oakland, 

132  &e 

Jona.  Wood, 

do 

Ingham, 

2  71 

S.  Whelan; 

do 

Hillsdale, 

7  00 

L.  W.  Rodgers, 

do 

Oakland, 

6  00 

Hiram  Tobias, 

do 

Ingham, 

3  69 

Geo.  W.  Collins, 

do 

Oakland* 

02  24 

Le?i  Wilson, 

do 

Branch, 

5  00 

Hiram  AuUs, 

do 

Washtenaw, 

10  50 

Heniy  Wood, 

do 

Ingham, 

3  00 

Alonzo  Cartis, 

do 

Monroe, 

27  44 

M.  CnWer, 

do 

Jackson, 

16  17 

I.  T.  WUder, 

do 

Wayne, 

14  31 

Wm.  G.  Wiley, 

do 

Cass, 

0  97 

Cyras  Bacon, 

Ofioe  not  stated. 

do 

50  23 

I.  C.  Frink, 

Register  of  Deeds, 

Calhoun, 

563  91 

WiUiam  Hale, 

Register  in  Chancery,  1st  Circuit 

277  05 

Abner  Morton, 

Justice  of  the  Peace, 

,  Monroe, 

21  00 

WiUiara  Hale, 

C]erk  Supreme  Court, 

63  72 

Edmund  Steais^ 

Register  of  Deeds, 

St.  Joseph, 

629  55 

Benj'n  Osgood, 

Judge  of  Probate, 

do 

158  34 

Same, 

Jostioe  of  the  Peace, 

f       do 

5  00 

W.  B.  Foote, 

do 

Hnisdate, 

40  64 

A*  acockwell. 

do 

Wi^e, 

30  85 

A.  A.  Wilooz, 

do 

Ingham, 

1  00 

Geo.  Davis, 

do 

Kalamazoo, 

6  28 

Selah  Pickett, 

do 

Cass, 

7  62 

Samoel  Wanier, 

do 

Lenawee, 

37  72 
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I.  S.  Skimier, 

Register  of  Deeds, 

Monroe^ 

ft 

Qeo«  YouDglove, 

Justice  of  the  Peace 

1,       do 

17  7« 

H.  H.  Gale, 

do' 

EatoD, 

5  oa 

Jacob  Rogen, 

do 

Kent, 

28  9% 

S.  Famam, 

do 

• 

Eaton, 

2  50 

A.  Collios, 

do 

Washtenaw, 

3  01 

;SatzMiel  Keady, 

do 

St.  Joseph, 

4  00 

Isaac  Carle, 

do 

Ingham, 

22  29 

John  Hadson, 

do 

do 

2  75 

JBowen  Hicksy 

do 

do 

15  54 

L.  H.  Fowler, 

do 

do 

4  00 

Geo^  A.  Kellogg, 

do 

Branch, 

39  88 

Jas.  S.  Covert, 

do 

Ingham,  ' 

'9  02 

W.  A.  Mc^lpine, 

do 

Oakland, 

1  00 

E.  P.  Baldwin, 

do 

do 

195  87 

S.  N.  Bachelor,  . 

do 

do 

88 

Hiram  Smith, 

do 

do 

13  62 

Harvey  Lee, 

do 

do 

106  81 

Rollin  Spragae, 

do 

do 

10  51 

Harry  Frink, 

do 

do 

10  60 

Henry  Allen, 

do 

Lapeer,  ■ 

00  00 

B.  F.  Graves, 

do  ■ 

Calhonn, 

96  29 

J.  B.  Hough, 

do 

Lapeer, 

30  25 

Thos.  Real, 

do 

Washtenaw, 

105  40 

Joaa.  Holmes, 

do 

Branch, 

13  13 

M.  Couture, 

do 

Monroe, 

8  20 

G.  T.  Bulkley, 

do 

do 

320  85 

Paul  Dennis, 

do 

Bany, 

1  54 

Chas.  W.  Ford, 

do 

Monroe, 

350  71 

E.  B.  Bassett,  Clerk  of  Allegan  co.,  am 

'toffees  not  stated 

• 

L.  A.  Crane, 

Jasdce  of  the  Peace 

,  Kalamazoo, 

9  89 

J.  N.  Rogers, 

do 

Berrien, 

185  00 

J.  D.  Olcott, 

do 

Calhoun, 

200.00 

J.  Brownson, 

do 

Allegan. 

1  06 

A.  H.  Larabee, 

do 

Hillsdale,    • 

3  25 

WoL  Savier, 

do 

St.  Joseph, 

42  88 

C.  R.  Whitmore, 

do 

JackaoB, 

3  4^ 
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lu  B.  RasselJ, 

do 

Leaawee, 

3  94 

IVL  Johnson, 

do 

Oakland, 

6  05 

Nelson  Miles, 

do 

Kent, 

3  46 

John  Remington, 

do 

1 

Genesee, 

10  00 

Geo.  Robertson,. 

do 

'    Oakland, 

7  23 

H.  T.  Walker, 

do 

Washtenaw, 

27  00 

Jas.  Greene, 

do 

Monroe, 

20  13 

D.  R.  Rose, 

do 

Wayne, 

6  50 

Philo  Galpin, 

do- 

Washtenaw, 

7  93 

E.  J.  Bell, 

do 

Oakland, 

102  60 

C.  G.  Woodbury, 

do 

Lapeer, 

26  25 

AmosWixson,    « 

do 

St.  Clair, 

3  30 

J.  Galbraith, 

do 

do 

56 

H.  Spencer, 

do 

St.  Joseph 

50  00 

J.  B.  Cooper, 

do 

Lenawee, 

27  05 

R.  V,  V.  Crane, 

do 

Cass, 

3  63 

Rollin  Wood, 

do 

Kalamazoo, 

249  00 

M.  McDougall, 

do 

Washtenaw^ 

50  00 

J.  M.  McAlpine, 

do 

Allegan, 

00  00 

P.  R.  Barnum, 

do 

Barry, 

11  10 

W.  H.  Montgomery^ 

do 

•              « 

Monroe, 

1  26 

W.  Cronkrite, 

do 

Ionia,    .• 

5  53 

L.  G.  Noyes, 

do 

Calhoun, 

82  IS 

S.  N-  Yeikes, 

do 

Livingston, 

I  38 

C.  M.O'Malley, 

do 

Mackinac, 

15  69^ 

Jas.  MulhoUen, 

do 

Monroe, 

3  56 

H.  Bnstol, 

do 

Ingham, 

20  93. 

C.  L.  Travis, 

do 

Hillsdale, 

218  96^ 

£!i  Smithy 

do 

Ingham, 

2  00 

Ckas.  Jewett, 

do 

Berrien  County, 

142  56 

Fred  Lord,      Judge 

of  Probate, 

Van  Buren, 

75  00 

John  Carney,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 

Kalamazoo, 

2  46 

A.  Richmond, 

do 

do 

2  16 

IL  A.  Noyes,  Judge 

of  Probate, 

Calhoun, 

260  45 

Wou  W.  Bird,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 

Ingham, 

10  11 

J..Hitdicox. 

do 

CasSk 

12  23 

D.  W.  Mom,       • 

do 

Ingliam, 

3  68 
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Daniel  Cook, 
£.  Mordiiy 
R.  RobiD8on» 

A.  Waggoner, 
H.  Rowland, 
H.  J,  Johnson, 
L.  Hungerford, 
Charles  Lake, 
James  Bridsall, 

B.  Truesdell, 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

ao 

do 
do 
.do 
do 


P.  B.  Truax,    Register  of  Deeds, 
W.  F.  Day,     Justice  of  the  Peace, 
J.  R.  Hyde,  do 

S.  Chipman,  do 

W.  H.  Backingham,  do 

Oeorge  Rix,  do 

H.  Warner,  do 

A.  McOiness,  do 

J.  T.  Holmes,  4I0 

H.  Tillotson,  do 

James  Hagaman,  do 

Horace  Jonesi  do 

J.  W.  CoUins,  do 

A.  D.  Shaw,    County  Clerk, 

J.  H.  Parker,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 

B.  F.  Faxon,  do 
Cyrus  Lovell,                    do 

C.  P.  Benton,  County  Clerk, 

John  Barber,  Register  in  Chancery, 

D.  B.  Webster,  Judge  of  Probate, 
A.  F.  Carr,       Register  of  Deeds» 
S.  N.  Edmunds,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
John  R.  Haynes,  do 
Daniel  Powers,  do 

P.  Low,  do 

Joel  Burgess^  do 

Ira  Drake*  >do 


Barry, 
Wayne, 
Jackson, 
Ingham, 
Clinton, 
Oakland, 
Clinton, 
Shiawassee, 
Genesee, 
Shiawassee, 
Lenawee, 
Hillsdale, 
Lenawee, 
St.  Joseph, 
Kalamazoo, 
do 

Branch, 
do 

Kent, 
Barry, 

Lenawee, 

St.  Joseph, 

Eaton, 
do 

Lenawee, 
do 

Ionia, 

Branch, 

5th  circuit, 

Kalamazoo, 

Ionia, 

Branch, 

Van  Bureo, 

Branch, 

Inghami 

ionia, 

Kalamazoo, 


10  03 
52  60 

9  64 

5  86 

11  56 
23  65 

6  56 
4  88 

277  56 

2  75 

1038  64 

46  32 

21  50 

170  00 

15  00 

1  50 
478  28 

7  39 

115  00 

7  00 

0  93 

41  80 

72  50 

134  17 

20  00 

2  75 
«K)  00 

475  14 

117  88 

128  50 

320  26 

16  60 

7  70 

4  80 

80  00 

58  79 

4  50 
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L.  A.  Fhcbf     County  Clerk, 
Samoi  Justice  of  the  Peace, 

Samuel  S.  Hunt,  do 

Wm.  J.  Moody,  do 

John  Flora,  do 

James  A.  Dyer,  Counly  Clerk, 
Wm.  Stoddard,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
W.  B.  Bucklaad,  do 

L.  Belcher,  do 

Obed  Smith,  do 

5.  J.  Matthews^  do 
£«G.  Fuller,    Judge  of  Probate, 
Ed.  W.  Peck,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
J.  M.  Fox,       Register  of  Deeds, 
Henry  Griffin,  County  Clerk, 

C.  F.  Howe,    Register  of  Deeds, 
W.  Byington,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
R.  Ackley,  do 

Jer.  Holly,  do 

Jo's.  D.  Field,  do 

Samuel  Milb,  do 

Smith  Herrick,  do 

C  Townsend^  .  do 

C.  A.  Stacy,  Judge  of  Probate, 

6.  Tenbrook,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Daniel  Hicks,  County  Clerk, 
Same,  Register  in  Chancery, 
David  Currier,  Justice  oi  the  Peace, 
John  Swegles,  jr..  County  Clerk, 
Ichabod  Lot,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Sanroel  Treat,  Register  of  Deeds, 

S,  C«  Campbell,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 

Oeo.A.  Coe,  do 

Josiab  Mills,  do 

A,  P  Bentley,  do 

H.  Stilson,  do 

K  H.  Bnddington,  Register  of  D^eds. 


Van  Bureov 

do 
Washtenaw, 
Jackson, 
Ealon, 
Jackson, 
Eaton, 
Ingham, 
Calhoun, 
St.  Clair, 
Oakland, 
Branch, 
Oakland, 
Kent, 
Ottawa, 
Berrien, 
Barry, 

Washtenaw, 

Branch, 

Branch  County, 

Van  Buren, 

Mackinac, 

Livingston, 

Lenawee, 
do 
do 
do 
Ingham, 
Hillsdale, 
Branch , 
Clinton, 
Barry, 
Branch, 
Jackson, 
Macomb, 
Oakland, 
do 


16  f$ 

5  75 
5  25^ 

S49  61 

2  95 
640 .00 

11  28 

3  25 
1  33 

25 

5  75 

165  Id 

78  4S 

545  00 

197  50 

781  34 

3  14 

38  47 

74  11 

11  30 

3  00 
28  00 

4  83 
474  60 

2  75 
636  51 

4  3B 

3  64 
317  33 

9  33 

296  41 

00  00 

241  91 

92  84 

340  61 

76  01 

1267  22 
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C.  O^Flymiy '  Jadgo  of  Probate^ 

A.  J.  Hunter,    Justice  of  the  Peaces 

B.  M.  Sheldon,  do 
Edward  Higby,                 do 

0.  Lamby  do 
B.  C.  Cox,  do 

Same,  Judge  of  Probate, 
1>.  Folensfae,  County  Clerk, 
Peter  Cook,  Justice  cf  ihe  Peace, 
V.  A.  Ripley,  Register  of  Deeds, 
C  C  Palmer,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Wm.  Mercer,  -    do 

D.  D.  Sinclair,  do 
R.  H.  Whitney,                  do 

1.  Lawrence,  do 
James  Bontwell,               do 

E.  M.  Skinner,  do 
Same,  Judge  of  Probate, 

A  Bennett,      Justice  of  the  Peace, 
£lisha  Ely,  Judge  of  Probate, 
Henry  Earl,  jr.,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 

A.  D.  Anderson,  do 
Charles  Brown,  do 
N.  Jaguish,  do 
John  S.  Tuttle,  do 
Thomas  M.  Ladd,  Register  of  Deeds, 
Samuel  Higby,  Judge  of  Probi^, 
Elisha  Ely,  Register  of  Deeds, 

L.  Palmer,        Justice  of  the  Peace, 

B.  B.  Derfee,  do 

G.  W.  Kneeland,  Judge  of  Probate, 
P.  E.  Demill,  Register  of  Deeds, 
James  H.  Mills,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
J.  W.  Stansbury,  do 

W.  G.  Henry,  do 

J.  6.  Brooks,  do 

4 

Carlos  Colton,  County  Clerk, 


Wayne,  . 

674  50 

Lenawee, 

8  66 

Jackson, 

30G  00 

do 

661  01 

Lenawee 

tl  86 

St  Clair, 

83  29 

do 

162  05 

do 

411  72 

St.  Joseph, 

75  00 

-St.  Clair, 

365  55 

Washtenaw, 

10  84 

Hillsdale, 

17  51 

Lenawee, 

27  28 

do 

265  97 

Washtenaw, 

123  75 

St.  Joseph, 

20  64 

Washtenaw, 

18  20 

do 

857  88 

Berrien, 

1  12 

Allegan, 

ite  14 

do 

13  25 

Monroe, 

10  00 

Kalamazoo, 

18  33 

do 

6  63 

Livingston, 

33  33 

Washtenaw, 

689  41 

Jackson, 

613  31 

Allegan, 

320  26 

Lenawee, 

49  94 

Livingston, 

10  67 

do 

158  24 

Jackson, 

742  57 

Shiawasse^ 

2  00 

Livingston, 

36  43 

Kent, 

205  00 

Branch, 

3  89 

Monroe, 

198  05 

^ 
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N.  S.  Booth,  Justice  of  the  Peace» 

Levi  Townson,  Ju4ge  of  Probate* 

Truman  Elmer,  Juatice  of  the  Peace^ 

H.  T.  Judson,  do 

D.  B.Dennis,  do 

Lot  Church,  do 

Bartlett  Bump,  do 

Wm.  B.  Spencer,  do 

Wm.  Hemingway,  do 

Weston  Frost,  do 

J.  B.  Marsh,  do 

Fred  F.  White,  Register  of  Deeds. 

John  Iveson,    Justice  of  the  Peace, 

O.  Holmes,  do 

S.  L.  Bradley,  do 

S.  C.  Goodrich,  do 

Miles  L.  Smith,  do 

Wm.  Johnson,  Judge  of  Probate, 

Daniel  McRobert,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Leaawee, 


N,  W,  Wortley, 
C.  Shaw, 
P.  Webb,  jr , 
C.  W.  Coy, 
Samuel  Barker, 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Cassius  Swift,  Oouiity  Clerk, 

Jno.  S.  Gifford,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 

Clark  Corey,  do 

Keuel  Thayer,  do 

G.  H.  King.  do 

J.  M.  Mc Kinney,  do 

>  J.  S.  Blasdell,  do 

A.  P.  Hayden,  County  Clerk, 

*G.  R.  Cumings,  do 

C.  Garrett,  Register  of  Deeds, 

Osmyn  Childs,  Judge  of  Probate, 

<reorgo  Gale,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 

'D.  D.  Evans,  do 


Eatoo, 

19  80 

Clinton, 

51  3S 

Jackson, 

6  12 

Kent, 

22  93 

Lenawee, 

335  37 

Kent, 

21   53 

Hillsdale, 

18  75 

Van  Buren, 

13  00 

Lapeer, 

54  41 

Lapeer, 

46  56 

Calhoun, 

24  6S 

Eaton, 

202  80 

Lenawee, 

27  22 

Livingston, 

1«  04 

Branch, 

5  38 

St.  Joseph, 

151  01 

Monroe, 

8  94 

Macinac, 

158  13 

Leaawee, 

2  51 

Wayne, 

9  25 

Clinton, 

3  00 

Livingston, 

63  08 

Clinton, 

26  50 

do 

3  50 

Washtenaw, 

830  39 

« Calhoun, 

5  06 

Allegan, 

11  15 

Lenawee, 

3  75 

Ionia, 

10  75 

Jackson, 

49 

Barry, 

13  34 

•Saginaw, 

187  96 

Genesee, 

365  00 

Saginaw, 

86  19 

Eaton, 

107  00 

Hillsdale. 

44  23 

St.  Joseph, 

'  18  6i 
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Wm.  L.  Pa]iner» 

do 

Jackson, 

45  00 

Jamea  H.  Allen, 

do 

Kalamazoo, 

15  73 

H.  WiUiaiiia, 

do 

Eaton, 

10  95 

Morgan  Curtis, 

do 

Kalamazoo 

1  00 

Joseph  P.  Lewia 

do 

Eaton, 

81 

P,  W.  C.  Gatea, 

do 

Oakland, 

55  88 

David  Doty, 

do 

Lenawee, 

22  88 

Solomon  Doty, 

do 

Monroe, 

2  37 

Geo.  Simmonai 

do 

Kalamazoo, 

28  76 

J.  R.  Crandally 

do 

Macomb, 

8  00 

J.  R«  Bowman,  County  Clerk, 

Oakland, 

1200  00 

Hiram  Carney,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 

Monroe, 

6  57 

Oeo  Sherwood,  County 

Clerk, 

Cass, 

138  58 

£.  C.  Southworth,  Justice  of  the  Peace 

,  Allegan, 

1  37 

P.  Aldrich, 

do 

Hillsdale, 

16  54 

A.  J.  Mosher, 

do 

Cass, 

37  94 

D.  M.  Howell, 

do 

do 

64  08 

Same,  Register  of  Deeds, 

do 

399  78 

Charles  P.  Drew,  Justice  of  the  Peace 

do 

4  88 

Stephen  Dorr, 

do 

Washtenaw, 

18  25 

Peter  Brown, 

do 

Jackson, 

43  17 

George  M.  Harper, 

do 

Kalamazoo, 

1  00 

Lysander  Boyce, 

do 

Jackson, 

45 

W.  Marble, 

do 

Barry, 

4  56 

Joseph  Thomes, 

do 

do 

10  70 

Hiram  GreeniSeld« 

do 

do 

30  12 

S.  Barnebee, 

do 

St.  Joseph, 

3  07 

Paul  Spink,    * 

do 

Jackson^ 

17  49 

J.  0.  Goodsellf 

do 

Kent. 

4  50 

L.  H.  Parsons, 

do 

Shiawasse, 

109  10 

Same,  Regbter  of  Deeds, 

do 

260  64 

William  Beech,  Count] 

r  Clerk, 

Lapeer, 

254  05 

D.  Bush,  jr..    Justice  of  the  Peace, 

Shiawassee, 

5  84 

W.  L.  Brooks, 

do 

Ionia, 

3  25 

H.  PeltOD, 

do 

Lapeer. 

,    7  79 

A.  Van  Tuyle, 

do 

Washtenaw, 

8  56 

Adam  Rosmani 

do 

Oakland, 

43  18 

10 
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Hiram 
Geo.  F.  Ball, 
Wm.  Willits, 
A.  W.  Abbott, 
R.  W.  Holley, 
Gurdon  Chapel 
H.  M.  Dodge, 
Job.  Howell,  Jr., 
C.  Hewitt, 
J.  C.  Hotchkiss, 
John  Elwell, 
Jas.  M,  Goold, 
Geo.  Clark, 
Adam  S.  Duno, 
Lot  Sutherland, 


do  do 

Register  of  Deeds,     Lapeer, 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  Oakland, 
do  Lapeer, 

do  Shiawassee, 

do  Kent, 

County  Clerk,  Chippewa, 

Justice  of  the  Peace,  Lenawee, 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Hampton  Rich, 

Same,  County  Clerk, 

A.  T.  Gorton,    Justice  of  the  Peace, 


A.  S.  Luce, 
J.  P.  Beach, 
W.  H.  Godfrey, 
Martin  Chisler, 
A.  B.  Parker, 
N.  G.  IsbeU, 
A.  P.  Vann, 
James  M.  Mahon, 
Elias  Gage, 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Robert  Thompson,  County  Clerk, 
Alfred  Killam,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Joseph  Dutton,  do 

A.  A.  Denison,  do 

Henry  Teats,  Register  of  Deeds, 
Same,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
M.  L.  Bagg,  Judge  of  Probate, 
F.  Drake,      Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Cysel  Adams,  do 


do 

do 
Waynoj 
Jackson; 

do 
Hillsdale, 
Berrien, 
Ionia, 

do 
Jackson, 

do 
Wayne, 
Hillsdale, 
Wayne, 
Oakland, 
Livingston, 
Hillsdale, 
Washtenaw, 
Jackson, 
Macomb, 
Calhoun, 
St  Clair, 
Oakland, 
Macomb, 

do 
Oakland, 

do 
Jackson,, 


Charles  V.  Selkrig,  Register  of  Deeds,  Wayne^ 


asM 

201  87 

7  63 
10  03 

1  19 

4  04 
10  33 

8  75 
6  00 

25  38 

238  38 

12  04 

69  45 

11  72 

5  63 
49  30 

154  18 

59  25 

60  00 
8  63 

14  33 

2  00 

4  75 

19  81 

10  45 

283  28 

12  94 
306  82 

2  39 

18  75 

1  50 

663  88 

6  25 

425  00 

12  37 

10  83 

1273  33 
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Almon  Mack,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Samuel  Abbot,  do 

Cornelius  Pudney,  do 

James  B.  Gh)tt,  do 

C.  Shanahan,  Judge  of  Probate, 
Joseph  Tuttle,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 


Fenner  Ferguson, 

do 

Phflo  Wilson, 

do 

J.  T.  Stevens, 

do 

J/ S.  Spring, 

do 

L.  B.  Brown, 

do 

A.  P.  Yoang, 

do 

John  D.  Depue, 

do 

Albon  Bennett, 

do 

Wm.  Chase, 

do 

Smith  Dorr, 

do 

John  Marsh, 

do 

John  Gray, 

do 

Benjamin  Stevens, 

do 

Linns  Forbes, 

do 

Israel  Carleton, 

do 

*  Abijah  L.  Clark, 

do 

Joseph  Grard, 

do 

Carlos  Harmon, 

do 

O.  K.  Van  Amburgh, 

do 

Wm.  Wilcox, 

do 

O.  Bi  Sheldon,  Register  of  Deeds, 

Winslow  Turner,  Justice  of  the  P^ace,  Ingham, 

Henry  H.  North,  do 

M.  D.  Cobb,  County  Clerk, 

Robert  J,  Barry,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 


John  F.  Lansing, 

do 

Hiram  Warner, 

do 

M.  K.  Moore, 

do 

N.  B.  Darrow, 

do 

Alexander  Blue, 

do 

Eli  as  StiQwell, 

do 

Oakland, 

105  66 

Macinac, 

17  60 

Wayne, 

6  40 

Washtenaw, 

122  73 

Cass, 

284  50 

Ingham, 

11  51 

Calhoun, 

288  50 

Lenawee, 

55  76 

Oakland, 

18  d2 

Kent, 

8  00 

Jackson, 

69  23 

Wayne, 

19  78 

Branch 

3  51 

Monroe, 

116  70 

Branch, 

3  31 

do 

14  68 

do 

6  01 

do 

47  52 

Wayne, 

26  32 

Lapeer, 

60  70 

St,  Clair, 

8  22 

Ingham, 

7  02 

Berrien, 

13  63 

Oakland, 

32  84 

do 

6  28 

Washtenaw, 

24  65 

Barry, 

292  16 

t  Ingham, 

2  50 

do. 

12  75 

Kalamazoo, 

260  71 

Washtenaw, 

4  25 

do 

6  00 

Wayne, 

3  00 

Washtenaw, 

23  52 

Eaton, 

23  10 

Wayne, 

9  55 

Kalamazoo, 

1  20 

12 
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A.  Hunt, 

do 

Jackson, 

22  40 

A,  P.  Davie, 

do 

Genesee, 

110  29 

S.  R.  RockweU* 

do 

Cass, 

31  78 

M.  L.  Hunt, 

do 

Oakland, 

1  37 

J.  B.  Palmer, 

do 

Wayne, 

12  13 

J.  G.  Gardner, 

do 

Kalamazoo^ 

1  75 

S.  C.  Bougfaton, 

do 

Lenawee, 

216  64 

Henry  Doran, 

do 

Monroe, 

00  00 

Adam  Elliot, 

do 

Barry, 

6  24 

Lucius  Miller, 

do 

Oakland, 

6  08 

Caleb  Horton, 

do 

do 

22  31 

Charles  Bell, 

d6 

Wayne, 

15  50 

Geo.  Beardslee,  Jr., 

do    * 

Oakland, 

14  79 

Levi  L.  Totten, 

do 

do 

6  18 

£.  Hoskins, 

do 

Kalamazoo, 

66  60 

R.  H.  Calkins, 

do 

Monroe, 

6  44 

Caleb  Calkins, 

do 

Genesee, 

6  37 

John  M.  Mack, 

do 

Wayne, 

94  50 

Geou  P.  Carman, 

do 

Eaton,   buildingof  3  rods 
of  fiance. 

Franklin  Elmer, 

do 

Ingham, 

8  56 

Selleck  Seymour,  Register  of  Deeds^ 

Branch, 

684  74 

Squire  Trumbull,  Justice  of  the  Peace 

,  Wayne, 

19  90 

A.  P.  Hogarth, 

do 

Hillsdale, 

393  32 

Jesse  P.  Warner, 

do 

Washtenaw, 

82  47 

J.  P.  Ulrick, 

do 

St.  Joseph, 

36  25 

Peter  Falk, 

do 

Barry, 

41  73 

E.  P.  Burt,  County  Clerk, 

Livingston, 

341  00 

W.  C.  Rumsey,  Register 

of  Deeds, 

do 

511  37 

Joab  Perry,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 

Calhoun, 

16  97 

Abner  Tuttlo, 

do 

Lenawee, 

22  01 

Eb.  M.  Mcllvatne, 

do 

Berrien, 

211  08 

W.  C.  George, 

do 

do 

9  12 

Adna  Egelston, 

do 

Ingham, 

19  66 

C.  Hinchman, 

do 

Berrien, 

9  50 

Alanson  Case, 

do 

WashtenaWi 

50  00 

15ila9  Wheelock, 

4o 

do 

2  6% 
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Com&rC  Pennell,  do 

Cyras  C.  Rhodes,  do 

John  T.  Gilbert,  do 

John  Meachem,  County  Clerkr 

George  C.  Page,  Jastice  of  the  Peace,  Washtenaw 


Alvin  Clark, 

do 

E.G.  Stevens, 

do 

Alonzo  Hawkins, 

do 

A.  Tread  way, 

do 

Same,  Register  in  Chancery 
Same,  Clerk  Supreme  Court, 
A.  Brtgham,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
W.  W.  Lawrence,  Clerk  Supreme  Court, 
Richard  Ferris,  Judge  of  Probate, 
D.  C.  Holbrook,  County  Clerk, 
Junius  Tildeu,  Justice  of  the  Peace^ 
Eulychus  Chamlin,  Judge  of  Probate, 
Wm.  H.  Horton,  Register  of  Deeds, 
R.  B.  Hall,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
John  Coatsworth,  County  Clerk, 
A.  Calkin,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 


Berrien^ 

I  » 

Jackson, 

83  94 

■ 

Monroe, 

28  87 

Calhoun, 

033  20 

Washtenaw 

lip  00 

Jackson, 

9  38 

Oakland, 

26  73 

Eaton, 

1  75 

Oakland, 

123  75 

Fourth  Circuit, 

238  80 

do 

82  16 

Wayne,  co.^ 

9  09 

f 

12  28 

Ingnam, 

98  20 

Wayne, 

837  73 

Monroe, 

70  03 

Hillsdale, 

142  2a 

Ingham, 

864  10 

Livingston, 

50  62 

Ingham, 

279  00 

do             f 

7  52 

Total,             U) 

1,742  88 

». 
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REPORT  OP  JOINT  COMMITTEE  ON  STATE  PRISON; 

To  tJie  Senate  and  House  of  R^esewUU%ve$  of  the  8ta^  of  Michigan  r 

The  undersigned,  a  sub-committee'  appointed  by  the  standing 
eommittee&of  the  two  Houses  on  the  States  Prison,  to  ykittbe 
aame,  iiraccordance  with  a  joint  resolution  upon  that  subject;  have 
discharged  that  duty  and  beg  leave-  to  submit  the  folio  wing  report : 

The  first  subject  which  presented  itself  ta  the* consideration  of 
jour  consmittee  after  their  arrival  at  the  prison^  was  the  Beceasoty 
which  ezistedi  if  any,  for  the  completion  of  the  main  or  centre 
building  (A'  the  prison,  as  recommended  by  the  inspectors  in  their 
last  annual  report.  In  the  prosecution  of  this  enquiry,  your  com* 
nittee  9,re  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  this  building  should  be 
completed  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  consistent  with  eoonomy  and* 
the  interests  of  the  state. 

The  reasons  which  influenced  them  in  their  oonclasioo0>iq>on  this 
subject,  are  briefly  these : 

1st.  There  is  no  room  or  place  in  the  prison  or  about  it,.auttablo 
for  a  hospital.  It  often  occurs  that  there  are  many  of  the  prison- 
ers sick  and  require  attention ;  and  humanity  requires  that  they 
ehould  have  a  place  where  they  may  with  safety  be  allowed  to  have 
Ugthi  air  and  exercise.  These  are  all  denied  to^he  sick  in  the  place 
now  used  for  a  hospital,  which  is  a  part  of  the  inner  building  used 
ft>r  the  cells,  with  no  windows  or  opportunity  of  admitting  light 
except  through  the  iron  doore,  and  no  possibility  of  giving  to  ^ 

• 

sick  an  opportunity  of  breathing. the  fresh  or  pure  air  of  heaven^ 
and  so  limited  as  to  space  as  to  afford  no  opportunity  whatever,  fiv 
esercise,  which  is  so  necessary  and  important  to  health.  An  indi* 
vidual  must  have  a  constitution  jof,no  ordinary  character^  who  ccmU. 

L 


Hn  a  8tate  of  perfect  health  remain  two  weeks  in  the  place  now  naed 
as  a  hqspital  without  losing  it  «Zt  is  not  without  pain  that  your 
committee  are  constrained  to  state,  that  thej  saw  men  engaged  at 
work  who  were  so  feeble  from  ill  health,  as  to  be  in  a  state  of  ex- 
treme snfiering ;  and  upon  eaqniring  of  them  why  they  were  at 
work  in  such  a  state,  they  answered  that  *'  they  could  not  bear  to  be 
in  the  hospital  as  long  as  they  were  able  to  stand  or  walk."  Nor 
is  this  state  of  things  attributable  to  the  agent  or  officers  of  the 
prison,  but  solely  to  the  want  of  a  suitable  and  conyenxent  place 
in  which  to  place  those  who  are  sick  and  unable  to  work.  It  is 
due  to  the  agents  and  officers  of  the  prison,  to  state  that  those  who 
are  sick  and  unable  to  work,  are  treated  with  all  the  kindness  and 
attention  which  the  present  dark  and  inconvenient  hospital  will 
permit. 

2d.  There  are  no  cells  or  rooms  in  the  prison  suitable  for  the 
'confinement  of  those  who  are  sent  there  for  life,  under  existing 
laws,  for  the  crime  of  murder.  The  law  as  it  now  stands,  is  MfUta- 
ry  cotifi$iemaU  at  hard  lahorfor  l^t.  This  law  cannot  be  carried  out 
in  the  present  prison  building.  There  are  no  cells  in  which  one  of 
these  unfortunate  beings  could  be  safely  confined,  where  he  could 
works  or  even  exercise.  The  two  who  are  now  confined  then  un- 
der sentence  for  life,  are  confined  in  cells  of  three  feet  ^  seven, 
ia  which  they  can  barely  stand  up,  or  lie  down;  but,  in  which  they 
cannot  exercise  or  work  at  any  kind  of  labor.  This  is  an  evil  which 
ought  to  be^immediately  remedied.  To  execute  these  men,  would 
be  humanity,  compared  to  their  present  incarceration,  where  they 
most  necessarily  fall  victims,  in  a  very  short  time,  to  a  slow  and  lin- 
gering, but  certain  death. 

3d,  There  are  now  two  female  convicts  in  prison,  one  for  three, 
and  one  for  four  years  ;  vrithout  any  provision  for  them,  either  as 
to  suitable  rooms,  or  as  to  a  mode  of  employment  Nor  can  they 
be  employed  within  the  present  building  without  tntrodacing  disor- 
der and  confusion,  in  every  department  of  the  prison.  At  present 
ihece  is  no  matron  in  whose  charge  these  convicts  can  be  placed 
and  if  a  matron  was  provided,  there  is  no  room  in  which  they  eoald 
be  employed.  They  are  therefore,  now  living  in  nhiary  ea/f/ht' 
iHoUf  without  vrork  and  without  exercise.    Justice vio  mHseifee  a* 
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•  •  •    ^ 

B,  State,  as  well  aahumauity  towards  convicts  of  tMs  sex,  require 
that  we  should  provide  a  suitable  place  for  their  confinement,  where 
they  can  have  those  attentions  which  are  due  to  the  unfortunate 
and  erring;  and  until  such  provision  can  be  made,  those  at  present 
there,  should  be  discharged,  and  future  convicts  of  this  sex  confin- 
ed in  the  common  jails  of  our  counties,  '  . 

4 til.  The  i\gent  and  other  officers  of  the  prison,  have  no  offices 
in  which  to  transact  the  business  connected  with  the  prison,  in  a 
manner  satisfactorily  to  themselves,  or  \v'ith  credit  to  the  State. 

There  should  be  suitable  rooms  in  which  the  guard  could  re- 
main who  are  not  on  duty,  near  the  prison  and  where  at  least  a 
part  of  the  officers  of  the  prison  could  sleep,  so  that  if  their  assis- 
tance should  be  required,  it  could  be  procured  upon  short  notice. 

Such  an  arrangement,  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  would  not 
only  be  affi)rding  additional  security  to  the  prison,  but  would  ena- 
ble the  agent  to  dispense  with  at  least  two  of  the  guards,  now  re- 
quired to  be  employed,  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  convicts. 

5th.  In' addition  to  what  has  been  stated,  showing  the  great,  and 
it  might  be  said,  absolute  want  of  additional  rooms  at  the  prison,  it 
may  be  added  that  there  is  at  present  no  suitable  room  for  the  li- 
l>rary  of  the  prison,  or  for  a  chaplain,  who  might  act  as  a  librai-ian. 
Nor  is  there  either  a  kitchen  or  an  eating  room  belonging  to  the 
prison.  The  room  now  used  as  a  kitchen,  is  an  old  wooden  build- 
ing of  no  value,  and  standing  so  near  the  main  building  as  to  ren- 
der it  dangerous,  on  account  of  fire,  to  the  main  prison  building 
as  well  as  to  the  workshops  in  the  yard.  This  building,  which  is  real 
]y  worth  nothing,  may  yet,  by  its  use  as  a  kitchen,  cost  the  State 
the  loss  of  many  thousands  of  dollars,  by  taking  fire,  to  which  it  is 
constantly  exposed  ,*  besides,  it  is  entirely  inadequate,  in  room  and 
in  conveniences,  for  a  cooking  department  for  so  large  a  family. 

No  farmer  who  had  ten  persons  to  eat  at  his  table,  with  even 
limited  means,  would  submit  to  the  risk  and  inconvenience  of  using 
such  a  kitchen  any  longer  than  another  could  be  erected.  The 
eadng  place  of  the  convicts  is  equall}^  objectionable.  Being  the 
space  on  the  north  side  of  the  cells,  and  between  them  and  the 
wan  of  the  main  building.  This  is  makbg  an  eating  room  of  the 
only  space  in  the  prison,  fi>r  the  circulation  ot  w  around  tke  cells 


^i/kdA  9X9  nvtroW  and  eoikfined«  aotf  in  whibli  diiT'oiie  htfldnd  and ' 
iwwtf  prisoaerB  are  crowded  into  amoi^  space.    The  eating  and^ 
Bleeping  of  ao  great  a  number  of  persons  within  so  small  and  oon* 
fined  a  confpass,  nast  be  promotiTe  of  a  most  unhealthy  atmost- 

pfaere.   . 

The  coni|ileti'on  of  the  ^centre  bnildiiig  would,  by  a  proper  divis* 
ioa^of  the  rqbm  thus  created,  supply  aS  these  deficiencies;  pionao- 
ting  thereby,  the  health  and  comfort  oi  the  unfortunate  beings 
who  are  coiSfined  there,  and  rendering  it  less  expensiTe,  and  incon- 
venient tfe  guard  and  to  proTide  for  them,  and  would  lesson  much 
the  risk  of  loosing  the  whole  prison  buildiog  by  fire. 

Tour  committee  refer  with  pleasure,  as  well  as  pride,  to  the  iaith-- 
^1  and  judicious  manner  in  which  the  agent  and  his  subordinate 
officers  discharge  their  sereral  dudes,  in  managing  the  aeffairs  of  the 
prison,  and  in  the  care  of  the  convicts.  They  are  yrell/ed,  doiked 
a$id  lodged,  Samuch  so  that  not  one  complaint  was  elicited  from 
the  prisoners  upon  those  subjects.  They  all  say,  **  we  have  plenty 
to  eat  that  is  good  and  wholesome,  >  and  are  clothed  well,  and  our 
lodging  is  good  enough." 

The  discipline  of  the  prison  is  gt>od,-  and'  order  is  mantained 
with  firnmess  and  at  the  same  timerwith  mildness.  The  labor  of 
the  men  is  faithfully  performed,  and  executed  with  care,  as  well  as 
with  taste.  The  confinement  of  mliny  who  are  tHere«  proves  to  be 
really  a  blessing  to  themv  They  are  brought  there  by  their  dissi- 
pated and  idle  habits,  and  fbarn  good  trades;  and  acquire  habits 
of  temperance  andindustiy.  To  such  men  their  imprisonment  b 
what  it  ahrays  should  be,  a  meant  qfthekr  reformadoTi, 

lAhrary, 

The  goTemment  of  our  states  prison,  vrill  never  be  what  it  ought 
to  be,  and  what  it  may  be,  until  the  wleUecU  and  morale,  of  its  in** 
mates,  are'  more  fully  provided  for,  than  they  are  at  present. 

It  is  true,  all  has  been  done,  and  is  doing  in  behalf  of  their  im. 
proveraent,  in  those  particulars,  which  the  limited  means  heretofore' 
appropriated  for  these  purposes  will  justify.     The  library  is  smaU^ 
and  altogether  inadequate,  to  supply  that  information  and  inscruc- 
tion,  which  is  required.    In  reference  to  this  branch  of  thessbyeet. 
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xWXXfm^on  is  Bolieited  to  the  foQawing  ostract  from  the  annual  repon , 
of  tlie  Chaplain. 

"  ^^ho  library  of  the  prison^  is  ^entirely  insufficient  to  fupply  tl^e 
jninds  of  the  convicts.  There  is  a  constant  call  for  reading  which 
18  not  in  the  library,  and  which,  in  part' is  supplied  thexgi  ^om  pri- 
vate ones.  A  great  share  of  the  works  which  ai^  in  the  prison  li- 
'brary,  ace  calculated  for  sxnall  children,  aiMl  are  of  but  l^tt^  benefit 
to  <oiinds  as  iar  advao^ced,  as  the  n;iostx>f  the^e  jgoen.'' 

The  importance  of  a  good  library,  coptainij;^  such  a  variety  up- 
on all  subjeQts,  that  all  who  desire  to  read,  n^iy  be  fqrnished  books 
adapted  to  their  state,  is  beginning  to  be  appreciated  in  almost 
every  state  in  the  Union.  These  same  men  ;^f  in  fi^dom,  where 
they  could  follow  their  okwn  tastes  and  inclinalions,  xirould  not  prob- 
ably require  the  .use  of  n;iany  boo^s.  But  shut  up  as  ;they  are 
from  the  world,  and  from  even  the  society  of  each  other,  from 
jfive  or  six  in  the  afternoon,  ^ntil  seven  or  eight  the  next  mor- 
4iing,  and  all  day  upo9  the  €abbath,  except  at  their  meals, 
and  to  hear  preaching  when  they  have  it,  they  seek  in  books  what 
•they  cannot  find  or  have  otherwise,  a  deliverance  from  ^emselves. 
For  it  is  true,  that  there  is  no  society  which  ^  inan  whose  heart  is 
x.evil,  80  much  dreads  as  he  does  his  own.  Books  to  men  in  such  a 
state,  introduce  them  into  better  society.  A. society  which  in  free- 
dom they  i^Quld  shu^,  but  whish  in  prijson,  Uiey  jseek  ^th  their 
whole  hearts. 

They  thus  learn  to  converse  with  the  great  and  good  men  of  every 
-age.  A  new  and  higher  life  is  thus  infused  into  th^m,  and  they 
^seek  the  retirement  of  their  cells  with  evident  delight.  In  the  con- 
tents of  a  book,  they  forget  that  they  ate  convicts,  and  that  they  are 
degraded.  They  become  soon  the  intimate  iriends  and  associates 
of  such  men  as  Bacon,  Look,  Shakespeai'e,  Newton,  and  .others, 
whose  lives  have  been  spent  in  writing  for  the  improvement  of  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  their  fellow  ipen.  Books  are  to  the  soul,  what 
bread  is  to  the  body.  And  to  no  class  of  persons,  is,this  so  much  so, 
as  to  those  who  are  deprived  of  their  liberty  and  shut  out  from  soci- 
ety. 

But  the  use  of  books  in  pi  prison  may  be  regarded  in  another  HglK 
ttilU   -They  are 4he  great  means,  if  properly  selected  and. a 
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directioB  giTen  to  tfaeniY  of  reforming  thoso  who  tre  soot  them. 
No  individual  who  can  read,  if  books  adapted  to  hia  taste  and  hab- 
its  in  sotne  degree,  are  famished  him,  buc  will  acquire  a  love  for 
reading.  This  will  make  in  time,  a  change  in  hb  feelings  and 
thoughts.  Man  is  so  constituted  that  he  cannot  read  much  without 
imbibing  more  or  less  of  the  spirit  and  sentiments  of  the  author  he 
studies,  and  especially  is  this  true,  if  he  reads  with  interest  and 
pleasure.  It  will  not  be  regarded  out  of  place  to  cite  an  instance 
of  this  kind  directly  in  point,  which  occured  but  a  few  weeks  ago 
at  the  prison.  An  individual,  a  citizen  of  Jackson,  who  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  furnishing  to  some  of  the  prisoners  such  books  as 
they  desired  to  read,  and  which  could  not  be  found  in  the  libra- 
ry, called  one  day  at  the  prison  when  the  men  were  at  work  and 
come  [to  one  of  the  individuals  to  whom  he  had  lent  a  book, 
to  enquire  of  him  how  he  progressed  in  reading  it,  and  how  he  was 
pleased  with  it  The  convict  lud  his  hand  upon  the  book  which 
was  beside  him  on  his  bench,  and  said:  "  O,  it  is  a  precious  book 
and  a  true  one,"  and  the  tears  ran  down  his  cheeks  as  he  added: 
<*  I  am  so  happy."  This  is  but  one  of  the  may  instances  of  this 
kind  that  has  occurred  in  this  prison  within  the  last  six  months  ; 
and  all,  through  the  influence  of  books  which  had  been  selected 
from  private  libraries,  and  furnished  to  those  who  desired  to  read 
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them.  In  this  view  of  the  subject,  how  important  is  the  increase 
of  the  library ,  in  connection  with  the  best  interest  of  the  state,  in 
furnishing  a  means  of  reforming  and  of  bettering  the  condition  of 
those  who  in  the  hour  of  temptation,  have  fallen. 

The  following  extract  will  show  how  this  subject  is  regarded  in 
other  states:  * 

'*  Another  topic  claims  a  remark.  The  desire  for  reading  use- 
ful boc^s  manifested  by  the  prisoners,  rince  the  enlargement  (^  the 
Uhraty^t  is  highly  gratifying,  and  in  our  opinion,  justifies  the  hope 
that  the  public  will  be  fully  remunerated  for  outlays  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  hearts  and  minds  of  the  convicts." — From  report 
ofmtpeetors  of  McusacJiusetU  state  prison  for  1846. 

"  As  an  aid  to  discipline,  the  library  is  of  great  service.  With- 
out.a  book,  theleasure  hours  of  the  convict  are  the  most  uqhappy 
cf  any  he  spends  in  prison.     He  then  broods  over  his  miserable  con- 


dition  and  oontrtttt  bis  kc  with  that  of  those  he  eonftdoft  more 
<3riiiuiitl  Aaa  himMlf,  and  who  yet  go  ttnpunisbed.  He  reeaUt  to 
menOTy  Ae  real  or  naaginaiy  wronga  he  haa  aofiereil,  and  in  « 
elate  of  ntad  bordering  on  deaperatton,  he  is  called  from  his  celt 
to  renaehialabon.  Irritable  and  impatient  of  control,  he  soon 
breaks  into  open  violence  and  is  led  away  to  pnnishment  But 
when  he  rises  from  the  perusal  of  any  interesting  booh,  be  comes 
from  Ua  cell  with  e  cheerful  countenance,  and  resumes  his  labors 
with  alacrity. 

And  then  the  happiness  which  a  library  dispenses  among  the 
convicts,  is  almost  incalculable.  Instead  of  communing  with  his 
own  unhappy  thoughts  in  his  lonely  cell,  he  becomes  one  of  the 
company  introduced  by  the  author.  He  embarks  with  Robinson 
Crusoe  in  his  Toyages,  shares  in  his  perils,  aseists  in  his  labors,  and 
rejoices  with  him  when  the  man  Friday  is  added  to  their  company. 
With  the  traveller  he  visits  every  clime,  marks  the  various' customs 
of  our  race,  and  every  where  sees  the  blessings  dispensed  by  virtue, 
and  the  miseries  scattered  by  vice.  With  an  interest  all  absorbed 
in  the  Vicer  of  Wakefield,  or  Oliver  Twist,  be  learns  that  unben- 
ding virtue  will  finally  triumph  over  the  severest  trials;  while  the 
most  adroit  knavery  eventually  ends  in  detection,  disgrace  and 
ruin." — F)vm  AgenU  report  K  Y.  State  Prison  1846. 

'*  The  library  established  by  Mr.  Bacon,  Esq.,  has  aho  been  in- 
creased; and  there  are  at  this  time,  about  one  thousand  five  hundred 
volums  in  circulation,  whose  influence  must  impart  intellectual  and 
moral  instruction  to  some  extent." — From  mered  insfructon  report 
in  Penn.  penetentiary,  1846. 

"  The  prison  library  has  been  greatly  enlarged  in  the  last  year. 
There  are  now  four  thousand  one  hundred  volumns  of  horend  hooks, 
twelve  hundred  pamphlets,  and  fifteen  thousand  pages  of  tracts, 
with  the  orospect  of  an  addition  of  several  hundred  volumns  more. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  but  this  has  been  a  great  blessing  to  those 
men,  both  in  a  moral  and  intellectual  sense.  They  read  with  in- 
terest, and  it  has  rendered  them  more  cheerful  and  contented  hy 
giving  useful  employment  to  their  minds." — Frwn  moral  instruc- 
tor$  report  of  Ohio  itafei  prison,  1847. 
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Tbe  employment  'of  %  moral  imtniekor  who  oficialei  it 
luiop  in  most  of  tke  penitentu»tet  and  state  pcisoiM  rf  the  jlifleieat 
itatet  of  the  miioD,  oTloces  Uie  state  of  puUic  opiaton  in  leferanoD 
to  the  importance  of  that  department  of  diaoipline.  It  is  no  kmger 
problematical  that  amoral  instiuetor  who  possesses  Aeri|^tapixit» 
and  who  .devotes  all  his  time  to  the  moral  instruction  0f  tbe  eoa* 
Yicts  under  his  charge,  is  equal  in  the  maintaioance  of -discipline 
in  a  prison,  to  that  of  several  men  as  guards. 

Few,  if  any  9  of  the  convicts  of  our  state  prisons  are  sotdepraveA 
as  not  to  have  remaioing  within  themt  some  remains  of  good ;  which 
with  affection  and  care,  may  be  cultivated  and  made  to  yield  the 
fruits  of  a  cheerful  and  patient  submission  to  the  sentecne  of  the  law4 

''The  foUowingextracts  upon  this  subject  willshowthe  sentiments 
which  are  becoming  prevalent  in  all  benevolent  minds  which  have 
been  called  to  its  consideration : 

Tbe  inspectors,  in  their  report  for  1844,  '45  suggest  that'' somcf' 
provision  should  be  made  for  the  moral  and  religioss  inslructien  of 
the  convicts."  The  very  object  and  intent  of  pmitendary  punish^ 
meat,  as  the  term  implies,  is  r^ormaiian  ;  and  yet  nothing  is  done 
to  bring  about  so  desirable  a  result.  This  has  been  attended  to* 
we  believe,  in  almost  if  not  every  penitentiary  in  the  Union,  and 
its  neglect  is  matter  of  reproach  against  Illinois.*' — ^Vom  letter  qf 
D,  L^  l)ix  to  the  Legialatnre  cf  lUinais* 

**Befin'mation  of  Criminals* 

"  This  result  should  never  be  lost  sight  of,  and  no  measure  calco* 
lated  to  produce  it  should  be  left  untried.  The  time  has  gone  bj 
when  a  prison  was  regarded  as  a  place  of  torture,  and  the  keeper 
and  his  assistants  were  required  to  be  morose,  cruel  and  tyrannical, 
in  order  to  increase  the  punishment  of  the  criminal,  and  to  render 
his  abode  more  terribly  repulsive.  In  order  to  reform  the  crimi- 
nal, it  has  been  found  that  kindness  from  his  officers,  sympathy  and 
good;  wholesome  food  duringhealth,  with  careful  treatment  during 
sicl^ness,  with  the  privilege  of  religious  instruction  upon  the  Sab-^ 
bath»  and  a  supply  of  moral  and  roligious  books  during  the  solitary 
.confinement  of  his  cell»  will  call  into  action  the  finer  and  more  no- 


.'JoiiiT  Doc  No.  Ik.  H 

'hie  faefiiigs  rf  his  iiatiife»  wh&e  tba  Ibnner  couite  4jt'tftmif  «imI 
oppresfiwn  bad  the  direct  teodenoy  to  atifle  and  •bory  the  faetlar 
qoaliiics  under  the  datk  and  blighting  cover  of  rewnge. 

*'A  powerful  meam  of  reforming  Tidoas  perBons^hen  coofised 
in  prison,  is  to  fumish  them  with  bopks  of  a  chaiacter  to  'engage 
their  attention,  convey  instraction  and  at  the  same  tine  inculcate 
moral  and  religious  sentiments.  In  the  sotitnde  of  the  cell  the 
mind  needs  relief  from  the  burden  of  self,  and  Ae  inwavd  work  oC 
self  examination  should  be  softened  and  guided  by  the  aid  .of  the. 
many  excellent  works,  which  can  be  furnished  at  so  trifling  an  ex- 
pense/'—*jPr^  report  of  the  ingpectors  of  Maxne  States  Priiom  in 
1844. 

**  It  is  igratifying  to  know  that  the  excellent  disciplineofliie  pris- 
on is  maintained  by  moral  and  religious  influences,  ratherthan  by 
corporal  punishment/' 

"  There  is  a  charm -in  christian  love  and  kindness  which  nothing 
else  possesses.  The  proud  and  stubborn  heart  may  be,  >  and  often 
is,  effectually  nerved  against  the  exercise  oi  power ^  even  in  its  ut-- 
most  rigor,  when  perhaps  iiiat  same<^heart  woiltd  readily  relent  and 
soften  at  the  voice  of  kindness,  coming  hrom  the  heart  of  christian 
love  ;  and  be  led  with  the  prodigal  in  the  gospel  to  exclaim,  '*  Fa* 
ther  I  have  sinned/' 

"But  the  experience  of  the  past  year  hos  given  me  more  conii* 
dence  in  the  practicability  and  success  of  the  mild  system  of  *^or- 
emment  which  I  have  adopted,  than  the  experience  of  many  ordi- 
nary years  could  have  given,  For,  when  I  know  that  under  all 
the  disadvantages  which  I  have  stated,  the  ptisoners  have  been  kept 
under  control  by  the  law  of  kindness,  without  security  or  an  in- 
crease of  punishment.  I  have  reason  to  believe*  tliat  now  and  here- 
after, with  the  many  advantages  of  these  improvements,  the  afiain 
of  the  prison  will  go  on  easily  and  orderly,  without  the  infltctinn 
of  much  punishment.'^    [From  reporti  of  Mcuaaauetts  State  Pri- 

"Experience  has  felly  shown  thai  the  old  mode  of  inflicting  cor* 
pjral  punbhment,  although  it  may  subdue,  will  never  refonn  the 
criminal,  but  will  enkindle,  and  keep  alive  the  blighting  spirit  of 
revenge.    The  right  spirit  seems  to  prevail «pon  thb  subjeec  tte 
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eoavict  is  now  tFBtted  .m  %  nmomog  being,  nod  he  sees  thu  joiliee 
end  mercy  may  be  uniced,  even  io  pusiahments,  end  Ihat  tlie  officer 
under  whose  care  he  is  placed,  is  gov^emed  by  the  laws  of  humasi- 
ty  and  kindness.^'    IFrom  Report  qf  the  Imp€cior$  of  Maine  StaU 

FruoH*\ 

In  this  Tiew  of  the  subject,  your  committee  most  earnestly  recom* 
mend  that  provision  be  made  by  law  aathoriasing  the  Governor  to 
appoint  a  moral  instmetor,  wiA  a  salary  not  to  exceed  four  hunr 
dred  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  visitors  fand ;  and  that  such  mo« 
ral  instructor  be  required  to  purchase  books  for  the  library,  and 
ac^as  ^brarian,  as  well  as  to  devote  his  whok  time  to  the  moral  and 
ligious  instruction  of  the  convicts. 

That  such  an  arrangement  would,  in  the  end,. be  great  economy 
to  the  state,  there  can  be  no  doabt.  Place  in  contact  with  these 
men  an  instructor,  whose  heart  would  be  ever  going  out  in  affec* 
tionate  sympathy  for  them,  and  they  would  soon  regard  him  as  a 
father,  and  would  bear  much  before  they  would  do  ought  to  grieve 
or  pain  him.     * 

The  power  of  such  an  influence  would  do  more  than  all  other 
influences  combined  to  establish  and  maintain  a  good  discipline. 
Keepers  and  guards  would  find  their  duties  of  easy  accomplish- 
ment. Contentment  and  peace  would  reign  there,  in  the  bosoms  of 
those  unfortunate  men,  and  lead  to  patient  obedience  to  all  the  rules 
and  regulations  of  the  prison.  In  all  prisons  where  a  moral  in- 
structor has  been  thus  employed  in  connection  with  a  sufficient  li- 
brary of  appropriate  books,  the  result  has  been  of  the  most  satisfac- 
tory character.  Instead  of  resistance  and  insubordination  on  the 
part  of  convicts,  order  and  obedience  become  established  and  ha- 
bitual. Love^  and  its  benign  influences,  take  the  pl^ce  oi hatredzxid. 
revenge,  and  their  accompanying  evils ;  and  a  prison  becomes  what 
it  ought  to  be»  a  place  of  reformation  of  heart,  and  thence  of  It/i. 

The  principal  trades  carried  on  in  the  prison  by  the  labor  of  the 
convicts,  are  the  following :  coopering,  wagon  making,  blacksmith- 
ing,  shoemaking,  tailoring  and  the  construction  of  various  farming 
tools,  such  as  cradles,  hoes,  forks,  hames  for  harness  and  scythe 
snathes.    The  manufacture  of  woolen  goodsi  of  various  descrip- 
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tioniy  seems  to  have  been  abandoned,  on  tlie|pxHind,  as  it  is  alleg- 
ed by  those  who  had  carried  it  on,  that  it  was  not  profitable. 

On  the  719th  page  of  the  statutes  of  1846,  your  committee  find 
in  the  law  regulating  the  "  government  &e.  of  the  state  prison/^  the 
following  provision,  standing  as  section  16  :  "  No  mechanical  trade 
shall  hereafter  be  taught  to  convicts,  in  the  state  prison  of  this  state 
except  the  making  of  those  articles  of  which  the  chief  supply  for 
the  consumption  of  the  country,  is  imported  from  other  states  or 


coimtries.*' 


This  law  is  no  doubt  violated  by  the  contracts  let  in  the  prison 
for  the  manufacture  oiu)ag(ms  ^nd  flour  barrels.  The  '  <  chief  suppl^^' 
of  these  articles  are  evidently  not  imported  into  this  state  from  any 
other  state  or  country.  The  important  quesuon,  therefore,  arises, 
whether  this  law  of  the  state  shall  be  repealed,  or  these  branches 
,of  business  discontinued.  That  they  should  not  both  stand  as  they 
do  at  present,  is  most  clear.  No  law'shonld  be  permitted  to  re- 
main upon  the  statute  book,  that  is  daily  trampled  upon  with  impu- 
nity by  any  person  or  by  any  class  of  our  citizens. 

Such  a  state  of  things  soon  begets  a  disregard  of  all  law.  For 
If  one  law  may  be  violated  with  impunity,  so  may  any  other. 
Thus  the  public  mind  loses  its  law-loving  and  law-abiding  charac- 
ter, and  becomes  callous  and  indifferent  even  to  the  most  flagrant 
violations  of  law. 

Whether  it  would  best  promote  the  interests  of  this  state,  to  re- 
peal or  to  enforce  the  law  above  quoted,  your  committee  have  not 
come  to  any  definite  conclusion. 

That  these  are  trades  which  may  be  earned  on  by  our  citizens 
with  profit,  there  cannot  j  be  a  doubt.  It  is  also  true  that  these 
may  be  and  are  carried  on  in  the  prison  profitably  to  those  who 
prosecute  them,  as  well  as  with  great  advantage  to  the  convicts 
employed  therein.  Those  who  are  taught  these  trades,  come  out 
capable  of  makiag  a  good  living  for  themselves  and  their  families . 
Not  so  with  those  who  are  taught  to  sjdn  or  weave,  or  attend  the 
different  branches  connected  with  the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods. 
We  have  few  factories  in  our  state,  and  those  who  come  out  of  pris- 
on with  a  knowledge  of  these  several  branches,  cannot  readily  find 
employment,  and  are  driven  to  seek  employment  in  somethiogelse, 
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ot  which  they  probably  know  nothiDg,  and  for  whidi  thtoy  base  # 
dislike.  In  this  state  of  tfiings,  many  are  tempted  to  obtain  some- 
thing upon  which  to  live,  by  means  which  result  in  their  being  retr 
'turned  to  their  former  place  of  confinement,  and  which  would  be 
less  likely  to  occur,  if  those  who  come  out  of  prison  ^ad  a  g^od 
trade,  and  one  by  which  they  could  readily  iind  employment,  an4 
.become  udeful  and  respectable  members  of  society. 

On  the  subject  of  the  salaries  of  those  employed  at  the  state 
•prison,  your  committee  recommend  that  the  salaries  of  the  deputy 
keeper  and  clerk  of  the  prisen,  be  raised  to  the  sum  of  five  hun.- 
•dred  dollars  eadi,  and  that  the  salaries  of  the  guards  be  reduced  to 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  each.  The  reasons  which  in- 
fluences them  to  this  conclusion,  are  briefly  these:  The  office  of 
deputy  keeper  and  clerk)  are  offices  requiring  men  of  more  than 

ordinsry^cquirements  to  fill  them.  The  accounts  of  the  prison 
are  numerous  and  complicated,  and  requires  a  good  accountant  to 
keep  them  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  state  and  the  parties  in- 
terested  in  them.  The  office  of  deputy  keeper,  is  one  of  great 
responsibility.  It  necessarily  brings  the  individual  in  jthat  depart- 
ment, into  constant  collision  with  men  who  are  often  hardened  in 
crime,  and  reckless,  both  of  character  and  life,  and  is  attended  with 
no  small  dagger.  A  man  to  fill  that  station  well,  should  be  one  of 
.  no  ordinary  nerve;  and  at  the  same  time,  a  man  of  generous  and 
benevolent  feelings — one  who  could  atce  the  turbulent  and  unsub- 
dued by  his  words  and  manner  into  obedience,  and  who  could  at 
the  same  time,  entertain  a  sincere  desire  to  see  those  unfortunate 
men  reformed  and  fitted,  ^while  in  prison,  to  become  good  mem- 
bers of  soctety.  Fhrnness  and  kindfiess  of  heart  combined,  are  rare 
qualities,  and  no  salary  which  might  be  paid  to  an  individual  thus 
constituted,  and  who  was  practically  demonstrating  their  impor- 
portance  by  keeping  the  refraotory  in  fear  and  winning  them  at  the 
same  time  with  kindness  and  'gentleness,  ought  to  be  regarded  as 

extravagant. 
The  office  of  guards  are  stations  of  less  importance  and  of  less 

responsibility,  and  requiring  talents  of  a  different  order.    In  this 

department,  cosirage  and  physical  strength  are  the  qualities  most  to 

be  sought  for,    Men  possessing  these  are  not  difficult  to  obcaiA, 
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mid'm  tfie'  opmioil'  of  your  comndtteo,  mfty  be  olitain€i4  wit&Mt 
difficQlly  for  the  sum  above  stated. 

In  the  Ohio  state  prison,  they  pay  to  their  assistant  keepers  and 
guards  no  more  than  three  Ihindred  dollar^,  and  they  have  never 
ibund  any  difficulty  in  procuring  men  to  fill  these  stations  at  that 
price. 

In  the  state  of  New  York,  where  they  pay  to  all  the  officerst  in 
every  department  of  the  state  government,  nearly  douUe  the 
amount  paid  by  the  state  of  Ohio  and  this  state,  they  do  not  pay 
the  guard  of  their  state  prison  but  (360  a  year.  This  sum  may 
appear  to  be  less  than  would  be  jast.  Yet  it  will  be  remebered 
that  men  of  most  sterling  worth,  and  of  stability  and  firmness  of 
character  are  constantly  being  hired  to  work  on  a  farm  for  one  third 
less  than  the  sum  mentioned. 

The  of&ce  of  an  assistant  keeper  is  one  involving  some  dsgrecf 
of  responsibility,  and  requires  men  of  more  than  ordinary  charac^ 
ter  to  discharge  its  duties  as  they  should  be  discharged.  No  indi<* 
iridual  of  a  hasty,  irritable,  or  revengeful  disposiiion,  should  ever 
be  permitted  to  occupy  such  a  station.  They  should  be  men  capa» 
ble  of  judging  in  kindness  between  an  inconsiderate  and  a  deliber- 
ate violation  of  the  rules  of  the  prison;  and  possessing  intelligence 
sufficient  to  turn,  even  the.  most  innocent  and  inconsiderate  viola* 
'tion  of  the  rules,  into  good,  by  inducing  on  the  part  of  the  careless, 
a  greater  degree  of  wat(^hfuloes  over  themselves. 

I(  is  with  no  small  degree  of  satisfaction  that  your  committee 
refer  to  the  considerate  kindness  manifested  on  the  part  of  the  as- 
sistant keepers  of  the  prison  towards  the  convicts,  and  the  kipd 
fiselings  which  exist,  with  but  fe\ir  exceptions,  towards  the  keepersi 
from  the  men  under  their  charge. 

The  office  of  inspector  of  the  prison,  is  one  so  intimately  con- 
nected with  all  its  interests,  as  justly  to  deserve  some  attention.-* 
Up  to  the  present  time,  it  has  been  the  practice  of  the  executive 
to  select  these  important  officers  from  the  immediate  vacinity  of 
the  prison.  The  policy  of  such  a  course,  may  be  regarded  as 
doubtful,  to  say  the  least  of  it.  It  is  true  that  the  selections  whic 
hare  been  heretofore  nia4e  from  time  to  time,  of  individuals  to  fi  11 
these  important  offices,  have  been  such,  as  to  warrant  the  bel  e  ^' 
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that  the  affairs  of  the  prison  would  be  faithfully  and  judidoiutly  ad^ 
ministered.  Nor  have  the  public  been  diBappointed  in  their  hopes 
in  that  regard.  Nn  better  men  could  have  been  selected;  and  the 
orderly  and  efficient  manner  in  which  every  department  of  the 
prison  is  managed,  are  the  most  conclusive  evidences  of  that  &ct. 
Yet,  is  there  not  danger  of  influences  being  brought  to  bear  upon 
minds  less  firm  and  stable,  which  would  tend  to  defeat  the  present 
happy  state  of  things  ?  Important  interests  connected  with  the  la- 
bor of  the  convicts,  and  the  supplies  necessary  for  their  support 
are  yearly  growing  up  at  Jackson,  and  at  the  prison,  which  will  in 
time  embrace  within  its  circle  all  who  are  connected  directly  or 
indirectly  with  the  prison,  who  reside  in  the  vicinity.  The  only 
safeguard  which  could  be  placed  upon  such  a  state  of  things,  would 
be  to  select  the  inspectors,  or  a  majority  of  them,  away  from  tbe 
vacinity  and  influence  of  the  prison,  and  the  business  connected 
therewith. 

Some  inconvenience,  as  well  as  additional  expense  would  attend 
such  a  course.  But  these  are  of  minor  consequence;  compared 
with  the  importance  of  guarding  against  evils  which  will  in  time 
grow  out  of  a  combination  of  interests,  among  those  residing 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  prison,  and  the  influences  which 
will  necessarily  p:row  out  of  the  business  transacted  there. 

The  least  suspicion  in  the  public  mind,  however  unjuit  or  ill- 
founded  it  may  be,  that  an  inspector  had  either  directly  or  indirect- 
ly any  interest,  of  a  political  or  pecuniary  character  to  be  subserv- 
ed, on  account  of  the  relation  in  which  he  stands  to  the  business 
conducted  in  the  prison,  would  be  most  unfavorable  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  state,  and  prejudicial  to  the  great  interests  under  the 
direction  and  control  of  these  important  officers. 

All  suspicions  of  this  kind,  and  the  feelings  which  would  neceass- 
rily  grow  out  of  them,  may  be  avoided  by  the  selection  of  inspect- 
ors away  from  the  vacinity  of  the  prison. 

These  suggestions  are  made  vrith  no  intention  or  desire  to  im- 
pugn the  motives  or  to  injure  the  feelings  of  any  individual  now 
filling  those  stations,  or  who  may  have  heretofore  filled  them ;  and 
what  has  been  said  in  this  report,  is  in  preof  that  such  is  the  case. 
It  is  to  avoid  an  approaching  evil,  and  not  to  remove  an  existmg 
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ooe,  that  the  attention  of  your  honorable  body  and  the  public  gen- 
erally are  called  to  the  consideiationof  thiesubje^  All  of  which  is 
Tcepectfully  sabmitted. 

JOHN  ALLEN. 
A.  N.  HART, 
G.  M.  MOWRY, 

Sub-CammiUief  t^. 


